St Mary of the Cross
N Catholic Parish
* EMBODYING CHRIST'S LOVE

Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Jekot, Assistant Priest: Fr Huy Nguyen,
Deacon: George Piech-Meat

The Epiphany of the Lord 4 January 2026
Readings for Year A Isaiah 60: 1-6 Ephesians 3: 2-3,5-6 Matthew 2: 1-12
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“Where is the infant king of the Jews?”
This essential question perhaps sets
the tone for the adventurous journey
of the Magi from the far-flung East to
Bethlehem to adore Jesus. These wise
men are truly wise because their
heart’s desire is for the most
important thing in life: God’s
unconditional love revealed in Jesus.

Our journey of life and faith is
oftentimes driven and guided by our
heart’s desire. When we desire money,
we become money lovers; when we
desire power, we become power
brokers; when we desire pleasure, we
become pleasure seekers. And when
we desire God, we become sons and
daughters of God.

As we enter the new year, 2026, let us
ask ourselves: What is my heart truly
desiring in this new year? Like the
Magi, let our hearts be drawn to the
love and light of the Christ Child, who
comes to show us the true meaning
and purpose of our earthly pilgrimage.
As St Augustine beautifully said, “Our
hearts are restless until they rest in
You, Lord.”

Fr Huy
Assistant Priest
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News and Annhouncements

Farewell and Thank you Fr Andrew and Fr Huy

Sadly, we are saying goodbye to our two priests who take up their new
appointments on 12 January 2025. Fr Andrew will be joining the Flemington -
Kensington Catholic Parish as the new Parish Priest and

Fr Huy will be joining St Joseph’s Springvale & St Mark’s Dingley as Assistant
Priest.

If you would like to contribute a personal gift for Fr Andrew and Fr Huy please
| place in the envelopes & leave in the box on the Welcome Desk.

Please join us for a farewell afternoon tea for Fr Andrew and Fr Huy on
Saturday 10 January from 2.00pm to 4.00pm at St Brigid’s Primary School
Hall. We invite you to bring a plate, either sweet or savoury to share.

b 4 Sign-up sheets are on the Welcome Desk.

Our new Parish Priest

If you have not yet heard the news, Fr Michael Kong has been appointed as our new
Parish Priest. He is currently the Administrator of Sacred Heart Church in Kew.

Fr Michael was ordained in Melbourne in 2014 and has experience in several
Melbourne parishes as well as having spent time studying at the Institutional Social
Communication at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome.

To learn more about Fr Michael here is a link to his social media:
https://www.facebook.com/papadon.preach.7

We welcome Fr Michael and look forward to walking alongside him as we continue
our parish’s missionary journey.

F‘ . 9 The Gospel of Matthew presented by Patrick Jurd - Save the Dates
E ™ TheGoselof 3 sessions commencing Tuesday 27th, January 7.30pm at St Brigid’s
This year is Year A in the church calendar and the Sunday Gospel readings
come from the Gospel of Matthew. The three sessions will help you to better
understand Matthew’s Gospel. The sessions may also foster your faith and
suggest how you might better live it. All are welcome to come along.

Foundations of Faith - A journey through the Catechism of the Catholic Church

Why do we have saints? Why do we pray? Do we need baptism for salvation? Can only Catholics go to
heaven? We all have questions about our faith, and sometimes it’s hard to know where to find the answers.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church seeks to answer one key question - What do Catholics believe?
There is a small group planning to begin this journey to study the teaching of the Catholic Church and how
to live them in your everyday life. Whether you are a new explorer to the faith or wanting to go deeper |n
your knowledge - come and join us. OF Ao e
Where: in the Upper Room at St Brigid’s (some online sessions via Google Meets) BYO snacks 23 T
When: Tuesday nights at 6.45pm from 3 February to early August (with some breaks)
Join by contacting Emily Wisniewski emwisnie@gmail.com

or by signing up at the Welcome Desk or scan the QR code for more details.

L Accompanying children and families in sacrament preparatlon
'/\wa\‘g‘\',,"s to0 Our parish offers sacramental preparation for Reconciliation, First Eucharist

and Confirmation for baptised catholic children from non-catholic schools

We are called to help sow seeds;

therestis Godswork. -~ and others who request the Catholic Sacraments for their children.

