7 September 2025 St Jobn Bosco Parish Niddrie

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

/X A WORD FROM
&7 THE PASTOR..

A happy Fathers Day to all our Fathers in the parish. May St Joseph intercede for you in your
wonderful vocation. Let us also pray for our Fathers who have pre-deceased us. May they enjoy
eternal life and the reward of their labours.
Jubilee of Grandparents
On Sunday 21 September we will celebrate the local Jubilee of Grandparents. We are inviting all
grandparents (and great grandparents!) to join us at the 10.30am Mass, when we will have a
Blessing for them and present them with a commemorative certificate. Perhaps this is a good
occasion to show our gratitude for them in a special way by accompanying them to Mass and
perhaps taking them out for lunch or a coffee.
Ordinations to the Priesthood
On Saturday September 20, the Archbishop will ordain three men to the priesthood for the
Archdiocese of Melbourne. Fr John Vespa was ordained in June by the Holy Father, making it four
new priests for our Archdiocese this year. The Ordination Mass will be at 10am at the Cathedral,
and all are welcome. Please keep in your prayers Deacons Josh McDermid, lan Vergel and Tuong
Nguyen as they prepare for Ordination and service in our parishes in Melbourne.
Canonisations.
This Sunday in Rome, the Holy Father will canonise two extraordinary young men. May these
new saints intercede for us and inspire many young people to follow them in love of the
Eucharist and service of others. There are many resources on the internet about the new
saints, and several books published about them. Perhaps these might make a good gift for
the young people in your family. These new saints remind us that saints are real people and
that holiness of life can be very practical and practiced at all ages.
Carlo Acutis: the first millennial saint

Acutis, an Italian computer-coding teenager who died of cancer in 2006, is known for his great
devotion to the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Born in 1991, Acutis is the first millennial to
be beatified by the Catholic Church. Shortly after his first Communion at the age of 7, Acutis told
his mother: “To always be united to Jesus: This is my life plan.” To accomplish this, Acutis sought
to attend daily Mass as often as he could at the parish church across the street from his
elementary school in Milan. Acutis called the Eucharist “my highway to heaven,” and he did all in
his power to make this presence known. His witness inspired his own parents to return to
practicing the Catholic faith and his Hindu au pair to convert and be baptized. Acutis was a tech-
savvy kid who loved computers, animals, and video games. His spiritual director has recalled that
Acutis was convinced that the evidence of Eucharistic miracles could be persuasive in helping
people to realize that Jesus is present at every Mass. He is remembered for saying: “People who
place themselves before the sun get a tan; people who place themselves before the Eucharist
become saints.” Acutis died at the age of 15 in 2006, shortly after being diagnosed with leukemia.
Before he died, Acutis told his mother: “I offer all of my suffering to the Lord for the pope and for
the Church in order not to go to purgatory but to go straight to heaven.”

Pier Giorgio Frassati: ‘To the heights’ of holiness
Frassati, who died at the age of 24 in 1925, is also beloved by many today for his enthusiastic
witness to holiness that reaches “to the heights.” The young man from the northern Italian city of
Turin was an avid mountaineer and Third Order Dominican known for his charitable outreach.
Born on Holy Saturday, April 6, 1901, Frassati was the son of the founder and director of the Italian
newspaper La Stampa. At the age of 17, he joined the St. Vincent de Paul Society and dedicated
much of his spare time to taking care of the poor, the homeless, and the sick as well as
demobilized servicemen returning from World War |. Frassati was also involved in the Apostleship
of Prayer and Catholic Action. He obtained permission to receive daily Communion. On a
photograph of what would be his last climb, Frassati wrote the phrase “Verso L’Alto,” which means
“to the heights.” This phrase has become a motto for Catholics inspired by Frassati to strive for the
summit of eternal life with Christ. Frassati died of polio on July 4, 1925. His doctors later speculated
that the young man had caught polio while serving the sick. St John Paul Il, who beatified Frassati
in 1990, called him a “man of the eight beatitudes,” describing him as “entirely immersed in the
mystery of God and totally dedicated to the constant service of his neighbour.” (ololcc.net)

Green is the colour of hope and growth.

