
St. John Bosco’s Parish 
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                               Fr David Cartwright 
Phone:                                9337 9994 

Email:                                   niddrie@cam.org.au                      
Website:                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie   
Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:                5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:       10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
  

House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the 
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection 
at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $708 
Thanksgiving: $1,411 
Loose: $344 
  
The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, 
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the 
Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, 
utilities, insurance, etc. 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick:  
We pray for all the sick in our community 
  
Recently Deceased:  
We pray for all the recently deceased in our community 
 

Anniversaries and Remembrances:  
Marguerita Barra; Patricia Crawford; Francesco Bond; 
Francis Bugeja; Rita Cabral; Ellen Duffy  

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Direct credits can also be made: 
  

Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6568 74974 
  
Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st 
collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6616 52479 
  
An option is now available for electronic card contributions 
to the Parish & Presbytery accounts. These terminals are 
available for use in the Church foyer before & after weekend 
Mass & electronic receipts are available via QR code.  
You can also donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts 
using this QR code: 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
our parish - spiritually, physically and 
financially. If you are not a current 
contributor, we invite your  
participation: please visit our website 
or contact the parish office.  

Wisdom from the Saints 
Saint Bernadette Soubirous: “O Mary, Mother of Sorrows, I 
am the child of your sorrows. My tender Mother, here is your 
child, who can do no more. Have pity on me.” 

Our Liturgical Life 
The Collect   

 

 

 

 
 

occur, or during the seasons of Lent and Advent, when each 
day has its own Collect. The theme of the prayer often  

reflects something in the readings. The pattern of the Collect 
usually addresses the Father, names something that God has 
done for us, then names our petitions or needs for the day 
and has a longer conclusion than the other prayers of the 
Mass, signifying its importance. 

"Seven days without prayer makes one weak."  Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 

 

 

 
 

Mary, etc.) because in this blessing the Lord is present with His 

Body, in a true, real, and substantial way. With the Eucharistic 

blessing, He comes close to us in a very special way, embracing 

everyone present and drawing everyone to Himself. This  

moment can be considered the culmination of the rite of  

adoration, the crowning of that dialogue which has been going 

on in silence before Jesus and which, now, like a shining sun, 

infuses His warmth into our souls. 

 

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?  
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) your full 
name and we will add you to our subscription list. You can 
also subscribe via this QR code: 

The Opening Prayer is different for 
each Sunday and is used during 
the weekday Masses of the  

following week, except when the 
memorials or feasts of saints  

Eucharistic Blessing: the celebration 
concludes with blessing the faithful with 
the Blessed Sacrament. This blessing, 
although it always retains the character 
of a sacramental, is unique compared to 
all other types of blessings (with holy 
water, with the relics of the saints, 
through the intercession of  the B.V.   

  

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

In the bulletin this week you will see the Lenten timetable, as 
Lent begins very soon, with Ash Wednesday on March 5.  

You will see that we have a couple of extra parish spiritual activi-
ties for us to observe this holy season: 

• An extra Mass on Tuesday evenings at 7pm, preceded by silent 

Eucharistic Adoration and confessions from 6.30-6.50pm 

• Stations of the Cross each Friday of Lent at 7pm 

• Confessions available on Sundays at 10-10.20am, before Mass 

• Confessions available before weekday Masses (Wed- Fri, 9-

9.20am) 

• 2nd Rite of Reconciliation with visiting priests, Wed 9 April at 

7pm 

• Mass with the Anointing of the Sick Friday 21 March at 9.30am 
 

The timetable for the Paschal Triduum will be published in the 
next couple of weeks.  

As well as our parish spiritual activities, I encourage you to con-
sider something personal and as a family or household to think 
about for the season of Lent. The Church offers us the traditional 
practices of fasting, prayer and almsgiving.  

The Project Compassion boxes and baskets are available at the 
back of the church from this weekend onwards.  

On Thursday evening our Parish Mission Team met and we     
discussed a couple of ideas for the coming Jubilee year. We will 
talk more about these next week.  

Today’s Gospel presents to us what seems to be unrealistic   
human demands: love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, pray for those who abuse you, and more. Humanly speaking, 
these demands seem unrealistic, but from a spiritual perspective, 
they present the ideal for us to strive for, strengthened and  
sustained by divine grace.  