POPE FRANCIS

Our sacramental programs are designed as a journey of accompaniment for
children and their parents to take together, gently guided by our facilitators.
A journey that with the help of the Holy Spirit will lead them closer to Jesus.
Generally, the length of the programs are 6 weeks, beginning with a parent's
dinner. The 2026 dates and details will be advised in due course once you
register. The programs involve the child and at least one parent and generally
occur over a 6-week period. All sessions occur on Tuesday afternoons from
4-5pm at St Louis de Montfort - 37 Dolphin St Aspendale. If you have family
and friends with children who may be interested, please register interest at
this link:  https://forms.gle/yJuqKFVWorgVeT7TA
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Blessings Parish Magazine

The December 2025 edition of our Blessings magazine is available now. Packed with

stories including - farewell to Fr Andrew and Fr Huy, Deacon George article, the

National Liturgy Conference, parish groups, news from our schools and lots of

photos. All who have subscribed to our parish newsletter will automatically receive a
copy in their inbox and there will be printed copies available. If you are yet to

T subscribe to our weekly newsletter and parish emails, please do so here SUBSCRIBE,

; or at our parish website.

Parish Office closed

The Parish office is closed until 13th January. Phones and emails will be monitored over that time.
Monday Communion Services will resume on Monday 2 February.

PS Fr Andrew would appreciate some medium sized boxes for packing.

Serve Ministers - New Roster January - March 2026
The new roster for the next 3 months has been emailed to all serve ministers. Printed copies are
available on the Welcome Desks. Thank you to all who give so generously of their time for our parish.

h Let the Heart Listen 2026
Let The , o . .
Heart Listen Program Focus: Let the Heart Listen is grounded in the practice of
contemplative listening learning to respond with heart to yourself, others,
A&. and to God. Through this experience, you will develop the capacity to listen

» deeply and compassionately, becoming more present to the sacred in
everyday life.

Program Details: Format: 12 x Tuesdays (In Person only) Dates: 17th February
2026 - 19th May 2026. The program will run again from July - October 2026
on Thursday Evenings (Online only).

See here for more details: Let the Heart Listen Program | Heart of Life

Baptisms this weekend
We welcome into our parish family
Liana Eve, Alfred (Freddie), Damon, Louis George, Henry James,
Isla Grace, Oliver Jack.
God has you in his hands on this special day. With every step you take,
he guides you on your way.

'J‘HIC:I‘RL‘IC )\I:L.\}'l\'(%()lf formed
RISTMAS ,' Epiphany | The True Meaning of Christmas

Have you ever wondered what the Epiphany is? In this engaging episode of
the True Meaning of Christmas, join Dr. Michael Barber to find out what the
Epiphanv is.

Our parish has a Formed subscription. Visit
formed.org/signup and select our parish.

Epiphany

e

g
CHRISTMAS DR. MICHAEL BARBER
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NEXT WEEK'S SERVE MINISTERS ROSTER - THE BAPTISM THE LORD - 11 JANUARY 2026

10/11 Jan 2026 The Baptism of the Lord Readings (Yr A) Isaiah 42: 1-4,6-7 Acts 1-: 34-38 Matthew 3: 13-17

Reader Commentator Special Special Special Welcomer Welcomer
Minister Minister Minister
6pm (A) Michael Ann Bernie Julius Carmel Berna Monique
Barker Brennan Stuart Lau Barker Wake Bruce
8.00am (M) Paula Celine Chris Marlene Stephen Josie Tony
Rodrigues George McAleer Tangso Pooley Johnson Aloysious
9.30am (A) Brenda Niko Ann Maureen Martin Jon Eddie
O’Leary Tovia Furlong Wraight Newington Searle Joseph
11.00am (M) Diane Michelle Gail Peter Peter Christiane Robyn
Wain Campbell Bell Wain Hannan Jonas Worsnop
Counters Group 5 Anthony & Julie Barnhoorn Aileen Dynes

Recently deceased: Kay Walker (Mentone), Winifred McDevitt (Mordialloc),

Libby Jurd (sister-in-law of Patrick) WEEKEND MASSES

St Louis Saturday 6pm

St Brigid’s Sunday 8am

St Louis Sunday 9.30am

St Brigid’s Sunday 11am

Our 6pm Saturday Vigil & 8am
Sunday Masses are live streamed

Anniversaries: Julia Elkins, Jacqueline Hermon, Bishop Francis Micallef,
Jackie Kavanagh, Michael Morris, Urbana Reixach, Ida Morianos,

