
P R O F E S S I O N  O F  F A I T H — N i c e n e  C r e e d  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  of all things visible and invis-
ible.I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial  with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and  
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  I believe 
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead and  the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
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PARISH SECRETARY:  Franca Van Boxtel 

FINANCE OFFICER:  Deslene de  Niese  

PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:  

                                               Mr. Miguel Matamala 

 

If you urgently need a priest please call   
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please 
leave a message and he will call you back.  

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
Saturday Morning: 9.15am 
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm  
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm  

 
WEEK DAY MASS TIMES 

Monday to Friday:  9.15am 
Friday (9.45am –12.30pm Exposition   
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with  
Benediction at 12.30pm) 

ANOINTING MASS 

Last Friday of every month 9.15 am  
 

DAILY ROSARY  
After morning Mass  Mon-Sat 
(Friday will be before Mass)  

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to 5.45pm 
before 6pm Mass or upon request 

BAPTISM 
Please contact the Parish Centre on   9791 4611 

MARRIAGE 
Please book the Church at the same time as 
you book your venue.     As marriage preparation 
is an essential condition of marriage, you must 
book your preparation course at least 4 months 
prior to the wedding. Further details can be ob-
tained from Fr. Sebastian 
 

HOUSE BLESSING 
If any Parishioner would like their house to be 
blessed, please  contact Franca or  at the  Parish 
office  on  9791-4611  to make a booking with  
either Fr Sebastian   
 
COMMUNION AND ANOINTING OF SICK 
Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-4611 if a 
sick person is seriously ill, homebound or hospi-
talised and wants to receive Holy Communion or 
the Sacrament of Anointing. 
 
Any parishioners who take Communion to the 
sick, could you please put your name and the 
person you are taking Communion to, into the 
Communion to the Sick book. This book is kept 

in the sacristy.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650  
New St, Dandenong. 
Principal:  Terry Gardiner 
St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000  
Caroline St, Dandenong. 
Principal:  Timothy Hogan 
St. Mary’s Community Centre 7064 3928 
Bookings: Miguel Matamala  0402 155 192 

BINGO AT ST MARY’S  

St. Mary’s Bingo  is on Tuesdays at 12noon &  

Saturdays at 6.30pm  in  

St Mary’s Community Centre,  

New St, Dandenong 

OUR PARISH WELCOMES  
 

Emilia Ayiana Dias who will be baptised this weekend. We 
pray for her and hope that she and her family will continue to 

grow deeper in faith.  

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 

Jesus’ Baptism is Ours 

What did it mean for Jesus to come up out of the waters of the Jordan to 
experience the special presence of the Holy Spirit as though it were a 
dove, gently hovering over him? As a Jew, he would have been reminded 
both of the Divine Wind hovering over the void-become-creation, and of 

the dove bearing an olive twig as God restored humanity’s life on earth 
after the Flood. The Holy Spirit was empowering Him for a re-creative 
role on behalf of humanity. 

His second experience was to sense God’s delight and joy sounding, re-

verberating through every fibre of his body, every reach of his soul: ‘You 
are my beloved Son, my favour rests on you.’ 

Any baby, any adolescent, any adult who is baptised shares in these won-
derful experiences. The dynamic power of the Holy Spirit hovers over the 

person as a gentle presence, preparing the one baptised for a mission on 
behalf of humanity. And every baptised person senses, below the range of 
hearing, the echo of the same marvellous words: “You are my beloved son 

or daughter, my favour rests on you.” 

Is it any wonder that Our Lord adopted this water rite to incorporate his 
followers into such wonderful experiences as a power-full impetus to fulfil 
their mission to cooperate in God’s saving plan for humanity? 

