Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn
Third Sunday of Easter (verc)
4 May 2025
readings Raise Your Voices The Parish of St Mary’s
Next Week

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 13:14, 43-52
Ps99:1-3,5
Rev 7:9, 14-17
Jn 10:27-30

in a nutshell

Joy Comes With The Dawn. The
disciples of Jesus went through the
blackest of nights on the sea of
Tiberias. They were weighed down
by grief and shock at the death of
Jesus, and guilt for denying him in
the case of Peter. And they caught no
fish. But joy came with the dawn
when the risen Christ appeared to
them. They caught many fish, shared
a meal with him and Peter
experienced forgiveness. The risen
Christ comes to us in the Eucharist
bringing nourishment, forgiveness
and light.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially,
John Laan, Harry & Dorothy Heering,
Jim & Pat Henshaw, Fr Pat Purcell.
For those who have died recently
especially Pope Francis, and those
whose anniversary occur at this
time.

of special note

Please pray for the repose of the soul
of Pope Francis and for the Cardinals
who will be gathering in Rome on
Wednesday to elect the next Pope.

Entrance Antiphon

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to
the glory of his name. O render him glorious
praise, alleluia.

Psalm Response

(R.) I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued
me.

| will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me
and have not let my enemies rejoice over me.

O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead,
restored me to life from those who sink into the
grave. (R.)

Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him,

give thanks to his holy name.

His anger lasts but a moment; his favour through
life.

At night there are tears, but joy comes with
dawn. (R.)

The Lord listened and had pity.

The Lord came to my help.

For me you have changed my mourning into
dancing;

O Lord my God, | will thank you for ever. (R.)

Gospel acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation; he has
shown pity on all people.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Jesus said to his disciples: Come and eat. And he
took bread and gave it to him, alleluia.

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

Sunday Mass
Saturday—5:00pm

Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—6:00pm
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Tuesday—5:10pm-5:40pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Tuesday 5:00pm
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Our Parish is committed to the care,
wellbeing and protection of children,
and vulnerable people in our
community.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH
Ways to contribute to the financial viability of the
Parish:

Cash donations and envelopes in the labelled
boxes in the narthex,
Tap and Go terminals,
the QR code

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330

Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm or Alan Somers
0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee on first
and third Saturdays of the month at 8:00 —
10:00 am. Thank you to the volunteers who
turn up to assist with the maintenance of
the grounds around the church.

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, May 13
Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm

Parish Council 8:00pm

Parish Notices

The Conclave will begin on Wednesday, 7 May
Please pray for the Cardinals gathering in Rome on Wednesday to begin the
process of electing a new Pope. May God grant us a good and holy Pope!

Supporting the Parish

As collections for presbytery and church are not taken up within the Mass,
your envelopes/cash donations can be placed in the boxes in the foyer.
Alternatively you can use the QR code opposite or the EFTPOS terminals.
Thank you for your generosity in support of the parish and priest. Special
Collections will be taken up by passing the basket in the mass.

Project Compassion Boxes are due by May 4™".
Please place them by the collection boxes or give them to father.

May Mass Counts

Each year the parish is asked to complete mass counts for each weekend in
May. This annual count taken in May is important for pastoral planning
activities across the archdiocese and parish and allows for comparisons to be
made across the years.

Marriage Anniversary Mass—June 1 at 11:00am

Couples and their families are invited to join us as we celebrate the gift of
marriage and family, coinciding with the Jubilee of Families. Couples who
register and are celebrating the following anniversaries—5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30,
35 or 40 years and above—will receive a commemorative certificate.

Please register for your spot by Sunday 25 May.

For any queries, please contact the Proclaim team on 9926 5761 or
at proclaim@cam.org.au.

Good Shepherd Sunday Next Sunday

We celebrate the World Day of Prayer for Vocations this weekend. During
this coming week, you may like to make a prayer each day for more vocations
to the priesthood and consecrated life. Perhaps there is a young person you
may know to pray for by name this week.

Special Collection—CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal

CatholicCare Victoria works with individuals, families and communities to
build strength, resilience, and empowerment to reach their full potential.
Your generous donation will help the most vulnerable members of our
community — those facing homelessness, those experiencing mental health
challenges, families struggling with relationship problems, newly arrived
refugees and asylum seekers, and those experiencing grief and trauma.
Please donate to CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal. Your compassion and
generosity will help the most vulnerable and marginalised in our community.
You can donate using the appeal envelope available, donate online at
www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515. All gifts of $2 and above
are tax deductible.

Stewardship Corner

“...Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third time, ‘Do you love
me?’ and he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that | love
you.” Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.”” (John 21:17)

How often do you actually say the words “I love you” to Jesus, to family
members, or to friends? We are made to be in relationship with God and
each other. Sincerely telling someone that you love them is the best gift you
can give them because it comes from your heart. You are giving them the gift
of yourself. We all were made by love and for love. Tell someone you love
them every day.
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May 18th—Sausage sizzle and Bake Sale

To make our cake stall successful, we are calling on parishioners
to donate something they have baked to sell at the ‘Bake Sale’
on Sunday fortnight. As we need to be aware of allergens please
list the ingredients. Sweet or savoury welcome!

