OUR MASS TIMES

Tue -Fri: 9.15am Mass— Please
see parish Calendar for up to date
mass and calendar details.

Fri: 6 - 7pm Adoration and
Reconciliation

Sat: 6.00 pm (Livestream)

Sun: 9.00 and 11.00am

Sun: 5.00pm Youth Mass
RECONCILIATION

Fri: From 6 - 7pm
Sat: From 5.30pm - 5.50pm

OFFICE HOURS Ol
Tue to Fri 9am - 4pm ¢

OUR PRIESTS

PARISH PRIEST

Rev Jerald Mariadas
jerald.mariadas@cam.org.au
ASSISTANT PRIEST

Rev Libeesh Kuriakose

libeesh.kuriakose@cam.org.au
OUR TEAM

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Loretta Hughes
loretta.hughes@cam.org.au

PARISH COORDINATOR
Liza Jansz (Tue - Thurs)
Rowville@cam.org.au
liza.jansz@cam.org.au
PARISH SUPPORT OFFICER
Cyrilla D’Souza (Tue - Fri)
Cyrilla.dsouza@cam.org.au
AFTER SCHOOL
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
(SACRAMENTS)
& BAPTISM
COORDINATOR T LT A
Mrs Theresa Abraham EI ;
Theresa.abraham@cam.org.au
FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR
Melody Wells-Jansz
melody.wells-jansz@cam.org.au
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Newton Marques
Rowville@cam.org.au

WEDDINGS, MARRIAGE PREP,
FUNERALS

Please contact our parish office
ANOINTING OF THE SICK

By private arrangement on
97644058 Or contact St Jude’s
Parish Office on 9763 7302

OUR SERVICES

PARISH CENTRE FACILITIES
HIRE

Please Contact Parish Office
ST. SIMON’S SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL

Mr Tom Wursthorn - 9755 4222
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
HELPLINE

1800 305 330

MUSICIAN IN RESIDENCE
Andrea O’Loughlin

Available for Funerals &
Weddings

Mobile: 0404 051 401
LIVESTREAMING IN
RESIDENCE

Corey Payton

Available for Funerals &
Weddings

Mobile: 0498 185 295
DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN
NOTICES Wednesday 4.00pm

—
St Simon the Apostle Parish Q{‘,«f
A compassionate community celebrating and living in Christ %"\\—“/,«*
Address: 2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178 | Telephone: (03) 9764 4058 | Email: rowville@cam.org.au
YouTube Channel: tinyurl.com/s36hstf ~ Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/rowville

The Epiphany of the Lord - 3rd and 4th of January 2026 - Year A

Gospel Reflection — Matthew 2:1-12 (The Epiphany of the Lord)

The visit of the Magi reminds us that God’s light is offered to all people. Guided by
a star, they set out on a long and uncertain journey, trusting that God would lead
them to the promised King. Their faith called them to move, to seek, and to remain
open to where God was guiding them.

The Magi come from distant lands and recognise in the child of Bethlehem a King
greater than any earthly power. In contrast, Herod, though close in place and
knowledge, remains closed in heart. This Gospel gently invites us to reflect on our
own openness to God’s call and whether we allow fear or comfort to hold us back.
When the Magi encounter Jesus, they are filled with joy and offer gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh — signs of kingship, divinity and sacrifice. These gifts
remind us to offer Christ not only what we have, but who we are: our faith, our
time, and our willingness to follow Him.

After meeting Jesus, the Magi return home by another way. Their journey has
changed them. So too, every true encounter with Christ calls us to live differently.
As we celebrate the Epiphany, may we continue to seek His light and reflect it
through lives of faith, kindness, and faithful discipleship.

With Blessings, Fr Jerald Mariadas

Farewell to Fr Libeesh
We wish to inform parishioners that Fr Libeesh will be
concluding his appointment at St Jude’s and St Simon’s,
and will be moving to St Mary’s Church, Greensborough
on the 3 March 2026.
Fr Libeesh has been with us for the past year and has
become an integral part of our parish community. He
has been a great support to Fr Jerald and a valued
presence among our parishioners through his pastoral
care, prayerful ministry, and quiet dedication.
To give thanks for his time with us. Farewell Masses will
be celebrated on the 15 & 16 of February at Rowville,
and on the 28 February and 1st of March at St Jude’s.
Further details regarding these Masses will be provided
in the coming weeks. .
Please join us in wishing Fr Libeesh every blessing as
he begins this new chapter of ministry. We assure him of
our prayers as he takes up his new appointment.

