
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church 
Mount Evelyn 

 

Sixth Sunday of  Easter (Year B) 

5 May 2024 

Readings 
 
 

Next Week 
The Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 
Ps 46:2-3, 6-9 
Eph 1:17-23 
Mk 16:15-20 

 
 
 

in a nutshell 
 
I call you friends. We often refer to 
Jesus by honorific titles, such as 
Lord, but do we think of him, as he 
thinks of us, as a friend? The 
Talmud suggests that we should do 
two things: acquire a teacher and  
choose a friend. In Jesus we have 
both the best teacher and the best 
friend we could ever hope to have.  

 
 
 

we pray for 
 
all who  are  sick or  suffering and 
those parishioners unable to be 
among us this weekend: Harry &  
Dorothy Heering , Frankie Petinella 
For those who have died recently 
and all those whose anniversary  
occurs at this time.  
 
 
 

of special note 
 

BBQ after 10:30am Mass  at the 
school hall. 

 
More information inside! 

The Parish of St Mary’s 
 
 
 

Parish Priest 
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU 

 

Parish Secretary 
Janine Meades 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Thursday 

9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
Sunday Mass 

Saturday—6:30pm (EST) 
  5:00pm (EDST) 
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm 

 
Weekday Mass & Rosary 

Tuesday—9:00am 
Thursday—9:00am  

Friday—9:00am 
Rosary prayed before morning Mass 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm 

Friday—8:10am-8:40am 
 

Exposition 
Friday at 8:00am 

 
 
 
 

Weddings 
Please contact the office 

 

Baptisms 
Please see Father after Mass 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Primary School 
Principal: Angela Glennie 

 

Website: 
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au 

Raise Your Voices 
 

 
 Entrance Antiphon 

 
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; 
proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has 
freed his people, alleluia. 
 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 

(R.) The Lord has revealed to the nations his 
saving power. 
 
Sing a new song to the Lord  
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.) 
 
The Lord has made known his salvation;  
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. (R.) 
 
All the ends of the earth have seen  
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. (R.) 
 
 
 

Gospel acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, and my 
Father will love them and we will come to them. 
Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 

If you love me, keep my commandments, says 
the Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will 
send you another Paraclete, to abide with you 
for ever, alleluia. 
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Child Safety 
Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our 
Parish is committed to the care, wellbeing 
and protection of children, and vulnerable 
people in our community. 
Remember children should be accompanied 
by an adult family member to the toilet.  

 
Safeguarding Committee 

Fr Michel 
Janine Meades 

Alan Somers 
Sue Van der Linden 

Karla Zmegac 
 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Car Parking –WEEKDAY Masses 
Please use available car parks for Mass 
rather than the front of the church leaving 
the front  for the truly disabled. 
 

Do you need a Helping Hand? 
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330 
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s 
Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan Somers 
0419 134 300 
 

Bulletin notices:  by 12:00 noon Thursday 
please: mountevelyn@cam.org.au  
 
For positions vacant within the Diocese 
visit:  
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 

 

Regular Gardening/Working Bee—1st & 3rd 

Saturday 
Thank you to the volunteers who turn up to 
assist with the maintenance of the grounds 
around the church.   
 

Parish Meetings: Tuesday,  

Finance Committee  7:00pm 

Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm 

Parish Council 8:00pm 

 

Parish Notices 
 

Parish Sausage Sizzle—May 5 
The first Parish BBQ is on after the 10:30 Mass. As always we thank SVDP 
group for their contributions. Please stay and mingle with fellow 
parishioners.  Children have fun on the Jumping Castle.  
 
Volunteer to Vacuum Church—Urgent 
If you are able to volunteer some of your time to vacuum the church once a 
month please speak to  Anne van Tilburg or send her an email at  
annevan.tilburg@gmail.com or call the office.  
 
Supporting the Parish 
As Collections are no longer taken up during Mass there are a number of 
ways to contribute to the financial viability of the Parish: 
• Cash donations can be posted in the labelled boxes in the narthex  
• Tap and Go terminals  
• Via the QR code on this page  
• Direct Debit  BSB 083347 Church: 648531736, Presbytery: 649237379 
• To donate via the Stewardship Program notify the office. 
 
Stewardship Envelopes 
Please note envelopes for either Parish can be placed in the collection and 
will find their way to the correct account.  
 
April Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report 
Total income: $4176.50 
Total Expenditure: $5054.33 
 
Stewardship Corner 
“This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” - John 15:12-
13 
Do you love Jesus? Do you consider Him your friend? Jesus says that if we 
love Him we would be willing to offer whatever we have to Him, not 
because we want praise and glory, but simply because we love Him. Does 
your giving seem mechanical out of obligation or do you share freely out of 
love?  
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Christ makes himself present sacramentally in the Eucharist, and because of 
that, it is possible that he be ignored. It is possible that not one teacher or 
one student at our school will have stopped by the chapel to visit the 
Blessed Sacrament during the day, or worse, during the week.  That’s the 
love that we can contemplate in the Eucharistic presence, a love so 
powerful it is willing to make itself vulnerable to indifference, all for the 
sake of being present among us, for our sake. (Doug McManaman-Catholic 
High School Teacher) 
In failing to confess, Lord, I would only hide You from myself, not myself 
from You. (St. Augustine) 
Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday 6:00pm (first 
Thursday Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration. 
 
Regular Gardening/Working Bees 
Please note the working bees will now be held on Saturday mornings 8:00-
10:00am.  Thank you to the parishioners who turn up to assist with the 
maintenance of the grounds around the church. Next—Saturday May  18 
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Wedding Celebration—12 May 
Samantha and Rafael will exchange wedding vows after the 
10.30am Mass next week.  The nuptial liturgy will begin at 
12pm.  All who wish to stay and celebrate with Samantha 
and Rafael are invited to attend. 
 
CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal 
This weekend is the CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal 
(previously held during the month of August).  CatholicCare 
Victoria works with individuals, families and communities 
to build strength, resilience, and empowerment to reach 
their full potential. Your generous donation will help the 
most vulnerable members of our community – those facing 
unemployment and homelessness, those experiencing 
mental health challenges, families struggling with 
relationship problems, people in hospitals and prisons, 
newly arrived refugees, and those experiencing grief and 
trauma.  
Please donate to CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal. 
Your compassion and generosity will help the most 
vulnerable and marginalised in our community.  
You can donate using the appeal envelope available, 
donate online at www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 
9287 5513. All gifts of $2 and above are tax deductible.  
 
Child Safety 
Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our Parish is 
committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of 
children, and vulnerable people in our community. 
Remember children and young people should be 
accompanied by an adult family member to the toilet.  
Visit the Safeguarding page on our parish website. 
 
World Mission May Rosary Prayers 
As the month of May approaches, we would like to invite 
your parish to join us in online prayer to mark the 
traditional time for Marian devotions. Catholic Mission will 
host the recitation of the Rosary every day (from Monday 
to Friday) in May, and we invite our friends, supporters and 
collaborators from around the country to join in. During 
this virtual Rosary, we will reflect on the mysteries of the 
Rosary and offer our intentions for peace, healing and 
blessings for our parishes and the world. This online 
gathering is open to everyone in the parish community. For 
more information see noticeboard or visit the parish 
website.  
 
Something to Bring a Smile! 
The piano tuner came into the church one afternoon and 
spoke to the music director. “I’m here to tune your piano,” 
he said matter-of-factly. “But … but,” stammered the 
musician, “I didn’t call you.” “That’s true,” said the tuner. 
“But several of your parishioners did.” 
Sourced from www.majellan.media 

Readings Reflection 

 
 

Begotten by Love 

 

God is love, and He revealed that love in sending His 

only Son to be a sacrificial offering for our sins. 

In these words from today’s Epistle, we should hear an 

echo of the story of Abraham’s offering of Isaac at the 

dawn of salvation history. Because Abraham obeyed 

God’s command and did not withhold his only beloved 

son, God promised that Abraham’s descendants, the 

children of Israel, would be the source of blessing for all 

nations (see Genesis 22:16–18). 

We see that promise coming to fulfillment in today’s 

First Reading. God pours out His Spirit upon the Gentiles, 

the non-Israelites, as they listen to the word of Peter’s 

preaching. Notice they receive the same gifts received 

by the devout Jews who heard Peter’s preaching at 

Pentecost—the Spirit comes to rest upon them and they 

speak in tongues, glorifying God (see Acts 2:5–11). 

In His love today, God reveals that His salvation 

embraces the house of Israel and peoples of all nations. 

Not by circumcision or blood relation to Abraham but by 

faith in the Word of Christ, sealed in the Sacrament of 

Baptism, people are to be made children of Abraham, 

heirs to God’s covenants of promise (see Galatians 3:7–

9; Ephesians 2:12). 

This is the wondrous work of God that we sing of in 

today’s Psalm. It is the work of the Church, the good 

fruit that Jesus chooses and appoints His Apostles for in 

today’s Gospel. 

As Peter raises up Cornelius today, the Church continues 

to lift all eyes to Christ, the only one in whose name they 

can find salvation. 

