
 

 4 Drake St, Mornington VIC 3931  
Parish Office: Tue to Fri 9am to 4pm: Ph: 5975 2200  

Email: mornington@cam.org.au   
Web: stmacartansparish.com.au 

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Geoffrey McIlroy 
Assistant Priest: Fr An Le 

Parish Secretary: Cherrie Azzopardi 

St Macartan’s Catholic Parish PARISH BULLETIN 

Mass Times:  

- Weekdays: Tues to Saturday 9:15am                                                    
- Saturday night: 6 pm                              
- Sunday: 9am, 11am                                
- Anointing/Healing Mass: 9:15am              
[1st Friday of each Month] 

YOUTH MASS: 2nd & 4th Sunday 
each Month 5pm. 

HOLY HOUR / ADORATION:  

• Every Friday after 9:15 Mass 

• 1st Saturdays each month after 
9:15am Mass 

• 3:30pm 2nd & 4th Sundays 

RECONCILIATION:  

After 9:15am Mass: Wed & Saturday  

YOUTH GROUPS: QUINN’S PLACE: 
Year 7+ Friday’s 6pm-10pm Community 
SUSPENDED 

ENCOUNTER: Youth Group: Primary 
school age 3pm-4:45pm before Youth 

Video Sunday Mass: 

Watch Mass Live: Every Sun. 9AM 

https://vimeo.com/event/4119752  

Or go to website to copy link: 

https://www.melbcatholic.org/mornington 

ALSO: at our regular YouTube link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos 

 

Stations of the Cross 

The way of the Cross, a beautiful and     

prayerful stations journey:  

Weekly 7pm-7:45pm Tuesday’s 

Beginning Tue 20th Feb to 19th March 

 

QUINNS PLACE 

Until further notice 

Quinns Place is CLOSED. 

It will return in a different format. 

Fr Geoff 

 

[Fr An away 9th Feb –9th March] 

3rd SUNDAY OF LENT YrB 3rd March 2024 

https://vimeo.com/event/4119752
https://www.stmacartansparish.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos


First Reading Exodus 20:1-17 

 reading from the book of Exodus - The Law was given through Moses. 

God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

‘You shall have no gods except me. 

‘You shall not make yourself a carved image or any likeness of anything in heaven or on earth 
beneath or in the waters under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them. For I, 
the Lord your God, am a jealous God and I punish the father’s fault in the sons, the grandsons, 
and the great-grandsons of those who hate me; but I show kindness to thousands of those who 

love me and keep my commandments. ‘You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God to 
misuse it, for the Lord will not leave unpunished the man who utters his name to misuse it. 

‘Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work, 
but the seventh day is a sabbath for the Lord your God. You shall do no work on that day, nei-

ther you nor your son nor your daughter nor your servants, men or women, not your animals nor 
the stranger who lives with you. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth and 

the sea and all that these hold, but on the seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord has 
blessed the sabbath day and made it sacred ‘Honour your father and your mother so that you 

may have a long life in the land that the Lord your God has given to you. ‘You shall not kill. ‘You 
shall not commit adultery. ‘You shall not steal. ‘You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbour. ‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s 

wife, or his servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is his.’ 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 18:8-11. R. Jn 6:68 

(R.) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 

1. The law of the Lord is perfect,  
it revives the soul. 

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.) 

2. The precepts of the Lord are right,  
they gladden the heart. 

The command of the Lord is clear, 
it gives light to the eyes. (R.) 

3. The fear of the Lord is holy,  
abiding for ever. 

The decrees of the Lord are truth 
and all of them just. (R.) 

4. They are more to be desired than gold,  
than the purest of gold 

and sweeter are they than honey, 
than honey from the comb. (R.) 

 WE HOLD IN OUR PRAYERS  

Pray for the sick and their Carers: Tony Formosa, Betty Corke, Kevin Paganoni, 

Fiona Rush, Aaron Eastley, Bruce Reekie, Val Carr, Evan Senn, Adeline Lyn Tilden, 

Angela Turner, Poala Solvy, Kathleen Rose, Barbara Seymour, Barbara Hent, Gai 

Beveridge, Barbara Hunt, Dr Ron Fitzgerald, James Tokarczyk, Sarah-Jane Sharp, 

Pat Guest, Rhonda Vernon, Sinead Ryan, Sean O’Leary, Rita Fordyce &  

Death Anniversary: Laurie Robinson 

Recent Deaths: Terence Holt (funeral Here Friday 1st March @11:30am).  

