
  

 

St. John Bosco’s Parish 
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 

Parish Priest:          Fr David Cartwright 
Phone:           9337 9994 
Email:                     niddrie@cam.org.au 
Website:         https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie 
 

Parish Secretary:   Charles Meneze 
Office Hours:            10am – 4pm  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Our Spiritual Life 
 

 

                                       
 
 
 
 
 

 
personal life, in the life of the Church, and in the world” 
(Angelus, January 21, 2024). On several occasions in his 
catecheses, the Pope has indicated how prayer is the way to 
get in touch with our deepest truth, where God’s own light is 
present, as St. Augustine taught. Pope Francis encourages 
people to persevere in prayer, emphasizing how constant 
prayer transforms not only the person, but also the wider 
community, even where evil seems to have the upper hand. 
Thus, for every Christian, may prayer be the compass that 
guides, the light that illuminates the path and the strength 
that sustains us on the pilgrimage that will lead to entering 
the Holy Door. 

     To be continued 

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?  
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) and 
we will add you to the distribution list. We will commence 
this in a few weeks’ time. 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
our parish - spiritually, physically and 
financially. If you are not a current 
contributor, we invite your participation: 
please visit our website or call the parish 
office.  

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the 
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the 
presbytery or given to Fr David or placed in the 
collection at Mass. 

 

March For the Babies 
The March for the Babies will take place on Saturday 12 
October at 12.30pm in the Treasury Gardens, Cnr Spring 
& Wellington Pde.  Wear blue or pink. Catch the train to 
Parliament Station and walk down to the Treasury Gardens. 

When Pope Francis announced the 
Year of Prayer preceding the Jubilee 
2025, he encouraged the faithful as 
follows: “I ask you to intensify your 
prayer to prepare us to live well this 
event of grace, and to experience the 
strength of God’s hope. […] A year 
dedicated to rediscovering the great 
value and absolute need for prayer in 

 

 

Our Liturgical Life 
Preparing for Mass – Practically 

 

 
To find a place, quiet and peaceful, conducive to prayer, that 
will enable us to prayerfully participate is important, and 
personal. 

Catholics are people of habit, so 
it is said. Each of us usually sit in 
the same place in the church. 
We all have our own reasons for 
this. What is important is that it 
does help us physically to 
participate well in the Mass. 

     Stewardship Corner 

 
 

Direct credits can also be made: 
 

Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection)  
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6568 74974 
 

Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st 
collection)  
BSB: 083 - 347  
Acct No.: 6616 52479 
 

An option is now available for electronic card contributions 
at the front of the church; this terminal is for contributions 
to the Church account (our 2nd collection & parish expenses) 
only. 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

This is always an interesting time of the year in Melbourne. We 

see the end of the football season; experience very 

unpredictable weather; daylight savings commences; the Spring 

Racing Carnival begins, and the end of the year seems to 

approach with great speed.  

Whilst external events can seem to occupy our attention, what 
we do here as Catholics is the most important thing we do. Our 
Sunday Mass is the highpoint of our week. A time to stop and 
pray and reflect.  As Vatican II described it, ‘the source and 
summit’ of our week. It is here that we draw strength for the 
coming week; give thanks for the past and present and are 
given hope and strength to continue our pilgrimage of life. 
Thank you for your fidelity to Sunday Mass and our parish 
community. We need the Lord and we need each other. 
 

Month of the Rosary 

October is the month of the Rosary, which we begin this week. 
It is a wonderful thing that we pray the Rosary before our 
weekday Masses. Perhaps this month can give us an impetus to 
pray the Rosary at home also, as a family. St John Paul II used to 
say of the Rosary that it was ‘… a beautiful prayer, my favourite 
prayer’.  
 

Today is World Migrant and Refugee Day. Pope Francis has 
chosen the theme for this year as ‘God Walks with His People’. 
It is a good reminder to each of us of the presence of the Lord 
each day, regardless of our homeland and our status. Let us 
pray particularly for those driven from their homelands, 
especially because of violence and persecution. The Prayer of 
the Pope is below for this day.  
 

Prayer of Pope Francis for Migrant and Refugee Sunday 
 

God, Almighty Father, 
we are your pilgrim Church 
journeying towards the Kingdom of heaven. 
We live in our homeland, but as if we were foreigners. 
Every foreign place is our home, 
yet every native land is foreign to us. 
Though we live on earth, 
our true citizenship is in heaven. 
Do not let us become possessive of the portion of the world 
you have given us as a temporary home. 
Help us to keep walking, 
together with our migrant brothers and sisters, 
toward the eternal dwelling you have prepared for us. 
Open our eyes and our hearts 
so that every encounter with those in need 
becomes an encounter with Jesus, your Son and our Lord. 
Amen. 

  Fr David Cartwright 

Parish Priest 

With St John Bosco we pray for… 
Sick: 
Carl Pinto; Nancy Green 
 

Recently Deceased: 
Edward Myszka; Mary Kennedy  
 

Anniversaries and Remembrances: 
Frank Green; Joyce Hamilton; Domenico De Maoi; 
Mariana Monteverde 

Collections 
Presbytery: $633 
Thanksgiving: $1,655  
Loose: $314 
 

The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish 
Priest, Retired and sick priests, priests in needy 
parishes and the Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as 
wages, utilities, insurance, etc. 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:              Peter Monaghan 
Phone:             9337 2314 
Email:                   principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Times  
Wednesday – Friday:  9:30am  
Saturday:            5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:   10:30am 
 

Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:   4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
 

House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office 

Welcome 
Today we welcome Andi, Noah, Penelope, Kirsten and their 
families as they receive a Welcome and Blessing in 
preparation for their Baptism in our parish. You might like 
to accompany them in prayer by offering one 'Hail Mary' for 
each child and their family. 

