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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of Universe (verc)

23 November 2025

readings

Next Week
First Sunday of Advent
Is 2:1-5
Ps121:1-2, 4-5, 6-9
Rom 13:11-14
Mt 24:37-44

in a nutshell

Bearing Witness to the Truth. With a
wooden cross for a throne, at a place
where thieves were crucified, the
king of the jews meted out a
judgement to a common thief; ‘this
day you will be with me in paradise’.
This King can still be found among
criminals and outcasts of our society,
in the worst parts of our cities and
towns. Worshipping him in the least
of our brothers and sisters, we too
will  experience  compassionate
judgement.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially,
Joe Varone, John Laan, Harry &
Dorothy Heering, Jim & Pat
Henshaw, Fr Pat Purcell

For those who have died recently,
and those whose anniversary occur
at this time.

of special note

We remember those who are
persecuted for their Christian faith.
We will offer the 10:30am Mass on

23 November for this intention.
More information inside!

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to
receive power and divinity, and wisdom and
strength and honour. To him belong glory and
power for ever and ever.

Psalm Response
(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced when | heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’

And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)

Jerusalem is built as a city
strongly compact.

It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. (R.)

For Israel’s law it is,

there to praise the Lord’s name.

There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David
our Father; blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.

Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless
his people with peace.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

Sunday Mass
Saturday—5:00pm

Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—6:00pm
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Tuesday—5:10pm-5:40pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Tuesday 5:00pm
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
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Tel: (03) 9736 2850
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Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Our Parish is committed to the care,
wellbeing and protection of children,
and vulnerable people in our
community.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH
Ways to contribute to
the financial viability of E
the Parish: T
Cash donations and
envelopes in the
labelled boxes in the
narthex,
Tap and Go terminals,
the QR code

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330

Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm or Alan Somers
0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee on first
and third Saturdays of the month at 8:00 —
10:00 am. Thank you to the volunteers who
turn up to assist with the maintenance of
the grounds around the church.

Parish Meetings: Tuesday 25 November
Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm

Parish Council 8:00pm

Parish Notices

St Vincent de Paul Society Giving Tree

While we will still be assisting people in need, instead of presents we will be
giving them gift vouchers so they can get what they need, as many have
found this year very unpredictable. You are invited to make a donation of a
gift voucher or make a cash donation by placing it in an envelope and placing
it in the box in the foyer by 14th December. Thank you.

November Masses

Names of deceased loved ones can be written in the Prayer Book which will
be placed on the Sanctuary for the month of November. Names can be added
throughout the month. Masses throughout November will be offered for the
repose of their souls. Envelopes are available to make an offering.

Red November—Mass and Rosary 23 November

Aid to the Church in Need invites all Catholics to remember, pray for and
support persecuted Christians throughout Red November. Please pray
especially for our brothers and sisters in Nigeria, Sudan and the Middle East,
where Christians are facing grave danger right now. Watch this short video or
see our parish website for more information.

Red November Rosary will be prayed before the 10:30am Mass

To pray the Red Rosary, we begin as we would the traditional Rosary—

offering each decade with a special intention for persecuted Christians.
THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES

Agony in the Garden: For Christians in the Middle East & Asia

Scourging at the Pillar: For Christians in the Americas

Crowning with Thorns: For Christians in Oceania & Australia

Carrying of the Cross: For Christians in Europe

The Crucifixion: For Christians in Africa

ukhwNeE

Columban Calendars and Christmas Cards
The 2026 Columban Art Calendar at $11.00 each and Christmas Cards
in packs of 5 are available at the SVdP Piety Stall.

Adoration of the Eucharist

Jesus waits for us in the Sacrament of love. Let us be generous with our time
in going to meet Him in adoration and in contemplation that is full of faith,
and ready to make reparation for the great faults and crimes of the world.
May our adoration never cease. (Pope St. John Paul Il)

Those who recognise that they are weak and sinful entrust themselves to
God and obtain from him grace and forgiveness. What counts most is that in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, whatever the sin committed, if it is humbly
recognised and the person involved turns with trust to the priest-confessor,
he or she never fails to experience the soothing joy of God’s forgiveness.
(Pope Benedict XVII)

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Tuesday at
5:00pm & Friday 8:00am. Yarra Junction: Thursday at 6:00pm. Confessions
available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“...giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in the
inheritance of the holy ones in light.” Colossians 1:12

God wants us to be happy! Instead of looking at the Ten Commandments as
being restrictive and telling us what we can’t do, look at them as guides for
living a joy-filled and peaceful life. Most of our problems arise when we put
our own needs first or we spend most of our time trying to acquire more
stuff. Instead, try putting God first in all things. We were made for God.
Open your heart and let Him in!
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Sacramental Program 2026

For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to receive
the Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion and
Confirmation, instructions are available through our Parish.
Contact the parish office. Lessons will begin Sunday 1st March
after 10:30 Mass for Confirmation and Tuesday 3rd March at
5pm for First Communion.

