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BapTism ofF THE LorD (FeasT) / A

‘THIS IS MY SON, THE BELOVED.” Just before he confronts the tempter in the desert,
Jesus is baptised in the Jordan. He is revealed as the beloved Son of God. His baptism

marks the beginning of his public ministry, of the time when the role of John the

Baptist will decrease and Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom of God, by word and

deed, will increase.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Mt 3:16-17

After the Lord was baptised, the heavens
were opened, and the Spirit descended
upon him like a dove, and the voice of
the Father thundered: 'This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased’.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Loxd Jesus, you came to gather the nations
into the peace of God’s kingdom: Lord have
mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You come in word and in sacrament to
strengthen us and make us holy: Christ have
mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You will come again in glory with salvation
for your people: Lord have mercy:.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /

We praise you, / we bless you, / we

adore you, / we glorify you, / we give
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, / you take away the sins of
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take
away the sins of the world, / receive our
praver; / you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, / in the glory of God

the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

Almighty ever-living God, / who, when Christ
had been baptised in the River Jordan / and
as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, /
solemnly declared him your beloved Son, /
grant that your children by adoption, / reborn
of water and the Holy Spirit, / may always be
well pleasing to you./ Through our Loxd Jesus
Chuist, your Son, / who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, / God, for
ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Isa 42:1-4, 6-7
Areading from the prophet Isaiah

Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I
am well pleased.

Thus says the Lord:

Here is my servant whom I uphold,

my chosen one in whom my soul delights.

I have endowed him with my spirit

that he may bring true justice to the
nations.

He does not cry out or shout aloud,

or make his voice heard in the streets.
He does not break the crushed reed,
nor quench the wavering flame.
Faithfully he brings true justice;

he will neither waver, nor be crushed
until true justice is established on earth,
for the islands are awaiting his law.

I, the Lord, have called you to serve the
cause of right;

I have taken you by the hand and
formed you;

I have appointed you as covenant of the
people and light of the nations,

to open the eyes of the blind,

to free captives from prison,

and those who live in darkness from the
dungeon.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 28:1-4, 9-10. R.v. 11
R. The Lord will bless his people with
peace.
1. O give the Lord you sons of God,
give the Lord glory and power;
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Adore the Lord in his holy court. R.
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2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,

the Lord on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the Loxd, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of

splendour. R.

3. The God of glory thunders.
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!”
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits as king for ever. R.

SECOND READING Acts 10:34-38

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and
with power:

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household:

‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he
said ‘is that God does not have favourites, but
that anybody of any nationality who fears God
and does what is right is acceptable to him.

‘It is true, God sent his word to the people
of Israel, and it was to them that the good
news of peace was brought by Jesus Christ —
but Jesus Chuist is Lord of all men. You must
have heard about the recent happenings in
Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how
he began in Galilee, after John had been
preaching baptism. God had anointed him
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and
because God was with him, Jesus went about
doing good and curing all who had fallen into
the power of the devil.’

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the
Father’s voice was heard:

cf. Mk 9:8

this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!



GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew:

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Wihen Jesus was baptised, the heavens were
opened and the Spirit of God came upon lim.

Mt 3:13-17

‘It is I who need baptism from you,” he said

to him.

from the water, and suddenly the heavens
opened and he saw the Spirit of God

him.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from the
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and
is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; / from there he will
come to judge the living and the dead. /
I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the holy
catholic Church, / the communion of
saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / the
resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
. but only say the word

¢ and my soul shall be healed.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
- Behold the One of whom John said: i
. Ihave seen and testified that this is the

each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

your hands for the praise and glory of his
. PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

. Nourished with these sacred gifts,
. we humbly entreat your mercy, O Loxd,
. that, faithfully listening to your

name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the offerings
we have brought to honour the revealing
of your beloved Son,
so that the oblation of your faithful
may be transformed into the sacrifice of him
who willed in his compassion
to wash away the sins of the world.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

: R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

- P. The Lord be with you.

: R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

: R. We lift them up to the Lord.

. P Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.

. R. Itis right and just.
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be ! 1s right and jus

baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him.

PREFACE OF BAPTISM OF THE LORD

After the Preface, we sing or say:
‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied, { All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is : Heaven'an 3 e'a th ai'e full o vy ilows
fitting that we should, in this way, do all that : ‘ sala

righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in : Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

 who comes in the name of the Lord.

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up Eloca Joe e ighest

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
- P. The mystery of faith.

descending like a dove and coming down on All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord

him. And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This e profess your Resurrection
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is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on . until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
. divine teaching, we dare to say: :
All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

- P. Deliver us, Loxd, we pray...

- All: For the kingdom, the power and the
. glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen.

P, The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

. P, Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

" LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
- of the world, have mercy on us.

- Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
. the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
- the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
- P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who

. takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
- those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,

Son of God.

Only Begotten Son,

we may be your children in name and in truth.
- Through Christ our Lord.
: R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

P. The Lord be with you.
* R. And with your spirit.

Jn1:32,34

¢ P: May almighty God bless you,

- the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

R. Thanks be to God.

~ BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
| THE BELOVED

Today’s feast that celebrates the baptism
of Jesus with the story of his baptism from
Matthew’s Gospel. The story, written in
the mid-80s, is slightly different to what
our ears would usually hear. It begins with
John the Baptist’s humble unwillingness
to baptise Jesus. ‘It is I who need
baptism from you...and yet you come
to me!’ (3:14) While John’s conviction
is appropriate, Jesus encourages John to
baptise him.

Perhaps Matthew’s reflects a
historical memory of some who might
have believed that perhaps John was
the Messiah. This lingering memory
is addressed in the dialogue between
John and Jesus. Matthew’s version,
nevertheless, accentuates Jesus’ humility
in undergoing the baptismal ritual, very
familiar to the Gospel's audience of
Jewish followers of Jesus. Ritual bathing
was part of a Jewish purification process
before they entered places of holiness.
Every Jewish house had its own mikvelr,
the ritual purification bath.

StOl'y

Intoday’sGospel, Jesusbecomes that place
of holiness in his baptism, in the mikvel of
the Jordan River. God’s Spirit descends
upon him and God’s voice attests, ‘This
is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests
on him’ (3:17). These words about Jesus’
belovedness will be heard again as he is
transfigured on the mountain (17:5) en
route to Jerusalem where death awaits.
God’s attestation of Jesus, of God’s
delight in him, despite everything that
will unfold in the remaining chapters of
the Gospel, never leaves him. This divine
conviction about Jesus and God’s words
are also God’s conviction and words that
the evangelist wants the Gospel audience,
including us, to hear. All people, female
and male, are God’s beloved ones. God’s
delight and favour rests upon us. It is
a Gospel conviction that we need to
remember especially when life’s struggles
come our way.

Fr MicHAEL TRAINOR
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