for the strength to survive sll that is going to !
happen, and to stand with confidence before
PREFACE | OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of vour glory
' Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

the Son of Man.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to vou, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed
|__believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invis-
ible.l believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. | believe
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.| confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

F. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisterz), that
mvy sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

your hands for the praise and glory of his
- P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
tales away the sins of the world. Bleczed are
¢ thoze called to the supper of the Lamb.

© R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,
- but only say the word
- and my soul shall be healed.

- COMMUNION ANTIPHON
- The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our
. carth shall yield its increase. :
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

‘B May these nuysteries, O Lord, in which

. we have participated, profit us, we pray, for

name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P Accept, we pray, 0 Lord, theze DfEerj;ngs
we maks, gathered from ameng your gifts to
us, and may what you grant us to celebrate
devoutly here below gain for us the prize

of eternal redemption. Through Chrizt cur
Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

F The Lord be with you.

R. And with vour spirit.

E Lift up your hearts.

K. We lift them up to the Lord.

P Let uz give thanks to the Lord cur Ged.
R. It is right and just.

who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

F. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

F. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . ..

F. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are vours now and for ever.

P Lord Jesus Christ, who ssid - . .

R. Amen.

. P The peace of the Lord be with you alwsays.
- R. And with your spirit.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST [t
After the priest raizes the paten with the bread

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to LAME OF GOD

¢ All: Lamb of God, vou take away the sins
- of the world, have mercy on us.

i Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

© the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

. the world, grant us peace.

F Let uz offer each other the sign of peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

| even now, as we walk amid passing things,

wou teach us by them to love the things

WELCOME AND THANK YOU
Today we welcome Fr Michael Trainor as our reflection writer. Fr Michael
is senior lecturer in biblical studies with the Australian Catholic University
and parish priest of Lockleys in the Archdiocese of Adelaide. His area of
specialisation is the study of the New Testament and its relevance for our
contemporary world, ecology and pastoral life.

We are very grateful and thank Dr Rosemary Canavan for her insightful
reflections on the readings during the past liturgical year.

Psg4:13 |
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¢ of hesven and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ cur Lord.
E. Amen.

3 THE CONCLUDING RITES
P The Loxd be with you.

¢ R. And with your spirit.

- P May almighty God bless you,

. the Father, and the Son, ¥ and the
. Holy Spirit.

¢ K. Amen.

. P Go forth, the Mass iz ended.

. R. Thanks be to God.

© BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

STAY AWAKE!

On thiz First Sunday of Advent we come
into a new liturgical year with the Gospel
of Luke, penned for urban Greco-Roman
followers of Jesus, possibly living in Rome
in the late first century of the Christian
Era, arcund 85CE.

Today’'s Gospel proclamation comes
from a particular literary style, called
‘apocalypticism’. It iz a style not to be
taken literally It iz more like theclogical
poetry intending its listener to recognise
images that come from the writings and
prophets of the First (*Old") Testament.
Itz fundamental insight iz a reminder
that, despite all the c.ala.l:nity and
upheaval present in the world, Ged is
present and liberating. Rather than being
overwhelmed by global trapedies and
disasters, Luke's audience is encouraged
to ‘stand erect .. with heads held high’
and recognize that freedom and releaze are
near. Jesus followers are to be confident in
God's presence and care of them, themes
that Lule will repest throughout the year.
Sometimes we can be overwhelmed
by slobal events. At the beginning of
thiz new liturgical year, today's Gospel
proclamation iz timely It iz a reminder
that a different, divine power iz at work.
Hence, Luke’s injunction, ‘Stay awsake'.
We need thiz reminder We can forget
or be lulled into a form of spiritual
fm’geftfu]ness ]:r:,- the unimportant or
ephemeral. Advent becomes this precious
moment to allow curselves to view the
world with faith and confidence in the
continual care of God.

