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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 26 Oct 2025

The Parish of St Gerard & St Anne

Parish Priest: Fr. Arsenio Tuazon
Pastor Emeritus: Fr. John Dupuche

St Anne’s 54 Knees Road, Park Orchards 3114
St Gerard’s McCulloch Street, Warrandyte 3113

Mass Times: St Gerard & St Anne

Sundays 10.30am

Third Sunday of each month St Anne’s Park Orchards
All other Sundays St Gerard’s Warrandyte

Tuesdays 9.00am

St Gerard’s Warrandyte

Mass Times: Holy Spirit Ringwood North

Wednesday 9.15am Mass

Friday 9.15am Mass

Saturday 6.00pm Mass

Sunday 9.00am Mass

Sunday 5.00pm Mass (in the Chapel)

St Anne Parish Office 54 Knees Road, Park Orchards
Phone: 7064 3922
Email: parkorchards@cam.org.au

Sacraments

Please contact the Parish Office for:

Baptisms: Every 2nd Sunday at St Anne’s Chapel
Reconciliation: Holy Spirit Church, Nth Ringwood
Weddings: By appointment

St Anne’s Primary School
Principal: Michael Edmonds Ph: (03) 9876 1533

Child Safe Committee: Private Mailbox
parkorchards.safeguarding@cam.org.au

First Reading

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus
The prayer of the humble will penetrate the
heavens.

The Lord is a judge

who is no respecter of personages.

He shows no respect of personages to the
detriment of a poor man,

he listens to the plea of the injured party.

He does not ignore the orphan's supplication,
nor the widow's as she pours out her story.

The man who with his whole heart serves God will
be accepted,

his petitions will carry to the clouds.

The humble man's prayer pierces the clouds,

until it arrives he is inconsolable,

nor will he desist until the Most High takes notice
of him,

acquits the virtuous and delivers judgement.

And the Lord will not be slow,

nor will he be dilatory on their behalf.

Responsorial Psalm

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

| will bless the Lord at all times,

his praise always on my lips;

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. R.

The Lord turns his face against the wicked

to destroy their remembrance from the earth.
The just call and the Lord hears

and rescues them in all their distress. R.

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted,;

those whose spirit is crushed he will save.

The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants.

Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. R.
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Second Reading

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy
All that remains is the crown of righteousness reserved for me.

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for me to be gone. |
have fought the good fight to the end; | have run the race to the finish; | have kept the faith; all
there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those who have longed for his
Appearing.

The first time | had to present my defence, there was not a single witness to support me. Every
one of them deserted me - may they not be held accountable for it. But the Lord stood by me and
gave me power, so that through me the whole message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to
hear; and so | was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts
on me, and bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

God was in Christ, to reconcile the
world to himself;

and the Good News of reconciliation
he has entrusted to us

Alleluia!

Gospel
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
The publican returned to his home justified; the pharisee did not.

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being virtuous and
despised everyone else. "'Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to himself, "l thank you, God, that | am not
grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest of mankind, and particularly that | am not like this tax
collector here. | fast twice a week; | pay tithes on all | get." The tax collector stood some distance
away, not daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast and said, "God, be
merciful to me, a sinner." This man, | tell you, went home again at rights with God; the other did
not. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who humbles himself will be
exalted.'
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Reaching out in Prayer, Hospitality and Action ey
Committed to a Child Safe Environment Ny /&

Private Mailbox: parkorchards.safeguarding@cam.org.au A

The Parish of St Gerard & St Anne acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.

EVENTS THIS COMING WEEK: 26 Oct to 2 Nov

Sun 26 Oct 10:30am Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte
Tues 28 Oct  9:00am Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte
Wed 29 Oct 11:30am Funeral Prayers for Helen Paxton,
St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte
Sun 2 Nov 10:30am Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte
ROSTER: October and November 2025
Date Reader Commentator Morning Tea Welcomers Flowers
26 Oct Saskia Harris Volunteer required Shireen Hosier Elaine Macpherson |Claudette Fahy
2 Nov Carmel Murphy Paul Moritz Caterina Brouwer |Lorraine Rath Sue Waugh
9 Nov Nada Whittle Jill McLean Therese Chapman |Michelle Kearney Volunteer required
16 Nov
Anita Lynch Saskia Harris Anita Lynch Wilma Bouchier Ellen Holmes
St Anne

Experience Mass in the peace and beauty of Warrandyte.
We warmly welcome everyone to join us for
Mass at St Gerard’s in Warrandyte every Tuesday morning at 9:00am.

Brien Mason’s Funeral will be at 11:00am on
Thursday 30th October 2025 at Holy Spirit.

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING FOR PARISH VOLUNTEERSs
Thank you to those of you who have completed the mandated Safeguarding Training.
Training Session Details:
Date: Tuesday 25th November 2025
Time: 10:30am
Location: St Anne’s Parish Centre, 54 Knees Road, Park Orchards
RSVP: Please email the Parish Office, parkorchards@cam.org.au to confirm your attendance.

Parish Remembrance Book
In preparation for Month of Remembrance during November, could you kindly let Michelle know,

by 28th October 2025, of any names you would like included?
(The names of all those whose funerals have been held at St Gerard’s this year have already been included.)

Trading Table donation of $100 to the Columbans
You may remember the engaging visit to St Gerard’s from Father George over two years ago. This
donation will go towards projects the Columban Missionary Society funds and with which it is
involved.




The Need for Authenticity

This week’s Gospel passage has a strong message about today’s world. Luke 18:9-14 speaks
powerfully to the struggle between appearance and authenticity. The Pharisee and the tax
collector represent two contrasting attitudes that are deeply relevant in modern society.

One entrenched in self-righteousness, the other in humility and self-awareness. The Pharisee
could be compared to someone who carefully crafts their image on social media — showcasing
good deeds, success, and moral standing. Outwardly, this person appears virtuous and confident,
yet their focus is on comparison and validation.

Like the Pharisee who boasts in the temple, they pray and act not to grow closer to God, but to
affirm their own superiority. Their faith becomes performative, driven by ego rather than love.

The tax collector, on the other hand, mirrors the person who recognises their flaws. In an age
where people often fear vulnerability, the tax collector’s honesty is radical. Standing “far off,” he
doesn’t seek attention or praise; instead, he whispers a simple, heartfelt plea, “God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.”

This humility reflects a deeper truth: that spiritual growth begins with self-awareness and
repentance, not perfection.

Jesus’ conclusion — that the humble man goes home justified — overturns cultural norms that
equate worth with achievement or moral superiority. In modern life, it is a reminder to reject
judgmental attitudes, to avoid comparing our spiritual lives to others, and to approach God and
people with compassion rather than pride.

This parable invites us to examine our own hearts. It challenges us to ask whether we live for
recognition or for transformation. Jesus teaches true faith that is not about proving righteousness
but about receiving mercy: the kind that humbles, heals, and opens us to grace.
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Teaching & engaging students is our primary business

Join us on Wednesday 12" November at 5.30pm for an

Please register for informal, online session about studying Theology.
the Information

session access Website: www.ytu.edu.au

We offer undergraduate, postgraduate, higher degree by research or an audit
pathway. Part-time, full-time & intensives. Face to face, On-line,

synchronous or asynchronous (in your own time) classes. 03 9890 3771

98 Albion Road,

We are here to help you reach your full potential. Register NOW! BoxEill
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