We could take a moment to pray in gratitude for the parent/s or other per-

son/s who brought us into this tradition stretching over almost two millen-
nia. May they be filled with all that flows from their being beloved sons 
and daughters of God. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR 
PRAYERS 

 

Recently Deceased:  Roland Collins 
 
Anniversaries:  Kevin Leydon,  
Sharon Fonceca, Nick Venuto, Dolores V 
Moorsel, Damiana Piastro, Kees Van Es,  
Marcel Valenzona 
 
Sick:     Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan,  
Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen  
Nelson,  Jim Lynch ,   Bernardo, Ray Gilligan,  
Frank Pezzaro,  Janet Augustine, Bridget Phy-
land,  Desmond Hopper,  Chris Grubb, Sol-
ofuti, Samantha Vasanthy,  Kevin, Maria Pe-
rez,  Alan John Borninkhof, Angela Anthony, 
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, 
Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Ger-
mano,  Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills,  
Reuben Jacobs, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, 
Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,  
Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee, 
Ping Lo 
(The privacy legislation requires us to have written 
permission by an  authorised person before any 

name can be printed )in the Marian.  
 (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO 
COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT 
THE PARISH OFFICE) 
 

REGULAR GROUP MEETING 
ST MARY’S PARISH 

 
LEGION OF MARY:    
Saturday afternoons 4.30pm-5.30pm in the  
Fellowship Room followed by  Rosary  
before 6pm Mass  
SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :  
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the church 
AL-ANON :   Tuesday evenings at 8pm in the 
Fellowship Room. For more information  
call 1300 252 666 
VINCENTIAN RETREAT  CENTRE:     
Fridays Mass with healing  prayer 7pm  
ST EPHREM CHALDEAN CHURCH:  
Sundays Mass (Arabic) 12.30pm  
ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:  
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at  
Dandenong RSL.12pm 
MENS GROUP 
1st Thursday of month (Marian Room) 6pm 
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP 
1st Sunday of month (Parish Centre) 6:30pm 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Thanksgiving: $.00  
Presbytery $.00 Loose:  $.00 
Support our Parish  
If you would like to make direct payments 
to our bank accounts, the details are:  
 
St Mary’s General Account:   
(Thanksgiving & Donations) 
NAB BSB:  083 347  ACC. No. 483196852 
 
For contributions to support our priests 
and the Archdiocese 

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to 
the safety, wellbeing and dignity 
of all children, young people and 

vulnerable adult  

OFFICE HOURS DURING JANUARY  

(2ND JAN-30TH JAN) 

THURSDAYS 10AM-2PM 

Rosters (During January) Until new rosters are  

completed would you please sign up (sheets in church 

foyer) at the mass you attend if you are able to assist as 

either Reader or Eucharistic Minister.  

HERE ARE OUR TOP 5 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A MORE 

PEACE-FILLED YEAR: 

1. Choose Quiet - Noise can distract us, drowning out the voice of the 
Holy Spirit. Find a quiet place to reflect each day. 

2. Choose Prayer - Whether you read daily from the Lives of the 
Saints, pick up a rosary, or meditate on the Gospel, find a way to 

strengthen your relationship with Christ.  How are you working to-
wards a Christ-centered life?  

3. Choose Joy - In times of difficulty, choose to share joy. Serve oth-
ers, do random acts of kindness, bring hope to those around you. 

Go to confession more often, so you are unburdened by sin. 

4. Choose Sainthood - Becoming a saint is not easy.  Much like love 
and the cross, sainthood must be chosen, every day, multiple times 
a day.  When you choose sainthood in the little things, you begin to 

form healthy habits that guide you through choosing Him in the 
BIG decisions. 

5. Choose Peace - It may seem selfish, but putting your peace first, on 
occasion, is necessary.  Setting healthy boundaries for the people 

that bring drama into your life can be difficult to do, but will pro-
vide peace, and help you protect yourself from unnecessary pain 
and disruption.  

 
As Pope John Paul II said, “Prayer can truly change your life, for 
it turns your attention away from yourself and directs your mind 

and your heart towards the Lord...If we keep our eyes fixed on the 
Lord, then our hearts are filled with hope, our minds are washed in 

the light of truth, and we come to know the fullness of the Gospel 
with all its promise and life.” 

SAVE THE DATE 
SUNDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2025  

ST MARY'S PRIMARY SCHOOL STAFF & PARISH 
VOLUNTEERS `COMMISSIONING MASS' 

 
 On Sunday, 2nd February at the 10.30am Mass, we will be 
joined by the School Principal, Terry Gardiner, School Staff 

and Parish Volunteers, for their commissioning 

Thank you for everyone’s support to the 2nd Simbang Gabi here at St 
Mary’s especially to Fr Sebastian, Franca, Pina , all volunteers and those 
who attended the 9 days novena prior to Christmas. Until next year… 
From the 2024 Simbang Gabi Team 


