GOSPEL

F. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
F. A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus had been baptised and had been
praying, the heavens were apened and the Holy
Spirit came upon him.

Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

before them all, ‘T baptise vou with water, but

SOmMEecns IS Coming, someone who is more

with the Holy Spirit and fire’

And a voice came from heaven, You are my
Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to vou, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed
|_believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invis-
ible.l believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. | believe
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.l confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond fo
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren {brothers and sisters), that
myy sactifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Accept, O Lord, the offerings we have
brought to honour the revealing of your
beloved Son, so that the oblation of your
faithful may be transformed into the

i to wash away the sins of the world. Who
i lives and reigns for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
i P. The Lord be with vou.

. P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A feeling of expectancy had grown among { R.Itis right and just. '
the pecple, who were beginning to think that |
John might be the Christ, so John declared ! PREFACE OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
After the Preface, we sing or say: i
All: Holv, Holw, Holy Lord God of hosts.

E—T“ﬁl ‘ h.il = ZI-:;I;:‘ I;Etbﬁt ;D undo Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
© FAp o b samcam, e W sphse you Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

¢ who comes in the name of the Lord.

Now when all the people had been baptised Hosanna in the highest.

and while Jesus after his own baptism was at
prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit | THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink
this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,

: until you come again.

4 COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by

P. The mystery of faith.

divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . ..

F. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are vours now and for ever.

F. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

K. Amen. i
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with vour spirit.

F. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

ANl exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, vou take away the sins

of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, vou take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, vou take away the sins of

i the world, grant us peace.

¢ INVITATION TO COMMUNION :
. P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who |
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are :
i those called to the supper of the Lamb.

¢ R. Lord, I am not worthy

i that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

rour hands for the prai d <l £ hi Behold the One of whom John said:
your fiands tor the praise and glory 0L A5 1 have seen and testified that this is the

Son of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

F. Nourished with these sacred gifts, we
humbly entreat vour mercy, O Lord, that,
faithfully listening to your Only Begotten
Son, we may be your children in name and
! in truth. Through Christ cur Lord.
sacrifice of him whe willed in his compassion

Jn1:32,34 :

E. Amen.
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f THE CONCLUDING RITES

F. The Lord be with you.

K. And with vour spirit.

F. May almightv God bless you,

¢ the Father, and the Son, ¥ and the Holy Spirit.

R. And with vour spirit. E. Amen.
P. Lift up your hearts. F. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your
i R. We lift them up to the Lord. | life.

i R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

BELOVED OF GOD

Luke remembers the story of Jesus’
baptism and shapes its theclogical power
to speak to the Gospel’s late first century
Greco-Roman audience. They have been
baptised in their induction into the life of
their discipleship househeld. This story
is a reminder that through their baptism
they are intimately bonded to Jesus and,
through him, to God.

There are three important features which
Luke highlights. The first is about John
the Baptist whose focus is on Jesus. He
witnesses to the future coming of one
“more powerful” than he. A second
feature is the moment of Jesus’ baptism.
This occurs, unlike in the other Gospels,
without the presence of John (He is
already in prison—a part of the story
omitted from today's reading). In other
words, Jesus' baptism is God's act. It
occurs while Jesus prays. His prayer
opens the sacred realm of God's abode,
the heavens. The Spirit of God descends
on him. Jesus continues throughout the
rest of the Gospel to be God’s Spirit-filled
agent.

Third, as Jesus is ancinted with the Spirit,
we hear God's voice and declaration of
Jesus: “You are my Son, the Beloved; my
favour rests on you”. Jesus is declared
beloved of God, the one in whom Ged
delights. Luke's theclogy of baptism is
for the Gospel's audience, for us: We
are baptised, God's Spirit acts within us,
our prayer opens the Heavens for us; we
are God's beloved daughters and soms
in whom God eternally delights. This
Sunday becomes a moment to celebrate
the gift of our baptism and God's high
estimation of us.

Fr MicHAEL TRANOR
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Tue Baptism of THE Lorp / C

THE CLEANSING WATERS OF REBIRTH. In Luke's Gospel, the baptism of Jesus marks
the end of the ministry of John the Baptist and the beginning of a new era, that of the
saving ministry of Jesus. This feast, which occurs early in the new year, is a good time for
us to resolve to begin a new era in our own lives. Putting the past behind us, let us commit
ourselves to making a fresh start in our service and love of our brothers and sisters.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

i says your God.
of. Mt 3:16-17 |
and call to her
that her time of service is ended,
that her sin is atoned for,

i that she has received from the hand of the Lord

double punishment for her crimes.’

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
After the Lord was baptised, the heavens
were opened, and the Spirit descended
upeon him like a dove, and the voice of
the Father thundered: This is my beloved

Son, with whom I am well pleased.

