
St. John Bosco’s Parish 

29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                                 Fr David Cartwright 

Phone:                                  9337 9994 

Email:                                                       niddrie@cam.org.au                       

Website:                                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie    

Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:               5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:                      10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request, please call Fr David 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
Please contact the Parish Office 
 

 House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office. 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the presbytery, 
given to Fr David, or placed in the collection at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $1,321 
Thanksgiving: $1,682 
Loose: $496 
 

The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, Retired and 
sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, utilities, 
insurance, etc. 

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

Thank you for your generosity towards our 
parish - spiritually, physically and financially. 
If you are not a current contributor, we 
invite your participation: please visit our 
website or contact the parish office.  

Wisdom from the Saints 
Saint Peter: “Lord, you know I love you.” 

"Worry is interest paid on trouble before it is due."  

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

  

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

This Sunday, the 5th Sunday of Lent, was traditionally referred to as ‘Passion 
Sunday’. From today onwards, we use the Prefaces of the Mass for the Pas-
sion of the Lord, until Holy Thursday. This is the time when traditionally the 
images in the church are covered until Easter. Veiling the images visually 
reminds us that the time of darkness is coming, the Passion of the Lord, as 
well as encouraging us to look inwards in our preparations for Easter.  

In order to help us to look inwards, there are extra times of Reconciliation 
before Easter, and in particular this coming Wednesday evening, there will 
two visiting priests here to celebrate the Sacrament with us. In the bulletin 
this week there is a simple guide to confession, and outside the confessional 
door, there are some sample Examinations of Conscience that you are free to 
take.  

I am very pleased at the feedback and number of people taking part in our 
Jubilee Prayer Campaign for Lent. The power of our combined prayers cannot 
be underestimated, and we will offer our Divine Mercy Novena prayers for 
these intentions, culminating in Divine Mercy Sunday. As I have said previous-
ly, our prayers may not always be answered in ways that we can ostensibly 
see straight away, but perhaps in subtle and hidden ways that may never be 
seen by us. So let us continue these prayers for the last weeks of the Prayer 
Campaign, confident that God always hears our prayers.  

We are all aware that the Federal Election campaign is in now in full swing. 
The Australian Bishops have issued an election statement that can be seen 
here: 

https://melbournecatholic.org/news/australian-bishops-call-catholics-to-vote
-with-conscience-and-compassion-in-jubilee-year 

As Australian Catholics, we exercise our democratic right to vote for our 
leaders, and we are very blessed that we can do this in a modern democracy. 
With this right, comes the responsibility to exercise our vote in an informed 
way. As Catholics, we are guided by our Gospel principles, our Catholic Social 
teaching and our respect of the dignity of human life. Nobody can tell us who 
to vote for, but we can exercise our vote guided by our faith. Whilst it can be 
challenging to see past the election rhetoric, I encourage use to make your 
vote count in an informed way.  

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday, and we will begin the 10.30am Mass with the 
Blessing of Palms and Procession into the church. Perhaps this is a good 
opportunity to invite other members of our families or a friend to join us as 
we begin Holy Week. 

A couple of reminders for us: 

-Easter Raffle tickets are on sale this weekend 

-Easter Ceremonies timetable in the bulletin; on the board outside; on the 
Facebook Page 

-Reconciliation times are also in the bulletin 

Let us continue to pray for each other, and to ask St John Bosco to pray for us.  

Fr David Cartwright 

Parish Priest 

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Wednesday 9.30am:  
Thursday 9.30am:   
Friday 9.30am:  
Sat 5pm: Jubilee Prayer campaign intentions 
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

Project Compassion boxes and envelopes are available in the church 
foyer. 

Lenten Timetable 

Wednesday 9 April 

- 7pm: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation with visiting priests 

Fridays of Lent:  

- 7pm: Stations of the Cross (in the church) 

Tuesdays of Lent 

- 6.30pm to 6.50pm: Adoration and confessions  

- 7pm: Mass 

Confessions during Lent 

- Wed — Fri: 9am — 9.20am 

- Saturdays: 4.30pm — 4.50pm 

- Sundays: 10am — 10.20am 

Jubilee Prayer Campaign Prayer 
God our loving Father, 
In this Jubilee year we are called to be Pilgrims of Hope. 
Together we pray for those whom we especially commend to you in this 
Jubilee Prayer Campaign. 
(pause for silent prayer) 
Lord, we ask you to touch their hearts with your grace and love and peace.  
May each of us continue to be Pilgrims of Hope to all those we meet and bring 
your Good News to the world in this Jubilee Year, especially those most in 
need at this time.  
We ask you to hear these prayers, in union with St John Bosco and all the 
saints.  
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

Jubilee Prayer Campaign 

5th Sunday of Lent 

- Make a phone call or send a message to someone in need this week 

Divine Mercy Novena 

Commences Good Friday after Stations of the Cross at 11am. 

• Holy Saturday: Rosary & Novena Prayers at 9.30am 

• Easter Sunday: Rosary & Novena at 9.30am, followed by Mass at 

10.30am  

• Easter Monday (21 April) – Saturday 26 April:  

     Each day: Rosary at 9am, followed by Mass at 9.30am & Novena. 