Fr MicHaer Tramior
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION
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First SunpAY OF Apvent / C

YOUR LIBERATION IS NEAR! The early Christians expected the Lord’s return in glory
to be very soon. 5t Paul explained to them that the Lord was delaying in coming for a
good purpose, to give them the opportunity to grow in love and make progress in the
kind of life they were meant to live. May we also make good use of the present time

to deepen our love for one another that we may be ready on the day Christ comes to

set us free.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

i Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
~ the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

- R. Amen.

J LITURGY OF THE WORD

- FIRST READING
- A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
I will cause a good seed fo spring forth from :
| Deavid

| See, the days are coming — it is the Lord

- who speals — when | am going to fulfil the
premise I made to the House of [zrael and
the House of Judah:

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Cf. Ps 24:1-3
To you, I lift up my soul. O my God. In
vou, I have trusted: let me not be put

to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over
me; and let none who hope in you be put
to shame.

GREETING

F In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Haly Spirit.

E. Amen.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the lowve of God, and the communion of the
Hoaly Spirit be with you all.

E. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
oursehves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: T confess to almighty God and to
vou, my brothers and sisters, that I
have greatly sinned, in my thoughts
and in my words, in what I have done
and in what [ have failed to do, through
my fault, through my fault, (sériking the
breast) through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints, and you. my
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to
the Lord our God.

P May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

E. Amen.

V. Lord, have mercy

E. Lord, have mercy.

W Christ, have mercy

R. Christ, have merey.

V. Lord, have mercy

E. Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria iz not said during Advent.

COLLECT

P Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty
God, the rezalve to run forth to meet your
Christ with rj:ghtecrus deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand, they may

- RESP PSALM
- R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

1. Lord, make me L:n«:rwyciur ways. J Lord,
. teach me your paths. / Make me walk in

¢ your truth, and teach me: / for you are God

my savicur. R.

. 2. The Lord is good and upright. / He shows
- the path to those who stray, / he guides the

© humble in the right path; / he teaches his
way to the poor. K.

3. His ways are faithfulness and love / for

- those who keep his covenant and will. / The
Lord’s friendship is for those who revers
him; / to them he revesls hiz covenant. E.

SECOND READING
- Arcading from the first letter of St Paul
- to the Thessalonians

When Christ comes may he strengthen your | and the cares of life, and that day will be

sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will
i come down on every living man on the face

© of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times

be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.

‘In those days and at that time,

I 'will make a virtuous Branch grow for
David,

who shall practize honesty and integrity in
the land.

In those days Judah shall be saved

and Izrael shall dwell in confidence.

And this is the name the city will be called:

The Lord-our-integrity’

The word of the Lord.

- R. Thanks be to God.

Ps 24:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14. FBow 1

i hearts in holiness.

ME}rﬂ'&.eLnrdbegenerousinMeasingym
Elmudmah}mlmommatheruid
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the whole human race az much az we lowve

¢ you. And may he so confirm your hearts in
Jer 33:14-16 holiness that you may be blameless in the
sight of our God and Father when our Lord

Jesuz Christ comes with all hiz saints.

Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to

you in the Lord Jesus to make more and maore
progress in the kind of life that you are meant
© to live: the life that God wants, sz you leamnt
from uz, and as you are already living it. You
- have not forgotten the instructions we gave
you on the authority of the Lord Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

. R. Thanks be to God.

- GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

- Alleluia, alleluia!

. Lord, show us your mercy and love,
- and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

- GOSPEL

- P. The Lord be with you.
¢ R. And with your spirit
- P A reading from the holy Gospel according

i to Luke.

" R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Your redemption is near at hand.

Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs
¢ in the sun and moon and stars; on earth

Ps 84:8

Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour
. of the ocean and its waves; men dying of
© fear as they await what menaces the world,
. for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And
then they will see the Son of Man coming in
& cloud with power and great glory When
theze things begin to take place, stand erect,
hald your heads high, becauze your liberation

1 Thess 3:12—4:2 is near at hand.’

“Watch }-«:uurselves, or your heartz will be

coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness



PARISH WEBSITE
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
SEMINARIAN: Bro Nicolas Calandra
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday Morning: 9.15am
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat
(Friday will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to 5.45pm
before 6pm Mass or upon request

BAPTISM
Please contact the Parish Centre on 9791 4611

MARRIAGE
Please book the Church at the same time as
you book your venue. As marriage preparation
is an essential condition of marriage, you must
book your preparation course at least 4 months
prior to the wedding. Further details can be ob-
tained from Fr. Sebastian

HOUSE BLESSING
If any Parishioner would like their house to be
blessed, please contact Franca or at the Parish
office on 9791-4611 to make a booking with
either Fr Sebastian

COMMUNION AND ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-4611 if a
sick person is seriously ill, homebound or hospi-
talised and wants to receive Holy Communion or
the Sacrament of Anointing.

Any parishioners who take Communion to the
sick, could you please put your name and the
person you are taking Communion to, into the
Communion to the Sick book. This book is kept

in the sacristy.

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650
New St, Dandenong.

Principal: Terry Gardiner

St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000
Caroline St, Dandenong.

Principal: Timothy Hogan

St. Mary’s Community Centre 7064 3928
Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

BINGO AT ST MARY’S

St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at 12noon &
Saturdays at 6.30pm_in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong
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THE CANDLE OF

HOPE

The first candle, which is purple, symbolizes hope. It is sometimes
called the “Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the prophets,
especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ. It represents the
expectation felt in anticipation of the coming Messiah.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on the first Thursday of the month.
THURSDAY 5TH DECEMBER after morning mass followed with
Adoration concluding with Benediction at 8:30pm. We will need at

least 3 volunteers to cover the day and evening hours. A sign up sheet is

in the church foyer if you would like to reserve your spot.

There will be individual confessions from 6:00pm-8:30pm

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS

Recently Deceased:

Anniversaries: Ernano Di Meo
Alessandro Vecchio, Mary Canning,
Giuseppe & Raffaela Colletti

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan,

z J
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Christmas Carols q ===
We Invite you to celebrate this special gﬁ

time of the year with us !
Come and enjoy the carols with your family and friends.
Friday, 13th December 2024

at 6:30pm (in the Church)

EVENT: ST MARY’S NEW YEARS EVE DINNER DANCE
DATE: TUESDAY 31ST, DECEMBER 2024
TIME: SPM-MIDNIGHT

WHERE: ST MARY’S COMMUNITY CENTRE,
NEW STREET, DANDENONG
$45 PER HEAD
TICKETS WILL BE ON SALE AFTER EACH MASS

COST:

ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG
CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE 2024/25

Parish Christmas Carols Evening
Friday 13 December 2024 — 6:30 pm

Simbang Gabi (Night Mass) Filipino Tradition
15th — 23rd December at 7:30 pm

Confession
Thursday 19 December — 10 am & also at 6 pm — 7:30 pm.
Monday 23rd December— 6 pm—7:00pm

Christmas Eve — Tuesday 24th December 2024
9:15 am Mass
5:00 pm Christmas Carols
5:30 pm Family Mass
8:00 pm Chaldean (Arabic) Mass
11:30 pm Christmas Carols
Midnight Mass — Midnight.

Christmas Day — Wednesday 25 December 2024
8:30 am & 10:30 am — Mass
12:30 pm Chaldean Mass
Please Note: No evening Mass at 5:30 pm on Christmas Day

Thursday 26th to Saturday 28th December 2024
9:15 am Mass
Saturday 28th December 2024
6:00pm Vigil Mass

Feast of the Holy Family — Sunday 29th December 2024
8:30 am, 10:30 am & 5:30 pm Mass
12:30 pm Chaldean Mass

New Year's Eve — 31 December 2024
9:00 am — Adoration followed by Mass at 10:00 am, in thanksgiving for the year.
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God — 1 January 2025
8:30 am, 10:30 am & 5:30 pm — Mass
12:30 pm Chaldean Mass.

