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We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of  the Kulin Nation who are the traditional 
custodians of  this land and pay our respect to the elders past, present and emerging. 

 

 Risen Christ 
The Catholic Communities of 

Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham & St Francis Xavier, Montmorency 

 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 16 & 17 August 2025  -  Year C 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 
We support the recommendations of the Royal Commission into institutional abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

Gospel - Luke 12:49-53 
Jesus said to his disciples:  ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were blazing 
already!  There is a baptism I must still receive, and how great is my distress till it is over! 
‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division.  For from 
now on a household of five will be divided:  three against two and two against three;  the father 
divided against the son, son against father, mother against daughter, daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 

Reflection - Break Open the Word 2025 
At the beginning of the gospel (Mt 3:11;  Lk 3:16), John the Baptist says of Jesus that he will “baptise 
… with the Holy spirit and with fire”.  Now it is coming to pass. 
Faced with opposition to his ministry, Jesus embraces the ‘baptism of fire’ that he sees looming.  It 
is not fun.  He is distressed but very determined and committed to fulfil his mission, come what 
may.  And all those who follow him will share the same fate.  Hostility will manifest itself even 
within a believer’s family. 
Jesus’ terrifying cry of anguish should be read with passion.  The rhetorical accumulation of 
divisions should be allowed to build.  Then a significant pause will be required before pronouncing:  
The gospel of the Lord. 

The next Parish Finance Committee meeting will be held at 7pm at 
Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham on Monday 25th August 2025. 

This will be an open meeting where all parishioners are welcome to attend. 

Congratulations on 40 years! 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest 
Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 
 Michael.Sierakowski@cam.org.au 
Parish Office all correspondence to: 
 86 Mayona Road, 
 Montmorency  Vic  3094 
 9435 4742 
 RisenChrist.Parish@cam.org.au 
Kate Kogler: Parish Secretary 
 Tue-Fri 9am-3pm 
Peter Williams: Safeguarding Officer 
 RisenChrist.ChildSafety@cam.org.au 
 Volunteers 
Marisa Capuana: Various 
Kerry Mash: Wed & Fri 10am-3pm 
www.melbcatholic.org/risenchristparish 
Facebook: Risen Christ Parish 
Risen Christ Parish Bulletin items: 
 RisenChrist.Parish@cam.org.au 
Schools 

Holy Trinity Primary School 
Principal:  Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Rudy Vail:  9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Principal:  Philip Cachia:  9435 8474 
principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

PARISH  TEAM & INFORMATION Risen Christ Parish Calendar of Events 
Saturday 16 

12:00pm Baptisms:  Kobi, Max, Milla 
 & Frederick Montmorency 

6:00pm Mass Montmorency 

Sunday 17 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Mass & First Eucharists Eltham 

11:00am Michael’s 40th Anniversary of Ordination 
 Morning Tea Eltham 

12:00pm Baptisms: Tommy Eltham 

Tuesday 19 

9:30am Mass: Feast of the Assumption & 
 Welcome Mrs Nolen 
 (SFX Whole School Mass) Montmorency 

10:00am Rosary Montmorency 

10:00am Craft Group Montmorency 

11:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry Eltham 

2:00pm Bethany Small Church Community Montmorency 

Wednesday 20 

6:30am Meditation Montmorency 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Eltham 

1:00pm Kairos Small Church Community Montmorency 

Thursday 21 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

10:30am ASRC Food Collection Montmorency 

2:30pm Meditation Eltham 

7:00pm Meditation Eltham 

Friday 22 

9:30am Mass & OLHC Gr 4/5 & 5/6 Eltham 

Saturday 23 

6:00pm Mass & First Eucharists Montmorency 

Sunday 24 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Mass Eltham 

Tuesday 26 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Rosary Montmorency 

7:00pm Jordan Small Church Community Montmorency 

Collections: 2 & 3 August 2025 

  OLHC SFX 

Thanksgiving 
Cash 
Electronic 

$722.00 
$1,329.00 

$855.00 
$3,662.00 

Presbytery 
Cash 
Electronic 

$966.20 
$50.00 

$877.90 
$315.00 

Thanksgiving / Stewardship Offering  

Month OLHC SFX Total 

May $6,846.67 $7,868.50 $14,715.17 

June $7,561.67 $10,092.50 $17,654.17 

July $5,586.47 $8,151.50 $13,737.97 

Thanksgiving 
Dear Parishioners, 
Following is a list of ways in which you can 
give towards the running of our Parish  
(clockwise from top right): 
A) scan the QR code (https://

bit.ly/45ifhRp) & you can donate to any 
Parish finance campaign including 
Thanksgiving, Presbytery Offerings, 
baptisms etc. 

