
Parish News      
The Daily readings for Mass are now accessible on the parish website. 

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook: 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie and St John Bosco Young Adults

New to the Faith? Want to Know More? 
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception
in the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.   

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office. 

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:
 

Presbytery Account (1  collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

st

 - BSB:083 -347          Acc No.: 6616 52479   
                                                                   

Parish Account (2  collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347  AccNo.: 6568 74974

nd

                                                                                  

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or

the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue

the work of the Gospel. 

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

Pray With Us 

A WORD FROM
THE PASTOR . .

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.
 
The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc. 

Last week:
1  collection: $910st

2  collection: $1,740nd

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:

Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
 1  Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.  

st

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the presbytery 

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

We recall in Prayer
Those who are sick
Pan Giannenas
Recently Deceased
All the recently deceased in our community
Anniversaries and Remembrances
Rosaria Borgia; Bridget Johnson; Margaret
Lane; Carl Mazzone

Contact Us

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday: for the safety of those travelling
Thursday: for the sick of the parish
Friday:  For peace in the Middle East
Saturday: Lenten prayer campaign
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)

Stewardship
Wisdom of the Saints

Saint Gertrude the Great: “Once again I give
you thanks for your merciful love, kindest
Lord, for having found another way of
arousing me from my inertia.”

Thought for the Week
The test of a person's character is what he
does when no one is watching (Phil. 2:12).

Parish Priest
Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au
W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042 
Parish Office
Charles Meneze, Secretary
Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm
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  4  Sunday of Lent, Year A                                       Rose is the colour of anticipated joyth

Our Spiritual Life
Vocal Prayer

Vocal prayer is giving voice to what is stirring in our hearts and in
our souls. Vocal prayer can be as simple and uplifting as ‘Thank
you, God, for the gift of a new day.’ It can be as formal as a Mass
celebrating a very special occasion. It can be as intense and
immediate as the prayer Jesus uttered in the Garden of
Gethsemane, ‘Not my will, but yours be done.’

            From www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Our Liturgical Life
Gathering (The Introductory Rites) 

Coming together and forming community is at the heart of our
Sunday worship. The reason behind each of the ritual actions of
the first part of the Mass can be found in this word: gathering.
The purpose of these rites is to bring us together into one Body,
ready to listen and break bread together. Note that God is the
one who has summoned us to this celebration of the Eucharist         

sdcatholic.org 

       

Lenten Timetable
Tuesdays of Lent: (17.3; 24.3; 31.3)
   -  Adoration and Confessions 6.30pm-6.50pm, Mass 7pm
Thursdays of Lent: Adoration 8.30am- 9.20am 
 Fridays of Lent:  Stations of the Cross 7pm in the church
Sundays of Lent:  Confessions 10-10.20am
Wednesday 25 March 6.30-7.15pm:  Adoration and confessions

(There will be a visiting priest as well for confessions this night)

Easter Raffle 
Tickets for our Easter Raffle are now on sale: 

$2 per ticket or 3 tickets for $5
 Thank you for the support of the Easter Raffle. this will enable us to cover the expenses of

Easter (holy water bottles, candle cups etc) as well as the two new Bay trees outside the
main doors of the church.  There are many prizes to choose from and tickets can be

purchased before or after weekend Masses. Thank you to our generous prize donors. The
Raffle will be drawn on the 2 Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, 12  April, after the

10.30am Mass.  

nd th

Lenten Prayer Campaign
This week you are invited to spiritually adopt a person for the season of Lent to bring to
Mass in your heart and prayer each weekend for a particular purpose. This week, try to
so 10 minutes of quiet prayer for them. We may not always see the results of our prayers
in the way that we wish, but we know that no prayer goes unanswered. Our prayer is an
expression of our dependence and trust in the Lord. 

Dear friends,
Fellowship opportunities 
As I wrote last week, at the recent Parish Pastoral Team meetings, we discussed the
possibility of having some semi-regular fellowship after the weekend Masses. It was
proposed that we might have something each month, alternating between the Sat
evening and Sunday morning Masses, so it would be something every two months at a
particular Mass, possibly on the second Sunday. If you would like to assist with this
(preparing tea and coffee; purchasing 0r providing something to eat; preparing and
tidying up) then I would love to hear from you. It is proposed that this would be a simple
thing, to get people together and offer some fellowship and opporunity for conversation
and getting to know each other. If you would like to assist, there is a sign up sheet at the
back of the church- please put your details there and someone will be in touch with you. 
60  anniversaryth

