
St. John Bosco’s Parish 

29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                               Fr David Cartwright 

Phone:                                9337 9994 

Email:                                   niddrie@cam.org.au                       

Website:                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie    

Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:               5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:                      10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request, please call Fr David 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
Please contact the Parish Office 
 

 House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office. 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the presbytery, 
given to Fr David, or placed in the collection at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $1,036 
Thanksgiving: $1,577 
Loose: $350 
 

The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, Retired and 
sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, utilities, 
insurance, etc. 

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

Thank you for your generosity towards our 
parish - spiritually, physically and financially. 
If you are not a current contributor, we 
invite your participation: please visit our 
website or contact the parish office.  

Wisdom from the Saints 
Saint Joseph: [Pause in reverent silence] 

Our Liturgical Life   
The Liturgy of the Word    

 

 

 

 
 
 

Solemnities and during Holy Week, and also used to supplement Year B 
as the Gospel is shorter than the others. In this Year, we hear the well 
known ‘Eucharistic Discourse’ from Chapter six of St John.  

"No Jesus - no peace, Know Jesus - know peace!"  

Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 

it is grounded in the certainty that nothing and no one may ever    

separate us from God’s love: “Who will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 

or peril or the sword? No, in all these things we are more than       

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all    

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord” ( Rom 8:35.37-39).”  

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

On Sundays, the readings rotate on a three 
year cycle (A, B, C). On weekdays, the readings 
rotate on a two year cycle ( 1 & 2). Year A is 
the Gospel of St Matthew; Year B is the Gospel 
of St Mark and Year C is the Gospel of St Luke. 
The Gospel of St John is usually read during  

“By his perennial presence in the life of the pilgrim 

Church, the Holy Spirit illumines all believers with the 

light of hope. He keeps that light burning, like an      

ever-burning lamp, to sustain and invigorate our lives. 

Christian hope does not deceive or disappoint because  

  

 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

On this fourth Sunday of Lent, you will see something different. You will see 
Rose coloured vestments, instead of the usual purple we use during Lent. 
This colour, a lighter shade of purple, is used to remind us visually that Easter 
is drawing nearer. This can be a subtle reminder to us to take stock of our 
Lenten practices and prepare ourselves for Easter. We call this Sunday, 
‘Laetare Sunday’, from the Latin word for ‘rejoicing’. We rejoice that Easter is 
drawing near.  

I again encourage you to take part in our parish Lenten preparations: Adora-
tion and Mass on Tuesday evenings, Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings 
and the extra times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

On Wednesday 9 April, at 7pm we will have our Second Rite of Reconciliation 
with several visiting priests here to celebrate the Sacrament in preparation 
for Easter. Please note this in your diaries and encourage your families and 
friends to join us. If it has been a long time since you celebrated this Sacra-
ment, I encourage you to come back this Easter. Today’s Gospel is a wonder-
ful reminder of the unconditional love that God the Father has for us when 
we turn back to Him. As well as a Sacrament of forgiveness, it is also one of 
healing and strength for us. Looking into our lives, we know that we need 
forgiveness. The Lord waits for us. In the words of St John Paul II, I encourage 
you to ‘Be Not Afraid’.  

Next Sunday Daylight Savings ends. I have heard this referred to as ‘Sleep in 
Sunday’, where we have some extra time next Sunday morning. What better 
use of our time than to give some to God in worship at Mass, and perhaps 
some quiet prayer or scripture reading or spiritual reading? Hopefully the 
change of time brings some cooler weather for us, and some much needed 
rain! 

This Saturday evening, we welcome our Year 4 students and their families as 
they begin their preparation for their First Holy Communion later in May. 
Please keep them in your prayers. This can also be a moment for us to give 
thanks for the great gift of the Eucharist that we receive often. Let us contin-
ue to receive the Lord worthily and well each week. Next week we begin the 
month of April, which is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed Eucharist. We 
can perhaps make some extra time for Adoration during this month.  

