Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear A)

8 October 2023

Readings

Next Week
Is 25:6-10
Ps 22
Phil 4:12-14, 19-20
Mt 22:1-14

in a nutshell

The fruits of the kingdom. The
tenants in today’s Gospel had
received much from the landowner
who had established the vineyard.
It was only fair that he should
receive a share of the fruits of the
crop. Likewise, we have received
much from Christ whose grace
produces in us the fruits of truth,
goodness, purity, love, honour and
virtue. We pay our dues to Christ
when we share these fruits with
others.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Harry &
Dorothy Heering

For those who have died recently
and all those whose anniversary
occurs at this time.

of special note

World Mission Sunday Appeal
October 21/22

More information inside!

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

Within your will, O Lord, all things are
established, and there is none that can resist
your will. For you have made all things, the
heaven and the earth, and all that is held within
the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all.

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) The vineyard of the Lord is the House of
Israel.

You brought a vine out of Egypt;

to plant it you drove out the nations.

It stretched out its branches to the sea,

to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. (R.)

Then why have you broken down its walls?
It is plucked by all who pass by.

It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
devoured by the beasts of the field. (R.)

God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.

Visit this vine and protect it,

the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)

And we shall never forsake you again:

give us life that we may call upon your name.
God of hosts, bring us back;

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.

(R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

| call you friends, says the Lord, because | have
made known to you everything | have learnt
from my Father. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to
the soul that seeks him.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30pm (EST)
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our
Parish is committed to the care, wellbeing
and protection of children, and vulnerable
people in our community.

Remember children should be accompanied
by an adult family member to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

Car Parking ~-WEEKDAY Masses

Please use available car parks for Mass
rather than the front of the church. Please
Leave the front for the truly disabled.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s
Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan Somers
0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please: mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese
visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee—Friday
October 6

Thank you to the volunteers who turn up to assist
with the maintenance of the grounds around the
church. 4pm onwards

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, 10 October
Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm
Parish Council 8:00pm

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH

Parish Notices

SVDP News

The Saint Vincent de Paul Piety Stall now has in stock the 2024 Columban Art
Calendar which includes beautiful artwork, liturgical information, and feast days at
$10.00 each. We also have a stock of Christmas Cards in packs of 5 for $3.00 each.
As of This weekend St Vincent de Paul will are again selling tomato plants at $3
each. There are 8 varieties: Grosse Lisse, Beef Steak, Bucci, Tiny Tom, Sweet Bite,
Black Russian, San Marzano Roma and Ox Heart. To order please contact Alan on
9735 5436 or e-mail asom9346@bigpond.net .au

Upcoming Parish Sausage Sizzles

1. Sunday, October 22 after 5:00 p.m. Mass

ALL parishioners are invited to stay after the Sunday 5pm Mass and enjoy a BBQ.
The school will provide the music for this Mass.

2. Sunday, November 26 after 10:30am Mass

ALL parishioners are invited to stay after Mass for a sausage sizzle afterwards. A
good chance to socialise with your fellow parishioners.

Parish Sacramental Program

For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to receive the Sacraments,
Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation, instructions are available
through our Parish. Contact the parish office or annevan.tilburg@gmail.com
Contact Anne by mid-December for 2024 enrolments

St Mary’s Prayer Group

The Prayer Group meets every first Friday of the month in the church from 2-3
p.m. “Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart to God or the requesting of
good things from God” (St. John Damascene).

Adoration of the Eucharist

The Eucharist; The Eucharistic Presence of Christ in our churches brings a
new dimension even to the cosmos itself: God Himself sacramentally
present in time and space, a presence unique in the entire universe. (Fr.
Antony Jones)

Confession: We should be displeased with ourselves when we commit sin, for sin is
displeasing to God. Sinful though we are, let us at least be like God in this, that we
are displeased at what displeases him. In some measure then you will be in
harmony with God’s will, because you find displeasing in yourself what is abhorrent
to your Creator. (Saint Augustine)

Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday 6:00pm (first Thursday
Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Parish Car Parks

Please leave the disabled car spaces for those people who require them. At school
times this is a shared car park and there are families with children attending the
school who require these spaces.

Stewardship Corner

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the corner stone...” - Matthew
21:42

Jesus was rejected by the religious and political leaders of his day, as well as
ordinary citizens, but he was still obedient to God, the Father. Similarly, living a
stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” by others, but we, too are
called to be obedient. Saying grace before a meal in a restaurant may attract some
strange looks from some. But to others it is a sign that God is alive and well!
Contributions can be made using the QR Code, via the website, by direct debit to:
St Mary’s Church BSB 083-347 account number 648531736 Ref THK and your
surname or call the office and arrange with Janine to get envelopes or set up
regular direct debit/credit card payments. Just a reminder donations via the Tap
and Go machine go towards the presbytery collection to support the parish priest.
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September Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report
Total income: $4116
Total Expenditure: $3183.85

All Saints Day Party

St Mary's Parish invites all kids to join us for our All Saints Day
Party! Party games, party food and lots of Lollies!

