18 FEBRUARY 2024, FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR B

FEAST DAY- 31 JULY

ST IGNATIUS
CHURCH
326 Church Street,
RICHMOND VIC 3121

Mass Times
Daily
12.00 noon
(Monday - Friday)

Saturday
5.00pm (Vigil)

Sunday
9.30am (English)
12.00 noon (Polish)
4.00pm (Vietnamese)

Anointing of the Sick
1%t Friday of the Month

ST JAMES CHURCH
162 Kent Street,
NORTH RICHMOND,
VIC 3121

Mass Times
Sunday: 11.00am

TRINITY CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL
57-61 Davison Street,
NORTH RICHMOND
VIC 3121

Principal
Nigel Rodrigues

Tel: 03 9428 7180
Email:
principal@tcs.catholic.edu.
au

Website
www.tcs.catholic.edu.au

SACRAMENTS
Baptism
Please contact Parish
office.

Reconciliation
By appointment

Wedding
Contact Parish Office

RICHMOND CATHOLIC PARISH

OF ST. IGNATIUS & ST. JAMES
Phone: 03 8420 6789
Operation hours: Monday — Friday 9.00am — 4.00pm
Email: parish@ignatius.org.au Website: www.ignatius.org.au
Parish Priest: Fr. Trung Hoang Nguyen, SJ
Parish Manager: Ms. Licia Marchese (Mon-Fri)
Administrative Assistant: Ms. Thu Phung (Wed-Fri)
Mrs. Lorraine Cappozzo (Mon-Tues)

Message from the Holy Father Francis for
Lent 2024

Dear brothers and sisters!

When our God reveals himself, his message is always one of freedom:
“I.am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of slavery” (Ex 20:2). These are the first words of the
Decalogue given to Moses on Mount Sinai. Those who heard them were
quite familiar with the exodus of which God spoke: the experience of
their bondage still weighed heavily upon them. In the desert, they
received the “Ten Words” as a thoroughfare to freedom. We call them
“commandments”, in order to emphasize the strength of the love by
which God shapes his people. The call to freedom is a demanding one.
It is not answered straightaway; it has to mature as part of a journey.
Just as Israel in the desert still clung to Egypt — often longing for the
past and grumbling against the Lord and Moses — today too, God’s
people can cling to an oppressive bondage that it is called to leave
behind. We realize how true this is at those moments when we feel
hopeless, wandering through life like a desert and lacking a promised
land as our destination. Lent is the season of grace in which the desert
can become once more — in the words of the prophet Hosea — the place
of our first love (cf. Hos 2:16-17). God shapes his people, he enables us
to leave our slavery behind and experience a Passover from death to life.
Like a bridegroom, the Lord draws us once more to himself, whispering
words of love to our hearts. (Continued)

CHINH CONG TRAN

Answers his call to the Priesthood

Chinh Tran is a parishioner of the Richmond Catholic Parish.
Chinh has been living in Australia for almost two years and is
currently studying Education at Swinburn. He has also been a member
of the St. Ignatius Vietnamese Choir for over a year.

On Sunday 18 February, Chinh will be entering the Catholic
Archdiocese of Melbourne Corpus Christi Seminary, Carlton to begin
his journey into priesthood.

As a Parish Faith Community, we thank Chinh for his presence and
commitment to the Richmond Catholic Parish and wish him many
blessings on his chosen vocation.

We are sure that when he is able, he will revisit the Richmond Catholic
Parish.

Chinh, our thoughts and prayers go with you.

FEAST DAY- 25 JULY

A JESUIT PARISH
OUR MISSION

We share
responsibility to:
Practise and promote
gospel values,
recognise and respond
to the ever-changing
needs of the
community and foster
a faith that leads to
justice. As a parish
open to change
desiring to be a
community, we strive
to live the gospel
values of: Diversity,
Hospitality and
Inclusivity.

We respectfully
ACKNOWLEDGE the
Wurundjeri people of
the Kulin nation, as the
traditional caretakers
of the land which is
the Richmond Catholic
Parish.

We acknowledge the
Elders, past &present.
May we too, be good
stewards of this land.

SAFETY OF
CHILDREN & ALL
VULNERABLE
PEOPLE
Richmond Catholic

Parish holds the care,
safety and wellbeing of
children and all
vulnerable people as a
central and
fundamental
responsibility for our
community.


mailto:parish@ignatius.org.au
http://www.ignatius.org.au/

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
When he calls on me, | will answer him; | will deliver him and
give him glory, I will grant him length of days.

FIRST READING  Genesis 9:8-15

A reading from the book of Genesis

I will recall the covenant between myself and you... the waters
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my
Covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; also
with every living creature to be found with you, birds, cattle
and every wild beast with you: everything that came out of the
ark, everything that lives on the earth. | establish my Covenant
with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the
waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy the
earth again.’