First Friday 

This coming Friday, 4 October is the First Friday of the 

month. There will be Confessions available from 9am - 

9.20am and Benediction after 9.30am Mass.  

A reminder that Daylight 
Savings starts next 
weekend. Don't forget to 
put your clocks forward 
one hour. Mass will still be 
at 10.30am! 
 

The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver will hold their 

Annual Mission Fair on Saturday 12 October 9.00 am – 2.30 

pm at 154 Cotham Road, Kew. This year the proceeds will be 

for the Benedictine brothers in Daresalaam, Tanzania to 

assist them in their work among the poor. 

Enquiries Phone: 9817 3715.  

"Christians, keep the faith... But not from others!" 

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

Mass Intentions this week 
Wednesday 9.30am: private intention 
Thursday 9.30am: for the parish 
Friday 9.30am:  
Sat 5pm:  
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

Funeral Notice 
The Requiem Mass for Frank Muscat will take place on 

Wednesday 2 October at 1pm in the Church.  

Funeral Notice 
The Rosary & Requiem Mass for Edward Myszka will take 

place on Friday 4 October at 11.30am in the Church.  

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
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First Reading   Numbers 11:25-29

A reading from the book of Numbers
Are you jealous on my account? Who decrees 
that all people may prophesy?
The Lord came down in the Cloud. He 
spoke with Moses, but took some of the 
spirit that was on him and put it on the 
seventy elders. When the spirit came on 
them they prophesied, but not again.
Two men had stayed back in the camp; 
one was called Eldad and the other 
Medad. The spirit came down on them; 
though they had not gone to the Tent, their 
names were enrolled among the rest. 
These began to prophesy in the camp. The 
young man ran to tell this to Moses, ‘Look’, 
he said, ‘Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp.’ Then said 
Joshua the son of Nun, who had served 
Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord Moses, 
stop them!’ Moses answered him, ‘Are you 
jealous on my account? If only the whole 
people of the Lord were prophets, and the 
Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 18:8. 10. 12-14. R. v.9

(R.) The precepts of the Lord give joy 
       to the heart.
1. The law of the Lord is perfect,

it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

2. The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth
and all of them just. (R.)

3. So	in	them	your	servant	finds
instructions;

great reward is in their keeping.
But who can detect all his errors?
From hidden faults acquit me. (R.)

4. From presumption restrain your servant
and let it not rule me.
Then shall I be blameless,
clean from grave sin. (R.)

Second Reading   James 5:1-6

A reading from the letter of St James
Your wealth is rotting.

An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep 
for the miseries that are coming to you. 
Your wealth is all rotting, your clothes are 
all eaten up by moths. All your gold and 
your silver are corroding away, and the 
same corrosion will be your own sentence, 
and eat into your body. It was a burning 
fire that you stored up as your treasure for 
the last days. Labourers mowed your 
fields, and you cheated them – listen to 
the wages that you kept back, calling out; 
realise that the cries of the reapers have 
reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. On 
earth you have had a life of comfort and 
luxury; in the time of slaughter you went on 
eating to your heart’s content. It was you 
who condemned the innocent and killed 
them; they offered you no resistance.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation    See John 17:17

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth: 
make us holy in the truth. 
Alleluia!

Gospel   Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Mark
Anyone who is not against us is for us. If your 
hand should cause you to sin, cut it off.

John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man 
who is not one of us casting out devils in 
your name; and because he was not one 
of us we tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said, 
‘You must not stop him: no one who works a 
miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of 
me. Anyone who is not against us is for us.
‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink 
just because you belong to Christ, then I tell 
you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose 
his reward.
‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring 
down one of these little ones who have 
faith, would be better thrown into the sea 
with a great millstone round his neck. And if 
your hand should cause you to sin, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter into life crippled, 
than to have two hands and go to hell, into 
the	fire	that	cannot	be	put	out.	And	if	your	
foot should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter into life lame, than to 
have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if 
your eye should cause you to sin, tear it out; 
it is better for you to enter into the kingdom 
of God with one eye, than to have two eyes 
and be thrown into hell where their worm 
does	not	die	nor	their	fire	go	out.’

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for the 
Mass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All 
rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, ©1963 
by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The scriptural 
quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers.
© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 29 September 2024

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA

The question of legitimacy of ministry is 
not a new one. There is a certain amount 
of tension between the institutional and 
the charismatic aspects of the church. To 
say that one is Spirit-driven and the other 
is not is to misunderstand Jesus' promise 
to remain with the church until the end of 
time. God normally calls ministers through 
the structures of the community. The 
authorities of the church are usually the 
ones who make the ultimate decisions 
about the needs of the church, how these 
needs are to be met, and who is to meet 
them. That is one of the responsibilities of 
their office.
However, God calls in other ways as well. 
A solid biblical tradition maintains that the 
Spirit is not confined to human structure 
or custom. We see this in the judges, the 
prophets, and even the early kings. The 
Pentecost story describes the coming of 
the Spirit upon all people - sons and 
daughters, young and old, slaves and free. 
When God calls it is up to us to recognise 
that call and to test its spirit. Perhaps the 
primary criterion we have for judging is the 
biblical measure: By their fruits you shall 
know them.
Today we also see that those who benefit 
from exploitation of the vulnerable will 
reap the fruits of their sin. This warning 
stems from the belief in the justice of God. 
Just as we believe that God will not allow 
the righteous to go unrewarded, so we are 
confident that neither will the wicked 
escape punishment.
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