and enquired of them where the Christ was to
be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,” they told
him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

you are by no means least among the leaders
of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader

who will shepherd my people Israel.’

him privately. He asked them the exact date
on which the star had appeared, and sent
them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all
about the child,” he said ‘and when you have

found him, let me know; so that I too may go :

and do him homage.” Having listened to what
the king had to say, they set out. And there
in front of them was the star they had seen
rising; it went forward and halted over the

place where the child was. The sight of the

star filled them with delight, and going into

the house they saw the child with his mother
Mary, and falling to their knees they did him
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they

offered him gifts of gold and frankincense

and myrth. But they were warned in a dream :

not to go back to Herod, and returned to
their own country by a different way.

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed
| _believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visble and invisblel believe
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, bom of the
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incamate of
the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Piate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose
again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascend-
ed info heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom
will have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of ife,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Soniis adored and glorified, who has spoken through the proph-
ets. | believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to the resurrec-
tion ofthe dead and the e of the world fo come. Amen.

After the priest raises the paten with the bread :

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

your hands for the praise and glory of his

name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Look with favour, Lord, we pray, on these

gifts of your Church, in which are offered

' COMMUNION ANTIPHON

now not gold or frankincense or myrth, but

. he who by them is proclaimed, sacrificed and T T R

. R. And with your spirit.

- P. May almighty God bless you,

- the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy
: Spirit.

: R. Amen.

- P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

- R. Thanks be to God.

received, Jesus Christ. Who lives and reigns

. for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.

. R. And with your spirit.
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
After the Preface, we sing or say:
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

. P The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

. P At the Saviour’s command and formed by

divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . ..

. P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

 P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
¢ R. Amen.

. P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.

R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

. LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

- INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

cf. Mt 2:2
We have seen his star in the East,

and have come with gifts to adore the
Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Go before us with heavenly light, O Loxd,
always and everywhere, that we may perceive
with clear sight and revere with true affection

- the mystery in which you have willed us to

participate. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

A UNIVERSAL CHURCH

Matthew’s Gospel Jewish/
Israelite followers of Jesus living in

addresses

troubled and confusing times in the later
part of the first century. The Temple, the
centre of Jewish religious life, is destroyed;
Matthew’s audience seeks confidence and
direction anew. All it has is the Torah (the
Old Testament teaching from the first
five books of the Bible). The evangelist
offers the Torah, the Jewish Secriptures,
refracted through the teaching of Jesus, as
foundational to engage their future with
confidence.

Matthew is also aware that the future of
the Jesus movement will have to be open
to other peoples and cultures—like the
missionary thrust of the Church today.
Today’s Gospel of the Magi following a
star and seeking the birthplace of the ‘king
of the Jews’ anticipates the Gospel’s future
universal growth. The Magi, perhaps
Syrian astronomers, come seeking what
they astrologically read in the cosmos,
the one who rules over everything. But to
know the exact place they also need the
help of the Scriptures, offered by Herod'’s
priests. These two aspects, science and
God’s Word, collaborate to give meaning
and direction to the Magi’s quest.

The star leads them to a louse. Here they
come to the end of their search as they
worship the child Jesus and offer gifts
worthy of a king. This third element, the
domestic and household setting of the
child’s birth, adds a final dimension to a
theologically rich story. Within our own
local and domestic lives, we embark on
a search to discover Jesus anew; assisted
by the science of our world and the
Scriptures that we treasure, listen to each
Sunday and upon which we meditate.

Fr MicHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION
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EpHiPHANY OF THE LorD / A

THEY OFFERED HIM GIFTS. For some Christians the feast of Epiphany is the day on
which gifts are exchanged. As we observe the wise men opening their treasures in

today’s Gospel and offering gifts to Jesus, we can ask: what precious gifts can we offer

to Jesus today? We may not have gold, frankincense and myrrh but we have our love,

our fidelity, our time. We can give these to Jesus by giving them to those in need.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chron 19:12

Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has
come; and kingship is in his grasp, and
power and dominion.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mystenies.

into the peace of God’s kingdom: Lord have
mercy:

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You come in word and in sacrament to
strengthen us and make us holy: Christ have
mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You will come again in glory with salvation
for your people: Lord have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /
We praise you, / we bless you, / we
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty

Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, / you take away the sins of
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take
away the sins of the world, / receive our
praver; / you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. /
Amen.