God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant | make between
myself and you and every living creature with you for all
generations: | set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign
of the Covenant between me and the earth. When | gather the
clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, | will
recall the Covenant between myself and you and every living
creature of every kind. And so the waters shall never again
become a flood to destroy all things of flesh.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

(R.) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who
keep your covenant.

1. Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: for you are God my
saviour. (R.)

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have shown
from of old. In your love remember me, because of your
goodness, O Lord. (R.)

3. The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to those
who stray, he guides the humble in the right path; he teaches
his way to the poor. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Peter 3:18-22

A reading from the first letter of St Peter

The water of the flood is a type of the baptism which saves you
now.

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins,
died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was put
to death, in the spirit he was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he
went to preach to the spirits in prison. Now it was long ago,
when Noah was still building that ark which saved only a
small group of eight people ‘by water’, and when God was
still waiting patiently, that these spirits refused to believe.
That water is a type of the baptism which saves you now, and
which is not the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge
made to God from a good conscience, through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God’s right
hand, now that he has made the angels and Dominations and

Powers his subjects.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory! No one lives on bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of God. Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory! Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mark 1:12-15

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

He was tempted by Satan, and the angels looked after him.
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained
there for forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He was with
the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him.

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There
he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has come’
he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and
believe the Good News.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  Matthew 4:4
One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes forth from the mouth of God.
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(Continued)

The exodus from slavery to freedom is no abstract journey. If
our celebration of Lent is to be concrete, the first step is to
desire to open our eyes to reality. When the Lord calls out to
Moses from the burning bush, he immediately shows that he
is a God who sees and, above all, hears: “I have observed the
misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have heard their cry
on account of their taskmasters. Indeed | know their
sufferings, and | have come down to deliver them from the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey” (Ex 3:7-8).
Today too, the cry of so many of our oppressed brothers and
sisters rises to heaven. Let us ask ourselves: Do we hear that
cry? Does it trouble us? Does it move us? All too many things
keep us apart from each other, denying the fraternity that,
from the beginning, binds us to one another.

During my visit to Lampedusa, as a way of countering the
globalization of indifference, | asked two questions, which
have become more and more pressing: “Where are you?”
(Gen 3:9) and “Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9). Our
Lenten journey will be concrete if, by listening once more to
those two questions, we realize that even today we remain
under the rule of Pharaoh. A rule that makes us weary and
indifferent. A model of growth that divides and robs us of a
future. Earth, air and water are polluted, but so are our souls.
True, Baptism has begun our process of liberation, yet there
remains in us an inexplicable longing for slavery. A kind of
attraction to the security of familiar things, to the detriment of
our freedom.

In the Exodus account, there is a significant detail: it is God
who sees, is moved and brings freedom; Israel does not ask
for this. Pharaoh stifles dreams, blocks the view of heaven,
makes it appear that this world, in which human dignity is
trampled upon and authentic bonds are denied, can never
change. He put everything in bondage to himself. Let us ask:
Do | want a new world? Am | ready to leave behind my
compromises with the old? The witness of many of my
brother bishops and a great number of those who work for
peace and justice has increasingly convinced me that we need
to combat a deficit of hope that stifles dreams and the silent
cry that reaches to heaven and moves the heart of God. This
“deficit of hope” is not unlike the nostalgia for slavery that
paralyzed Israel in the desert and prevented it from moving
forward. An exodus can be interrupted: how else can we
explain the fact that humanity has arrived at the threshold of
universal fraternity and at levels of scientific, technical,
cultural, and juridical development capable of guaranteeing
dignity to all, yet gropes about in the darkness of inequality
and conflict.

God has not grown weary of us. Let us welcome Lent as the
great season in which he reminds us: “I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery” (Ex 20:2). Lent is a season of conversion, a time of
freedom. Jesus himself, as we recall each year on the first
Sunday of Lent, was driven into the desert by the Spirit in

order to be tempted in freedom. For forty days, he will stand
before us and with us: the incarnate Son. Unlike Pharaoh, God
does not want subjects, but sons and daughters. The desert is
the place where our freedom can mature in a personal decision
not to fall back into slavery. In Lent, we find new criteria of
justice and a community with which we can press forward on
a road not yet taken.

