
Reconciliation Times 
10.30am Saturdays– St. Mary’s 
4.30pm Saturdays – Holy Spirit 
5.00pm Saturdays - St. Joseph's 
11am Sundays—St. Anthony’s 

MASS TIMES 
 

NO 
WEEKDAY MASSES 
FROM 26 TO 29 
DECEMBER 
 
 
 

FEAST DAYS IN THE WEEK 
25 Dec: The nativity of the Lord 
26 Dec: St. Stephen 
27 Dec: St. John Apostle & Evangelist 
28 Dec: The Holy Innocents 
29 Dec: St. Thomas Beckett 
Recently Deceased 
Elisabetta Sabatino; Giuseppina 
Bianchi; Franca Scaturcchio 
 
Anniversaries 
Dante D'Andrea; Enza Panozzo; 
Youssef Azrak Fakhry; Dale Smedley: 
Layla Moussa Fakhry; Pedro Hanna 
Peters; Maria Palmieri; Lucia & Pietro 
Piri; Nerina Smarrelli; Giovanni Grassi; 
Joseph Fernandes. 
 

     
 

ST. JOSEPH’S NORTHCOTE 

140 Westbourne Grove, Northcote 3070 
Principal: Mary Kearney | Ph: 9481 7166 

4 Sunday of Advent year B 

ST MARY’S THORNBURY 

1 Rossmoyne Street, Thornbury 3071 
Email: thornbury@cam.org.au  
Italian Coordinator:  
Maria Zaccardi (Thursdays 9am-3pm) 
Principal: Christopher Ray | Ph: 9484 5333 

www.nothparishes.org.au 

Follow us on Facebook 

PARISH OF HOLY SPIRIT AND ST ANTHONY’S  
45 Railway Pl, Alphington VIC 3078  
Supporting Priest: Monsignor Tom Doyle 
Pastoral Worker: Pauline Egan  
Principals:  Rob Costin, Holy Spirit Primary School, 
197 Clarendon Street, Thornbury East | Ph: 9480 0391 
James Casey, Anthony’s Primary School,  
52 Austin Street, Alphington | Ph: 94897936 

www.melbcatholic.org/s/hosan 

Partnership Parish Office Address 
45 Railway place Alphington 
P.O.Box 85 Fairfield 3078 
Office Number   9484 2907 
Office Hours  Mon-Frid 9am-2pm 

      23/24 December 2023 

Parish Priest: Fr Shabin Kaniampuram IVDei                                   Assistant Priest:  Fr Dixon Kuriappilly IVDei  
Pastoral Associate: Mirella Pace (Wed/Thur 9-2pm)      Parish Secretary: Liza Powell (Tues/Frid 9-2pm) 
Financial Administrator: Margaret Harrington ( Mon/Fri 9-2pm) Emails: adminANT@cam.org.au      email: financeANT@cam.org.au 

PARISH OF HOLY SPIRIT 
AND ST ANTHONY’S  
PARISH OF HOLY SPIRIT 
AND ST ANTHONY’S  

     This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community.  

‘Glory to  

God in  

the 

highest 

heaven, 

and 

peace to all 

who enjoy  

his favour’ 

4 Sunday of Advent - Saturday 23 December 
Saturday  5pm  Holy Spirit     Thornbury East 
Saturday  5.30pm  St. Joseph's   Northcote 
4 Sunday of Advent -  24 December AM 
Sunday 10am         St. Mary’s Church Thornbury (Bilingual) 
Sunday  10.30m     St. Anthony’s (Bilingual) 
Christmas Eve Sunday 24 December 
5.00pm      Holy Spirit           Family Mass 
5.00pm      St. Joseph's        Family Mass 
6.30pm      St. Anthony’s     Family Mass 
6.30pm     St. Mary’s     Family Mass 
9.00pm Carols St. Mary’s.           9.30pm Mass     St. Mary’s 
9.30pm Carols St. Joseph's        10.oopm Mass    St. Joseph’s 
Midnight Mass St. Anthony’s 
CHRISTMAS DAY MONDAY 25 DECEMBER 
9.00am  St. Anthony’s (Italian) 
9.30am  Holy Spirit 
10am   St Mary’s 
11 am  St Anthony’s  
11am   St. Joseph’s       
NO EVENING MASS AT ST MARY’S CHRISTMAS DAY 
NO WEEKDAY MASSES FROM BOXING DAY 26 DECEMBER UNTIL  
29 DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

9484 2907 

Holy Spirit and  
St Anthony’s  
New envelopes and 
statements in the narthex, 
please take yours to assist 
with postage costs. 