Our Easter Raffle is proceeding well, and tickets will be on sale before and 
after Masses this weekend. Please consider supporting the parish and the 
Easter costs with your generosity in the raffle. Tickets can also be purchased 
with our ‘Tap and Go’ machines in the foyer.  

It’s not too late to ‘spiritually adopt’ someone for our Jubilee Prayer Cam-
paign, where we ‘spiritually’ bring them to Mass each Sunday and pray for 
them at Mass and do some small penance or prayer for them each week. Our 
Divine Mercy Novena this year (commencing on Good Friday) will be espe-
cially for the people we are praying for in this Campaign.  

Let’s continue to pray for each other, and to ask St John Bosco to pray for us.  

Fr David Cartwright 

Parish Priest 

First Friday 
This coming Friday 4 April is the First Friday of the month. There will be 
Confessions available from 9am - 9.20am and Benediction after 9.30am 
Mass.  

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Tuesday 7pm: Adrian McConnell 
Wednesday 9.30am:  
Thursday 9.30am:  Carl Pereira (anniversary) 
Friday 9.30am:  
Sat 5pm: Jubilee Prayer campaign intentions 
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

Project Compassion boxes and envelopes are available in the 
church foyer. 

Lenten Timetable 

Wednesday 9 April 

- 7pm: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation with visiting priests 

Fridays of Lent:  

- 7pm: Stations of the Cross (in the church) 

Tuesdays of Lent 

- 6.30pm to 6.50pm: Adoration and confessions  

- 7pm: Mass 

Confessions during Lent 

- Wed — Fri: 9am — 9.20am 

- Saturdays: 4.30pm — 4.50pm 

- Sundays: 10am — 10.20am 

Jubilee Prayer Campaign Prayer 
God our loving Father, 
In this Jubilee year we are called to be Pilgrims of Hope. 
Together we pray for those whom we especially commend to you in this 
Jubilee Prayer Campaign. 
(pause for silent prayer) 
Lord, we ask you to touch their hearts with your grace and love and peace.  
May each of us continue to be Pilgrims of Hope to all those we meet and bring 
your Good News to the world in this   Jubilee Year, especially those most in 
need at this time.  
We ask you to hear these prayers, in union with St John Bosco and all the 
saints.  
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

Jubilee Prayer Campaign 

4th Sunday of Lent 

- Receive Holy Communion this week for the person or intention in the 
Jubilee Prayer Campaign 

Divine Mercy Novena 

Commences Good Friday after Stations of the Cross at 11am. 

• Holy Saturday: Rosary & Novena Prayers at 9.30am 

• Easter Sunday: Rosary & Novena at 9.30am, followed by Mass at 

10.30am  

• Easter Monday (21 April) – Saturday 26 April:  

     Each day: Rosary at 9am, followed by Mass at 9.30am & Novena. 

• Divine Mercy Sunday (27 April): Rosary & Novena at 9.30am, followed 

by Mass at 10.30am.  

- Confessions: 9am – 10am  

- Drawing of Easter Raffle & Morning Tea after 10.30am Mass 

Easter Timetable 

Palm Sunday 

- Saturday 12 April - 5pm Vigil Mass 

- Sunday 13 April - 10.30 am: Blessing of Palms, Procession and Mass 

Holy Thursday - 17 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 7pm: Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper, Adoration until 9pm 

Good Friday - 18 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 11am: Stations of the Cross 

- 3pm: Celebration of the Lord's Passion 

Holy Saturday - 19 April 

- 10am: Confessions 

- 6pm: Solemn Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday - 20 April 

- 10.30am: Easter Mass 

Easter Raffle 
Thank you to all those generous people who donated to our Easter 
Raffle. Tickets will be on sale from this weekend until Easter. Tickets 
cost $2 each, 3 for $5 or 15 for $10. The funds raised will go towards 
the costs of Easter in the parish and the new altar cloth and  
vestments in the church. 