Sacrament of

Reconciliation
Preparation Classes
for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation is now
open for children in
Grade 3 & above in
non-Catholic schools.

Classes begin on
Tue the 3rd of Feb at
4.00pm at the Parish
Centre at St Simon’s

Please contact the
parish office for a
registration form.

Prayers of the Community : Our Prayers
are asked for those who died recently
especially Josephine Kuek and those
whose memories are sacred to us at
this time especially Doreen Evers
Prayer for the Sick : Bill Leane, Yana
Jong, Perry Law, Brooke Hiho, Bente
Jobsz, Jenny Liston, Sam Russo, Jay
Russel, Adrien Cerdor, Nigel Quadros,
Anita Crowley, Gillian Elias, Lisette &
Noah Vissenjou, Bernadette and
Murray Ukena, Paul Dusdale, Flora
Palleschi, Alex Zunica, Lisette Visenjoux,
Ruevin Serrand, Elenor Augustus,
Benedict Lim, Noelle Parsons, Jonathan
Salerno , Barbara Kirsch and Daniel.

2026 Sacramental Program for primary

and secondary school students
We are now taking enroments for the 2026 sacramental
program for families with children n primary and secondary
schools who wish to have their child Baptised, receive Holy
Communion & Confrmation.
If you would like to know more or to register your interest,
please contact:
St Jude’s parish office on 9763 7302 or
St Simon’s parish office on 9764 4058




the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it
rose and have come to do him homage.” When King Herod heard this he was
perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief
priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was
to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is what the prophet
wrote:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah,

for out of you will come a leader

who will shepherd my people Israel.’

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the
exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go
and find out all about the child,” he said ‘and when you have found him, let me
know, so that | too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king
had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen
rising; it went forward and halted over the place where the child was. The sight of
the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child with
his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But
they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own
country by a different way.

Epiphany of the Lord — 3rd and 4th of January 2026

First Reading: -Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is rising
on you, though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples. Above you
the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The nations come to your
light and kings to your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round:

all are assembling and coming towards you, your sons from far away

and your daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight you will grow radiant,
your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you;

the wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you,

and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing
gold and incense and singing the praise of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 23— Response: Lord, every nation on earth will adore
you.

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6

You have probably heard how | have been entrusted by God with the grace he
meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that | was given the knowledge of
the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his
holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past generations; it
means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they
are parts of the same body, and that the same promise has
been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel.
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Gospel Acclamation : Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his
star in the East;

and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!
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Gospel—Matthew 2: 1-12

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the
reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
[QINET] 7th Jan 8th Jan 9th Jan 10th Jan 11th Jan
9.15am Mass 9.15am Mass 9.15am Mass 9.15am Mass
OFFICE | "¢ Jerald) (Fr Libeesh) (Fr Libeesh (Fr Jerald) OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED
CLOSED
7.30pm ( Church) 1°'°°camt(Pa”Sh 6.00pm (Church) 10.00am (Church) 9:00 am Mass
Baptism Prep entre ) Adoration Chaldeans Baptism (Fr Jerald)
Women'’s Group
5pm ( Church) 5.30pm (Church) 11:00 am Mass
38 Choir Reconciliation before (Fr Jerald )
Mass
6:00 pm ( Church)
Fr Jerlad 2.00pm (Church)

Mass (livestream)

Chaldean Community

3.30-5pm (Parish Centre)
Chaldean Community

5.00pm Youth Mass

NEXT WEEKEND — Duty Rosters: Baptism of the Lord — 10th and 11th of Jan2026—Isaiah 42: 1-4,6-7,Acts of the Apostles 10: 34-38, Matthew 9: 8

Mass Times Saturday 10th Jan Sunday 11th Jan Sunday 11th of Jan | Sunday 11th of Jan
6.00pm Mass 9.00am Mass 11.00am Mass 5.00pm Mass
Commentator Stephen White Tony Fry Jacqui Giuliano TBC
Reader 1 Terry O’Donnell Pam Comerford Jan Richards TBC
Reader 2 Clement Lobo Margaret Ng Jan Richards TBC

Welcome Desk

Yvonne Muspratt

Maggie Braganza

Roseline Acker

Children’s Liturgy

No Children’s Liturgy

No Children’s Liturgy

No Children’s Liturgy

Nilmini Lidwin and Marius Francis and
Fernando Altar . Judy Schmidt
Flowers Societ Church Cleaning
ociety Samuel Hudson 5.00pm Mass—
Thabesan Family