PARISH PILGRIMAGES 2025

Dear Parishioners as you are aware Holy Father Pope Francis has
announced that 2025 will be the year of Jubilee, something which
happens every 25 years. The theme is “Pilgrims of Hope”.

St Mary’s Parish as announced earlier this year is organising to visit some
of the sacred shrines of eastern europe e.g. Divine Mercy (Poland),
Infant Jesus (Prague), Medjuogorje (Bosnia) and also some of the Marian
Shrines Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal) and other
Holy places in Italy
Divine Mercy Pilgrimage (May 2025)

Marian Shrines of Europe Pilgrimage (June 2025)
FLYERS ARE AVAILABLE IN CHURCH FOYER

NEW THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES The new set of Thanksgiving
Envelopes for 15th December 2024 to 8th June 2025 are now ready for
collection from the church foyer. If you are a Direct Debit or Credit Card Giver
and would like a Thanksgiving Statement, please email or contact the parish
office. Thank you.

Bro. Nicolas will be hosting ADVENT REFLECTIONS every
Tuesday in Advent 3rd, 10th & 17th December 2024
7:00-8:00pm. Parish Meeting Room 1 all are welcome.

Embark on a spiritual journey of illumination this Advent and
Christmas with The Light: Advent and Christmas Daily Reflections
2024 The Light is a comprehensive 88-page book of daily reflec-
tions designed to deepen your spiritual journey from the beginning of &
Advent (1 December 2024) through to the Baptism of the Lord (12 [
January 2025), The book only cost $5.00 and is available at the Piety i
Stall. :

ROSTER WEEKEND 7-8 DEC CHRISTMAS to NEW YEAR

MASS SIGN UP SHEETS

READERS The Sign up sheets for Christmas
6:00pm:  Albert & Liz Eve, Christmas Day, New Year
8:30am:  Yolande & Marie Masses (24" December to 1*
10:30am: Bernadette & Pamela January) are kept in the church
) ) . . foyer. All Mass Volunteers are
5:30pm:  Neville & Sharmini o7
invited to put your name on the
sheets, if you would like to be a
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS reader, eucharistic minister or
6:00pm:  Robert, Elizabeth & Theresa altar server.

8:30am: Valerie, Russell & Roseline Choir & Counters rosters will
10:30am: Thorwald & Edith remain the same (except for
5:30pm:  Marie, Graham & Wilma Christmas Eve and Christmas

Day)

Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen
Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilligan,
Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phy-
land, Desmond Hopper, Chris Grubb, Sol-
ofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Pe-
rez, Alan John Borninkhof, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen,
Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Ger-
mano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills,
Reuben Jacobs, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah,
Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,
Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa

(The privacy legislation requires us to have written
permission by an authorised person before any
name can be printed )in the Marian.

(IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO

COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT
THE PARISH OFFICE)

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:

Saturday afternoons 4.30pm-5.30pm in the
Fellowship Room followed by Rosary
before 6pm Mass

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the church
AL-ANON : Tuesday evenings at 8pm in the
Fellowship Room. For more information
call 1300 252 666

VINCENTIAN RETREAT CENTRE:
Fridays Mass with healing prayer 7pm

ST EPHREM CHALDEAN CHURCH:
Sundays Mass (Arabic) 12.30pm

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:

3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

MENS GROUP

1st Thursday of month (Marian Room) 6pm
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP

1st Sunday of month (Parish Centre) 6:30pm

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $1418.00

Presbytery $375.00 Loose: $1540.00
Support our Parish

If you would like to make direct payments
to our bank accounts, the details are:

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our priests
and the Archdiocese

Presbytery Account:

NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to

the safety, wellbeing and dignity

of all children, young people and
vulnerable adult




