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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (vearc)
26 January 2025
readings Raise Your Voices The Parish of St Mary’s
Next Week

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Neh 8: 2-6, 8-10
Ps 18:8-10, 15
1Cor12:12-30
Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21

in a nutshell

This text is being fulfilled. The Sacred
Scriptures that are proclaimed at
Mass recall incidents from the past
and point to the future but most
especially they affirm the presence of
God among us now. This day we are
called to bring Good News to the
poor and freedom to all who are
bound up in any way. Today we are
called to be the Body of Christ in our
world. The Sacred Scriptures have
meaning when we can say with
Jesus: ‘This text is being fulfilled
today even as you listen.’

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially,
Harry & Dorothy Heering, Jim & Pat
Henshaw, Fr Pat Purcell

For those who have died recently,
and those whose anniversary occur
at this time.

of special note
The Lourdes Day Mass will be on

Saturday, 8 February at 10:30am
with the archbishop

More information inside

Entrance Antiphon

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord,
all the earth. In his presence are majesty and
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place.

Psalm Response
(R.) Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

The law of the Lord is perfect,

it revives the soul.

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart.

The command of the Lord is clear,
it gives light to the eyes. (R.)

The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.

The decrees of the Lord are truth
and all of them just. (R.)

May the spoken words of my mouth,
the thoughts of my heart,

win favour in your sight, O Lord,

my rescuer, my rock! (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the
poor and freedom to prisoners.

Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
| am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30 pm (EST)

5:00pm (EDST)
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—6:00pm
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Tuesday—5:10pm-5:40pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Tuesday 5:00pm
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass
Parish Primary School

Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsi-
bility. Our Parish is committed to
the care, wellbeing and protection
of children, and vulnerable people

in our community.
Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH

Do you need a Helping Hand?

Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s Confer-
ence 0427 874 374 or John Bird 0407 848 192

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee on first
and third Saturdays of the month at 8:00
—10:00 am. Thank you to the volunteers
who turn up to assist with the mainte-
nance of the grounds around the church.

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, February

Finance Committee  7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding  7:30pm
Parish Council  8:00pm

Parish Notices

Parish BBQ
All parishioners are invited to attend the first Parish BBQ for 2025
which will be held on Sunday 23 February after 10:30 Mass. Mark it in
your diary.

Adoration of the Eucharist

Adoration: In response to a friend who described the Eucharist as a
“pretty good symbol”, Flannery O’Connor said, “If it’s just a symbol, to
hell with it!” Later she commented, “That was all the defence | was
capable of but | realised now that this is all | will ever be able to say
about it, except that the Eucharist is the centre of existence for me; all
the rest of life is expendable.”

Confession: There are many people who go through their entire lives
not aware of the reality of God’s love for them personally...it's an
In this
God eagerly awaits your plea for

incredible gift to make going to Confession a regular habit.
great Sacrament of Mercy,
forgiveness! (Fr. Mike Schmitz)
Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Tuesday
at 5:00pm & Friday mornings 8:00am. Yarra Junction, Thursday nights
at 6:00pm except first Thursday (Warburton). Confessions available
during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those
who had nothing prepared...” - Nehemiah 8:10

Ezra’s instructions to the people show us that God does not forbid us
from enjoying the good things in life. He wants us to be happy!
However, God expects us to be grateful for all that He has given us
and to generously share our blessings with those who are in need.
Now here’s the hard part — to share all we have without expecting

anything in return.

Supporting the Parish

There are a number of ways to contribute to the financial viability of

the Parish:

e Cash donations and envelopes in the labelled boxes in the narthex

e Tap and Go terminals

¢ Via the QR code in the bulletin

e Direct Debit BSB 083347 Church: 648531736, Presbytery:
649237379

Parish Census—Have You Returned a Card?

Thank you to the people/families who have returned the census card.
This has allowed us to update our data base and give us a more
accurate count of our parishioners.
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Sacramental Program 2025

For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to
receive the Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion
and Confirmation, instructions are available through our
Parish.
Lessons will begin Sunday 2nd March after 10:30 Mass for

Contact Anne at annevan.tilburg@gmail.com
First Communions and Tuesday 4th of March at 5pm for

Confirmation.

The Parish Prayer Group is expanding to Mondays!

You may be aware that the parish has had a Prayer Group
meeting on Fridays at 2pm for some time now. Beginning
on Monday, 3 February 2025, the Prayer Group will also
meet on Mondays at 9:15am. For more information please
call Maria at 0409 793 001 or just come on in and discover
peace in the presence of our Lord in the Eucharist!

Lourdes Day Mass

The Order of Malta invites you to the annual Lourdes Day
Mass—an opportunity to pray for the sick and infirm,
particularly those who are not able to visit Lourdes. The
Mass will take place at St Patrick's Cathedral, on Saturday 8
February at 10:30 a.m., with Archbishop Peter A Comensoli
as the principal celebrant. Everybody attending will receive
a gift pack containing water from the grotto at Lourdes,
rosary beads and prayer material. For more information,
please contact Sauro Antonelli AM on 0411 250 288

Something to make you Smile!

Why Women Need a Husband? A woman goes to a
psychiatrist and complains: “l don’t want to marry. | am
educated, independent, and self-sufficient. | don’t need a
husband. But my parents are asking me to marry. What do
| do?” The psychiatrist replied: “You undoubtedly will
achieve great things in life. But somethings inevitably will
not go the way you want. Somethings will go wrong.
Sometimes you will fail. Sometimes your plans won’t work.
Sometimes your wishes will not be fulfilled ... Then who
will you blame? Will you blame Yourself?” Woman: “NO!!!”
Psychiatrist: “That’s why you need a husband.”

sourced from www.majellan.media

Readings Reflection

New Day Dawns

The meaning of today’s liturgy is subtle and many-
layered.

