Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (year B)

14 January 2024

Readings

Next Week
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Ps 24:4-9
1Cor 7:29-31
Mk 1:14-20

in a nutshell

Called by Name. It can be hard to
believe that God knows each of us
by name. Sometimes we need a
wise guide like the old priest Eli or
John the Baptist, to help us
recognise the voice of God in our
life. Let us try to hear God’s
personal call to us in this Mass and
in the events of the day, a call
which says in different ways, ‘come
dwell with me, share my life’.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Harry &
Dorothy Heering .

For those who have died recently:

and all those whose anniversary
occurs at this time:

of special note

Weekday Masses will begin again
on Tuesday, 23 January.

Raise Your Voices
Entrance Antiphon

All the earth shall bow down before you, O God,
and shall sing to you,
shall sing to your name, O Most High!

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) Here am |, Lord;
| come to do your will.

| waited, | waited for the Lord.
and he stooped down to me;

he heard my cry.

He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God. (R.)

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,
but an open ear.

You do not ask for holocaust and victim.
Instead, here am I. (R.)

In the scroll of the book it stands written
that I should do your will.

My God, | delight in your law

in the depth of my heart. (R.)

Your justice | have proclaimed
in the great assembly.

My lips | have not sealed;

you know it, O Lord. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

We have found the Messiah:

Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and grace.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
You have prepared a table before me,

and how precious is the chalice that quenches
my thirst.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30pm (EST)

5:00pm (EDST)
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—9:00am
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our
Parish is committed to the care, wellbeing
and protection of children, and vulnerable
people in our community.

Remember children should be accompanied
by an adult family member to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

Car Parking ~-WEEKDAY Masses

Please use available car parks for Mass
rather than the front of the church. Please
Leave the front for the truly disabled.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s
Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan Somers
0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please: mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese
visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee—1* & 3" Friday
Thank you to the volunteers who turn up to assist
with the maintenance of the grounds around the
church. 4pm onwards

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, 13 February
Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm
Parish Council 8:00pm

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH

Parish Notices

Office Closure
The parish office will be closed until mid January. The office will
reopen the week of 15 January 2024.

Fr Michel will be away for two weeks in January
Fr Michel will be away the weeks of 8 January and 15 January. All
weekday liturgies are cancelled. Weekend Masses remain the same.

Adoration of the Eucharist

In a world where there is so much noise, so much bewilderment,
there is a need for silent adoration of Jesus concealed in the Host.
(Pope Benedict XVI)

Confession: Some Catholics no longer believe that confession has
anything to do with their life of faith and, to be specific, their ability
to receive Holy Communion. Do we believe that what we are teaching
is true and that the sacraments are real?....If we do, then confession
is an essential part of our faith. (Fr. David Moses)

Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday 6:00pm
(first Thursday Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What
are you looking for?’” - John 1:38

When we recognize who we are, it's easier to find what we are
looking for. Once we see ourselves, and others, as children of God,
we spend less time looking for the material comforts of the world.
Instead, our hearts long for something deeper that can only be filled
by God. Ask God daily how He wants you to live the life He intended
for you.

Parish Sacramental Program 2024 Enrolments

For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to receive the
Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation,
instructions are available through our Parish. Contact the parish office
or annevan.tilburg@gmail.com Contact Anne by mid-December for

2024 enrolments.

St Mary’s Prayer Group—Every Friday

The Prayer Group meets every Friday in the church from 2-3
p.m. “Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart to God or the
requesting of good things from God” (St. John Damascene).
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Order of Malta Lourdes Day Mass

For some years now, the Order of Malta has organised
an to provide an
opportunity to pray for the sick and infirm particularly
for those who would not otherwise have the
possibility of visiting Lourdes. The Mass will take
place again on Saturday, 10th February at 10.30am at
St Patrick’s Cathedral, with Archbishop Peter A
Comensoli as the principal celebrant. For further
information, please contact: Sauro Antonelli AM on
0411 250 288.

annual Lourdes Day Mass

Morning Tea after 10.30am Sunday Mass

Stay and chat over a cuppa! Consider joining the
roster to assist in serving. If you are unable to serve
but would like to contribute, donations of packaged
biscuits would be appreciated. Contact Rachael
0437123802

NOTE: No morning tea after Tuesday 9:00am Mass in
January, resumes the first Tuesday in February.

Something to Bring a Smile!

Two elderly people are living in a retirement home he
was a widower and she a widow, had known each
other for a number of years. One evening there was a
community supper in the big arena in the Clubhouse.
The two were at the same table, across from one
another. As the meal went on, he took a few admiring
glances at her and finally gathered the courage to ask
her, 'Will you marry me?"

