
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC 

PARISH 

52 Yarra Street  

HEIDELBERG 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung 
people in the Kulin Nation. 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity and integrity of children and young 
people and providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to flourish. 

Parish Priest Fr Vinh Nguyen      

St John’s Parish office:  
52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 
Phone: 94571066 & 70643906 
Email: heidelberg@cam.org.au 

Website:  www.melbcatholic.org/
heidelberg  

Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday to Friday   
9:30am to 2:30pm 

Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 

Pastoral Associate: 
Elizabeth Williamson  

Safeguarding Committee Chair:  
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 

Mass Times:  
Weekdays: Tuesday to Saturday: 

9:15am  
   Weekend: Saturday Vigil 6pm 
  Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 5pm 

Adoration: After Friday morning 
Mass with Benediction. 

And Wednesday 7.30pm 
Reconciliation (Confession): 

Friday 9.45am -10.15am (during 
Adoration)  

Sat 9:45 am & 5:30pm.—5.50p.m. 

Wedding, Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, 

 
Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 

St John’s Hall Hire: 
Contact parish office.  

Legion of Mary:  Meet every 
Wednesdays at 10.30am at parish 
house in the Francis Xavier Room.  

All Welcome. Fatima Statue  
Enquires, Contact Sue 0449260206 

St John’s Catholic  Primary 
Ms Alison Dean Principal 

55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084 
Phone: 9459 2963 

Child Safety: St John’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. Children are to be supervised by a parent/guardian at all times in the church and when leaving the church for any reason.  

Parish Prayer  
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have received from 

the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish and maintain our parish 
heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who welcome the stranger, the needy, the sick 

and the lonely. Like St John, our patron saint, may we be people who love others, as your 
Son Jesus, asked us to do. We make this prayer, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The benevolent landowner  
The metaphor of the vineyard, cherished by both ancient Israel and the 

early Christians, suggests that while vines might be hardy, they are also 
vulnerable. So is the reign of God. It must be tended and protected from 
what might endanger it, so that it may produce abundant and delectable 
fruit.  In the gospel account, the vine does indeed produce an abundant 
crop. In fact, it is the very productivity of the vineyard that sets the stage for 
the treachery described.  We can see ourselves in both uses of the vineyard 
metaphor. There are times when, regardless of what God seems to be doing 
for us, we simply rebel against God’s plans. We stand in defiance. There are 
other times when we, who are disciples of Jesus, act as if the kingdom is 
ours. We might even marginalise or force out others with whom we do not 
agree, so that we have sole control.  

When we consider the justice of God, it is important that we place it within 
the right context, lest we create a picture of God that is false and 
misleading. It is because of God’s tender love for the vineyard that treachery 
cannot be tolerated. If we have produced unacceptable fruits, it is for our 
own good that God steps in and dismantles the structures that enabled us 
to produce bad fruit. It is appropriate that God would snatch the vineyard 
from our grasp and entrust it to one who will faithfully carry out God’s 
plans. 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

Volunteers needed 
At St John’s we are blessed with a vibrant community that thrives on vol-

unteer efforts. We are reaching out to invite you to join us in serving our 
congregation and the wider community. 

Have you considered taking a more active role in your parish of St John’s? 
Are you looking for a rewarding way to make a difference in your commu-

nity?  Volunteering is a fantastic opportunity to share your gift of service 
and connect with others who share your faith. 

We are presently needing readers and communion ministers. Please con-
sider accepting this invitation and contact the parish office.    

Please note: Daylight saving time starts on Sunday, October 4, 2026, when 
clocks move forward one hour at 2:00 AM AEST to 3:00 AM AEDT.  

https://www.google.com/goto?url=CAESaAHrOzAV_ub6KjQd-lRnWPpwA-DQY4K8lQF_NXbn-8PayatT7dSBBcb7EtdzENND7ccTg_FZhlWQIewp-KyhNPC8BzHcHNP_2ka2eeSzd8_Kf8oOJCAxw9cnY__XAzxde4gKTxqUxlNA


Entrance: Let All the Peoples Praise you  

Refrain: 

Let all the peoples praise you, O Lord. 
Let all the peoples praise you: 
Let all the peoples praise you.  
O Lord, let all the peoples praise you. 