Contact Us
Parish Priest

Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au

W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042

Parish Office
Charles Meneze, Secretary
Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

Pray With Us

Mass Times

Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: spm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
1% Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.

House Blessings/ Visits / Anointing of the
Sick
Please contact the presbytery

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite

your support- please contact the Parish
Office.

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:

Presbytery Account (1** collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

- BSB:083 -347 Acc No.: 6616 52479
Parish Account (2™ collection, for parish
expenses)

- BSB:083 - 347 Acc No.: 6568 74974

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or
the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enable us to
continue the work of the Gospel.

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

Parish News

Social Media

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook:

St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie

New to the Faith? Want to Know More?
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception in the
Church ? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.

Participating in the Mass

The daily Mass readings and responses can be accessed with this QR Code.
The Sunday readings and Mass responses are on the other side of the bulletin.
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Next week at the spm Vigil Mass we will welcome the Year 3 students
from St John Bosco’s school who will be making their commitment to
preparing for their First Reconciliation later this year. .

This week is National Child Protection Week, culminating in next
Sunday with Safeguarding Sunday in all our parishes. At this time, we
renew our commitment to care and pray and support those who
suffer and are in pain, and commit ourselves to making our Church a
place of welcome, love, safety and care.

Ireland Pilgrimage - St John Bosco’s school staff
St John Bosco's Deputy Principal Sommer Azzopardi and Religious Education
Leader Sue Carey will be embarking on a 13 day pilgrimage to Ireland on the
20th September. The Mission and Identity team from the Melbourne
Archdiocese of Catholic Schools are coordinating the pilgrimage to Ireland.
It is tradition for a pilgrim to carry special intentions of others with them on
their journey. We would love to take your prayer intentions with us, and
throughout the pilgrimage we will take time to pray these intentions at sacred
sites and churches along the way. A prayer book will be placed in the foyer of
the church for you to enter your special intentions.
Sommer Azzopardi & Sue Carey
Local Jubilee of Grandparents

Our next local Jubilee celebration will be on Sunday September 21 when we

will celebrate the Jubilee of Grandparents. At the 10.30am Mass on this day

we will celebrate the important role of grandparents and give a Jubilee

Blessing to them. Please invite them to join us.

St John Bosco's Parish Hall Hire
Available weekends

Kitchen, stove & oven

Tables & chairs available to seat 42
Bathrooms. Up to § hours

Please contact the parish office

2 weeks notice preferred

Our Liturgical Life
The Liturgy of the Eucharist

After the elements have been offered, the celebrant bows low to the altar
and silently prays to God that the offerings might be acceptable. The
prayer recalls the Penitential Act, that we, as well as the offerings will be
acceptable to God, ‘With humble spirit and contrite heart may we be
accepted by you, O Lord, and may our sacrifice in your sight this day be
pleasing to you, Lord God’. The use of some silent prayers of the
celebrant during the Mass reminds us of the mediatory role of the priest,
praying on behalf of all the assembly, and the Church. The celebrant then
washes his hands

Our Spiritual Life
“The sacrament of Penance assures us that God wipes away our sins. We
experience those powerful and comforting words of the Psalm: “It is he
who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of your ills, who redeems
your life from the grave, who crowns you with love and compassion... The
Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy... He does
not treat us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our faults. For
as the heavens are high above the earth, so strong is his love for those
who fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove
our sins” (Ps 103:3-4.8.10-12).”

Archbishop’s Campaign Thank you to everyone who has so generously
made a pledge or gift to the 2025 Archbishop’s Campaign. Every gift, large

or small, is greatly appreciated! The Aﬁpeal has now concluded.
NEW PARISHIONERS

We warmly welcome you and ask that you make yourself known
to us by completing the below details and placing this form in the
collection basket at Mass or emailing us at Niddrie@cam.org.au

Full name:

Email:

Phone:
You can also email us at niddrie@cam.org.au if you would like
Thanksgiving envelopes, a house blessing or more information.

Upcoming Jubilee Celebrations in Rome

= Jubilee of Consolation (15 September)

- Jubilee of Justice (20 September)

- Jubilee of Catechists (26-28 September)

- Jubilee of the Missions (4-5 October)

- Jubilee of Migranis (4-5 October)

- Jubilee of Consecrated Life (8-9 October)

- Jubilee of Marian Spirituality (11-12 October)

Stewardship

The first collection is for the
support of the Parish Priest, for
retired and sick priests, parishes in
need and the Archbishop.