23 Sunday in ordinary Time Year B 4 Sunday of Advent Year B READINGS AT MASS  23/24  December  2023 

FIRST READING   2 Samuel  7:1-5. 8-12. 14. 16 
 A reading from the second  book of Samuel  
 

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord 
had given him rest from all the enemies surrounding 
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am 
living in a house of cedar while the ark of God dwells 
in a tent’. Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do all that 
is in your mind, for the Lord is with you’. But that 
very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go 
and tell my servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are 
you the man to build me a house to dwell in? 
This is what you must say to my servant David, ” the 
Lord Sabaoth says this: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep, to be leader of my people 
Israel; I have been with you on all your expeditions; I 
have cut off all your enemies before you. I will give 
you fame as great as the fame of the greatest on 
earth. I will provide a place for my people Israel; I will 
plant them there and they shall dwell in that place 
and never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked 
continue to oppress them as they did, in the days 
when I appointed judges over my people Israel; I will 
give them rest from all their enemies. the Lord will 
make you great; the Lord will make you a House. And 
when your days are ended and you are laid to rest 
with your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of 
your body after you and make his sovereignty secure. 
I will be a father to him and he a son to me; if he 
does evil, I will punish him with the rod such as men 
use, with strokes such as mankind gives.  Your House 
and your sovereignty will always stand secure before 
me and your throne be established for ever.”‘ 
The Word of the Lord. 
 

All: Thanks be to God 
 

Responsorial Psalm    Psalm     88:2-5, 27, 29 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; 
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. 
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens.  
 

2. 'I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
I have sworn to David my servant: 
I will establish your dynasty for ever 
and set up your throne through all ages.' R. 
 

3. He will say to me: 'You are my father, 
my God, the rock who saves me.' 
I will keep my love for him always; 
for him my covenant shall endure. R. 
 

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

SECOND READING     Romans   16:25-2 
 A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans    
      
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live 
according to the Good News I preach, and in which I 
proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept 
secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must be 
broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them to the 
obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has 
predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God 
wants things to be. He alone is wisdom; give glory 
therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
 All: Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation           Lk 1: 38 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: 
may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia! 
 
THE GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke                                  
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary. He went in and said to her, 
‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She 
was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself 
what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, 
‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. 
Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you 
must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House 
of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’ Mary 
said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I 
am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the 
angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will 
cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy 
and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your 
kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself 
conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is 
now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to 
God’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let 
what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left 
her.  The Gospel of the Lord 
 
All: Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ 
 
 
 



4/5 September  2021      4 Domenica di Avvento                23/24 Dicembre 2023 

Prima Lettura  2Sam 7,1-5.8-12.14.16 
Dal secondo libro di Samuèle 
 

Il re Davide, quando si fu stabilito nella sua casa, e il 
Signore gli ebbe dato riposo da tutti i suoi nemici 
all’intorno, disse al profeta Natan: «Vedi, io abito in 
una casa di cedro, mentre l’arca di Dio sta sotto i teli 
di una tenda». Natan rispose al re: «Va’, fa’ quanto 
hai in cuor tuo, perché il Signore è con te».  
Ma quella stessa notte fu rivolta a Natan questa 
parola del Signore: «Va’ e di’ al mio servo Davide: 
“Così dice il Signore: Forse tu mi costruirai una casa, 
perché io vi abiti? Io ti ho preso dal pascolo, mentre 
seguivi il gregge, perché tu fossi capo del mio popolo 
Israele. Sono stato con te dovunque sei andato, ho 
distrutto tutti i tuoi nemici davanti a te e renderò il 
tuo nome grande come quello dei grandi che sono 
sulla terra. Fisserò un luogo per Israele, mio popolo, 
e ve lo pianterò perché vi abiti e non tremi più e i 
malfattori non lo opprimano come in passato e 
come dal giorno in cui avevo stabilito dei giudici sul 
mio popolo Israele. Ti darò riposo da tutti i tuoi 
nemici. Il Signore ti annuncia che farà a te una casa.  
Quando i tuoi giorni saranno compiuti e tu dormirai 
con i tuoi padri, io susciterò un tuo discendente 
dopo di te, uscito dalle tue viscere, e renderò stabile 
il suo regno. Io sarò per lui padre ed egli sarà per me 
figlio.  
La tua casa e il tuo regno saranno saldi per sempre 
davanti a me, il tuo trono sarà reso stabile per 
sempre”».  Parola di Dio  
 
Tutti: Rendiamo grazie a Dio 
 
Salmo responsoriale  Sal 88  
Seguite il coro se il ritornello del salmo e diverso del 
foglietto.  
 
R: Canterò per sempre l’amore del Signore. 
 
1.Canterò in eterno l’amore del Signore, 
di generazione in generazione  
farò conoscere con la mia bocca la tua fedeltà, 
perché ho detto: «È un amore edificato per sempre; 
nel cielo rendi stabile la tua fedeltà».  
 