Nations shall fear the name of the Lord, 
And all the rulers of earth your glory 
When the Lord shall build Sion again 
Coming in glory. Alleluia     Ref. 

Entrance Antiphon 

Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, 
and there is none that can resist your will. 
For you have made all things, the heaven and the 
earth, and all that is held within the circle of heaven; 
you are the Lord of all. 

Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great 
glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world,  
     have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
   receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.   Amen 

First Reading                                     Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his 
vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile 
hillside. He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, and 
planted choice vines in it. In the middle he built a 
tower, he dug a press there too. He expected it to 
yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave. 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of 
Judah, I ask you to judge between my vineyard and 
me. What could I have done for my vineyard that I 
have not done? I expected it to yield grapes. Why 
did it yield sour grapes instead? Very well, I will tell 
you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take 
away its hedge for it to be grazed on, and knock 
down its wall for it to be trampled on. I will lay it 
waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown by the briar 
and the thorn. I will command the clouds to rain no 
rain on it. Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hostsis the 
House of Israel, and the men of Judah that chosen 
plant. He expected justice, but found bloodshed, 
integrity, but only a cry of distress.  

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm           79:9. 12-16. 19-20.  
Response: The vineyard of the Lord is the House of 
Israel.   

You brought a vine out of Egypt;  
to plant it you drove out the nations. 
It stretched out its branches to the sea, 
to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. R./  

Then why have you broken down its walls?  
It is plucked by all who pass by. 
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, 
devoured by the beasts of the field.         R./  

God of hosts, turn again, we implore,  
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
the vine your right hand has planted.      R./  

And we shall never forsake you again:  
give us life that we may call upon your name. 
God of hosts, bring us back; 
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.  R./  

Second Reading                Philippians 4:6-9 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything 
you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer 
and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so 
much greater than we can understand, will guard 
your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, 
brothers, fill your minds with everything that is true, 
everything that is noble, everything that is good and 
pure, everything that we love and honour, and 
everything that can be thought virtuous or worthy of 
praise. Keep doing all the things that you learnt from 
me and have been taught by me and have heard or 
seen that I do. Then the God of peace will be with 
you. 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                                  Matthew 21:33-43  
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 

people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, 
a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it 
round, dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then 
he leased it to tenants and went abroad. When 
vintage time drew near he sent his servants to the 
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized 
his servants, thrashed one, killed another and stoned 
a third. Next he sent some more servants, this time a 
larger number, and they dealt with them in the same 
way. Finally he sent his son to them. “They will 



respect my son,” he said. But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. 
Come on, let us kill him and take over his 
inheritance.” So they seized him and threw him out 
of the vineyard and killed him. Now when the owner 
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will bring those 
wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard 
to other tenants who will deliver the produce to him 
when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have 
you never read in the scriptures: It was the stone 
rejected by the builders that became the keystone. 
This was the Lord’s doing and it is wonderful to see? 
‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be 
taken from you and given to a people who will 
produce its fruit.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Nicene  Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,  

(At the words that follow, up to and including and 
became man, all bow.) 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

Memorial Acclamation 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess you 
Resurrection until you come again. 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, 
to the soul that seeks him. 