In the Church, each of us has been begotten by the love 

of God. But the Scriptures today reveal that this divine 

gift brings with it a command and a duty. We are to love 

one another as we have been loved. We are to lay down 

our lives in giving ourselves to others—that they too 

might find friendship with Christ and new life through 

Him. 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
stpaulcenter.com 

https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/articles/a198w0000001N4RAAU/safeguarding-children-young-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/begotten-by-love-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-sixth-sunday-of-easter/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
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 The Spirit Is the Source of Holiness 

The Second Vatican Council stressed the close relationship which exists in the Church between the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and the faithful’s call and aspiration to holiness: “Christ, the Son of God, who with the Father and the Spirit is 
praised as ‘uniquely holy,’ loved the Church as his bride, delivering himself up for her. He did this that he might sanctify 
her. He united her to himself as his own body and brought it to perfection by the gift of the Holy Spirit for God’s glory. 
Therefore in the Church everyone … is called to holiness.… This holiness of the Church is unceasingly manifested, and 
must be manifested, in the fruits of grace which the Spirit produces in the faithful; it is expressed in many ways in 
individuals, who in their walk of life, tend toward the perfection of charity, thus causing the edification 
others …” (Lumen Gentium 39).  Being the source of holiness is another basic aspect of the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the Church. 

As seen in the conciliar text just cited, the holiness of the Church begins in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who became 
man by the work of the Holy Spirit and was born of the most holy Virgin Mary. The holiness of Jesus in his conception 
and birth by the power of the Holy Spirit is in deep communion with the holiness of her whom God chose as his 
mother. As the Council again notes, “It is no wonder therefore that the usage prevailed among the Fathers whereby 
they called the Mother of God entirely holy and free from all stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and 
formed as a new creature” (LG 56). Hers is the first and the highest realization of holiness in the Church, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit who is the Holy One and the Sanctifier. Mary’s holiness is entirely directed toward the 
supreme holiness of the humanity of Christ, whom the Holy Spirit consecrated and filled with grace from the start of 
his earthly life until its glorious conclusion when Jesus revealed himself as the “established Son of God in power 
according to the spirit of holiness through the resurrection of the dead” (Rom 1:4). 

On the day of Pentecost this ecclesial holiness shone forth not only in Mary but also in the apostles and in the disciples 
who with her “were all filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4). From that time until the end of time, that holiness, the 
fullness of which is always Christ from whom we receive all grace is bestowed on all those who open themselves to the 
power of the Holy Spirit through the apostles’ teaching, as the Apostle Peter said in his Pentecost discourse: “Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 

That day was the beginning of the history of Christian holiness to which both the Israelites and the pagans are called. 
As St. Paul writes, both can “have access through Christ in one Spirit to the Father” (Eph 2:18). All are called to 
become, according to the text already referred to in the previous catechesis, “fellow citizens with the holy ones and 
members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the capstone. Through him the whole structure is held together and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord … to 
become God’s dwelling place in the Spirit” (Eph 2:19–22). This concept of the temple is dear to the Apostle, who asks 
in another passage: “Are you not aware that you are God’s temple and that the Holy Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16). 
And in another place: “Your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 6:19). 

It is clear that in the context of the Letters to the Corinthians and to the Ephesians the temple is not just an 
architectural space. It is the representative image of holiness which is brought about by the Holy Spirit in people alive 
in Christ and united to the Church. And the Church is the “place” for this holiness. 

The Apostle Peter too in his first letter uses the same vocabulary and gives us the same teaching. Speaking to the 
“faithful dispersed” (among the pagans), he reminds them that they have been “chosen in the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through sanctification by the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling with the blood of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet 1:1–
2). By strength of this sanctification in the Holy Spirit all are “like living stones built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet 2:5). 

This is a significant special link which the Apostle drew between sanctification and the offering of “spiritual sacrifices,” 
which is really a sharing in the very sacrifice of Christ and in his priesthood. It is one of the basic themes of the Letter 
to the Hebrews. But also in the Letter to the Romans the Apostle Paul speaks of the “oblation acceptable to God, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit”; people (pagans) become that offering through the Gospel (cf. Rom 15:16). And in the 
Second Letter to the Thessalonians he urges readers to give thanks to God because “he has chosen you as the first 
fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in truth” (cf. 2 Thess 2:13). All these are signs of the 
first Christians’ common awareness of the action of the Holy Spirit as the author of holiness within themselves and in 
the Church. They knew that the Spirit which had been granted to them made them temples of God. 

Pope St. John Paul II, Wednesday Audience, 12 December 1990 