By our own efforts, these demands are superhuman, but with the 
Lord’s help, they become supernatural. These goals, these   
standards of living, remind us that we need to constantly 
strengthen ourselves with prayer, the sacraments and grace. St 
Thomas Aquinas reminds us that, ‘Grace perfects nature’. God’s 
grace works in our human nature to enable us to do more than 
we can ask for or imagine.  

In this Jubilee Year of Hope, let us not give up striving for the 
best.  

We continue to pray for our Holy Father at this time. When a 
member of our family is suffering, we all feel the pain. Let us 
continue to ask the Lord for strength for Pope Francis and for the 
Church at this time.  

Let us continue to pray for each other, and ask our patron St John 
Bosco, to pray for us.  

Fr David Cartwright 

Parish Priest 

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Wednesday 9.30am: for the families of our parish 

Thursday 9.30am:  
Friday 9.30am: for our housebound parishioners 
Sat 5pm:  
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

Welcome  

Today we welcome Elliot, Romeo and their families as they 
receive a Welcome and Blessing in preparation for their   
Baptism in our parish. You might like to accompany them in 
prayer by offering one 'Hail Mary' for each child and their 
family. 

Easter Raffle 
We are planning to have an Easter Raffle, which will be drawn 
after Mass on Divine Mercy Sunday (2nd Sunday of Easter). If 
anyone has anything to donate as prizes, we would be very 
happy to hear from you. Please see Fr David or contact the 
Parish Office. Thank you! 

Next Saturday at the 5pm Mass we will welcome our school 
leaders who will receive their leadership badges after Mass. 

Project Compassion boxes and envelopes are available in the 
church foyer. 

Lenten Timetable 

Wednesday 5 March — Ash Wednesday 

- 9.30am & 7pm Masses.  

- 6.15pm—6.45pm: confessions  

Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence from meat. 
 

Fridays of Lent:  

- 7pm: Stations of the Cross (in the church) 
 

Tuesdays of Lent 

- 6.30pm to 6.50pm: Adorations and confessions  

- 7pm: Mass 
 

Confessions 

- Wed — Fri: 9am — 9.20am 

- Saturdays: 4.30pm — 4.50pm 

- Sundays: 10am — 10.20am 

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie


LOVE THE ENEMY
We are now into the heart of Luke’s 
Sermon on the Plain. We are also presented 
with the most important Gospel teaching 
that characterises Jesus’ followers: Love 
and forgiveness of the enemy. But this is 
also dangerous teaching, for it is easy to 
misunderstand what Jesus is asking of his 
disciples. He is not addressing disciples 
individually, but together. The response 
to the ‘enemy’ comes from the total 
gathering of the Gospel household who 
support each other as they deal with the 
enemy. It is not the individual disciple 
who bears responsibility for enemy love. 
It is a collective response. 
The response is also agential or active, 
never passive or submissive. Disciples 
disarm by their attitude of ‘love’—a 
desire that the aggressor comes to know 
their own self-worth in their relationship 
to God and others. It is not about feeling 
affection or warmth towards the enemy, 
an impossible response in the face of 
suffering or hurt. ‘Turning the other 
cheek’ is a form of passive resistance to 
the aggressor, rather than responding 
with tit-for-tat assault, a response 
culturally expected. Luke’s audience 
who are wealthy are encouraged to be 
generous. Jesus encourages disciples to act 
compassionately, like God. 
Today’s Gospel is challenging, especially 
in the context of the issues that today’s 
believers are concerned about. Luke 
offers sage advice. A spirit of kindness 
and non-aggression towards the assailants 
of our world can help create a society 
shaped by peace rather than violence. 
Such a spirit ideally characterises our 
faith communities imbued with today’s 
Gospel.

Fr Michael Trainor

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL	
Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.  Published 
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3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and  
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025.  
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. The words of Jesus we hear in today’s Gospel are very 
challenging: ‘love your enemies, do good to those who persecute you, freely part 
with your possessions and money, do not judge, forgive.’ In brief, we are asked to 
imitate the unconditional compassion and love of God. The challenge is great but so 
is the reward. The more we give to others, the more richly we are blessed.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Ps 12: 6

O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. 
My heart will rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord who has been 
bountiful with me.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
R. And grant us your salvation.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
V. Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on earth 
peace to people of good will. / We praise 
you, / we bless you, / we adore you, / we 
glorify you, / we give you thanks for your 
great glory, / Lord God, heavenly King, / 
O God, almighty Father. / Lord Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / you take 
away the sins of the world, / have mercy on 
us; / you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / you 
alone are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, / 
in the glory of God the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, 
always pondering spiritual things, we may 
carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 1 Sam 26: 2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23