I also wrote about the celebrations for the 60  anniversary of the opening of the church,
which will be celebrated in October. We hope to have several events leading up to this,
and if you would like to assist or have any suggestions, please indicate this on the sign up
sheet at the back of the church also. Please indicate if you have any specific interest or
area you wish to help in (eg hospitality, spiritual events, organising etc). We hope to make
this event an important one in the life of the parish. 

th

Parish Spiritual Life
It is encouraging to see the number of people who are participating in the spiritual
activities of the parish during Lent (extra Adoration on Tuesdays and Thursdays; extra
Mass on Tuesday; Stations of the Cross on Fridays and Reconciliation). As we enter the
fourth week of Lent it is perhaps an opportunity to briefly examine how we are going with
our prayer life and any extra penance we may be taking on. Gathering together in prayer
as a community is a great way of strengthening  each other and supporting each other, as
well as building up our community centered on Jesus Christ. 
Feasts
This coming week we celebrate two significant Solemnities in the Church calendar. On
Tuesday, the Feast of St Patrick, the patron of our Archdiocese and our Cathedral. Mass
will be at 7pm Tuesday night. On Thursday we celebrate the Feast of St Joseph, patron of
the Universal Church, fathers, those looking for work or homes, a happy death and many
other things!  Mass will be at 9.30am, preceded by Adoration from 8.30am. 

EASTER TIMETABLE
Palm Sunday

    Saturday 28 March:
      - 4.30pm Confessions   5pm Vigil Mass.

   Sunday 29 March: 
      - 10.30 am: Blessing of Palms, Procession and Mass

Holy Thursday - 2 April
 - 10am: Confessions

 - 7pm: Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper-Adoration until 9pm
Good Friday - 3 April
 - 10am: Confessions

 - 11am: Stations of the Cross
 - 3pm: Celebration of the Lord's Passion

Divine Mercy Novena commences, details next week
Holy Saturday - 4 April
 - 10am: Confessions

 - 6pm: Solemn Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday - 5 April

 - 10.30am: Easter Day  Mass

Anointing Mass. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be administered on
Thursday 26 March at the 9.30am Mass. The Church offers this
Sacrament to those who are seriously  ill or of advanced age. 

This Saturday 14 March we welcome the school students and families to the 5pm Mass
and after Mass the new school leaders will be commissioned. 

Welcome
Today we welcome Lily and her family as she receives a Welcome and
Blessing in preparation for her Baptism in our parish. You might like to
accompany them in prayer by offering a 'Hail Mary'.

Anniversary Mass
The 10.30am Mass this Sunday will be offered for the repose of the
soul of Rosaria Borgia whose 1 month anniversary occurs at this time.
We pray for her soul and for her family and friends who are with us for
this Mass.

Bible Study Group
The parish Bible Study Group is a long-term group which meets
regularly for prayer and discussion in the church. All are welcome
to join. The next meeting will be Saturday 21 March at 2.30pm.
Please join us. No prior knowledge is necessary. Beginners
welcome!

As it’s Fr David’s birthday next week, please
join us for a cuppa after the 9.30am Mass on
Wednesday 18 March.

http://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/


‘WE ARE NOT BLIND!’
The rich theological symbolism evident 
from last Sunday’s Gospel of John 
continues in today’s drama between 
light and darkness. Jesus meets a man 
born blind and tells him to wash in the 
sanctified pool of Siloam south of the 
temple. The blind man returns able to 
see. Over several scenes in one of the most 
dramatic and engaging stories in all the 
Gospels, the man who now has vision is 
consistently interrogated by the religious 
authorities who, though they are supposed 
‘to see’, move into spiritual blindness.
 The dynamic evident in the story is 
that each time the man is interrogated, 
he goes back to his experience of being 
healed by Jesus. Each reflection moves 
him to a deeper realisation of what has 
happened and who Jesus is:  at first he 
calls Jesus simply ‘a man’, then later, that 
Jesus is ‘from God’, until finally, the man 
worships him. This movement of faith 
into light is accompanied by a similar 
movement into darkness by the religious 
leaders. They fail to see that they have 
become blind to Jesus and his deeds of 
healing (which John calls ‘signs’). ‘We are 
not blind, surely?’ they retort. 
This drama is acted out in our day. Jesus’ 
final words to his antagonists and John’s 
audience are forever relevant. ‘Blind?’ 
questions Jesus, ‘If you were, you would 
not be guilty, but since you say, “We 
see”, your guilt remains.’ This clarity of 
understanding and insight is important 
in a world where truth is camouflaged as 
falsehood and lies proclaimed as truth. 
We need to journey with the man born 
blind, to reflect on our experiences, to be 
with Jesus and ‘see’. 
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‘NOW I CAN SEE!’ In today’s Gospel it is the man born blind who gradually comes 
to see that Jesus is Lord. Meanwhile the Pharisees, the custodians of the traditional 
faith, fall steadily into blindness. Self-confident in their own knowledge, the Pharisees 
refuse to see the workings of God in Jesus. Let us humbly ask Christ to open our eyes 
that we may see his presence in our Eucharistic community and in our world.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 cf. Isa 66:10-11