B) cash/coins in the collection baskets at 
each church 

C) EFTPOS terminals 
D) thanksgiving envelopes 
E) set up payments from credit/debit cards 

Thank you for your generous support, 
Michael 

RECONCILIATION 
available half an hour before 

any weekday or weekend Parish Mass. 
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Congratulations to all who celebrate 

their sacraments this weekend: 

Saturday 16th August, 2025 
St Francis Xavier, Montmorency, 12:00pm 
Kobi Penelope Dimasi Baptism 
Frederick Kevin Lewis Baptism 
Milla Amelia McLinden Baptism 
Max Thomas Rubira Baptism 

Sunday 10th August, 2025 
Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham, 10:00am 
Mia Jade Bartholomew First Eucharist 
Erica Catherine Bell First Eucharist 
Annabelle Mia Lindsay First Eucharist 
Zara Grace Palermo First Eucharist 
Aiyah Dawn Quill First Eucharist 
Ava Loren Zaccaria First Eucharist 

Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham, 12:00pm 
Tommy Matthew Scannell Baptism 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 
before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 
Pat Hosmer, Siobhan Lappin, Frances McDonald, Jarrod Mizzi, 
Cindy & Ed Morrissey, Regina Roszczenko (mother of Liz Gray), 

Jeanne Vanderwert 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
Thomas Caulfield, Watty Gatt, Geoffrey Harris, 

Aileen Moriarty, Alan Radcliffe 

Eltham 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 
Stephen Andrew, Penny Boyce, Ruth Decker, Mary Luttick, 

Bernard Murray, Audrey Tunks 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
Paul Goss 

To include an anniversary please contact Parish Office 
9435 4742 or RisenChrist.Parish@cam.org.au. 

Roster for week ending 17 August 2025 
Boyd, Mary PRYR 

Capuana, Marisa LoW-01 Thu 
Cseh, Nika R10:00 

Donnellan, Denice H10:00 
Dopheide, Marlis E10:00 

Dunell, Linda ASE 
Edwards, Elisabeth C10:00 
Goodison, Pauline CLNR 
Grande, Silvana H10:00 
Haines, Geoff E10:00 

Haines, Jan-Marie E10:00 
Iliffe, Yvonne E10:00 
Love, Philip W8:30 

Mallia, Anthony E10:00 
Maloney, Jo W6:00 
Maynes, Phil W6:00 

McKinley, Michael W8:30 
Nolan, Kathleen H10:00 

Nolan, Mike H10:00 
Reardon, Kathy H10:00 

Roy, Yvonne CLNR 
Ryan Family PRSE 
Rygala, Ella H10:00 
Said, Marie ASRC 
Said, Mike ASRC 

Williams, Anne H10:00 
Williams, Peter H10:00 
Wood, Marie CLNR 

Roster for week ending 24 August 2025 
Capuana, Marisa CLNR 

Castellanos, Rodrigo E10:00 
Davidson, John PRYR 

Donnellan, Denice E10:00 
Dunell, Linda E10:00 
Dunell, Linda H10:00 
Dunell, Rick H10:00 

Furtado, Lorraine C10:00 
Haines, Geoff E10:00 

Maloney, Nigel W6:00 
McKenna, John CLNR 
Ramsdale, John W8:30 
Reardon, Kathy ASE 
Reardon, Peter E10:00 

Scannell Family PRSE 
Skipper, Patsy LoW-01 Thu 

Stone, Nan W6:00 
Sullivan, Frances W8:30 
Turnbull, Mark H10:00 

Turnbull, Pauline H10:00 
Williams, Peter R10:00 

ASE = Altar Society @ Eltham; 
C = Commentator; 

CLKR = PowerPoint Clicker @ SFX; 
CLNR = Cleaner @ SFX;  R = Reader; 