Daylight Savings end next weekend. Don't forget to turn your clock back 
one hour on Saturday night! 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
  
 
Direct credits can also be made: 
 

Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 

    BSB: 083 - 347                                                                                                     

    Acct No.: 6568 74974 

Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st      
collection) 

    BSB: 083 - 347                                                                                                       

    Acct No.: 6616 52479 

An option is now available for electronic card contributions to the 
Parish & Presbytery accounts. These terminals are available for use 
in the Church foyer before & after weekend Mass & electronic 
receipts are available via QR code.  

You can also donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts using this 
QR code: 

Welcome  

Today we welcome David & his family as he receives a Welcome and 
Blessing in preparation for his Baptism in our parish. You might like to 
accompany them in prayer by offering a 'Hail Mary' for David and his 
family. 

Funeral Notice 
The funeral prayers for Ernst Wegel will take place on Wednesday 2 April 
at 11am in the Church.  

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick:  
We pray for all the sick in our community 
 

Recently Deceased:  
Ernst Wegel 
 

Anniversaries and Remembrances:  
Berna & Leslie Bronkhurst; Paul McManus; Phyllis Allen;  
Shirley Paull; John Lyons; Angelo Marin; Adrian McConnell 

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie


GOD’S LAVISH DELIGHT
This Sunday’s Gospel brings us to the 
very heart of Luke’s teaching—forgiveness 
and God’s delight in the return of the 
sinner. The Gospel’s introduction sets 
the scene: Jesus attracts and dines with 
moral reprobates. Is this mirroring what’s 
happening with Luke’s householders as 
they gather for the Lord’s Supper? Like 
Jesus, are they too being criticised by 
religious legislators? 
Three parables follow. Our focus is on 
the third, the parable of two lost sons. 
Preachers often exclusively focus on the 
young son who demands his inheritance 
to leave the farm for a life of pleasure. The 
son is virtually treating his father as though 
dead when inheritances were usually 
bequeathed. He wants to completely cut 
family ties. We know what follows. The 
son’s need to address his chronic hunger 
and loneliness sitting with Earth’s most 
unclean creature, the pig, brings him to 
acknowledge his wrongdoing. He wants 
to return to his father’s farm not as a son 
but as a hired hand. 
The father’s longing for his son’s return 
is palpable and completely upturns social 
expectation. It reflects God’s visceral 
response to the lost one who returns. The 
second older son is also lost. His adamant 
rejection of his younger brother’s 
behaviour and his unwillingness to join 
the celebration of the brother’s return 
flags an attitude circulating in Luke’s 
world. The father’s plea to this son for 
a change of heart is also a plea to the 
Gospel audience: Are we able to celebrate 
the joy of God’s lavish delight over those 
we would prefer to exclude?  

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL	
Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.  Published 
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and  
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025.  
No 708. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

Fr Michael Trainor

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

THE JOY OF FORGIVENESS. The story of the prodigal son confirms Jesus’ words 
that there is great rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner. The joyful and 
lavish banquet prepared by the father to celebrate his son’s return is a symbol of 
the heavenly banquet. In this story the older son cuts himself off from the banquet. 
Unable to forgive like his father, he chooses to stay outside in his own private hell. 
May we know the joy of forgiveness and the joy of forgiving.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 cf. Isa 66:10-11

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling 
breast.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of 
heart: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT
P. O God, who through your Word reconcile 
the human race to yourself in a wonderful 
way, grant, we pray, that with prompt 
devotion and eager faith the Christian 
people may hasten toward the solemn 
celebrations to come. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Josh 5:9-12

A reading from the book of Joshua
The people of God went to the promised land 
and there kept the passover.
The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken 
the shame of Egypt away from you.’

