Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear A)

23 July 2023

Readings

Next Week
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12
Ps 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130
Rom28-30
Mt 13:44-52

in a nutshell

Wheat among the weeds. The world
in which we live is a mixture of wheat
and weeds. Wonderful acts of
heroism and self-sacrifice occur
alongside shocking acts of violence
and abuse of power. In the midst of a
world tainted by sin we are called to
live the values of the kingdom of
God. This can be difficult, but the
Spirit will help us in our weakness
and God, the just and merciful judge,
will reward us.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Harry &
Dorothy Heering

For those who have died recently:
John Varga and all those whose
anniversary occurs at this time.

of special note

Have you considered joining our
new parish Prayer Group?

More information inside!

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

See, | have God for my help. The Lord sustains
my soul. | will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Lord, you are good and forgiving.

O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

full of love to all who call.

Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer

and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.)

All the nations shall come to adore you
and glorify your name, O Lord:

for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
you who alone are God. (R.)

But you, God of mercy and compassion,
slow to anger, O Lord,

abounding in love and truth,

turn and take pity on me. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth; you have revealed to little ones the
mysteries of the kingdom.

Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Behold, | stand at the door and knock, says the
Lord. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door to me, | will enter his house and dine with
him, and he with me.
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Our Parish is committed to the care,
wellbeing and protection of children, and
vulnerable people in our community.

Remember children shou

accompanied by an adult family member

to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee

Fr Michel
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Janine Meades
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Karen Somers

Sue Van der Li
Karla Zmeg

Car Parking ~WEEKDAY Masses

Please use available car parks for Mass
rather than the front of the church.
Please Leave the front for the truly

disabled.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
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Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305
330 Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St
Mary’s Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan

Somers 0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon

Thursday please:
mountevelyn@cam.org.a

u

For positions vacant within the Diocese

visit:

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-

vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee—Friday

June 16

Thank you to the volunteers who turn up
to assist with the maintenance of the
grounds around the church. 4pm onwards

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, August 29

Finance Committee
Parish Safeguarding

Parish Council

7:00pm
7:30pm
8:00pm

Parish Notices

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal

Thank you for your generosity in excess of $1000 was given.

Ongoing support through cash donations in the charity box outside the piety
stall and donations of non-perishable food are always appreciated.

World Youth Day—Lisbon Portugal

Several St Mary’s parishioners are among the more than 3000 Australian
pilgrims who will travel to Portugal for World Youth Day 2023. They join more
than a million young people from around the world from 2 to 6 August to
share their faith in Jesus Christ through prayer and celebration.

‘World Youth Day is an incredible opportunity for our young people and
emerging leaders to experience being part of the universal Church,” said
Archbishop Comensoli earlier this week. ‘We pray that this will be a time of
powerful spiritual encounter with the Lord for each pilgrim in their own
personal journey of faith.’

The theme for this World Youth Day is ‘Mary arose and went with
haste’ (Luke 1:30), recalling Mary’s responsiveness to God and her journey to
share the Good News of Christ’s coming with her cousin Elizabeth.

As our pilgrims go on their own remarkable journey—encountering the Lord,
engaging with the faith and returning home transformed by this new
experience—we might consider praying with Our Lady in the Rosary. As we
do, let’s pray that our pilgrims will have Mary’s generosity and openness to
God’s will, and that Christ will be born anew, not only in their hearts but also
in our Archdiocese.

NEW! St Mary’s Prayer Group

Everyone is invited to join this new group at St Mary’s Parish. The new Prayer
Group will meet every first Friday of the month in the church from 2pm to
3pm. The first meeting of the Prayer Group will be on Friday, 1
September. Come and join us! “Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart
to God or the requesting of good things from God” (St. John Damascene).

Adoration of the Eucharist

In the kingdom of heaven we will see how everyone is praising the Lord and
blessing and hallowing his name, while no-one offends him. Everyone loves
him. Each soul has no wish other than to love him: it cannot stop loving him
because it knows him truly. If only we knew him like that even here on earth,
we would love him in the same way-- not with that degree of perfection, of
course, but in a very different way from the way we love him now. (St. Teresa
of Avila)

Confession: It is therefore important to receive the Sacrament of Penance
regularly, in order to receive the Lord’s forgiveness and to intensify our
process of conversion. (Pope Benedict XVI)

Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday 6:00pm (first
Thursday Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in
his field...He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the
good seed the children of the kingdom.”-Matthew 13:24, 37-38

As children of God, we are all “good seeds”. We are blessed by God with the
potential to accomplish much good in the world. We fulfill God’s plan when
we spend time in prayer every day, use our skills to help others and share our
financial gifts to help build God’s kingdom on earth. Through our example of
gratitude and generosity we sow “good seeds” on earth and ultimately help
each other get to Heaven!
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Donations via our new webpage with QR code

Contributions can be made by scanning the QR code below,
via the website, by direct debit to: St Mary’s Church BSB 083-
347 account number 648531736 Ref THK and your surname
or call the office and arrange with Janine to get envelopes or
set up regular direct debit/credit card payments. Just a
reminder donations via the Tap and Go machine go towards
the presbytery collection to support the parish priest.

We have a NEW parish website!
With recent upgrades to Archdiocese of Melbourne platforms
we have a new website. https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/

mountevelyn.