We need background to understand what’s happening in
today’s First Reading.

Babylon having been defeated, King Cyrus of Persia
decreed that the exiled Jews could return home to
Jerusalem. They rebuilt their ruined temple (see Ezra
6:15-17) and under Nehemiah finished rebuilding the
city walls (see Nehemiah 6:15).

The stage was set for the renewal of the covenant and
the re-establishment of the Law of Moses as the
people’s rule of life. That’s what’s going on in today’s
First
(see Nehemiah 8:8) the Law and the people respond

Reading, as Ezra reads and interprets

with a great “Amen!”

Israel, as we sing in today’s Psalm, is rededicating itself
to God and His Law. The scene seems like the Isaiah
prophecy that Jesus reads from in today’s Gospel.

Read all of Isaiah 61. The “glad tidings” Isaiah brings
include these promises: the liberation of prisoners
(61:1); the rebuilding of Jerusalem, or Zion (61:3—4; see
also Isaiah 60:10); the restoration of Israel as a kingdom
of priests (61:6; Exodus 19:6); and the forging of an
everlasting covenant (61:8; Isaiah 55:3). It sounds a lot
like the First Reading.

Jesus, in turn, declares that Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled
in Him. The Gospel scene, too, recalls the First Reading.
Like Ezra, Jesus stands before the people, is handed a
scroll, unrolls it, then reads and interprets it
(compare Luke 4:16-17, 21 and Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10).

We witness in today’s Liturgy the creation of a new
people of God. Ezra started reading at dawn of the first
day of the Jewish new year (see Leviticus 23:24). Jesus
also proclaims a “sabbath,” a great year of Jubilee, a
deliverance from slavery to sin, a release from the debts
we owe to God (see Leviticus 25:10).

The people greeted Ezra “as one man.” And, as today’s
Epistle teaches, in the Spirit the new people of God—the
Church—is made “one body” with Him.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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The Bible Tells the Story of God’s Plan of Salvation

How do Catholics regard the Bible?

The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and
spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (Heb 4:12)

Till I come, attend to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching, to teaching. (1 Tim 4:13)

Catholics hold the Bible to be the inerrant Word of God. “The Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures just
as she venerates the body of the Lord.” (Dei Verbum 21) The teaching authority of the Church interprets Sacred
Scripture and Sacred Tradition to communicate the sacred truths to all generations; this is how Christ “open[s our]
minds to understand the Scriptures” (Lk 24:45).

This teaching office is not above the word of God, but serves it, teaching only what has been handed on, listening to it
devoutly, guarding it scrupulously and explaining it faithfully in accord with a divine commission and with the help of
the Holy Spirit, it draws from this one deposit of faith everything which it presents for belief as divinely revealed. (DV
10)

Sacred Scripture tells the story of how God’s plan of salvation has unfolded throughout history. “In the sacred books,
the Father who is in heaven meets his children with great love and speaks with them” (DV 21). Salvation history,
however, is different from other kinds of history. The Bible not only teaches the meaning of past events but also
reveals how those events affect every person’s life in every age.

The Bible is inspired and inerrant. God himself guided the Sacred Authors, who were enlightened by God the Holy
Spirit to write what he wanted and nothing more, making it “not a written mute word, but the Word which is
incarnate and living” (St. Bernard). Thus, God the Holy Spirit is the principal author of Scripture; the human writers
were the instruments through which he chose to reveal himself to his people.

The Bible is also literature because it uses literary forms and techniques, such as stories, poems, dialogues, and
figurative language to convey its meaning. Insofar as these forms and the historical, political, and cultural contexts in
which they lived are not understood, the meaning of the Sacred Authors remains hidden. These literary techniques
were placed at the service of the religious purpose of the Bible.

Sacred Scripture is not intended to be received either as a scientific treatise or as a mere historical record “but as what
it really is, the word of God” (1 Thess 2:13). It must be read in light of Sacred Tradition and the teachings of the
Church in order to be properly understood. This is why Scripture and Tradition form a single Deposit of Faith, which,
guided by the Magisterium, which in turn is guided by the Holy Spirit, preserves and communicates Divine Revelation
for all time.

From the Didache Bible

101 In order to reveal himself to men, in the condescension of his goodness God speaks to them in human words:
“Indeed the words of God, expressed in the words of men, are in every way like human language, just as the Word of
the eternal Father, when he took on himself the flesh of human weakness, became like men.” (DV 13)

111 But since Sacred Scripture is inspired, there is another and no less important principle of correct interpretation,
without which Scripture would remain a dead letter. “Sacred Scripture must be read and interpreted in the light of the
same Spirit by whom it was written.” (DV 12)

The Second Vatican Council indicates three criteria for interpreting Scripture in accordance with the Spirit who
inspired it.

112 1. Be especially attentive “to the content and unity of the whole Scripture.” Different as the books which
comprise it may be, Scripture is a unity by reason of the unity of God’s plan, of which Christ Jesus is the center and
heart, open since his Passover.

113 2. Read the Scripture within “the living Tradition of the whole Church.” According to a saying of the Fathers,
Sacred Scripture is written principally in the Church’s heart rather than in documents and records, for the Church
carries in her Tradition the living memorial of God’s Word, and it is the Holy Spirit who gives her the spiritual
interpretation of the Scripture (“according to the spiritual meaning which the Spirit grants to the Church” (Origen)).

114 3. Be attentive to the analogy of faith. By “analogy of faith” we mean the coherence of the truths of faith among
themselves and within the whole plan of Revelation.
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