- FIRST READING

¢ Areading from the prophet Isaiah.
i The glory of the Lord shines upon you.

- COLLECT
- P. O God, who on this day revealed your
. Only Begotten Son to the nations by the

guidance of a star, grant in your mercy,

- that we, who know you already by faith,

i may be brought to behold the beauty of

i your sublime glory. Through our Lord Jesus
- Chuist, your Son, who lives and reigns with

i you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for
i ever and ever.

: R. Amen.

|

Isa 60:1-6

i Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light
- has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on
P. Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations - you, though night still covers the earth and
: darkness the peoples. Above you the Lord
© now rises and above you his glory appears.
- The nations come to your light and kings to
. your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes
i and look round: all are assembling and coming
: towards you, your sons from far away and
. daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight
i you will grow radiant, your heart throbbing !
¢ and full; since the riches of the sea will flow
i to you; the wealth of the nations come to !
. you; camels in throngs will cover you, and
. dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone
i in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense
i and singing the praise of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 71:1-2, 7-13 R.w. 11
. R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore

i you.
1. O God, give your judgement to the king,/

Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten to aling’s son your justice,/ that he may

judge your people in justice/ and your poor

¢ inright judgement. R.

¢ 2. In his days justice shall flourish/ and

i peace till the moon fails./ He shall rule from
| sea to sea,/ from the Great River to earth’s

. bounds. R.

i 3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts/
. shall pay him tribute./ The kings of Sheba

. and Seba/shall bring him gifts./Before him

i all kings shall fall prostrate,/all nations shall
© serve him. R.

- GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

4 JaNuARrY 2026

4. For he shall save the poor when they
cry/and the needy who are helpless./He will
have pity on the weak/and save the lives of
the poor. R.

SECOND READING Eph 3:2-3, 5-6

- A reading from the letter of St Paul
. to the Ephesians.
i The revelation means that pagans now share

the same inheritance, that they are parts of the

i same body.

You have probably heard how I have been
entrusted by God with the grace he meant

. for you, and that it was by a revelation that

I was given the knowledge of the mystery.
This mystery that has now been revealed
through the Spirit to his holy apostles and
prophets was unknown to any men in past
generations; it means that pagans now share
the same inheritance, that they are parts of
the same body, and that the same promise has
been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through
the gospel.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

Mt 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star
in the East; and have come to adore the

. Lord. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 2:1-12

* P. The Loxd be with you.
: R. And with your spirit.

P. Areading from the holy Gospel according

. to Matthew:

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

: We have come from the East to worship the King.

. After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in
. Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some

wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.

. “Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they

. asked. “We saw his star as it rose and have

come to do him homage.” When King Herod
heard this he was perturbed, and so was the

- whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the
¢ chief priests and the scribes of the people,



PARISH WEBSITE
https://melbcatholic.org/s/dandenong

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
ASSISTANT PRIEST: Fr. Vincent Nguyen
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Morning: 9.15am

Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANNOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat (Fridays
will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to
5.45pm before 6pm Mass or upon re-
quest

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE OR HOUSE
BLESSING
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

COMMUNION AND
ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on
9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously
ill, homebound or hospitalised and wants
to receive Holy Communion or the
Sacrament of Anointing.

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by
Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the
church

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S
St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in

SOLEMNITY OF THE. +

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

By Fr. Larry Rice

In popular tradition, the feast of Epiphany com-
* memorates the arrival of the three kings at the
* stable in Bethlehem where Christ was born. The
" gospel reading for the day—Matthew 2:1-12—
tells the story. Over the years, a lot of tradition

has grown around this story. Many people will :
tell you that the magi were three kings, named .
Caspar, Balthazar, and Melchior, and they may '

note that Caspar is traditionally depicted with”
darker skin. But if you read those twelve short
verses from Matthew's Gospel, it becomes clear
that we really know very little about the magi.
We don't know their names. We don't know
where they came from—Matthew only says
“from the east.” We don’t even know that they
were kings. The word used by Matthew is
“magi,” meaning someone learned in esoteric
knowledge. Some translations call them
“astrologers,” but the only basis for that is the
statement that they were following a star. And
even the star itself is a mystery. Astronomers
can chart the movement of the stars back in
time, but they can’t seem to agree about the
existence of an astronomical event that would
explain the reference. And even the most casual
observer would have a hard time explaining
what it would mean for a star to move through
the sky and then stop over a particular place.
Regardless of who the magi were and how the
star showed them the way, the most significant