Morning Tea after 10.30am Sunday Mass

Stay and chat over a cuppa! Consider joining the roster to
assist in serving. If you are unable to serve but would like to
contribute, donations of packaged biscuits would be
appreciated. Contact Rachael 0437123802

Morning tea after 9:00am Mass first Tuesday of the month.

Something to make you smile!

A man was involved in a fatal car accident and found himself
standing in front of the pearly gates. St Peter greeted him,
and said, "In order to get into heaven, you have to spell a
word." "Okay," replied the man, "what's the word?" "You
have to spell the word love," replied St Peter. "Why that's
easy, the man responded, l-o-v-e." "Welcome," said St Peter,
"vou may enter, but first would you do me a favour. | have to
do an errand, and | will only be gone a very short time. Would
you please take my post here until | return. Whenever
someone comes here, do the same thing | did with you. Ask
them to spell the word love. If they are able to do that,
welcome them to heaven. If they are unable, send them to
the other place." The man was at the gate for about ten
minutes when his wife greeted him. "Why are you here?" he
asked. "Well," she replied, "when news of your accident
reached me, | had a heart attack and died immediately." "But
why are you standing here by this gate," she asked him. "I'm
substituting for St Peter for a little while until he completes an
errand," he said, "and | have to ask each person to spell a
word in order to enter this place." "What's the word?" she
inquired. He responded: "Czechoslovakia."

Readings Reflection

Of Wheat and Weeds

God is always teaching His people, we hear in today’s
First Reading.

And what does He want us to know? That He has care
for all of us, that though He is a God of justice, even
those who defy and disbelieve Him may hope for His
mercy if they turn to Him in repentance.

This divine teaching continues in the three parables that
Jesus tells in the Gospel today. Each describes the
emergence of the kingdom of God from the seeds sown
by His works and preaching. The kingdom’s growth is
it’s
improbable, unexpected—as in the way the tall mustard

hidden—like the working of yeast in bread;

tree grows from the smallest of seeds.

Again this week’s readings sound a note of questioning:
Why does God permit the evil to grow alongside the
good? Why does He permit some to reject the Word of
His kingdom?

Because, as we sing in today’s Psalm, God is slow to
anger and abounding in kindness. He is just, Jesus
assures us—evildoers and those who cause others to sin
will be thrown into the fiery furnace at the end of the
age. But by His patience, God is teaching us—that above
all He desires repentance, and the gathering of all
nations to worship Him and to glorify His name.

Even though we don’t know how to pray as we ought,
the Spirit will intercede for us, Paul promises in today’s
Epistle. But first we must turn and call upon Him, we
must commit ourselves to letting the good seed of His
Word bear fruit in our lives.

So we should not be deceived or lose heart when we see
weeds among the wheat, truth and holiness mixed with
error, injustice and sin.

For now, He makes His sun rise on the good and the bad
(see Matthew 5:45). But the harvest draws near. Let’s
work that we might be numbered among the righteous
children—who will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
the Father.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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He shall come to judge the living and the dead

What happens when we die?

Just as it is appointed for men to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for
him (Heb 9:27-28).

At the moment of death, the immortal soul separates from the mortal body, and every person undergoes
the Particular Judgment in which Christ immediately judges the person for the choices and actions he or she made in
life and whether or not he or she has died in God’s grace and friendship. As St. John of the Cross wrote, “At the
evening of life, we shall be judged on our love”. Based on that judgment, the soul immediately enters the state of
Heaven, Hell, or Purgatory.

The souls of those who have responded to God’s gift of salvation, die in a state of grace, and have been perfectly
purified — either in this life or in Purgatory — will enter Heaven, the state of eternal happiness in which a person
shares in the life and love of the Blessed Trinity. In communion with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the angels and
saints, the soul enjoys a state of perfect happiness, and in the Kingdom of God, the saints will reign with Christ
forever. In Heaven, the blessed will receive the Beatific Vision: they see God face to face and contemplate him in the
fullness of glory.

The souls of those who have responded to God’s gift of salvation, die in a state of grace, but need the remission of the
temporal punishment due to sin that results from an unhealthy attachment to created goods, the soul must be
purified before entering Heaven. This purification after death is called Purgatory. By purifying us of all imperfections
before we can enter his presence in Heaven, God shows not only his justice but also his great love and mercy.

Just as the blessed will enjoy eternal love and joy, those who have rejected God will suffer eternal hatred and
unhappiness in Hell. All souls in Hell suffer the loss of eternal communion with God and punishment for sins
committed on earth. This state of separation from God is eternal, and there can be no repentance.

The General Judgment at the time of the Second Coming of Christ will not change the result of the Particular
Judgment. At that time, our mortal bodies will rise and be reunited with our souls. The bodies of those saved will be
in glorified form.

From the Didache Bible

1033 We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin gravely
against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: “He who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his
brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” Our Lord warns us that we
shall be separated from him if we fail to meet the serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are his
brethren. To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love means remaining separated from
him for ever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from communion with God and the blessed
is called “hell.”

1035 The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of
those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell, “eternal fire.” The
chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for
which he was created and for which he longs

1037 God predestines no one to go to hell; for this, a willful turning away from God (a mortal sin) is necessary, and
persistence in it until the end. In the Eucharistic liturgy and in the daily prayers of her faithful, the Church implores the
mercy of God, who does not want “any to perish, but all to come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9):

Father, accept this offering

from your whole family.

Grant us your peace in this life,

save us from final damnation,

and count us among those you have chosen.

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