Adoration of the Eucharist

Adoration: Some spiritual writers recommend a mechanical
division of the Holy Hour into four parts: thanksgiving, petition,
adoration, reparation. This is unnecessarily artificial. An hour’s
conversation with a friend is not divided into four rigid segments
or parts. The Holy Hour is not an official prayer, it is personal.
(Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen)

Sacrament of Mercy: Divine grace and human freedom work
together for the salvation of our souls. God the Father doesn’t
just leave the door open to us, but he awaits us! It is up to us to
decide to enter the door of God’s mercy. (Pope Francis)
Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist:
Tuesday at 5:00pm & Friday mornings 8:00am. Yarra Junction,
Thursday nights at 6:00pm. Confessions available during
Adoration.

Jubilee Year—Pilgrims of Hope

On Christmas Eve 2024, Pope Francis symbolically opened the
Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica, marking the start of the 2025
Jubilee Year. Jubilee years happen every 25 years and are times
of reconciliation and renewal. The theme of this Jubilee is
Pilgrims of Hope. If you are unable to travel to Rome during the
Jubilee Year, you are invited on a local journey of reconciliation
and renewal by participating in the 2025 Jubilee at one or more
of the many Pilgrim Places across the Catholic Archdiocese of
Melbourne, where plenary indulgences may be obtained as part
of this very special time. Pilgrim Places across the Archdiocese of
Melbourne will offer extended hours, additional Masses,
Reconciliation, and Adoration. Pilgrims will receive a
commemorative postcard, monthly reflections, and a Pilgrim
Passport (available for a small donation) to be stamped at each
location. Local Pilgrim Places will welcome visitors from February
2025 to 6 January 2026. Besides the Cathedral as a Pilgrim
Place, Sacred Heart Church, Croydon is the closest to us. A not
too distant pilgrimage location, which offers various experiences
for pilgrims this Jubilee Year, including Masses, Reconciliation
and adoration.

Something to make you Smile!

An investment counsellor decided to go out on her own. She
was shrewd and diligent, so business kept coming in, and pretty
soon she realised that she needed an in-house counsel. Excited
at her runaway success, she began to interview young lawyers.
“As I'm sure you can understand,” she started off with one of the
first applicants, “in a business like this, our personal integrity
must be beyond question.” She leaned forward. “Mr. Peterson,
are you an honest lawyer?” “Honest?” replied the job prospect.
“Let me tell you something about honesty ...” Why, I'm so honest
that my father lent me $15,000 for my education, and | paid back
every penny the minute | tried my very first case.” Bowled over
by the apparent honour of the applicant she exclaimed:
“Impressive. And what sort of case was that?” The lawyer

squirmed in his seat and admitted: “He sued me for the money.”
sourced from www.majellan.media

Readings Reflection

Fire of Love

There are two places in Scripture where the curious
detail of a “charcoal fire” is mentioned.

One is in today’s Gospel, where the Apostles return from
fishing to find bread and fish warming on the fire.

The other is in the scene in the High Priest’s courtyard
on Holy Thursday, where Peter and some guards and
slaves themselves while Jesus is

warm being

interrogated inside (see John 18:18).

At the first fire, Peter denied knowing Jesus three times,
as Jesus had predicted (see John 13:38; 18:15-18, 25-
27).

Today’s charcoal fire becomes the scene of Peter’s
repentance, as three times Jesus asks him to make a
profession of love. Jesus’ thrice repeated command
“feed My sheep” shows that Peter is being appointed as
the shepherd of the Lord’s entire flock, the head of His
Church (see also Luke 22:32).

Jesus’ question: “Do you love me more than these?” is a
pointed reminder of Peter’s pledge to lay down his life
for Jesus, even if the other Apostles might weaken
(see John 13:37; Matthew 26:33; Luke 22:33).

Jesus then explains just what Peter’s love and leadership
will require, foretelling Peter’s death by crucifixion (“you
will stretch out your hands”).

Before His own death, Jesus had warned the Apostles
that they would be hated as He was hated, that they
would suffer as He suffered (see Matthew 10:16-
19,22; John 15:18-20; 16:2).

We see the beginnings of that persecution in today’s
First Reading. Flogged as Jesus was, the Apostles
nonetheless leave “rejoicing that they have been found
worthy to suffer.”

Their joy is based on their faith that God will change
their “mourning into dancing,” as we sing in today’s
Psalm. By their sufferings, the know, they will be
counted worthy to stand in heaven before “the Lamb
that was slain,” a scene glimpsed in today’s Second
Reading (see also Revelation 6:9-11).