This, however, entails a struggle, as the book of Exodus and
the temptations of Jesus in the desert make clear to us. The
voice of God, who says, “You are my Son, the Beloved” (Mk
1:11), and “You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex
20:3) is opposed by the enemy and his lies. Even more to be
feared than Pharaoh are the idols that we set up for ourselves;
we can consider them as his voice speaking within us. To be
all-powerful, to be looked up to by all, to domineer over
others: every human being is aware of how deeply seductive
that lie can be. It is a road well-travelled. We can become
attached to money, to certain projects, ideas or goals, to our
position, to a tradition, even to certain individuals. Instead of
making us move forward, they paralyze us. Instead of
encounter, they create conflict. Yet there is also a new
humanity, a people of the little ones and of the humble who
have not yielded to the allure of the lie. Whereas those who
serve idols become like them, mute, blind, deaf and immobile
(cf. Ps 114:4), the poor of spirit are open and ready: a silent
force of good that heals and sustains the world.

It is time to act, and in Lent, to act also means to pause. To
pause in prayer, in order to receive the word of God, to pause
like the Samaritan in the presence of a wounded brother or
sister. Love of God and love of neighbour are one love. Not
to have other gods is to pause in the presence of God beside
the flesh of our neighbour. For this reason, prayer, almsgiving
and fasting are not three unrelated acts, but a single movement
of openness and self-emptying, in which we cast out the idols
that weigh us down, the attachments that imprison us. Then
the atrophied and isolated heart will revive. Slow down, then,
and pause! The contemplative dimension of life that Lent
helps us to rediscover will release new energies. In the
presence of God, we become brothers and sisters, more
sensitive to one another: in place of threats and enemies, we
discover companions and fellow travelers. This is God’s
dream, the promised land to which we journey once we have
left our slavery behind.

The Church’s synodal form, which in these years we are
rediscovering and cultivating, suggests that Lent is also a time
of communitarian decisions, of decisions, small and large,
that are countercurrent. Decisions capable of altering the daily
lives of individuals and entire neighbourhoods, such as the
ways We acquire goods, care for creation, and strive to include
those who go unseen or are looked down upon. | invite every
Christian community to do just this: to offer its members
moments set aside to rethink their lifestyles, times to examine
their presence in society and the contribution they make to its
betterment. Woe to us if our Christian penance were to
resemble the kind of penance that so dismayed Jesus. To us



too, he says: “Whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others
that they are fasting” (Mt 6:16). Instead, let others see joyful
faces, catch the scent of freedom and experience the love that
makes all things new, beginning with the smallest and those
nearest to us. This can happen in every one of our Christian
communities.

To the extent that this Lent becomes a time of conversion, an
anxious humanity will notice a burst of creativity, a flash of
new hope. Allow me to repeat what | told the young people
whom I met in Lisbon last summer: “Keep seeking and be
ready to take risks. At this moment in time, we face enormous
risks; we hear the painful plea of so many people. Indeed, we
are experiencing a third world war fought piecemeal. Yet let
us find the courage to see our world, not as being in its death
throes but in a process of giving birth, not at the end but at the
beginning of a great new chapter of history. We need courage
to think like this” (Address to University Students, 3 August
2023). Such is the courage of conversion, born of coming up
from slavery. For faith and charity take hope, this small child,
by the hand. They teach her to walk, and at the same time, she
leads them forward.

I bless all of you and your Lenten journey.

PROJECT )
COMPASSION

FOR GLL FUTURE GEMERATIONS

* Caritas

AUSTRALIA

Project Compassion 2024

This year, Project Compassion brings you the stories of three
resilient women from three different corners of the world.
They are facing vastly different challenges, but are all united
by one dream: to create a better tomorrow for all future
generations.

Meet Ronita from the Philippines. Ronita is a mother of two
young boys living in a slum in
Quezon City. She went back to
school to finish her education so
that she could earn income to
| support her children.

Meet Leaia from Samoa. Not
having access to a reliable source
of clean water was very difficult
for Leaia and her family. But, with
the support of Caritas Australia, a
water tank was installed at their
home, improving their health and
living conditions.

Meet Memory from Malawi. Memory, the eldest daughter
from a rural Malawian family, trained to become a carpenter
and is now a trailblazer for future generations of women in
her village.

Throughout Project Compassion, you will get to know the
stories of Ronita, Leaia and Memory. Journey with them as
they forge a path to a brighter future for all generations.

Please take home a Project Compassion box or set of donation
envelopes to support Caritas Australia this Lenten season and
help support vulnerable people around the world, now and for
all future generations.

With your support, Caritas Australia has been able to support
communities around the world to tackle poverty, food
security, education, water and sanitation and disaster risk
reduction.

Project Compassion 2024 reminds us that the good that we do
today will extend and impact the lives of generations to come.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their
challenges today and build a better tomorrow for all future
generations.

You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes
and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting
caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling 1800 024 413.

ST IGNATIUS AND ST JAMES CHURCHES
COLLECTION WEEK 10/11 FEBRUARY 2024
Thanksgiving Envelopes $291.60

Loose Collection $2203.15