A reading from the first book of Samuel.
The Lord has put you in my power, but I will 
not raise my hand against you.
Saul set off and went down to the wilderness 
of Ziph, accompanied by three thousand men 
chosen from Israel to search for David in the 
wilderness of Ziph.
  So in the dark David and Abishai made 
their way towards the force, where they found 
Saul asleep inside the camp, his spear stuck in 
the ground beside his head, with Abner and 
the troops lying round him.
  Then Abishai said to David, ‘Today God 
has put your enemy in your power; so now 
let me pin him to the ground with his own 
spear. Just one stroke! I will not need to strike 
him twice.’ David answered Abishai, ‘Do not 
kill him, for who can lift his hand against the 
Lord’s anointed and be without guilt?’ David 
took the spear and the pitcher of water from 
beside Saul’s head, and they made off. No 
one saw, no one knew, no one woke up; they 
were all asleep, for a deep sleep from the Lord 
had fallen on them.
  David crossed to the other side and halted 
on the top of the mountain a long way off; 
there was a wide space between them. David 
then called out, ‘Here is the king’s spear. Let 
one of the soldiers come across and take it. 
The Lord repays everyone for his uprightness 
and loyalty. Today the Lord put you in my 
power, but I would not raise my hand against 
the Lord’s anointed.’

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 102: 1-4, 8, 10, 12-13. R. v. 8

R.  The Lord is kind and merciful.
1.  My soul, give thanks to the Lord, / all my 
being, bless his holy name. / My soul, give 
thanks to the Lord / and never forget all his 
blessings.  R.

2.  It is he who forgives all your guilt, / who 
heals every one of your ills, / who redeems 
your life from the grave, / who crowns you 
with love and compassion.  R.
3.  The Lord is compassion and love, / slow 
to anger and rich in mercy. / He does not 
treat us according to our sins / nor repay us 
according to our faults.  R.
4.  As far as the east is from the west / so far 
does he remove our sins. / As a father has 
compassion on his sons, / the Lord has pity 
on those who fear him.  R.

SECOND READING	 1 Cor 15: 45-49

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians.
Just as we have carried the earthly image, we 
must carry the heavenly image.
The first man, Adam, as scripture says, 
became a living soul; but the last Adam has 
become a life-giving spirit. That is, first the 
one with the soul, not the spirit, and after 
that, the one with the spirit. The first man, 
being from the earth, is earthly by nature; the 
second man is from heaven. As this earthly 
man was, so are we on earth; and as the 
heavenly man is, so are we in heaven. And 
we, who have been modelled on the earthly 
man, will be modelled on the heavenly man.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION	 Jn 13: 34 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I give you a new commandment: 
love one another as I have loved you. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Lk 6: 27-38

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Be merciful as your Father is merciful.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you 
who are listening: Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those who curse 
you, pray for those who treat you badly. To 
the man who slaps you on one cheek, present 
the other cheek too; to the man who takes 
your cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic. 
Give to everyone who asks you, and do not 
ask for your property back from the man who 
robs you. Treat others as you would like them 
to treat you. If you love those who love you, 
what thanks can you expect? Even sinners 
love those who love them. And if you do good 
to those who do good to you, what thanks can 
you expect? For even sinners do that much. 
And if you lend to those from whom you hope 
to receive, what thanks can you expect? Even 
sinners lend to sinners to get back the same 
amount. Instead, love your enemies and do 
good, and lend without any hope of return. 
You will have a great reward, and you will be 
sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind 
to the ungrateful and the wicked.
  ‘Be compassionate as your Father is 
compassionate. Do not judge, and you will 
not be judged yourselves; do not condemn, 
and you will not be condemned yourselves; 
grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. 
Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and 
running over, will be poured into your lap; 
because the amount you measure out is the 
amount you will be given back.’
  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.
I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. As we celebrate your mysteries, O Lord, 
with the observance that is your due, we 
humbly ask you, that what we offer to the 
honour of your majesty may profit us for 
salvation. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by 
your Cross and Resurrection you have set 
us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven  . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Ps 9: 2-3

I will recount all your wonders, I will 
rejoice in you and be glad, and sing 
psalms to your name, O Most High.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we 
may experience the effects of the salvation 
which is pledged to us by these mysteries. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R. Thanks be to God.
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