Jubilee Year—Pilgrims of Hope

If you are unable to travel to Rome during the Jubilee Year, you
are invited on a local journey of reconciliation and renewal by
participating in the 2025 Jubilee at one or more of the many
Pilgrim Places across the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne,
where plenary indulgences may be obtained as part of this very
special time. A not too distant pilgrimage location, which offers
various experiences for pilgrims this Jubilee Year, including
Masses, Reconciliation and adoration. Visit  https://
melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-sacred-heart-
croydon for more information about Sacred Heart Croydon.

Jubilee Of Choirs — November 22

The Jubilee of Choirs is a time to recognise choir members as a
gift of God’s grace in our churches and cathedrals. Choirs, be
they large or small, give praise to God in song and lead others to
do the same.

“[Choirs] are able to enrich the celebration by adding musical
elements beyond the capabilities of the congregation
alone,” (Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship, USCCB, 2007,
#28).

Catholic Theological College

Study scripture, theology, pastoral ministry and spirituality 2026
Enrolments are open

Face-to-face or online modes available. For more information:
view our 2026 Prospectus
(https://ctc.edu.au/study/prospectus/) or contact:
registrar@ctc.edu.au

ACYF Launch and WYD Cross Reception and Pilgrimage Walk -
30 November

Join us at St Patrick’s Cathedral as we welcome over 6,000 young
pilgrims to Melbourne. Let us come together to share their joy
and offer a warm Melbourne welcome.

1:30 pm — Melbourne Catholic Festa

2:30 — Reception of the WYD Cross and Icon

3:00 pm — Pilgrimage Walk (5km to MCEC — ticketed pilgrims
only; 3km return option available)

This week’s Joke!

A man went to his lawyer and told him, “My neighbour owes me
$500 and he won’t pay up. What should | do?” “Do you have any
proof he owes you the money?” asked the lawyer. “Nup,” replied
the man. “OK, then write him a letter asking him for the $5,000
he owes you,” said the lawyer. “But it’s only $500,” replied the
man. “Precisely. That will be his response and then you’ll have

your proof!”
Sourced from Majellan Media

Readings Reflection

Kingdom of the Son

Week by week, the Liturgy has been preparing us for the
revelation to be made on this, the last Sunday of the
Church year.

Jesus, we have been shown, is truly the Chosen One, the
Messiah of God, the King of the Jews. Ironically, in
today’s Gospel we hear these names on the lips of those
who don’t believe in Him—Israel’s rulers, the soldiers, a
criminal dying alongside Him.

They can only see the scandal of a bloodied figure nailed
to a cross. They scorn Him in words and gestures
foretold in Israel’s Scriptures (see Psalm 22:7-9; 69:21—
22; Wisdom 2:18-20). If He is truly King, God will rescue
Him, they taunt. But He did not come to save Himself,
but to save them—and us.

The good thief shows us how we are to accept the
salvation He offers us. He confesses his sins and
acknowledges he deserves to die for them. And he calls
on the name of Jesus,

seeking His mercy and

forgiveness.

By his faith he is saved. Jesus “remembers” him—as God
has always remembered His people, visiting them with
His saving deeds, numbering them among His chosen
heirs (see Psalm 106:4-5).

By the blood of His cross, Jesus reveals His Kingship—not
in saving His own life, but in offering it as a ransom for
ours. He transfers us to “the kingdom of His beloved
Son,” as today’s Epistle tells us.

His kingdom is the Church, the new Jerusalem and
House of David that we sing of in today’s Psalm.

By their covenant with David in today’s First Reading,
Israel’s tribes are made one “bone and flesh” with their
king. By the New Covenant made in His blood, Christ
becomes one flesh with the people of His kingdom—the
head of His body, the Church (see Ephesians 5:23-32).