E = Eucharistic Minister; 
H = Hospitality; 

LoW-01 = Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion @ SFX; 

PRSE = Pilgrim Rosary Statue @ Eltham; 
M = Music;  W = Minister of the Word 

Risen Christ Parishioner Profiles 
Introducing:  Gabriele Marz 

My name is Gabriele and I attend the Sunday 
morning service.  I sit at the front because I can’t 
hear well and am wobbly on my feet. 
I was born in Germany and am the fourth child 
from a household of seven.  I migrated to 
Australia in 1962 and worked for the Pallottine 
Missionary in Kew as a house keeper.  I taught 
domestic science, cooking and nutrition as a 
teacher.  I also did reception work for 10 years at 
Mena House Private Hospital. 
I moved to Leith Par, now known as Abound, in St Helena and 
that is when I began attending St Francis Xavier for the last twelve 
years or so. 
I love gardening, knitting, crocheting and cooking. 
When I could drive, I drove to parts around Victoria exploring 
nature.  The trip to Uluru was transformative and breathtaking.  I 
have also enjoyed doing silent retreats, one before Covid and the 
other a few years ago. 
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Prayers of the Faithful for 17 August 2025 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Leader: With hope and trust, we pray to the Lord today. 

“You are a priest forever of the order of Melchizedek.”  Today we pray for all those called to the vocation of the 
priesthood, but we pray especially for Father Michael who celebrates his 40th Anniversary of Ordination.  May God 
continue to bless him and to give him the strength and courage to follow in Christ’s path. 
 Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

“He set my feet upon a rock and made my footsteps firm.”  Trust in the Lord renews strength, brings hope and reveals 
new possibilities.  May we open our hearts to the Lord, trusting in his presence.  We remember and pray for all who have 
lost direction and joy in their lives, for those separated from family, those seeking employment, a refuge or a safe home. 
 Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

“I know them, and they follow me.”  We give thanks for carers, teachers, parents and all who teach, guide and nurture 
others - a precious and privileged role.  May the Lord guide us all as we care for each other, and bless us with the gifts of 
gentleness, understanding and patience. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

“I have come to bring fire to the earth.”  May we be advocates for compassion and social justice.  We ask for the 
creativity to seek solutions, to think laterally, to speak up and continue advocating for social justice.  May the Lord grace 
our world leaders with the determination and courage to work for just, peaceful solutions to global conflicts. 
 Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for our lives, our family and the beauty of our world.  May we cherish and nurture these gifts and spread 
the joy of God’s love in our community. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick.  May they feel the warmth and love of God’s presence. 
 Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who have died recently;  and for those whose anniversaries occur around this time, including Thomas 
Caulfield, Watty Gatt, Paul Goss, Geoffrey Harris, Aileen Moriarty & Alan Radcliffe.  May they rest in the peace of 
Christ. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: May we walk together, confident in the Lord’s presence in our lives.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

A Charismatic Mass with Sacrament of Anointing 
will be celebrated 

on Thursday 21st August 
at St Thomas the Apostle, 

251 Diamond Creek Road, Greensborough North. 

The evening will commence at 7pm with Praise & Worship, 
followed by Mass and Supper. 

All welcome. 

For further details, please contact Emilia 0418 120 902. 

The 2025 Archbishop’s Campaign is now 
underway, and we ask everyone to consider a 
pledge to support the vital ministries of our 
Archdiocese. 
These ministries are outlined in the campaign 
brochure which you will Þnd in your pew and in 
the foyer today. 
Tax-deductible donations go to the 
Archbishop’s Charitable Fund which supports 
the Corpus Christi College Building Fund, the 
Priests Retirement Foundation, John Pierce 
Centre, Melbourne Overseas Mission, the 
University of Divinity Building Fund as well as 
Catholic community agencies and service 
organisations through annual grants. 
Non-tax-deductible donations go to the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Melbourne Religious Projects 
Fund and support seminarian formation and 
evangelisation ministries. 
Please review the campaign material and 
prayerfully consider pledging a recuring 
monthly gift. 
Tear-off pledge cards are attached to the 
campaign envelopes in the church. 
You can also make a gift online at 
melbournecatholic.org/archbishopscampaign or 
via the QR codes on the campaign materials. 