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult 
and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of 
heart: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT
P. O God, who through your Word reconcile 
the human race to yourself in a wonderful 
way, grant, we pray, that with prompt 
devotion and eager faith the Christian 
people may hasten toward the solemn 
celebrations to come. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13

A reading from the first book of Samuel
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed 
David king of Israel.
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn 
with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king 
among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he 

caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely 
the Lord’s anointed one stands there before 
him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no 
notice of his appearance or his height for I 
have rejected him; God does not see as man 
sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord 
looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven 
sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then 
asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ 
He answered, ‘There is still one left, the 
youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’ 
Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we 
will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse 
had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, 
with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The 
Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the 
one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him where he stood with his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on 
David and stayed with him from that day on.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 22. R. v. 1

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.
1.  The Lord is my shepherd; / there is 
nothing I shall want. / Fresh and green are 
the pastures / where he gives me repose. / 
Near restful waters he leads me, / to revive 
my drooping spirit.  R.
2.  He guides me along the right path; / he 
is true to his name. / If I should walk in the 
valley of darkness / no evil would I fear. / 
You are there with your crook and your 
staff; / with these you give me comfort.  R.
3.  You have prepared a banquet for 
me / in the sight of my foes. / My head 
you have anointed with oil; / my cup is 
overflowing.  R.
4.  Surely goodness and kindness shall follow 
me / all the days of my life. / In the Lord’s own 
house shall I dwell / for ever and ever.  R.

SECOND READING	 Eph 5:8-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.

You were darkness once, but now you are 
light in the Lord; be like children of light, for 
the effects of the light are seen in complete 
goodness and right living and truth. Try 

to discover what the Lord wants of you, 
having nothing to do with the futile works 
of darkness but exposing them by contrast. 
The things which are done in secret are 
things that people are ashamed even to speak 
of; but anything exposed by the light will be 
illuminated and anything illuminated turns 
into light. That is why it is said:

  Wake up from your sleep,
  rise from the dead,
  and Christ will shine on you.
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Jn 8:12 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus 
Christ!

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light 

of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus 

Christ!

GOSPEL	 Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
The blind man went off and washed himself and 
came away with his sight restored.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had 
been blind from birth.

  He spat on the ground, made a paste with 
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind 
man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the 
Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So 
the blind man went off and washed himself, 
and came away with his sight restored.

  His neighbours and people who earlier had 
seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man 

who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, 
it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only 
looks like him’. The man himself said, ‘I am 
the man’.

  They brought the man who had been blind 
to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the paste and opened the 
man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked 
him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He 
put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and 
I can see’. Then some of the Pharisees said, 
‘This man cannot be from God: he does not 
keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a 
sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was 
disagreement among them. So they spoke to 
the blind man again, ‘What have you to say 
about him yourself, now that he has opened 
your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

  Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied 
‘and you a sinner through and through, since 
you were born!’ And they drove him away.

  Jesus heard they had driven him away, 
and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the 
man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may 
believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking 
at him; he is speaking to you’. The man said, 
‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him.

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ
Longer form, 9:1-41

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. We place before you with joy these 
offerings, which bring eternal remedy, 
O Lord, praying that we may both faithfully 
revere them and present them to you, as 
is fitting, for the salvation of all the world. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The Mystery of Faith
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, we proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Jn 9:11, 38

The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I 
washed, I saw and I believed in God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. O God, who enlighten everyone who 
comes into this world, illuminate our hearts, 
we pray, with the splendour of your grace, 
that we may always ponder what is worthy 

and pleasing to your majesty and love you in 
all sincerity. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fr Michael Trainor

15 March 2026Fourth Sunday of Lent / A
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