Communion:  Come to me 
Refrain 

Come to me all who labour and are heavy burdened, 
And I shall give you rest. 
Take up my yoke and learn from me, 
For I am meek and humble of heart. 
And you’ll find rest for your souls, 
Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall never be in need, 
Fresh and green are the meadows where he gives me 
rest.         Ref. 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 

Be still for the presence of the Lord,  
The Holy One is here  
Come bow before Him now,  
With reverence and fear  
In Him no sin is found  
We stand on holy ground  
Be still for the presence of the Lord,  
The Holy One is here  

 Be still for the glory of the Lord,  
Is shining all around  
He burns with holy fire,  
With splendor He is crowned  
How awesome is the sight  
Our radiant King of light  
Be still for the glory of the Lord,  
Is shining all around  

 Be still for the power of the Lord,  
Is moving in this place  
He comes to cleanse and heal,  
To minister His grace  
No work too hard for Him  
In faith receive from Him  
Be still for the power of the Lord  
Is moving in this place  

 Recessional :  Though the Mountains May Fall  

Refrain 

Though the mountains may fall and  
the hills turn to dust, 
Yet the love of the Lord will stand 
As a shelter for all who will call on His name. 
Sing the praise and the glory of God! 

Could the Lord ever leave you?  
Could the Lord forget His love? 
Though a mother forsake her child,  
He will not abandon you.    Ref. 
   

 



Sat 6.00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader 1 Peter Penson Robyn Laurie Jacqueline Lewis Emily Andrews 

Reader 2 Sheila Serrao Cheryl Jayaweera Kate Mathai Eric Torres 

Communion Michelle Penson Chris Ratnayake Leo Cosio Marni Mant 

   Charito Cosio  

Sat 6.00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader 1 Margherita Bechelli Robyn Laurie Peter Penson Joel Hodge 

Reader 2 Amelia Bechelli Elizabeth Williamson Peter Greenham Annaliza 

Communion Domenica Ashworth TBA Brian McIntosh Sally Tramontana 

   Mary Furlan  

Morning Tea: 4th October - Barbara & Tina 

 

 Please Remember in your prayers 

Allan Panaligan, Gloria Torres, 
Sergio Furlan, Margaret Sinclair, Wendy Wales, Ross Pace.  
Anniversary: Molly McKeown, Tom & Dympna Reid, Elizabeth Macken, Loretta Roberts . 

Average Collections  - September 2026 

St John’s Presbytery Cheque- BSB 083-347 A/c 659225267  St John’s Catholic Church - BSB 083-347 A/c 658806318 

Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct 

$334.88 $795.00 $1,198.94 $456.50 $463.86 $2,002.01 

© The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

Sausage Sizzle, Morning Tea and Games : This 
weekend  the 4th of October in the Parish Hall 
following 10.30am Mass. All are welcome. 
St John’s Primary School donation & Sponsorship 
call out: Request for raffle/auction prizes and 
donations for Trivia night on the 24th October 2026. 
Contact details in the flyer on church door. 
Raising Fathers – "Fathering from the Front Line":  
 A free evening for fathers and men interested in 
strengthening their role within the family and 
learning from the experiences of other dads. The 
event will be held at Loyola College, Watsonia on 
the 20th of October, with registration available via 
the QR code on the flyer (found in the church foyer). 

New hours: Parish Office will be open from Monday 
to Friday, 9.30am to 2.30pm from 5th October 2026. 
St John’s Youth Group gathering: Next Sunday 11th 
October after the 5pm Mass in St John’s Hall. All 
youth from Secondary school Year 9 to 30 years of 
age are warmly welcome. 
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: On 
Wednesday September 30th we had our first RCIA 
gathering for 2026-2027. Please keep these 
candidates and catechumens in your prayers, that 
they may grow in understanding of the Catholic faith 
and be open to the workings of the Holy Spirit in their 
lives. Anyone still interested in joining the group 
would be most welcome. Please contact parish office. 

  DR ANTHONY HALLIDAY-ORGAN RECITAL 
Come along to  hear  ‘One of the world’s greatest organists’ Recently 
returned from a standing ovation in Beethoven’s home city Bonn,   Germany, 
for his performance of the complete ‘Pastoral’ Symphony,  
Anthony Halliday plays the magnificent Fuller Organ. 
On Sunday 18th October 2026,   2.30pm –3.30pm  
Tickets $35 each  
Recital plus wine & cheese in hall after concert. 
Book at https://www.trybooking.com/DPMBQ  
or  contact Parish Office 94571066 


