
PROFESSION OF FAITH (Nicene Creeed)_ 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  of all things visible and invisi-
ble.I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial  with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and  
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  I believe 
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead and  the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG—160 FOSTER STREET, DANDENONG 

TEL: 9791-4611/OFFICE HOURS 9AM-3PM TUESDAY-FRIDAY/EMAIL: dandenong@cam.org.au 



WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
Saturday Morning: 9.15am 
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm  

Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm  
 

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES 
Monday to Friday:  9.15am 

Friday (9.45am –12.30pm Exposition   
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with  

Benediction at 12.30pm) 

ANNOINTING MASS   
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am 

 

DAILY ROSARY 
After morning Mass  Mon-Sat (Fridays 

will be before Mass)  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to 

5.45pm before 6pm Mass or upon request 
 

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE OR  
HOUSE BLESSING  

Please contact the Parish Centre on    
9791 4611 

 

COMMUNION AND  
ANOINTING OF SICK 

Please inform the Parish Office on  
9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously ill, 
homebound or hospitalised and wants to 

receive Holy Communion or the  
Sacrament of Anointing.    

 
REGULAR GROUP MEETING 

ST MARY’S PARISH 
 

LEGION OF MARY:    
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in 

the Fellowship Room followed by   
Rosary  

 
SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :  

Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the 
church 

 
ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:  

3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at  
Dandenong RSL.12pm 

 
BINGO AT ST MARY’S  

St. Mary’s Bingo  is on Tuesdays at 
12noon &  Saturdays at 6.30pm  in  

St Mary’s Community Centre,  
New St, Dandenong 

ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG 
 
PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia ASSISTANT PRIEST: Fr. Vincent Nguyen 
Parish Website: https://melbcatholic.org/s/dandenong Facebook: St Mary’s Parish Dandenong 
Parish Phone: 9791-4611 Email: dandenong@cam.org.au Address: 160 Foster Street, Dandenong 
PARISH SECRETARY:  Franca Van Boxtel       FINANCE OFFICER:  Deslene de  Niese  
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00am-3:00pm    (Mondays office closed) 
PARISH COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGER: Mr. Miguel Matamala 
St. Mary’s Community Centre Tel:  7064 3928  or  0402 155 192 

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650, New St, Dandenong. Principal:  Terry Gardiner 
St. John’s Regional College Phone: 8793 2000 Caroline St, Dandenong. Principal:  Timothy Hogan 

REFLECTION by Nick Brodie 

Jesus’ proclamation, ‘Peace be with you’, is more than a greeting, Pope 
Leo XIV says. Rather, it is a gift which ‘truly brings about a lasting trans-
formation in those who receive it, and consequently in all of reality.’ 

Having ‘conquered death and broken down the walls of division that sep-
arate humanity’, Jesus shares his peace with us so that we may share it 
too. ‘His presence, his gift and his victory’, the Pope says, ‘continue to 
shine through the perseverance of many witnesses through whom God’s 
work carries on in the world, becoming even more visible and radiant in 
the darkness of our times.’ 

‘In order to overcome the darkness,’ the Pope reflects, ‘it is necessary to 
see the light and believe in it. This is a call that Jesus’ disciples are invited 
to live in a unique and privileged way.’ 

‘Peace is a breath of the eternal’, the Pope reminds us. Indeed, he adds, 
‘Saint Augustine urged Christians to forge an unbreakable bond with 
peace, so that by cherishing it deeply in their hearts, they would be able to 
radiate its luminous warmth around them.’ 

‘Peace is more than just a goal’, the Pope wants us to understand, because 
‘it is a presence and a journey’ we are all called to share. 

Permanent Diaconate Information Session - 2 May 2026 - The Permanent Diaconate is 
open to single and married men, aged between 30 and 50+, who want to serve God and 
the Church as ordained ministers. The information session is open to everyone interested 
in learning more about the permanent diaconate. If you have attended any previous  
session, you are also welcome to attend this session. It is an opportunity to further  
discern your vocation. Wives most welcome. The session will be on Saturday morning, 
2nd May, 10.00am–11.30am in person at The Catholic Theological College,  
278 Victoria Parade East Melbourne.   
Email: Deacon Kevin Pattison Kevin.Pattison@cam.org.au with full name and parish. 
All are welcome.  

               Parish Synod Corner  
A Synod is not a parliament 
The Church is not a democracy where 
truth is decided by majority vote. A Synod 
is not about winning arguments or pushing 
agendas. Instead, it is a spiritual process of 
listening deeply—to God, to Scripture, to 
tradition, and to one another—so that deci-
sions are shaped by faith and mission, not 
ideology. 
 