Those who are sick

community
Recently Deceased

The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,

: community
insurance etc.

Last week:
1* collection: $592

2" collection: $1,473
You can also donate to our Presbytery

Maule; Felicia Ragel;

We recall in Prayer

We pray for all the sick in our parish

All the recently deceased in our

Anniversaries and Remembrances
Kim Borg; Dorothy Lyra Fernandez; Fr
Michael Quigley; Adamo Plastina; Bert

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday: private intention
Saturday: for all parish volunteers
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)
Wisdom of the Saints

Saint Leo the Great: “Let us be raised to the one who
made the dust of our lowliness into the body of his

glory.” MAY THE WORDS OF | [NEVER AGAIN pE
MY MOUTH AND THE | |NTERRUPTED BY THE
Thought for the Week [ MEDITATIONS RINGING OF A

QOF A HEART CELL PHONE.

Your children need your
presence more than
your presents.



mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au

and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any

mother, wife, children, brothers,

and come after me cannot be my disciple.

work out the cost to see if he had enough

a man who started to build and was unable to
finish.” Or again, what king marching to war
against another king would not first sit down

then while the other king was still a long way
off, he would send envoys to sue for peace.

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. O God, who give us the gift of true prayer
and of peace, graciously grant that, through
this offering, we may do fitting homage to
your divine majesty and, by partaking of the

in mind and heart. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

: THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way

© P. The Lord be with you.
man comes to me without hating his father,

SISEETS, - p_Lift up your hearts.

yes and his own life too, he cannot be my : .
disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending R. Itis right and just.

¢ PREFACE I-VIll OF THE

to build a tower, would not first sit down and :

SUNDAYS IN ORDINARY TIME
to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the : After the Preface, we sing or say:
foundation and then found himself unable : ’

to finish the work, the onlookers would all : All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
start making fun of him and saying, ‘Here is
 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna

¢ in the highest.

and consider whether with ten thousand men :

: THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

he could stand up to the other who advanced :
against him with twenty thousand? If not, :

R. And with your spirit.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
i and profess your Resurrection

So in the same way, none of you can be my : 1+l you come again.

disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.”
3 COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
i divine teaching, we dare to say: :
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

. All: For the kingdom, the power and the
i glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen. :
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
© R. And with your spirit. :
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

- LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
i of the world, have mercy on us.

© Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

¢ the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

i the world, grant us peace.

- INVITATION TO COMMUNION :
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
i takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
- those called to the supper of the Lamb.

© R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word

. and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Like the deer that yearns for running

cf. Ps 41:2-3

streams,

so my soul is yearning for you, my God,;
my soul is thirsting for God, the living
God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

- P. Grant that your faithful, O Lord, whom !
¢ you nourish and endow with life through the
food of your Word and heavenly Sacrament, :
© may so benefit from your beloved Son’s great
sacred mystery, we may be faithfully united gifts that we may merit an eternal share in his
life. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
© R. Amen.

3 THE CONCLUDING RITES
- P. The Lord be with you.

- R. And with your spirit.

- P. May almighty God bless you,

i the Father, and the Son, M and the Holy
Spirit.

i R. Amen.

P. Go in peace.

i R. Thanks be to God.

%EAKING OPEN THE WORD

THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP

What is the ‘cost’ of being a disciple?
What will it require? These questions
are addressed in today’s Gospel. Jesus is
on his way to Jerusalem where suffering
and death await. He is accompanied by
a crowd of people. They, too, are on the
‘way’—the earliest expression used of
Jesus’ followers who, according to Luke
in the Acts of the Apostles, are named
people of “The Way’ (Acts 9.2f).

It is clear from Jesus’ teaching that
discipleship will not be easy. We have
met this theme already back in August,
on the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time,
when Jesus spoke of the tensions that
would arise within households where
committed disciples lived. In today’s
passage, this household division is even
more dramatically described. Disciples’
relationship to Jesus must trump every
other. The word which Luke uses is
‘hate’. Disciples must ‘hate’ parents and
siblings. The language of Luke’s day
employed superlatives and exaggerated
speech to make a point. So, the disciple
is not to literally ‘hate’ family members.,
but the ‘hate’ expression is a reminder
that following Jesus will come at a cost.
This cost requires commitment and needs
calculation.