• Jean Higgins (Funeral here Tuesday 5th March, 11:30am). 

• Tony Ryan (Funeral Here Thursday 7th March, 11:30am).  

• John Spaziani (Funeral here Friday 8th March & 11:30am). 



 Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

We are preaching a crucified Christ, a scandal to many, but to those who have 
been called, the wisdom of God. 

While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for wisdom, here are we preaching a cruci-
fied Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to the pagans madness, but to those 

who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the wis-
dom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 

than human strength. 

Gospel Acclamation John 3:16 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 

that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Gospel John 2:13-25 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up. 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people 
selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers sitting at their counters there. Mak-
ing a whip out of some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scat-
tered the money changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take 
all this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ Then his disciples remem-
bered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The Jews intervened and said, 

‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctu-
ary, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this 
sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that 

was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, 
and they believed the scripture and the words he had said. 

During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many believed in his name when they saw the signs 
that he gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not trust himself to them; he never needed evidence 

about any man; he could tell what a man had in him. 

Communion Antiphon John 4:13-14 

For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord, 
the water I shall give will become in him 

a spring welling up to eternal life. 

VOCATION NEWS 

Dear friends, 

I would like to thank you for your prayers for Vocations over the years. We were delighted to accept 
eight men to the Seminary for Melbourne this year: 

Chinh Tran, Rohan Prince, Luke Kennedy, Luke Emslie, Tung Phan, Joseph Maae, Patrick Harris and 
Mathews Noble. 

 Many of you have personally helped and encouraged these men along their journey to apply to join the 
Seminary; it truly is a team effort! Please continue to pray for them! Part of the work of the Vocations 

Office is to promote Vocations throughout our Archdiocese. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
thoughts/plans of how we can do so better. 

 In Christ, 

Fr Dishan and the Vocations Team  and Fr Geoff Vocation Officer 



Gospel Reflection 

The Temple in Jerusalem was (and still is) a pow-
erful symbol of holiness and a symbol of the 
connection and relationship between God and 
the Hebrew people. It is often assumed that Je-
sus’ anger was directed at the traders and mon-
eychangers because their business had infringed 
on and desecrated the temple precinct. But the 
reality is a bit more complicated. The Temple 
was the holiest site for sacrifice to God. The tra-
dition dictated that sacrifice made by a priest on 
the altar was the highest form of worship. The 
best animal to sacrifice was a healthy, properly 
formed creature. Rather than walking a lamb all 
the way from somewhere like Galilee to Jerusa-
lem, the faithful would purchase their sacrifice 
animal at the Temple itself – thus the presence 
of the people selling cattle, sheep and doves. 

However, to further complicate matters, the Temple traders would not accept Roman coins 
to purchase the sacrificial animals as they bore the image of the deified emperor. There-
fore, money changers were required to exchange Roman currency for acceptable coinage – 
so the money changers were also playing their part in the prayer life of the Temple. Jesus’ 
outrage is not so much with the traders and the money-changers as with the whole reli-
gious practice and hierarchical structure that has developed to a point where the only way 
a person can pray in a ‘valid’ way is to purchase an animal and hand it over to a priest who 
goes behind a screened wall to sacrifice the animal. The only way to seek God’s for-
giveness and mercy was to ‘buy’ it at the Temple. This was what outraged Jesus. He could 
not stomach the injustice nor the barriers that had been erected between the people and 
their God.                                            Scriptural context 

This episode of outrage in the Temple is recorded in all four of the Gospels. Interestingly, 
the three synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke place the event in the final days 
leading to Passion events while the Gospel of John places the event in the very early days 
of Jesus’ public ministry. While the three synoptics are likely to be more chronologically 
correct, the Gospel of John uses the event very deliberately to make the point that Jesus is 
the new Temple – the new focus of God’s presence in the world; the Word made flesh. 

Historical Context 

In Jewish tradition, the Temple marked the point of physical connection between God and 
humankind and between the past and the present. It was where God’s story and humani-
ty’s story met. However, in the year 70 C.E. – some 40 years after Jesus – the Temple was 
destroyed by the Romans. The gospel of John is written another 20+ years later and so the 
reality of the Temple’s destruction is still trying to be absorbed by the people. It was a very 
powerful image for the gospel writer to suggest that Jesus was the new Temple – the new 
point of connection. 