• Divine Mercy Sunday (27 April): Rosary & Novena at 9.30am, followed 

by Mass at 10.30am.  

- Confessions: 9am – 10am  

- Drawing of Easter Raffle & Morning Tea after 10.30am Mass 

Easter Timetable 

Palm Sunday 

- Saturday 12 April - 5pm Vigil Mass 

- Sunday 13 April - 10.30 am: Blessing of Palms, Procession and Mass 

Holy Thursday - 17 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 7pm: Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper, Adoration until 9pm 

Good Friday - 18 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 11am: Stations of the Cross 

- 3pm: Celebration of the Lord's Passion 

Holy Saturday - 19 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 6pm: Solemn Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday - 20 April 

- 10.30am: Easter Mass 

Easter Raffle 
Thank you to all those generous people who donated to our Easter 
Raffle. Tickets will be on sale until Easter. Tickets cost $2 each, 3 
tickets for $5 or 10 tickets for $15. The funds raised will go towards 
the costs of Easter in the parish and the new altar cloth and  
vestments in the church. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
  
 
Direct credits can also be made: 
 

Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 

    BSB: 083 - 347                                                                                                     

    Acct No.: 6568 74974 

Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st      
collection) 

    BSB: 083 - 347                                                                                                       

    Acct No.: 6616 52479 

An option is now available for electronic card contributions to the 
Parish & Presbytery accounts. These terminals are available for use 
in the Church foyer before & after weekend Mass & electronic 
receipts are available via QR code.  

You can also donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts using this 
QR code: 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick:  
We pray for all the sick in our community 
Recently Deceased:  
We pray for all the recently deceased in our community 
Anniversaries and Remembrances:  
Maryann Ganci; Archbishop Frank Little; Jim Cahir; Ralph Downes; 
Jack Brown; Betty Gerber 

Welcome  

Today we welcome Arabella, Jude, Emilio & their families as they receive 
a Welcome and Blessing in preparation for their Baptism in our parish. 
You might like to accompany them in prayer by offering one 'Hail Mary' 
for each child and their family. 

Baptisms 

This weekend we welcome David, who is to become a member of the 
Church through Baptism. Let us make him welcome and pray for him and 
his parents and Godparents. 

Lenten Reflection – Celebrating Jubilee Year 

Fr Chris Monaghan will lead a reflection on Thursday 10 April at 7pm at 
St. Martin de Porres Church, Avondale Heights. To RSVP call 9337 6016 
OR email avondaleheights@cam.org.au 

How to go to Confession 

Prepare to go to confession by thinking about your sins and make a firm 
commitment, asking God’s help, not to sin again. 

Suggested Prayer Before Entering the Confessional: 

Come Holy Spirit, into my soul. Enlighten my mind that I may know the 
sins I ought to confess, and grant me Your grace to confess them fully, 
humbly, and with a contrite heart. Help me to firmly resolve not to 
commit them again. O Blessed Virgin, Mother of my Redeemer, inter-
cede for me through the Passion of Your Son, that I may obtain the 
grace to make a good confession. All you blessed Angels and Saints of 
God, prat for me, a sinner, that I may repent from my sins, and that my 
heart may be forever united with yours in eternal love. Amen. 

Rite of Reconciliation 

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

Penitent: Bless me Father, for I have sinned. It has been (how long?) 
since my last confession, and these are my sins: (confess your sins.) 

Priest: (assigns you a penance. If you are not comfortable with the 
penance, ask for a different one.) 

Penitent: (Pray an Act of Contrition): 

O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended you and I detest all of 
my sins because of your just punishment, but most of all because they 
offend you, my God, who are all good and deserving of all of my love. I 
firmly resolve with the help of your grace, to sin no more and to avoid 
the near occasion of sin. Amen. (r another Act of Contrition) 

Priest: (gives you absolution) 

Priest: Go in Peace 

Penitent: Thanks be to God 

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/australian-bishops-call-catholics-to-vote-with-conscience-and-compassion-in-jubilee-year
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JESUS’ LIBERATING GAZE
Today’s Gospel from John might seem 
out of place in a year where the liturgical 
focus is on Luke. However, some scholars 
suggest that the story of a woman caught 
in an adulterous act belongs more in 
Luke’s Gospel and became misplaced in 
time. Whatever of the story’s history, 
it is the teaching that unfolds that is so 
important as we come to our final week in 
our Lenten journey. 

In the story, the woman becomes a pawn 
in a dispute over Torah teaching and as 
an object to trap Jesus in his apparent 
moral liberality and rejection of Mosaic 
teaching. Never addressed is the way the 
knowledge of the woman’s adulterous 
act is derived. How would her accusers 
know of her conduct if they had not set 
themselves in a position to spy upon her? 
They, too, are incriminated by their very 
witness. Jesus does not buy into their 
legal dispute nor their accusation of the 
woman. 