Russell Mason, Jorte Alvardo, John Vines, Edward Drinan, Rose Robinson,
Judith Sullivan, Amaro Rebello, Krystal Rozario, John Facci,

Lidia Da Luz Rodrigues, Lidia Rodrigues, Anne Griffin, Alex Zuccarino, and can be accessed at:
Amelania De Guzman, Herbert Jansz, Ruth Mary-Anne Keble, Martin Gannon, | M:stmaryofthecross.com/mass

Michael Doyle, Carmen Rodrigues, Andrew Wiltshire, Andrew Keith Wiltshire,| WEEKDAY MASSES

Michael O'Sullivan, Therese Leach, Maria Finnochiaro, Margaret Blackie, St Louis Mon 9.15am Communion

Rodney Rozario, Gregorio Aparo, Andrew Sims, Nigel David, Vincent Feehan, | Service, St Louis Tuesday 9.15am,

Rita Rebeiro, Brendan Stanton, Elaine Wise, Jack Phillips, Gaetano Masini, St Brigid’s Wed 10am,

Christine Ewert, Jim Marshall, Bridget Murphy, Ronald Stone, Gianni Caretti, | St Louis Thurs 9.15am,

Pamela Carnegie, Bernard O'Reilly, Prabhakar (Savio) Mengle. St Brigid’s Fri 11.30am
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND
HOLY ROSARY

Praying for healing and the sick: Kathleen Smith, Natalie Searle, s .

. St Brigid’s every Fri 10.30am
Deborah Joseph, Carmelo Nasello, Stephen Hopkins, Harry Donohue, St Louis 1st Sat of the month 4.30pm
Ann Muir, Lina DiGiovine, Alex Bennett, John Davis, Chris Doran, ouls Ist sat ot the mo ey
Chris Wardle, Peter Waltho, Janice Gillette, Michelle Parker, Greg Hayes, Sue | EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Waltho, Jeffrey Sellar, Alasdair Hughes, Sophia Bicos, Fr Terry Kean, Kees St Louis Monday’s 7.30 - 8.30pm
nger, Andrea Williams, Brian Smith, Mlc.helle Bgrne, Roser_na.ry. Hal’l, RECONCILIATION
Michelle Ives, Graham Owen, Norreen Spies, Craige Ross, Virginia O’Toole. - .

St Brigid’s Friday’s 12pm

St Louis Saturday’s 5.30pm
Growing in community & belonging at St Mary of the Cross PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM

: . Contact us . .
P Children’s Lit Fr Andrew, Fr Huy, Trish Angliss
0% nroren’s LILUBY  parish Office: 03 9580 7981 , FrAdy, glss,
! “ 5 - 12-year-olds. G Ture s Wed ] q Berna Wake
4th weekend of the o uesday, lveanesaay an
Friday’s 9am to 4.30pm
@ month. All masses . . . .
JLGe L except 8am. Parlﬂ? ?loordlnatc:jr.lAnn Fitzgerald Our Parish is committed to the
- morgiatocas °°as_p—@e" ale@cam.org.au safety, wellbeing and human
Prayer Ministry Parish House: 03 9412 8432 digni £ child L
Intercessory prayer. Pastoral care Ignity of c .I ren, young peo;? e
Last weekend of the  If you would like a pastoral visit, Helen & adults at risk in our community.
month - all masses. is available to drop by for
Praise & Worshi a chat or to organise some help CHILD SAFEGUARDING TEAM:
* 3:gllifiday g;smg)nth if required.Please contact the office at Fr Andrew Jekot 03 9580 7981
'PRAISE i .org,
‘W(f%SHIP 7.30 - 8.30pm. mordiallocaspendale@cam.org.au Fr Huy Nguyen 03 9580 7981

Alternates between Baptism Coordinator Trish 0421 604 849

ki each church. Debbie Poynton 0403 471 931

Our Parish acknowledges that we gather, pray and live on the land of the Bunurong
People of the Kulin nation, and pay our respects to Elders, past, present and Helen 0498 178 899

emerging. We recognise their continued connection to Country, and we thank them [FasbdClVASE oz AL
for their role in caring for, and maintaining Country and waterways, over thousands [l oA LaFx: 3 LR P
of generations. Denise 0412 926 752

Louise 0415 963 799

Joe 0407 354 568
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