 
 
 

Pope's March prayer intention: For the martyrs of our day 
Pope Francis releases his prayer intention for March, asking for prayers for the 
martyrs of our day, and recalling a story he was told by a widowed Muslim man 

who recounted the martyrdom of his Christian wife as she defied terrorists. 
By Francesca Merlo 

 
"For the martyrs of our day, witnesses to Christ". In the new release from The Pope Video, Pope 
Francis requests prayers for the new martyrs of our day so that they might “imbue the Church 
with their courage and missionary drive.” 
Introducing his prayer intention for the month of March, Pope Francis decides to share a story 
which he says "is a reflection of the Church today" and one that is "the story of a little-known wit-
ness of faith". 
 
He recalls the story of a widowed man whom he met when he visited a refugee camp in Lesbos. 
The man, a Muslim, recounted the har-
rowing story of how his wife, who was 
Christian, was asked by terrorists 
to throw a crucifix to the ground. "She 
didn't do it, and they slit her throat in 
front of me", the man told the Pope. 
Pope Francis notes that this man "held 
no grudges", and was instead 
"focused on his wife's example of 
love, a love for Christ that led her 
to accept, and to be faithful to the point 
of death". 
 
The Holy Father emphasises that 
there will always be martyrs among us 
and that "this is a sign that we are on the right path" as the courage and witness of the martyrs, 
"is a blessing for everyone". The Pope continues, "I have been told that there are more martyrs 
today than at the beginning of Christianity." 
 
Thus, Pope Francis invites all the faithful to pray for those who risk their lives for the Gospel, all 
over the world, so that they "might imbue the Church with their courage and missionary drive, 
and be open to the grace of martyrdom".  
 
Silent martyrs 
The Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network created this month's video in collaboration with Aid To the 
Church In Need (ACN), a Papal Foundation whose mission is to help the faithful wherever they 
are persecuted, oppressed or in need through information, prayer and action. 
In the video, the story of the Christian lady who died refusing to throw the crucifix on the ground 
alternates with other images of Christian communities on pilgrimage and cites examples of cour-
age, such as that of the first Servant of God from Pakistan – Akash Bashir – who died almost 20 
years ago in 2015 to prevent a terrorist attack on a Church in Lahore filled with members of the 
faithful. 
 
In its press release accompanying this month's prayer intention, the Pope's Worldwide Prayer 
Network notes that in 2023 alone, ACN received reports in 40 countries of people who were as-
sassinated or abducted because of their faith. Nigeria has become the country with the highest 
number of assassinations; in Pakistan, in the diocese of Faisalabad, the churches and homes of 
the Christians in Jaranwala were attacked; and in Burkina Faso, Catholics in Débé were expelled 
from their village solely because of their faith. 



                Jokes of the Week                         

 1: Devouring monstrous “zeal” in the Church: There is a funny story about the 

childhood days of the former American president, Theodore Roosevelt.  Little   

Teddy Roosevelt had a problem.  When he was a child his mother, Mitty, found that 

he was so afraid of the Madison Square Church that he refused to set foot inside it 

alone.  He was terrified, as she discovered, of something called “The Zeal.”  It 

crouched in dark corners ready to pounce upon him.  And when she asked him 

what zeal might be, he said that he couldn’t exactly describe it, but he thought it 

might be something like an alligator or a dragon, and he had heard the pastor read 

about it from the Bible one day.  So, using a concordance, Mitty read him those 

passages containing the word zeal until suddenly he stopped her and, very         

excited, said, “That’s it!”  The line was from the Book of John, Chapter 2, verse 17, 

and it was the King James version- “And his disciples remembered that it was  

written ‘the zeal of Thine House hath eaten me up.”   

 

2) Commercials in the Church: A little girl was taken to the Church for the first 

time. As she was leaving with her parents, the pastor asked how she had liked the 

Mass.  “I liked the music,” she replied, “but the commercial was too long.”  

 

3) “I don’t smoke during Lent.”  The story is told of a priest who was coming 

back to his parish house one evening in the dark only to 

be accosted by a robber who pulled a gun at him and  

demanded, “Your money or your life!” As the priest 

reached his hand into his coat pocket the robber saw his 

Roman collar and said, “So you are a priest? Then you 

can go.” The priest was rather surprised at this    unex-

pected show of piety and so tried to reciprocate by       

offering the robber his packet of cigarettes, to which the 

robber replied, “No, Father, I don’t smoke during Lent.”  



Parish Footy Tipping Competition 

Our St. Macartan’s footy tipping competition 2024 starts Thursday 7 March.  