As her accusers depart from the scene 
without condemning the woman, Jesus 
gazes upon her without judgement. 
His gaze frees her. The story leaves 
contemporary listeners with at least two 
insights. It affirms Jesus’ forgiveness 
and his desire for our spiritual release. 
It also provides an opportunity to reflect 
on the way women are treated today 
in many contexts as objects of sexual 
desire, domestic violence, male abuse and 
pornographic depiction.

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL	
Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.  Published 
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and  
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025.  
No 709. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fr Michael Trainor

STRAINING AHEAD. The Israelites in exile, St Paul the apostle and the woman 
caught in adultery all had shameful pasts. They acknowledged their sins but were not 
weighed down by them because they experienced the forgiveness of God. Freed of 
the burden of their sin they were able to continue on their way. We also are sinners 
but with God’s forgiveness we too can put the past behind us and strain ahead for the 
prize to which God is calling us upwards to receive in Christ Jesus.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Ps 42:1-2

Give me justice, O God, and plead my 
cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue 
me, for you, O God, are my strength.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you were lifted up to draw all 
people to yourself: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You shouldered the cross, to bear our 
suffering and sinfulness: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

You open for your people the way from 
death into life: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT

P. By your help, we beseech you, Lord our 
God, may we walk eagerly in that same 
charity with which, out of love for the 
world, your Son handed himself over to 
death. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 
ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Isa 43:16-21

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to 
my people.

Thus says the Lord, who made a way through 
the sea, a path in the great waters; who put 
chariots and horse in the field and a powerful 
army, which lay there never to rise again, 
snuffed out, put out like a wick: 
No need to recall the past, no need to think 
about what was done before. See, I am doing 
a new deed, even now it comes to light; can 
you not see it? Yes, I  am making a road in 
the wilderness, paths in the wilds. The wild 
beasts will honour me, jackals and ostriches, 
because I am putting water in the wilderness 
(rivers in the wild) to give my chosen people 
drink. The people I have formed for myself 
will sing my praises.
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 125. R. v. 3

R. The Lord has done great things for us; 
we are filled with joy.
1.  When the Lord delivered Zion from 
bondage, / it seemed like a dream. / Then was 
our mouth filled with laughter, / on our lips 
there were songs. R.
2.  The heathens themselves said: ‘What 
marvels the Lord worked for them!’ / What 
marvels the Lord worked for us! / Indeed we 
were glad. R.
3.  Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage / as 
streams in dry land. / Those who are sowing 
in tears / will sing when they reap. R.
4.  They go out, they go out, full of tears, / 
carrying seed for the sowing: / they come 
back, they come back, full of song, / carrying 
their sheaves. R.

SECOND READING	 Phil 3:8-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians
Because of Christ I look upon everything else as 
useless in order to gain him.
I  believe nothing can happen that will 
outweigh the supreme advantage of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For him I  have 
accepted the loss of everything, and I look on 

everything as so much rubbish if only I can 
have Christ and be given a place in him. I am 
no longer trying for perfection by my own 
efforts, the perfection that comes from the 
Law, but I want only the perfection that comes 
through faith in Christ, and is from God and 
based on faith. All I want is to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and to share 
his sufferings by reproducing the pattern of 
his death. That is the way I can hope to take 
my place in the resurrection of the dead. Not 
that I have become perfect yet: I have not yet 
won, but I am still running, trying to capture 
the prize for which Christ Jesus captured me. 
I  can assure you my brothers, I am far from 
thinking that I have already won. All I can say 
is that I forget the past and I strain ahead for 
what is still to come; I am racing for the finish, 
for the prize to which God calls us upwards to 
receive in Christ Jesus.
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Joel 2:12-13 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 
endless glory!  
With all your heart turn to me,
for I am tender and compassionate.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 
endless glory!

GOSPEL	 Jn 8:1-11

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Let the person without sin be the first to throw 
a stone.

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At 
daybreak he appeared in the Temple again; 
and as all the people came to him, he sat 
down and began to teach them.

The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman 
along who had been caught committing 
adultery; and making her stand there in 
full view of everybody, they said to Jesus, 
‘Master, this woman was caught in the very 
act of committing adultery, and Moses has 
ordered us in the Law to condemn women 
like this to death by stoning. What have 
you to say?’ They asked him this as a test, 
looking for something to use against him. 
But Jesus bent down and started writing on 
the ground with his finger. As they persisted 
with their question, he looked up and said, 
‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, 
let him be the first to throw a stone at her.’ 
Then he bent down and wrote on the ground 
again. When they heard this they went away 
one by one, beginning with the eldest, until 
Jesus was left alone with the woman, who 
remained standing there. He looked up and 
said, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir,’ she replied. 
‘Neither do I  condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go 
away, and don’t sin any more.’
  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Hear us, almighty God, and, having 
instilled in your servants the teachings of the 
Christian faith, graciously purify them by 
the working of this sacrifice. Through Christ 
our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I OR II OF LENT
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven  . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Jn 8:10-11

Has no one condemned you, woman? No 
one, Lord. Neither shall I condemn you. 
From now on, sin no more. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. We pray, almighty God, 
that we may always be counted  
among the members of Christ, 
in whose Body and Blood we have 
communion. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.
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