When: Saturday 28th October

Time: 3.30pm- 4.45pm followed by 5pm Family Mass

Where: St. Mary's School Hall

Come dressed as your favourite Saint! Prizes for best costumes!
Contact Rachael: 0437123802

World Mission Sunday Appeal Weekend—October 21/22
Tuberculosis, malnutrition and maternal mortality are conditions
all too familiar for the people of Timor-Leste. In two weeks’ time
you will learn about the work of the Salesian Sisters, including
nurse, Sister Carolina, who desires to see better outcomes for
her community. We will also share the story of 8-month-old
Jose* and his desperate need for medical attention. We have the
opportunity to partner with this life@giving work, and your
prayers and generosity are crucial in ensuring this program can
continue. This opportunity is a great way to commit to the
missionary movement, as He reminds us in Luke 24:13-35, the
fire of Christ burns within us and encourages us to take action for
those in most need. *Name altered to protect identity Freecall:
1800 257 296 catholicmission.org.au/timor

Morning Tea after 10.30am Sunday Mass

Stay and chat over a cuppa! Consider joining the roster to assist
in serving. If you are unable to serve but would like to
contribute, donations of packaged biscuits would be appreciated.
Contact Rachael 0437123802

Morning tea after 9:00am Mass first Tuesday of the month.

Marriage Anniversary Mass, St Patrick’s Cathedral

Sunday 22 October, 2023 11:00am — 12:00pm

Couples and families are invited to join us as we celebrate our
annual Anniversary Mass. Couples who register and are
celebrating the following anniversaries—5th, 10th, 15th, 20th,
25th, 30th, 35th or 40 years and above—will receive a
commemorative certificate. Register by Sunday 15 October at
trybooking.com/CLKRB. For all enquiries, please contact Proclaim
on 9926 5721 or email proclaim@cam.org.au.

Something to make you smile!

A middle-aged woman and her husband interrupted their holiday
in Bali to go to the dentist.

“l want a tooth pulled, and | don't want Novocaine because I'm
in a big hurry,” the woman said. “Just extract the tooth as quickly
as possible, and we'll be on our way.”

The dentist was quite impressed. “You're certainly a courageous
woman,” he said. “Which tooth is it?”

The woman turned to her husband and said, “Show him your
tooth, dear.”

Readings Reflection

Living on the Vine

In today’s Gospel Jesus returns to the Old Testament
symbol of the vineyard to teach about Israel, the Church,
and the kingdom of God.

And the symbolism of today’s First Reading and Psalm is
readily understood.

God is the owner and the house of Israel is the vineyard.
A cherished vine, Israel was plucked from Egypt and
transplanted in a fertile land specially spaded and
prepared by God, hedged about by the city walls of
Jerusalem, watched over by the towering Temple. But
the vineyard produced no good grapes for the wine, a
symbol for the holy lives God wanted for His people. So
God allowed His vineyard to be overrun by foreign
invaders, as Isaiah foresees in the First Reading.

Jesus picks up the story where Isaiah leaves off, even
using lsaiah’s words to describe the vineyard’s wine
press, hedge, and watchtower. Israel’s religious leaders,
the tenants in His parable, have learned nothing from
Isaiah or Israel’s past. Instead of producing good fruits,
they’ve killed the owner’s servants, the prophets sent to
gather the harvest of faithful souls.

In a dark foreshadowing of His own crucifixion outside
Jerusalem, Jesus says the tenants’ final outrage will be
to seize the owner’s son, and to kill him outside the
vineyard walls.

For this, the vineyard, which Jesus calls the kingdom of
God, will be taken away and given to new tenants—the
leaders of the Church, who will produce its fruit.

We are each a vine in the Lord’s vineyard, grafted onto
the true vine of Christ (see John 15:1-8), called to bear
fruits of the righteousness in Him (see Philippians 1:11)
and to be the “first fruits” of a new creation (see James
1:18).

We need to take care that we don’t let ourselves be
overgrown with the thorns and briars of worldly anxiety.
As today’s Epistle advises, we need to fill our hearts and
minds with noble intentions and virtuous deeds,
rejoicing always that the Lord is near.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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Saying the Rosary is saying “I love You.”

[7 October is the Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary and October is the month of the Rosary]

From the earliest days, the Church asked its faithful to recite the one hundred and fifty Psalms of David. This custom still prevails
among priests, who recite some of these Psalms every day. But it was not easy for anyone to memorize the one hundred and fifty
Psalms. Then, too, before the invention of printing, it was difficult to procure a book. That is why certain important books like the
Bible had to be chained like telephone books; otherwise people would have run off with them. Incidentally, this gave rise to the
stupid lie that the Church would not allow anyone to read the Bible, because it was chained. The fact is, it was chained so people
could read it. The telephone book is chained, too, but it is more consulted than any book in modern civilization!