We would love new members. All you need to do is go to ESPN Footy Tips 
www.footytips.com.au and create an account then search for St. Macartan’s Parish 
Footy Tipping. The password to join is “drake”. 

Previous tippers only need to log back into your ESPN Footy Tips account and make 
sure your details are up to date. Cost to join the fun and participate this season, includ-
ing finals, is again $30 . If you have any questions or queries please email or call one of 
our administrators: 

James Barrett---jflob@bigpond.net.au—0418 491 781 

Spencer Meier---sanddmeier@bigpond.com   --- 0448 602 288 

ROOF RESTORATION - FUND RAISING 

Currently you have donated 

$ 43,308 

 

It is increasing slowly but the goal of $100,000 
does need to be reached 

Thank you! 

 

Safeguarding 
  

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility.  
In the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, we consider the safety and wellbeing of all persons to be our 

highest priority. We too acknowledge that children, young people, and adults at risk may require           
additional safeguards to promote their participation, wellbeing and safety. 

Clergy, employees, and volunteers are committed to upholding the right to safety of all persons and    
participating in a creating a culture of safety supported by policies, practices and procedures that strive 
to prevent abuse in the first instance and to respond appropriately and effectively if abuse does occur. 
Across the Archdiocese, we respect the human dignity of each person and strive to create an inclusive 
and welcoming Church that enables its people to grow and develop in their faith freely and in a caring                       

and supportive environment. 
This is why St Macartan’s Parish is reviewing all our safeguarding information and ensuring we comply to 

the mandatory standards, which include: 
All volunteers have a current WWC (Working with Childrens check) – regardless of whether you work 

with children or not. 
We appreciate your cooperation in this matter when asked to update your expired one                              

or to obtain your first. We can and will assist you in the office, just telephone first. 
Regards 
Fr Geoff 

http://www.footytips.com.au
mailto:Barrett---jflob@bigpond.net
mailto:Meier---sanddmeier@bigpond.com%20%20


Mass Co-ordinators 

6.00pm  - Carmel Coles :  5975 3080 
9.00am  - Clive Tucker 0421 772 563 

11.00am  - Patricia Duryea : 0418 139 599 
5.00pm  - Danielle Field: 0410 596 637 

 

3rd Sunday of Lent – 2/3 March 2024 
 

6.00pm Readers  Carmel McGrath, Iris Hallinan     

  Eucharistic Mins Alis Fisher, Mairi Duyvestyn 

9.00am Readers  Kathleen Ronchi, Don Ziino 

  Eucharistic Mins Rosemarie D’Silva, Patricia Thomas 

11.00am Readers  Joan Clements, Gabrialla Fialla, 

  Eucharistic Mins Sue Fletcher, Bridie Sexton 

4th Sunday of Lent – 9/10 March 2024 

6.00pm Readers  Brian Scantlebury, Marlene Tesmann   

  Eucharistic Mins Fay Murphy, Alis Fisher 

9.00am Readers  Marie Picton, Paul Girolami, 

  Eucharistic Mins Marcelle Azzopardi, Delina Frank 

11.00am Readers  Irene Hackett, Terry Roberts 

  Eucharistic Mins Evelyn Atkins, Rosina di Petta 

5th Sunday of Lent – 16/17 March 2024 

6.00pm Readers  Fay Murphy, Iris Hallinan   

  Eucharistic Mins Mairi Duyvestyn, Tricia Hird 

9.00am Readers  Don Ziino, Michael Kerr 

  Eucharistic Mins Pat Girolami, Richard Jolly 

11.00am Readers  Patricia Duryea, Michael Harrison 

  Eucharistic Mins Barb Ensill, Shiela Goddard 

 

LENTEN REFLECTION 

With Fr Joe O’Shea 

How soon has this come back around again. When I am delighted to announce Fr Joseph 

O’Shea will return with his popular Lectio Divina and Lenten reflection series here in our 

Church every Monday evening from 6pm-6:45pm from Monday 12th February. 

and why not stay for our Monday night Rosary group from 7pm. 

Regards Fr Geoff 



 



PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Contact Details: 

• AV & Livestreaming Technician: Didier Le Miere: 0400 801 891                             
Email: Didier.lemiere31@gmail.com 

• Baptisms: Every Saturday at 11am (Except the 1st Saturday of the month):              
Contact Office: 5975 2200  

• Baptism Preparation: Fr Geoff: Wednesdays of each month 5:30pm - 6pm  
Or via Zoom. Bookings are necessary. 5975 2200. 