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice! rs118:24

The Lord's Day — as Sunday was called from Apostolic times — has always been accorded special attention in the history of
the Church because of its close connection with the very core of the Christian mystery. In fact, in the weekly reckoning of
time Sunday recalls the day of Christ’s Resurrection. It is Easter which returns week by week, celebrating Christ's victory
over sin and death, the fulfilment in him of the first creation and the dawn of "the new creation" (cf. 2 Cor 5:17). It is the day
which recalls in grateful adoration the world's first day and looks forward in active hope to "the last day", when Christ will
come in glory (cf. Acts 1:11; 1 Th 4:13-17) and all things will be made new (cf. Rev 21:5).

Rightly, then, the Psalmist's cry is applied to Sunday: "This is the day which the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be glad in
it" (Ps 118:24). This invitation to joy, which the Easter liturgy makes its own, reflects the astonishment which came over the
women who, having seen the crucifixion of Christ, found the tomb empty when they went there "very early on the first day
after the Sabbath" (Mk 16:2). It is an invitation to relive in some way the experience of the two disciples of Emmaus, who
felt their hearts "burn within them" as the Risen One walked with them on the road, explaining the Scriptures and revealing
himself in "the breaking of the bread" (cf. Lk 24:32,35). And it echoes the joy — at first uncertain and then overwhelming —
which the Apostles experienced on the evening of that same day, when they were visited by the Risen Jesus and received
the gift of his peace and of his Spirit (cf. Jn 20:19-23).

The Resurrection of Jesus is the fundamental event upon which Christian faith rests (cf. 1 Cor15:14). It is an astonishing
reality, fully grasped in the light of faith, yet historically attested to by those who were privileged to see the Risen Lord. It is
a wondrous event which is not only absolutely unique in human history, but which lies at the very heart of the mystery of
time. In fact, "all time belongs to [Christ] and all the ages", as the evocative liturgy of the Easter Vigil recalls in preparing the
Paschal Candle. Therefore, in commemorating the day of Christ's Resurrection not just once a year but every Sunday, the
Church seeks to indicate to every generation the true fulcrum of history, to which the mystery of the world's origin and its
final destiny leads.

Since the Eucharist is the very heart of Sunday, it is clear why, from the earliest centuries, the Pastors of the Church have
not ceased to remind the faithful of the need to take part in the liturgical assembly. "Leave everything on the Lord's Day",
urges the third century text known as the Didascalia, "and run diligently to your assembly, because it is your praise of God.
Otherwise, what excuse will they make to God, those who do not come together on the Lord's Day to hear the word of life
and feed on the divine nourishment which lasts forever?". The faithful have generally accepted this call of the Pastors with
conviction of soul and, although there have been times and situations when this duty has not been perfectly met, one
should never forget the genuine heroism of priests and faithful who have fulfilled this obligation even when faced with
danger and the denial of religious freedom, as can be documented from the first centuries of Christianity up to our own
time.

In his first Apology addressed to the Emperor Antoninus and the Senate, Saint Justin proudly described the Christian
practice of the Sunday assembly, which gathered in one place Christians from both the city and the countryside. When,
during the persecution of Diocletian, their assemblies were banned with the greatest severity, many were courageous
enough to defy the imperial decree and accepted death rather than miss the Sunday Eucharist. This was the case of the
martyrs of Abitina, in Proconsular Africa, who replied to their accusers: "Without fear of any kind we have celebrated the
Lord's Supper, because it cannot be missed; that is our law"; “We cannot live without the Lord's Supper". As she confessed
her faith, one of the martyrs said: "Yes, | went to the assembly and | celebrated the Lord's Supper with my brothers and
sisters, because | am a Christian".

Since Sunday is the weekly Easter, recalling and making present the day upon which Christ rose from the dead, it is also the
day which reveals the meaning of time. It has nothing in common with the cosmic cycles according to which natural religion
and human culture tend to impose a structure on time, succumbing perhaps to the myth of eternal return. The Christian
Sunday is wholly other! Springing from the Resurrection, it cuts through human time, the months, the years, the centuries,
like a directional arrow which points them towards their target: Christ's Second Coming. Sunday foreshadows the last day,
the day of the Parousia, which in a way is already anticipated by Christ's glory in the event of the Resurrection.

In fact, everything that will happen until the end of the world will be no more than an extension and unfolding of what
happened on the day when the battered body of the Crucified Lord was raised by the power of the Spirit and became in turn
the wellspring of the Spirit for all humanity. Christians know that there is no need to wait for another time of salvation,
since, however long the world may last, they are already living in the last times. Not only the Church, but the cosmos itself
and history are ceaselessly ruled and governed by the glorified Christ. It is this life-force which propels creation, "groaning in
birth-pangs until now" (Rom 8:22), towards the goal of its full redemption. Mankind can have only a faint intuition of this
process, but Christians have the key and the certainty. Keeping Sunday holy is the important witness which they are called
to bear, so that every stage of human history will be upheld by hope.

Pope St John Paull Il, From Dies Domini