After about six seconds of 'careful consideration,' she
answered 'Yes. Yes, | willl' The meal ended and, with a
few more pleasant exchanges, they went to their
respective places. Next morning, he was troubled.
'Did she say 'yes' or did she say 'no'?' He couldn't
remember. Try as he might, he just could not recall.
Not even a faint memory.

With trepidation, he went to the telephone and called
her. First, he explained that he didn't remember as
well as he used to. Then he reviewed the lovely
evening past. As he gained a little more courage, he
inquired, 'When | asked if you would marry me, did
you say ' Yes' or did you say 'No'?"

He was delighted to hear her say, 'Why, | said, 'Yes,
yes | will." and | meant it with all my heart.'

Then she continued, 'And | am so glad that you called,
because | couldn't remember who had asked me.'

Readings Reflection

Hearing the Call

In the call of Samuel and of the first Apostles, today’s
readings shed light on our own calling to be followers of
Christ.

Notice in the Gospel today that John’s disciples are
prepared to hear God’s call. They are already looking for
the Messiah, so they trust in John’s word and follow
when he points out the Lamb of God walking by.

Samuel is also waiting on the Lord—sleeping near the
Ark of the Covenant where God’s glory dwells, taking
instruction from Eli, the high priest.

Samuel listened to God’s word and the Lord was with
him. And Samuel, through his word, turned all Israel to
the Lord (see 1 Samuel 3:21; 7:2-3). The disciples too
heard
repeatedly in today’s Gospel. They stayed with the Lord
and by their testimony brought others to the Lord.

and followed—words we hear

These scenes from salvation history should give us
strength to embrace God’s will and to follow His call in
our lives.

God is constantly calling to each of us—personally, by
name (see Isaiah 43:1; John 10:3). He wants us to seek
Him in love, to long for His word (see Wisdom 6:11-12).
We must desire always, as the apostles did, to stay
where the Lord stays, to constantly seek His face
(see Psalm 42:2).

For we are not our own, but belong to the Lord, as Paul
says in today’s Epistle.

We must have ears open to obedience, and write His
word within our hearts. We must trust in the Lord’s
promise—that if we come to Him in faith, He will abide
with us (see John 15:14; 14:21-23), and raise us by His
power. And we must reflect in our lives the love He has
shown us, so that others too may find the Messiah.

As we renew our vows of discipleship in this Eucharist,
let us approach the altar singing the new song of today’s
Psalm: “Behold | come . . . to do your will O God.”

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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The mystery of the Lord's baptism

[NOTE: The Baptism of the Lord was celebrated on Monday, 8 January]

The Gospel tells us that the Lord went to the Jordan River to be baptized and that he wished to consecrate
himself in the river by signs from heaven.

Reason demands that this feast of the Lord’s baptism, which | think could be called the feast of his birthday,
should follow soon after the Lord’s birthday, during the same season, even though many years intervened
between the two events.

At Christmas he was born a man; today he is reborn sacramentally. Then he was born from the Virgin; today
he is born in mystery. When he was born a man, his mother Mary held him close to her heart; when he is
born in mystery, God the Father embraces him with his voice when he says: This is my beloved Son in whom
| am well pleased: listen to him. The mother caresses the tender baby on her lap; the Father serves his Son
by his loving testimony. The mother holds the child for the Magi to adore; the Father reveals that his Son is
to be worshipped by all the nations.

That is why the Lord Jesus went to the river for baptism; that is why he wanted his holy body to be washed
with Jordan’s water.

Someone might ask, “Why would a holy man desire baptism?” Listen to the answer: Christ is baptized, not to
be made holy by the water, but to make the water holy, and by his cleansing to purify the waters which he
touched. For the consecration of Christ involves a more significant consecration of the water.

For when the Saviour is washed, all water for our baptism is made clean, purified at its source for the
dispensing of baptismal grace to the people of future ages. Christ is the first to be baptized, then, so that
Christians will follow after him with confidence.

| understand the mystery as this. The column of fire went before the sons of Israel through the Red Sea so
they could follow on their brave journey; the column went first through the waters to prepare a path for
those who followed. As the apostle Paul said, what was accomplished then was the mystery of baptism.
Clearly it was baptism in a certain sense when the cloud was covering the people and bringing them through
the water.

But Christ the Lord does all these things: in the column of fire he went through the sea before the sons of
Israel; so now, in the column of his body, he goes through baptism before the Christian people. At the time
of the Exodus the column provided light for the people who followed; now it gives light to the hearts of
believers. Then it made a firm pathway through the waters; now it strengthens the footsteps of faith in the
bath of baptism.

A sermon by St Maximus of Turin