.
“All of creatlon is changed by the
appearance of Chrlst

+

bart of this event is the identity of the one who

* is made know=Jesus, the newborn king, whois *

* worthy of homage by all men and women. The

- meaning of the epiphany that occurs in this gos-
pel passage is that the “the newborn king of the

Jews” is revealed to and recognized by people
from far and distant lands. The appearance of
mystical signs in the sky makes the point that all
of creation is changed by the appearance of

“. Christ. Because God has chosen to become hu-

man, all creation and all the people of the earth
can experience the redemption he has come to
bring.

Fr. Rice is Vocations Director for the Paulist
Fathers.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR

Recently Deceased: Cecilia Nguyet Thi Thu Dinh

Anniversaries:

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilli-
gan, Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Perez, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra
Wills, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee,
Ping Lo, Keith Reynolds, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Gervais Tourmentin, Ashleigh Wills, Anthony Motri,
Lyma Payne, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien, Marie Michel, Vincenzo De Feo, Lester Rodriguez

The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an authorised person before any name can be printed )in
the Marian. (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE)

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM
MONDAY 5STH JANUARY TO WEDNESDAY 21ST JANUARY 2026

For urgent pastoral needs, please contact the parish phone line - 9791-4611 and leave a message.
Voicemail will be checked regularly.

Thank you for your understanding. All Mass times will be as per usual.

ROSTERS (DURING JANUARY)

Until new rosters are completed would you please sign up (sheets in church foyer) at the mass you
attend if you are able to assist as either Reader or Eucharistic Minister.
CHOIRS TO CONTINUE THEIR NORMAL ROSTERED DAYS DURING JANUARY

You are invited to view St. Gerard’s parishioner Andrew Vaccaro’s
Christmas Lights Display, which features a beautiful Nativity as its cen-
trepiece. Where: Ring Court, Dandenong North (you’ll know the
house!!) When: Tuesday December 16, 2025 to Sunday January 4th,
2026. Times: Mon-Wed: 8:45PM to 11:00PM, Thur-Sun: 8:45PM to
12:00AM. Please feel free to go on the lawn and look around and watch
for any cables! Andrew encourages parishioners to come up and intro-
duce themselves. Andrew also recommends the Christmas Lights Dis-
play of his friends the Scanlon Family, Parishioners of St. Elizabeth’s, at
6 Neasham Drive, Dandenong North, at the same times and dates as
above. Again, this display features a beautiful Nativity.

The feast of
the Epiphany
reassures us ,
that all are callcd

and,»

PILGRIMAGE

St.  Mary’s Parish, Dandenong, under the Ileadership of
Fr. Sebastian Arockia, is organising a pilgrimage (Greece to Turkey) from
Sth to 21st May 2026, to walk in the Holy Footsteps of St. Paul’s mission-
ary journey. It will be a wonderful opportunity to familiarise the Biblical
towns and cities that we read in the Acts of the Apostles, such as Athens,
Ephesus, Corinth, Philippi and Thessaloniki. We have already 17 parish-
ioners registered. Few more seats are available we welcome those inter-
ested. Please contact the St Mary’s parish office on 9791-4611 or speak
directly with Fr. Sebastian.

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650, New St, Dandenong. Principal: Terry Gardiner
St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000 Caroline St, Dandenong. Principal: Timothy Hogan
St. Mary’s Community Centre: Tel 7064 3928 Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

The Sacrament of Confirmation -

The Parish Sacramental Program for The Sacrament of
Confirmation, commences in Term 1 first week of February
and classes extend over a period of 10 weeks. Classes are held
on a weekly basis after school (except for holidays) at St
Mary’s Parish. The Sacrament of Confirmation, is on 31st
May. Anyone with eligible children, who attend non-Catholic
Schools and are at least in Year 6 or above, and who have been
Baptised and received their First Reconciliation and First
Communion, are eligible to register their interest.
Email dandenong@cam.org or complete the form on our web-
site and return it to the parish.

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $2262.00
Presbytery: $703.25 Loose : $2348.50

Support our Parish
If you would like to make direct
payments to our bank accounts, the
details are:

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347

ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our
priests and the Archdiocese

Presbytery Account:

NAB BSB: 083 347

ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult




