WELCOME TO THE CATHOLIC PARISHES OF ST AMBROSE WOODEND, ST AMBROSE
RIDDELLS CREEK, ST BRIGID’S GISBORNE, ST MARY’S LANCEFIELD & ROMSEY
& ST PATRICK'S MACEDON
Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A 21st December, 2025

ST AMBROSE 18 Templon Street T AMBROSE 10 uthelan Stree ST BRIGID’S 6 AitkenSret
Woodend Riddells Creek Gisborne

ST MARY’S (Our Lady of Lourdes) ST MARY’S (Immaculate Conception) ST PATRICK'S Victoria Street
27 Chauncey St Lancefield 85 Main St Romsey Macedon

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday - 5pm Woodend, 6pm Gisborne, 6.30pm Lancefield
Sunday - 8am Riddells Creek, 9am Romsey, 9.30am Macedon, 11am Woodend & Gisborne
Please note: During January, all St. Mary’s parish Sunday Masses will be celebrated at the Romsey Church.
Weekday Mass Times
Please see current bulletin or website for altered weekday Masses during January.
Anointing Mass Romsey: 1°* Saturday of the month 10.30am
Reconciliation
Woodend: 2" Saturday of the month 10am-10.30am, Gisborne 3™ Saturday of the month 10am- 10.30,
Lancefield: 4" Saturday of the month 10am-10.30am
Parish Staff
Parish Priest: Fr John Healy PO Box 397, 47 Urquhart St Woodend. Mobile: 0439 033 750 john.healy@cam.org.au
Assistant Priest: Fr Wahid Riad 66 Aitken Street, Gisborne
Parish Secretary Woodend: Bernadette Petruccelli PO Box 397, 47 Urquhart St Woodend. Ph: 0409 436 441
Email: bernadette.petruccelli@cam.org.au  Website Woodend: www.stambrosewoodend.com.au

Parish Secretary Lancefield: Tammie Dalgleish 27 Chauncey Lancefield. Ph 03 54292130
Email: lancefield@cam.org.au  Website Lancefield: www.melbcatholic.org/s/lancefield
Parish Secretary Gisborne: Tammie Dalgleish 66 Aitken Street Gisborne. Ph 03 54282591

Email: gisborne@cam.org.au Website Gisborne: www.melbcatholic.org/s/gisborne

Office Hours
Woodend Monday 9am - 4pm & Friday 9am - 4pm Email: woodend@cam.org.au
Lancefield Wednesday 8am - 5pm & Friday 8am - 5pm Email: lancefield@cam.org.au
Gisborne Tuesday 9am -5pm & Thursday 9am-5pm Email: gisborne@cam.org.au

Weekday mass during the month of January
As Fr Wahid will still be on personal leave during January the following is the amended weekday Mass timetable:

6" 6pm Woodend, 7™ 9.15am Gisborne, 81" 9.30am Romsey, 9" 9.30am Lancefield
The week of 12" — 16" No weekday Mass
20" 5pm Gisborne, 215 9.30am Woodend, 22" 9.30am Romsey, 23™ 9.30am Lancefield
27" 6pm Woodend, 28" 9.15am Gisborne, 29" 9.30am Romsey, 30" 9.30am Lancefield
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"“Living Word

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A

21 December 2025

First Reading 1s 7:10-14
The virgin will concaive.

The Lord spoke 10 Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the
Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming
either from the depths of Sheol or from the
heights above.” ‘Mo’, Ahaz answered ° will
not put the Lord to the test’

Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

are you not satisfied with trying the
patience of men

without trying the patience of my God, too?

The Lord himself, therefore,

will give vou a sign.

It is this: the maiden is with child

and will soon give birth to a son

whom she will call Immanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us™.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 23:1-6. R. see vw 7. 10

{R.) Letthe Lord enter;
he is king of glory.

1. The Lord's is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. (R.)

2. Who shall ¢climb the mountain of the
Lord?
Whao shall stand in his holy place?
The man with ¢lean hands and pure
heart,
who desires not worthless things. (R.)

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob, (R,)

Second Reading Rom 1:1-7

Jesus Christ, 3 descendant of David, is the Son of Godl

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has
been called to be an apostle, and specially
chosen to preach the Good Mews that God
promised long ago through his prophets in
the scriptures.

This news is about the Son of God, who,
according to the human nature he took,
was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus
Christ our Lord who, in the order of the
spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him,
was proclaimed Son of God in all his power
through his resurrection from the dead.

Through him we received grace and our
apostolic mission to preach the obedience
of faith to all pagan nations in honour of his
name. You are one of these nations, and
by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you
all, then, who are God's beloved in Rome,
called to be saints, may God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and
peace.

Gospel Acclamation mt 1:23

Alleluia, alfeluia!

A virgin will give birth to a son;

his name will be Emmanuel:
God is with us.

Alleluial

Gospel mti1s-24
Jesus was bom of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, & son of David.

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born.
His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph;
but before they came to live together she
was found to be with child through the Haly
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of
honour and wanting to spare her publicity,
decided to divorce her informally. He had
made up his mind to do this when the angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because
she has conceived what is in her by the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and
you must name him Jesus, because he
is the one who is to save his people from
their sins,” Now all this took place to fulfil
the words spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to
a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When
Joseph woke up he did what the angel of
the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife
10 his home.
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Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

Joseph could not ignore Mary's
pregnancy, but he had an
exceptional large-heartedness, so
that he preserved a future for Mary
even though she had apparently
wronged him.

If he had gone 1o sleep in a frame
of mind to avenge his honour, he
would not have been ready to have
the deepest levels of his
consciousness stirred in the way
God wanted. In the deep sleep of a
just and good man, loseph was
enlightened as to the divine
dimension of Mary's pregnancy.
The old cycle of human history,
literally generation after
generation, was being broken.
Something utterly new had
happened.

You and | are just as likely to
receive an intuition as to God's
plan for us in the depths of sleep:
who we really are, who we are
destined to be, where we fit in to
God's plan for transforming the
whole of creation. When we get
these instructive moments in our
sleep, what can we do when we
wake up? We can do what Joseph
did: get up and do what is needed
to fulfil the message.

We could pause for a moment to
thank Joseph for showing what
dreams can be made of. Tonight
might be the night!

mtate@bigpond.com




EVERYONE WELCOME

Ministry 20/12/25 21/12/25 24/12/25 25/12/25 27/12/25 28/12/25
6:30pm 9am 5pm 8:30am 6:30pm 9am
Priest Fr.Martin Fr. John Fr.John Fr.John Fr. John Fr. John
Musician  Rosalie Christine Louise ~  -------- Rosalie Agnes
Reader Tony Anne B Children Joanne Leanne Rosemary
Collector Vol req Raob McCarthy Vol req Vol req Ged
Spec Min  Julie Kerry Kerry Betty Julie Eileen
Setup Rosalie/Julie Joanne All Eileen Rosalie/Julie Eileen
Cleaner  ----—--- Anne N - e e Vol req
Location LF Rom LF Rom LF Rom

Could those listed on the roster please advise if you are unavailable.

CONTINUING PRAYER LIST:
Please pray for the following who are in continuing need of our prayers:
Christine C & Brendan C.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL - RESPONSE: Lord, hear our prayer.

R:  We pray for ourselves and the special needs of all in our parish community. We
pray for those who are sick, those on our parish prayer list — the frail, and for all
who care for them. For the faithful departed, especially Edward Joseph Smith:
for those who have died recently, especially and for those whose anniversaries

occur at this time, especially Marie Clatworthy.

We pray to the Lord Lord, hear our prayer.
All HAIL MARY
CELEBRANT LET US BRING OUR PRAYERS TOGETHER BY SAYING THE JUBILEE PRAYER.

All JUBILEE PRAYER
Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son,
Jesus Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom.
May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure
expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.
May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever. Amen.
Collections last week  Presbytery $390 Thanksgiving $1030

1% collection: Presbytery & Priest 2™ collection: Thanksgiving (envelope)

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle

All: Loving God,

You call us all to be your people united in joy, to prepare the way of the Lord.
These candles have been lit in peace, the peace that Jesus, our Saviour, gives to the
world. Though we have not seen Jesus, we love him;

and even though we do not see him now, we believe in him.

Let us prepare, then, the way of the Lord. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ARCHDIOCESAN SYNOD 2026

Preparations are underway for an Archdiocesan Synod, with three key themes to form

the focus of the 2026 gathering: young discipleship, missionary leadership, and
formation and participation. In a letter addressed the faithful, Archbishop Peter A
Comensoli called the synod ‘an important moment in the life of our local Church in
Melbourne’. Next year’s synod has been part of ‘an unfolding journey’, Archbishop
Comensoli explained, with Australia hosting the Fifth Plenary Council from 2021 to
2022, which he said ‘arose from a nationwide effort of prayerful listening and
discernment’. More information on the synod will be available in early 2026, and
preparations will include the establishment of a Synod Commission, which will help
explore the three foundational themes. ‘For now, I simply ask for your prayers and
your openness to journey together as the Church in Melbourne—across our parishes,
apostolates, works and communities.’

CHILD PROTECTION
is everyone’s responsibility
Safety of Children and
All Vulnerable People
The St. Mary’s Safeguarding
Children and Young People
Policy is on display on the
church noticeboards or via the
parish office.

All children leaving the church
during Mass must be
accompanied by a parent.