2. «Ho stretto un’alleanza con il mio eletto, 
ho giurato a Davide, mio servo. 
Stabilirò per sempre la tua discendenza, 
di generazione in generazione edificherò il tuo 
trono».  
 
3. «Egli mi invocherà: “Tu sei mio padre, 

mio Dio e roccia della mia salvezza”. 
Gli conserverò sempre il mio amore, 
la mia alleanza gli sarà fedele». 
 
R: Canterò per sempre l’amore del Signore. 
 
Seconda Lettura  Rm 16,25-27 
Dalla lettera di san Paolo apostolo ai Romani 
 

Fratelli, a colui che ha il potere di confermarvi 
nel mio vangelo, che annuncia Gesù Cristo, secondo la 
rivelazione del mistero, avvolto nel silenzio per secoli 
eterni, ma ora manifestato mediante le scritture dei 
Profeti, per ordine dell’eterno Dio, annunciato a tutte le 
genti perché giungano all’obbedienza della fede, 
a Dio, che solo è sapiente, per mezzo di Gesù Cristo, 
la gloria nei secoli. Amen.        Parola di Dio 
 
Tutti: Rendiamo grazie a Dio 
 
Canto al Vangelo  (Luca 1,38) 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Ecco la serva del Signore: 
avvenga per me secondo la tua parola. 
Alleluia. 
 
Vangelo          Lc 1,26-38 
+ Dal Vangelo secondo Luca 
 

In quel tempo, l’angelo Gabriele fu mandato da Dio in una 
città della Galilea, chiamata Nàzaret, a una vergine, 
promessa sposa di un uomo della casa di Davide, di nome 
Giuseppe. La vergine si chiamava Maria. Entrando da lei, 
disse: «Rallègrati, piena di grazia: il Signore è con te». 
A queste parole ella fu molto turbata e si domandava che 
senso avesse un saluto come questo. L’angelo le disse: 
«Non temere, Maria, perché hai trovato grazia presso Dio. 
Ed ecco, concepirai un figlio, lo darai alla luce e lo 
chiamerai Gesù. Sarà grande e verrà chiamato Figlio 
dell’Altissimo; il Signore Dio gli darà il trono di Davide suo 
padre e regnerà per sempre sulla casa di Giacobbe e il suo 
regno non avrà fine». 
Allora Maria disse all’angelo: «Come avverrà questo, 
poiché non conosco uomo?». Le rispose l’angelo: «Lo 
Spirito Santo scenderà su di te e la potenza dell’Altissimo 
ti coprirà con la sua ombra. Perciò colui che nascerà sarà 
santo e sarà chiamato Figlio di Dio. Ed ecco, Elisabetta, tua 
parente, nella sua vecchiaia ha concepito anch’essa un 
figlio e questo è il sesto mese per lei, che era detta sterile: 
nulla è impossibile a Dio».  
Allora Maria disse: «Ecco la serva del Signore: avvenga per 
me secondo la tua parola». E l’angelo si allontanò da lei. 
Parola del Signore.    Tutti:           Lode a te o Cristo. 
 



  WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Names will remain for 4 weeks, then a new 
request is required.   
Julie Mamo;  Rose Walker; Jenny Cox; Slvador 
Kassab, Wafa Dindo 
HOUSE VISITATIONS  
Do you or someone you know require any of 
the following  

• Annual House Visits 

• Visits to the Sick 

• Anointing of the Sick 
Please contact the Presbytery on 9484 2907 to 
arrange a time with Fr Shabin or Fr. Dixon. 
SICK OR HOUSEBOUND / MALATE O 
CONFINATE A CASA  
Se conoscete persone che sono malate o 
confinate a casa e vorrebbero ricevere visite o 
la comunione a casa siete pregati di mettervi in 
contatto contact Parish Offices 9484 2907   
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  Will recommence 1 
February 2024 
 
BAPTISMS: by appointment only 
1 Sunday of the month - St. Mary’s   
2 Sunday of the month—Holy Spirit 
3 Sunday of the month - St. Anthony’s  
4 Sunday of the month– St. Joseph’s 
First Wednesday of the month. 
St. Joseph’s: Baptism Preparation by 
appointment only. 
St. Mary’s: By appointment only please call 
parish Office 
St Anthony’s and Holy Spirit :Baptism prep 
session 1st Saturday of the month 10am with 
Kevin and Katrina Jansz.   
SENIORS  
After the Thursday Italian Mass 9.15am at Holy 
Spirit Parish Hall. 
 - Dopo messa Bingo e carte nella sala, si offre 
caffe e biscotti. Tutti benvenuti 
After Mass, Bingo and cards in the hall, with 
Coffee and biscuits offered). All Welcome. 
Last Friday of the month 
St. Joseph’s Seniors Mass every last Friday of 
the Month at  10.30am in the church. 
Parrochiani anziani di San Giuseppe sono 
invitati a partecipare alla Santa Messa ultimo 
Venerdi del messe alle 10.30am. 
 