We celebrate and renew this covenant in every
Eucharist, giving thanks for our redemption, hoping for

the day when we too will be with Him in Paradise.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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Christ IS King!

What do we mean by the “Kingdom of God”?

Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand,;
repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:14-15)

The Kingdom of God refers not only to Heaven but also to the era of peace, joy, and justice ushered in by Christ and carried on as a
“work in progress” by the members of his faithful, the Church. In a very real way, the Kingdom of God is the Church herself.

The proclamation of the Kingdom of God was the central theme of Christ’s teaching. Through parables, he gave his disciples
images of various aspects of the kingdom and how his followers were to live in it. His teaching makes it clear the kingdom he
established is not an earthly kingdom but rather an intimate communion between God and his people. “In the word, in the works,
and in the presence of Christ, this kingdom was clearly open to the view of men” (LG 5). This intimate communion is realised
through Baptism and membership in his Body, the Church.

When describing how his kingdom would affect the world, Christ stressed that his faithful must act as a leaven in the world,
transforming it and sanctifying it from within as a tiny amount of yeast leavens a large measure of flour. Like a mustard seed, the
Church began small but grew to be the largest of trees, spreading throughout the entire world. Christ established the kingdom,
but it will never be completely fulfilled here on earth. Thus, it remains our sacred obligation to help build the Kingdom of God in
our world.

The Church continues the mission of Christ by calling people to repentance and proclaiming the kingdom’s existence. Just as
Christ’s divinity was veiled under his humanity while on earth, the Kingdom of God stands veiled under the appearance of a
merely human institution, the Church. Only by faith are the faithful able to see the divine nature of the Church, which will be
veiled until the glory of Christ is made manifest to the entire world at the end of time.

In the Lord’s Prayer, “thy kingdom come” makes two requests of Christ: to assist us in building the Kingdom of God on earth and
hastening his Second Coming at the end of time.

From the Didache Bible

The eternal Father, by a free and hidden plan of His own wisdom and goodness, created the whole world. His plan was to raise
men to a participation of the divine life. Fallen in Adam, God the Father did not leave men to themselves, but ceaselessly offered
helps to salvation, in view of Christ, the Redeemer “who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature”. All the
elect, before time began, the Father “foreknew and pre-destined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that he should be
the firstborn among many brethren”. He planned to assemble in the holy Church all those who would believe in Christ. Already
from the beginning of the world the foreshadowing of the Church took place. It was prepared in a remarkable way throughout the
history of the people of Israel and by means of the Old Covenant. In the present era of time the Church was constituted and, by
the outpouring of the Spirit, was made manifest. At the end of time it will gloriously achieve completion, when, as is read in the
Fathers, all the just, from Adam and “from Abel, the just one, to the last of the elect,” will be gathered together with the Father in
the universal Church.

The Son, therefore, came, sent by the Father. It was in Him, before the foundation of the world, that the Father chose us and
predestined us to become adopted sons, for in Him it pleased the Father to re-establish all things. To carry out the will of the
Father, Christ inaugurated the Kingdom of heaven on earth and revealed to us the mystery of that kingdom. By His obedience He
brought about redemption. The Church, or, in other words, the kingdom of Christ now present in mystery, grows visibly through
the power of God in the world. This inauguration and this growth are both symbolized by the blood and water which flowed from
the open side of a crucified Jesus, and are foretold in the words of the Lord referring to His death on the Cross: “And |, if | be lifted
up from the earth, will draw all things to myself”. As often as the sacrifice of the cross in which Christ our Passover was sacrificed,
is celebrated on the altar, the work of our redemption is carried on, and, in the sacrament of the eucharistic bread, the unity of all
believers who form one body in Christ is both expressed and brought about. All men are called to this union with Christ, who is the
light of the world, from whom we go forth, through whom we live, and toward whom our whole life strains.

From the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church: Lumen Gentium

760 Christians of the first centuries said, “The world was created for the sake of the Church.” God created the world for the sake
of communion with his divine life, a communion brought about by the “convocation” of men in Christ, and this “convocation” is
the Church. The Church is the goal of all things,154 and God permitted such painful upheavals as the angels’ fall and man’s sin only
as occasions and means for displaying all the power of his arm and the whole measure of the love he wanted to give the world:

Just as God’s will is creation and is called “the world,” so his intention is the salvation of men, and it is called “the Church” (St
Clement of Alexandria)

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