Child Safety Committee
Fr. John Healy
Tammie Dalgleish
Michael Mooney
Baptism
As arranged with the Parish
Secretary on the 1%t Sunday
of the month
Marriages
Arranged by appointment with
at least 6 months’ notice.
Please contact parish office.
Funerals
Contact Fr. John directly.
Thanksgiving
Any parishioner wishing to join
the Thanksgiving program is
invited to contact Tammie at the
parish office to arrange some
Thanksgiving envelopes.
Thanksgiving contributions by
Direct Debit or Credit Card
welcome.

Welcome

St. Mary’s Parish community
warmly welcomes visitors and
new parishioners. We invite new
parishioners to introduce
yourself to Fr. John, fill in a
census card located in the church
foyer and place in either
collection or contact Tammie
directly at the parish office.

Volunteering Ministries

A current Working with Children
Check is required to volunteer
within the parish.

Help is always welcome!

Power Point operator at Mass
Reader of the Word

THANK YOU Fr. MARTIN

Our combined parishes extend
our appreciation to
FR. MARTIN FLEMING who will
be celebrating Mass with us
during the month of December.

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Please see front page of the
bulletin for updated Mass
times and location change for
Sunday Mass.




OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS
5pm on Wednesday 24" December, 2025.

We are delighted that Fr. John will be celebrating the Christmas Eve Outdoor Family Mass this year in the Lancefield
Church grounds.

The setting will be similar to last year, simple and family friendly. Those attending are asked to bring their own chairs or
picnic rug and be suitably attired and equipped for the weather — hats, sunscreen, water, coats etc!! Should the weather be
wet or very cold, of course, the Mass will need to be moved into the Church.

Children are encouraged to dress in character as part of the Nativity Scene; we hope to see lots of angels, shepherds,
Wise Men or Women and even Mary and Joseph among the crowd. As it is a Mass focused on the Children they will be
heavily involved in all aspects of the celebration.

To ensure the safety of everybody, children and adults, the entrance to the west end of the Church yard will be blocked off,
no cars will be permitted to be parked in the Church grounds, there will no climbing on the tree and any child needing to use
the toilet must be accompanied by an adult.

Anyone needing mobility assistance please contact the office for parking arrangements to made.

2025 Christmas Services ST. MARY’S PARISH - 2025 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Christmas Eve Outdoor Family Mass JH CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL PRIZE WINNERS
Wednesday 24 December — 5pm — Lancefield 157 PRIZE - $300 CASH - JACKSON FALZO
Christmas Eve Indoor Family Mass 2780 PRIZE - CHRISTMAS HAMPER CASH - KENNEDY ALFORD

Wednesday 24 December — 6pm — Gisborne MF ; ]
Wednesday 24 December — 7pm — Woodend JH A total of $1254 raised for the parish.
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass with Carols Thank you to Betty § Julle for organising.
7:45pm — Carols, 8:30pm — Mass — Macedon JH
9pm — Carols, 10pm — Mass — Woodend JH
10:30pm — Carols, 11pm — Mass — Gisborne MF Thank you to all parishioners who supported the raffle.
Christmas Day Mass
Thursday 25 Dec — 8:30am — Riddells Creek MF

3R0 PRIZE — CHRISTMAS HAMPER - SHARON MONTGOMERY

Thank you to the prize contributors.

Thursday 25 Dec — 8:30am — Romsey JH Fr. Wahid update
Thursday 25 Dec — 10am — Woodend JH Rest assured Fr. Wahid is well and healthy and is simply taking
Thursday 25 Dec — 10:30am — Gisborne MF some personal leave. For those who have his mobile number and
Friday 26" December are wondering why he is not answering, we remind you that number
No Mass was for work needs and ask that you respect his privacy at this time
and don’t make contact.

SECRETARY ANNUAL LEAVE
Tam will be taking some time off throughout January.
From now until January 6™ the parish office will be open as normal, only being closed on
public holidays.

From January 8" to the 21%t the parish office will be closed, reopening on the 22",

For matters of urgency during this time, please contact Fr. John directly.
All non urgent enquiries can be sent via email and will be answered upon my return.
BULLETIN & LIVING WORD
There will be NO bulletin or Living word printed during January.
ROSTERS
As many of us are lucky enough to get away in January, please make yourself
available at any Mass you attend if you see a need. Thank you.

PRIEST & PRESBYTERY BY THANKSGIVING BY DIRECT

DIRECT DEBIT DEBIT

Anyone not already contributing to the Anyone not already on the

Priest & Preshytery expenses who Thanksgiving Program who would like

would like to contribute may do so by to contribute to the Church may do so

direct debit to the acct below: by direct debit to the acct below:

St. Mary’s Presbytery Account St. Mary’s Church Account

NAB NAB

BSB: 083 347 BSB: 083 347

Acct: 64151 8467 Acct: 64150 3257

Please use your surname as the Please use your surname and TG

reference. number as the reference.