This is the point of the two examples

which conclude the Gospel: calculation
is needed in building materials or the
chances of victory in battle. The final
note the passage ends on is one of
Luke’s favourite themes: Disciples must
not be possessed by possessions. The
disciple must be free, of wealth and even
relationships that hinder communion
with Jesus.

Fr MicHAEL TRAINOR

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL §A
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / C

PUT JESUS FIRST. It is somewhat shocking to hear Jesus say, ‘Whoever comes to me
without hating (family members) cannot be my disciple’. Jesus is using hyperbole to
stress that we must give first place to following him. If that puts us in conflict with our

family, we must choose Jesus. Thankfully, most of us don’t face such a conflict. We
can rejoice in God and in family, as Paul does in today’s Second Reading.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

¢ and an everlasting inheritance. Through our
Ps 118: 137,124 Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
. R. Amen.

XL ITURGY OF THE WORD

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, :
- FIRST READING

i A reading from the book of Wisdom
Who can comprehend the will of the Lord?
- ‘What man can know the intentions of God? :
© Who can divine the will of the Lord?

The reasonings of mortals are unsure

and our intentions unstable;

¢ for a perishable body presses down the soul,
and this tent of clay weighs down the

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
You are just, O Lord, and your
judgement is right; treat your servant in
accord with your merciful love.

GREETING

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore

you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /

seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, /
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

believe in Christ may receive true freedom

Wis 9:13-18

teeming mind.

¢ It is hard enough for us to work out what

is on earth,

¢ who, then, can discover what is in the heavens?
i As for your intention, who could have learnt

it, had you not granted Wisdom

and sent your holy spirit from above?
i Thus have the paths of those on earth been

straightened

and men been taught what pleases you,
¢ and saved, by Wisdom.’

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.
. RESP PSALM

Ps 89:3-6, 12-14, 17.R. v. 1
¢ R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our

refuge.

- back, sons of men.”/ To your eyes a thousand
years / are like yesterday, come and gone, / no
more than a watch in the night. R.

2. You sweep men away like a dream, / like

have mercy on us; / you take away the sins grass which springs up in the morning. / In

of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are the morning it springs up and flowers: / by
evening it withers and fades. R.

- 3. Make us know the shortness of our life /
- that we may gain wisdom of heart. / Lord,

- relent! Is your anger for ever? / Show pity to
your servants. R.

4. In the morning, fill us with your love; /
P. O God, by whom we are redeemed and we shall exult and rejoice all our days. / Let
receive adoption, look graciously upon your :
beloved sons and daughters, that those who

the favour of the Lord be upon us: / give
success to the work of our hands. R.

¢ SECOND READING
: A reading from the letter of St Paul to

7 SEPTEMBER 2025

Philem 9-10, 12-17

: Philemon

Receive him, not as a slave anymore, but as a
very dear brother.

This is Paul writing, an old man now and,
¢ what is more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus.
I am appealing to you for a child of mine,
¢ whose father I became while wearing these
chains: I mean Onesimus. I am sending him
. ¢ back to you, and with him - I could say —
laborious to know what lies within our reach;

a part of my own self. I should have liked

¢ to keep him with me; he could have been a
substitute for you, to help me while I am in
¢ the chains that the Good News has brought
- me. However, I did not want to do anything
¢ without your consent; it would have been
forcing your act of kindness, which should be
: spontaneous. I know you have been deprived
- of Onesimus for a time, but it was only so
that you could have him back for ever, not as
i aslave any more, but something much better
- than aslave, a dear brother; especially dear to
 me, but how much more to you, as a blood-
- brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if
¢ all that we have in common means anything

to you, welcome him as you would me.
I. You turn men back into dust/ and say: ‘Go

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Ps 118:135

¢ Let your face shine on your servant,
- and teach me your laws.
Alleluia!

. GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
© P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

All who do not renounce their possessions cannot

i be my disciples.

Lk 14:25-33