Why listening matters in the Church 
Listening is not a sign of weakness. In the 
Christian tradition, listening is an act of 
humility and faith. We believe that God 
can speak through the experiences, joys, 
and struggles of His people. Synodality 
reminds us that listening is a form of love 
and a path to wisdom. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Thanksgiving: $1506.00   Presbytery $652.00   Good Friday Collection: $2933.00 
Support our Parish If you would like to make direct payments to our bank accounts, the details are:    
St Mary’s General Account:  (Thanksgiving & Donations) NAB BSB:  083 347  ACC. No. 483196852 
For contributions to support our priests and the Archdiocese:  
Presbytery Account:  NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193 

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Recently Deceased:  James Leime Lohitai, Fr Grant O’Neill, Christopher Sly,  
Anniversaries:    Alessandro Presta, Cecilia Dinh, Martha De Souza, Peter Netto & Bruce Netto,  
   Maria Concetta Lamanna 

Sick:     Kulandhai Therese, Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson,  Jim Lynch, 
Bernardo, Ray Gilligan,  Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy,  Kevin,  Maria Pe-
rez, Angela Anthony, Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano,  Imelda Quatre-
bornes, Sandra Wills,  Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Russell 
D’Costa, Satty Lee, Ping Lo, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Gervais Tourmentin,  Ashleigh Wills,  
Anthony Morri, Lyma Payne, Eva Salvacion Satuito, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien, Robyn Campbell 
Rosario Giaquinta, Joanna Van Der Ven, Ricky  (The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an  au-
thorised person before any name can be printed) in the Marian.    

DANDENONG DEANERY Theme The Voices That Echo the Glory 
of God through Peace & Mercy on Wednesday 29th April 2026 at 
Graduate’s Restaurant, St John’s Regional College, Caroline Street, 
Dandenong. At 5.30pm for 5.45pm start. Cost is $48 per person (incl. 
3 course meal wine & Beer) Guest Speaker is Dalal Smiley Well-
springs for Women CEO. RSVP phone Paddy 0422 296 961 e-mail: 
dandenongdeanery@live.com.au. by Friday 24th April 2026   

GOD AND BEER MONDAY 13TH APRIL 2026 
 

LEADERSHIP LESSONS FROM FOOTY,  
FAMILY AND FAITH:  At the next God and Beer, 
Steve Lawrence will speak on the theme of Catholic 
Leadership: what it means to lead with faith, courage 
and integrity in today’s world. Drawing on his expe-
rience in being a husband and father, faith ministry, 
education and leadership formation, Steve will ex-
plore how ordinary Catholics can become the kind of 
leaders who strengthen families, parishes and com-
munities. 
ABOUT STEVE LAWRENCE:   Steve Lawrence 
has spent decades forming and mentoring Catholic 
leaders. He has worked extensively in Catholic 
Youth Ministry and played a key role in World 
Youth Day Sydney 2008 as Director of Evangelisa-
tion and Catechesis. Along with his wife, Annie, he 
led the Emmanuel Community School of Mission in 
Rome, training young missionaries from around the 
world, and now leads the Altum Leadership Group, 
which focuses on inspiring and equipping leaders in 
Catholic institutions. Oh yeah and he played in 
a premiership for Hawthorn, no big deal.   This 
promises to be an evening of good conversation, fel-
lowship, and faith. We hope you’ll join us! 
Topic: Leadership Lessons from Footy, Family and 
Faith  Speaker: Steve Lawrence   
Date:  Monday 13th April  Time: 6.30pm dinner 
available for purchase, 7.30pm for the talk 
Venue: Notting Hill Hotel, Steakhouse Room, 260-
262 Ferntree Gully Rd., Notting Hill 
Tickets: Free (but limited) - click here    For videos 
of past God and Beer events visit this link. 
GOD AND BEER:   An initiative of the Knights of 
the Southern Cross to bring together people of all 
ages from across the south-east suburbs of Mel-
bourne each month. 

A Marriage Encounter weekend is a gift for every married cou-
ple. No group sharing is required. The weekend is based on 
Catholic values and couples of all faiths are very welcome. To 
be held on April 24 - 26th St Paul's Retreat Centre, Wantirna 
South. Starts Friday evening at 7pm and finishes Sunday after-
noon around 4:30pm. Please phone Mercy & James 0409 183 
676 or E:vicbookings@wwme.org.au, W: wwme.org.au   

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faltumgroup.net%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdandenong%40cam.org.au%7C3b51845a0e7748a8be6f08de9505ba3f%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639112050670093263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcG
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DLvAYaou0WqU&data=05%7C02%7Cdandenong%40cam.org.au%7C3b51845a0e7748a8be6f08de9505ba3f%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639112050670122343%7CUnknown%7CTW
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstorage-prod.twotaps.io%2Fuploads%2Fimages%2Fc6c11fe5-f2b2-4cae-9a53-724c0dd3a06c%2FVenue-Map.jpg%3Fcx%3D0%26cy%3D40.33%26cw%3D2000%26ch%3D1333.33%26w%3D640&data=05%7C02%7Cdandenong%40cam.org.a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgodandbeer.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdandenong%40cam.org.au%7C3b51845a0e7748a8be6f08de9505ba3f%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639112050670151458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1h
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DsApsxXcUoBs%26list%3DPLBqVdy4CBUioa1fjBtp8kCAOHJlQpyHe2&data=05%7C02%7Cdandenong%40cam.org.au%7C3b51845a0e7748a8be6f08de9505ba3f%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193