  The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal 
and kept the Passover there on the fourteenth 
day of the month, at evening in the plain 
of Jericho. On the morrow of the Passover 
they tasted the produce of that country, 
unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, 
that same day. From that time, from their 
first eating of the produce of that country, the 
manna stopped falling. And having manna 
no longer, the Israelites fed from that year 
onwards on what the land of Canaan yielded.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 33:2-7. R. v. 9

R.	Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1.  I will bless the Lord at all times, / his 
praise always on my lips; / in the Lord my 
soul shall make its boast. / The humble shall 
hear and be glad.  R.
2.  Glorify the Lord with me. / Together let 
us praise his name. / I sought the Lord and 
he answered me; / from all my terrors he set 
me free.  R.
3.  Look towards him and be radiant; / let 
your faces not be abashed. / This poor man 
called; the Lord heard him / and rescued him 
from all his distress.  R.

SECOND READING	 2 Cor 5:17-21

A reading from the second letter of St Paul 
to the Corinthians
God reconciled us to himself through Christ.
For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new 
creation; the old creation has gone, and now 
the new one is here. It is all God’s work. It 
was God who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the work of handing on 
his reconciliation. In other words, God in 
Christ was reconciling the world to himself, 
not holding men’s faults against them, and 
he has entrusted to us the news that they are 
reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ; 
it is as though God were appealing through 
us, and the appeal that we make in Christ’s 
name is: be reconciled to God. For our sake 
God made the sinless one into sin, so that in 
him we might become the goodness of God.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Lk 15:18

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ!

I will rise and go to my father and tell him:

Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you.

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ!

GOSPEL	 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Your brother here was dead and has come to life.
The tax collectors and the sinners were all 
seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he 
had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes 
complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this 
parable to them:
  ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to 
his father, “Father, let me have the share of 
the estate that would come to me.” So the 
father divided the property between them. A 
few days later, the younger son got together 
everything he had and left for a distant 
country where he squandered his money on 
a life of debauchery.
  ‘When he had spent it all, that country 
experienced a severe famine, and now he 
began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself 
out to one of the local inhabitants who put 
him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he 
would willingly have filled his belly with the 
husks the pigs were eating but no one offered 
him anything. Then he came to his senses and 
said, “How many of my father’s paid servants 
have more food than they want, and here am 
I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and 
go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you; I no longer 
deserve to be called your son; treat me as one 
of your paid servants.” So he left the place 
and went back to his father.
  ‘While he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to 
the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed 
him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But 
the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring 

out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the 
calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are 
going to have a feast, a celebration, because 
this son of mine was dead and has come back 
to life; he was lost and is found.” And they 
began to celebrate.

  ‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and 
on his way back, as he drew near the house, 
he could hear music and dancing. Calling one 
of the servants he asked what it was all about. 
“Your brother has come” replied the servant 
“and your father has killed the calf we had 
fattened because he has got him back safe and 
sound.” He was angry then and refused to go 
in, and his father came out to plead with him; 
but he answered his father, “Look, all these 
years I  have slaved for you and never once 
disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered 
me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with 
my friends. But for this son of yours, when he 
comes back after swallowing up your property 
– he and his women – you kill the calf we had 
been fattening.”

  ‘The father said, “My son, you are with me 
always and all I have is yours. But it is only 
right we should celebrate and rejoice, because 
your brother here was dead and has come to 
life; he was lost and is found.” ’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. We place before you with joy these 
offerings, which bring eternal remedy, O Lord, 
praying that we may both faithfully revere 
them and present them to you, as is fitting, for 
the salvation of all the world. Through Christ 
our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I AND II OF LENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Lk 15:32

You must rejoice, my son,
for your brother was dead and has come 
to life;
he was lost and is found.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. O God, who enlighten everyone who 
comes into this world, illuminate our hearts, 
we pray, with the splendour of your grace, 
that we may always ponder what is worthy 

and pleasing to your majesty and love you in 
all sincerity. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R. Thanks be to God.

30 March 2025Fourth Sunday of Lent / C