• Catholic Mission Parish Ambassador: Jody Kerrins 
jody54@westnet.com.au   

• Finance Committee: Frank Crea: 0417 104 041 
• Marriage & Counselling: Charmaine Holmes: 0413 394 085                                   

Email: charholmes59@gmail.com  

• Marriage Preparation: Fr Geoff, Email: Geoffrey.mcilroy@cam.org.au 

• Memorial Wall: Contact Parish Office: 5975 2200 

• Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Jody Kerrins (Chairperson)                                     
Email: jody54@westnet.com.au 

• Men’s Night:  Contact Kerry McInerney 5976 2155 

• Safeguarding Officer: Tim Lambourne Mornington.ChildSafety@cam.org.au 

• Spiritual Director/Pastoral Counsellor/Psychotherapist: Angelo            
Campagna  Ph: 0411 305 478, Website: www.angelocampagna.com.au    

• St Mac’s High Spirits: Teacher is Michael Kerr: Contact office: 5975 2200 

• St Mac’s Café: Coordinators are Fr Geoff  5975 2200 

• St Macartan’s Gift Shop: Trish Thomas: 0425 749 379 

• St Vincent de Paul: Barry Murphy: 0419 225 455   

• Volunteer Application Support Officer: Contact Parish Office: 5975 2200  

• Visitation Group: Fr An email: An.le@cam.org.au  59752200 

• Weddings contact the Office or Fr Geoff : 5975 2200 

• Youth Worker (Quinn’s Place): Kristina Turner,                                       
Email: Kristina.b2906@bigpond.com 

• Youth Worker (Encounter): Kate McInnes, Email: morningtonpar-
ish.youth@cam.org.au 

Schools: 

• St Macartan’s Primary School: Ph: 5979 9200 

• Principal: Colleen McGreal  

• Deputy: Andrea Kershaw  

• Padua College: Ph: 5976 0100 

• Principal: Kelly McGurn  

• Vice Principal: Mission, Identity & Community: Matthew Williams 

  



You’re Invited 
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life, faith and God in a 
friendly, open and informal environment. 

Time and Location 

7pm-9pm Starting Thursday 7th March 

St Thomas More Mt Eliza (13 Canadian Bay Rd, Mount Eliza VIC 
3930 ) 

Contact Details: 

Register at the Parish Office: (03) 9787 7777 

 

   Find out More: 

Alpha.org.au 



FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 
I have always appreciated good customer service and good value for money.  

Therefore, whenever I find someone who supports our Parish in these ways, they    

become friends and I truly believe we should show our support to them too. More 

Space Available: Contact Parish Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fixon Media Group PTY LTD                    

Didier Le Miere  

Director 

  didier@fixonmedia.com.au 

 0400 801 891  fixonmedia.com.au live-streaming and 

 

MORNINGTON 

74 Main Street, Mornington, Victoria 3931 

 info@maingrill.com.au | 03 5932 4903  

Acustoms 
A U D I O  V I S U A L  D E S I G N .  I N  E A R  
M O N I T O R I N G .  L E D .  L I G H T I N G .  
E V E N T  M A N A G E M E N T .  

Matthew Wong 

Managing Director 

matt@acustoms.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       
Fr Geoff rates it as: Yum, Yum, & Yummy! 

 

mailto:matt@acustoms.com.au


FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 

 

  

OUR AMAZING CHRISTMAS THEMED SHOW-

ROOM  

Tyabb Packing House: Shop 2 The Village           

14 Mornington Tyabb Rd 0499 972 682 

LOCAL MAGICIAN 

PHONE: 0408 388 244 

EMAIL: duck@duckmagic.com 

 

For enquiries, please call 9773 4800 Factory 8, 

 213-223 Wells Rd, 

Chelsea Heights VIC 3196 

Shop SP002,  

Mornington Central  

78 Barkly Street 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

SUPPORT TO ST MAC’S CAFÉ. WE GREATLY          

APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS. 

MORNINGTON 

03 5958 6220  

74 Main Street, Mornington, Victoria, 3931 

info@maingrilll.com.au          | 03 5932 4903 

tel:03%205958%206220


 

 

 

 

Cafe located in Mornington 

Central Shopping Centre 

78 Barkly Street Morning-

ton 

Chocolat of Mornington 

SHOP 6 / 59 BARKLY STREET 

MORNINGTON VIC 3931 

OPEN TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 

8AM-5PM 

PHONE: (03)59764902  

FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 

tel:(03)59764902