The people who could not read the one hundred and fifty Psalms wanted to do something to make up for it. So they substituted
one hundred and fifty Hail Marys. They broke up these one hundred and fifty, in the manner of the [Eastern] Acathist, into fifteen
decades, or series of ten. Each part was to be said while meditating on a different aspect of the Life of Our Lord. To keep the
decades separate, each one of them began with the Our Father and ended with the Doxology of Praise to the Trinity. St. Dominic,
who died in 1221, received from the Blessed Mother the command to preach and to popularize this devotion for the good of
souls, for conquest over evil, and for the prosperity of Holy Mother Church and thus gave us the Rosary in its present classical
form.

Practically all the prayers of the Rosary, as well as the details of the Life of Our Saviour on which one meditates while saying it, are
to be found in the Scriptures. The first part of the Hail Mary is nothing but the words of the Angel to Mary; the next part, the
words of Elizabeth to Mary on the occasion of her visit. The only exception is the last part of the Hail Mary, namely, “Holy Mary,
Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, and at the hour of our death. Amen.” This was not introduced until the latter part of the
Middle Ages. Since it seizes upon the two decisive moments of life: “Now, and at the hour of our death,” it suggests the
spontaneous outcry of people in a great calamity. The Black Death, which ravaged all Europe and wiped out one-third of its
population, prompted the faithful to cry out to the Mother of Our Lord to protect them, at a time when the present moment and
death were almost one.

In keeping with the spirit of adding something to this prayer when evil is intensified, | find it interesting that, when the Blessed
Mother appeared at Fatima in 1917 because of the great decline in morals and the advent of godlessness, she asked that, after the
“Glory be to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,” we add, “O my Jesus forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of Hell, lead all souls to
Heaven, especially those who are most in need of Thy mercy.”

It is objected that there is much repetition in the Rosary because the Lord’s Prayer and the Hail Mary are said so often; therefore it
is monotonous. That reminds me of a woman who came to see me one evening after instructions. She said, “I would never
become a Catholic. You say the same words in the Rosary over and over again, and anyone who repeats the same words is never
sincere. | would never believe anyone who repeated his words, and neither would God.” | asked her who the man was with her.
She said he was her fiancé. | asked: “Does he love you?” “Certainly, he does.” “But how do you know?” “He told me.” “What did
he say?” “He said: ‘I love you.” ” “When did he tell you last?” “About an hour ago.” “Did he tell you before?” “Yes, last night.”
“What did he say?” ” ‘I love you.” ” “But never before?” “He tells me every night.” | said: “Do not believe him. He is repeating; he is
not sincere.”

The beautiful truth is that there is no repetition in, “I love you.” Because there is a new moment of time, another point in space,
the words do not mean the same as they did at another time or space. A mother says to her son: “You are a good boy.” She may
have said it ten thousand times before, but each time it means something different; the whole personality goes out to it anew, as
a new historical circumstance summons forth a new outburst of affection. Love is never monotonous in the uniformity of its
expression. The mind is infinitely variable in its language, but the heart is not. The heart of a man, in the face of the woman he
loves, is too poor to translate the infinity of his affection into a different word. So the heart takes one expression, “I love you,” and
in saying it over and over again, it never repeats. It is the only real news in the universe.

That is what we do when we say the Rosary, we are saying to God, the Trinity, to the Incarnate Saviour, to the Blessed Mother: “I
love You, | love You, | love you.” Each time it means something different because, at each decade, our mind is moving to a new
demonstration of the Saviour’s love: for example, from the mystery of His Love which willed to become one of us in His
Incarnation, to the other mystery of love when He suffered for us, and on to the other mystery of His Love where He intercedes
for us before the Heavenly Father. And who shall forget that Our Lord Himself in the moment of His greatest agony repeated,
three times within an hour, the same prayer?

All the idle moments of one’s life can be sanctified, thanks to the Rosary. As we walk the streets, we pray with the Rosary hidden
in our hand or in our pocket; driving an automobile, the little knobs under most steering wheels can serve as counters for the
decades. While waiting to be served at a lunchroom, or waiting for a train, or in a store; or while playing dummy at bridge; or
when conversation or a lecture lags — all these moments can be sanctified and made to serve inner peace, thanks to a prayer that
enables one to pray at all times and under all circumstances. If you wish to convert anyone to the fullness of the knowledge of Our
Lord and of His Mystical Body, then teach him the Rosary. One of two things will happen. Either he will stop saying the Rosary —
or he will get the gift of faith.

Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen, from the book The World’s First Love