Masses of Anointing of the Sick 
 9.15am Mass of Anointing of the Sick will take 
place in the first week of the month at all 
Parishes at respective weekday Mass time.  
“Telephone Prayer meeting” 
When: Every Tuesday at  11.30am                         
Dial: 07- 5660 6012 (call from home) 
Access code: 722762 # 
Cost: Cost of a local call. Open to all. 
Catholic Religious Education 
St. Mary’s: Sundays at 9.45 am. R.E Classes in 
preparation for Sacraments. Please contact 
Mirella 9484 2907.  
St Anthony’s and Holy Spirt :Sacramental 
program 5pm to 6pm in meeting room St 
Anthony’s,  six weeks before the Sacrament is 
received.    

Safeguarding Children, Young  
People and Vulnerable People Committee   
Contact Person: Moses El-Fahkri  via Parish 
Office. 
 

 

 

www.nothparishes.org.au             |              www.melbcatholic.org/s/hosan 

Parish Notices 

  How can you contribute to our parishes 
  This QR code is unique to St Anthony, Alphington and Holy Spirit, Thornbury East and will give  
  parishioners direct access to our CDF pay web page. To make a payment, parishioners simply  
  scan our CDF pay QR code with their mobile phone and follow a few easy steps.  
  If you would  like to donate via Tap and Go please use the terminal located   in the  
  foyer. The limit is $5. All you need to do to make a donation is tap the terminal with your  
  credit card/ debit card/smart phone smart watch - donations will go straight in to our Church 
account. Church Account: Holy Spirit and St Anthony’s Account: BSB 083 347 Account 573502200   
Presbytery Accounts: St Mary’s & St Joseph’s BSB 083 347 Account 857260792 Church account St. Mary’s:  
BSB: 083 347 Account: 557931064 Church account: St. Joseph's: BSB: 083 347 Account: 663182650 

 

Charity Account:  BSN 083 347    Account Number: 140666074 

Next week’s readings:  The Holy Family,  Jesus, Mary & Joseph 31 December 
Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3       Psalm 105 or 128    Heb11: 8, 11-12, 17-19     Luke 2 : 22-40 

Archbishop’s Christmas Blessings and Ukraine Appeal  
Can you help? Envelops and cards are on the pews. 
Dear Friends 
Christmas Blessings to you and your family! 
 In these Advent days of preparation, we are being invited to open 
our hearts and make a home within us for the child Jesus. In a 
world that longs for light and hope, the infant Jesus comes to us as 
a sign of God’s nearness, just like he did 2,000 years ago.  
He is Emmanuel– ‘God with Us’  
Earlier this year, I had the opportunity to visit our brothers and 
sisters in Ukraine. For almost two years now they have been 

immersed in a war that seemingly has no end in sight. During our visit we attended the 
funeral of a fallen soldier at the Garrison church of Sts Peter and Paul in Lviv, where they 
host upward to 12 funerals a day. The image that has stayed with me from that experience 
is that of three generations of women who surrounded their loved one: a mother who had 
lost her son, a wife who had lost her husband and a daughter who would never see her 
father again. There are no winners in war, only families torn apart. Sadly this is the painful 
reality facing so many in our world at this time. 
What might we do to offer a sense of hope to those who suffer? The head of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparthy of Australia and New Zealand Bishop Mykola Bycholk CssR has asked the 
church in Australia to continue to pray for his people back home and for any support we can 
provide. While they can be assured of my prayers, I will also be providing financial aid to 
those who have been displaced and in need of practical assistance and relief. I invite you to 
offer what you can and, together may we too be a sign of God's nearness to those who need 
it most. 
Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us. Yours in Christ, Archbishop Peter A Comensoli 

MASS TIMES 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY—Jesus Mary and Joseph 

Saturday 30 December 
                        5pm Holy Spirit Church Thornbury East 
        5.30pm St. Joseph's Northcote  
Sunday 31 December 
9.00am St. Anthony’s Alphington 
9.30am Holy Spirit Thornbury East 
10am St. Mary’s Thornbury 
11am St. Joseph's Northcote 
11am St. Anthony’s Alphington 
5.30pm St. Mary’s Thornbury   
The Tamil community will celebrate a Mass at St Anthony's on New Years Eve 
at 10.30pm and will conclude at 12 midnight.  All welcome  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 1 JANUARY 2024 
10am St. Anthony’s Alphington 
10am St. Mary’s Thornbury 