GREETING

F. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

K. Amen.

and the Lord Jesus Churist.
K. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
F. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us

acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

of Peace: Lord have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

F. You are the Son of God and the Son of
Mary: Christ have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

F. You are the Word made Flesh, the
splendour of the Father. Lord have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

K. Amen.

GLORIA

(is either said or sung)

COLLECT

F. Almighty everliving God, whe, when Christ
had been baptised in the River Jordan and as
the Hely Spirit descended upon him, solemnly

children by adeption, rebom of water and the
Hoaly Spirit, may always be well pleasing to
wvou. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Sen,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Hely Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING lsa 40:1-5, 9-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it.

‘Censele my people, console them’

‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem

A woice cries, Prepare in the wilderness
i away for the Lord.

Malke a straight highway for cur God
across the desert.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our Father ir?renrzu‘:tlf; l;;dﬁ]lhjﬂ ]]:; '1 aid low,
let every cliff become a plain,

and the ridges a valley;

then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
! and all mankind shall see it;

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

! Go up on a high mountain,

P. Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince |

jovful messenger to Zion.

Shout with a loud voice,

jovful messenger to Jerusalem.

Shout without fear,
say to the tovwns of Judah,

‘Here is your God.’

Here is the Lord coming with power,

i his arm subduing all things to him.

The prize of his victory is with him,

his trophies all go before him.

© He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,

i holding them against his breast

and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

The word of the Lord.

\ R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PS
R. Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!

1. Lord God, how great you are, / clothed in
declared him your beloved Sen, grant that your : majesty and glory, / wrapped in light as in
arobe! / You stretch out the heavens like a

{ tent. R.

2. Above the rains you build your dwe]hng /
You make the clouds your chariot, / you walk :
on the wings of the wind, / you make the :
winds your messengers / and flashing fire
i 3. How many are your works, O Lord! / In
wisdom you have made them all. / The earth
is full of your riches. / There is the sea, vast
and wide, /with its moving swarms past

Ps103:1-2, 3-4, 2425 2730 R w1

your servants. R

counting, / living things great and small. R.

12 January 2025

i 4. All of these look to you / to give them
their food in due season. / You give it, they
gather it up: / you open your hand, they
have their fill. R.

© 5. You take back your spirit, they die, /
returning to the dust from which they came._ /
You send forth your spirit, they are created; /
and you renew the face of the earth. R.

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of 5t Paul to Titus.
He saved us through the water of rebirth and

i renewal in the Holy Spirit.

God's grace has been revealed, and it has
¢ made salvation possible for the whole human
race and taught us that what we have to do
¢ is to give up everything that does not lead to

God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must

Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7

i be self-restrained and live good and religious
lives here in this present world, while we are
; waiting in hope for the blessing which will
| come with the Appearing of the glory of
i our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He
sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free
¢ from all wickedness and to purify a people so
: that it could be his very own and would have

no ambition except to do good.

When the kindness and love of God our

saviour for mankind were revealed, it was not
. because he was concerned with any righteous
actions we might have done ourselves; it was
i for no reason except his own compassion that
he saved us, by means of the cleansing water
of rebirth and by renewing us with the Holy
Spirit which he has so generously poured
i gver us through Jesus Christ our saviour. He
© did this so that we should be justified by his
grace, to become heirs looking forward to

mhen'.ting eternal life.
The word of the Lord.

ER. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
¢ Alleluia, alleluia! Tohn said: He who is to
come is mightier than I; he will baptise
vou with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

¢ Alleluia!

cf. Lk 3:16
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SEMINARIAN: Bro Nicolas Calandra
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday Morning: 9.15am
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat
(Friday will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to 5.45pm
before 6pm Mass or upon request

BAPTISM
Please contact the Parish Centre on 9791 4611

MARRIAGE
Please book the Church at the same time as
you book your venue. As marriage preparation
is an essential condition of marriage, you must
book your preparation course at least 4 months
prior to the wedding. Further details can be ob-
tained from Fr. Sebastian

HOUSE BLESSING
If any Parishioner would like their house to be
blessed, please contact Franca or at the Parish
office on 9791-4611 to make a booking with
either Fr Sebastian

COMMUNION AND ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-4611 if a
sick person is seriously ill, homebound or hospi-
talised and wants to receive Holy Communion or
the Sacrament of Anointing.

Any parishioners who take Communion to the
sick, could you please put your name and the
person you are taking Communion to, into the
Communion to the Sick book. This book is kept

in the sacristy.

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650
New St, Dandenong.

Principal: Terry Gardiner

St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000
Caroline St, Dandenong.

Principal: Timothy Hogan

St. Mary’s Community Centre 7064 3928
Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

BINGO AT ST MARY’S

St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at 12noon &
Saturdays at 6.30pm_in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate

Jesus’ Baptism is Ours

What did it mean for Jesus to come up out of the waters of the Jordan to
experience the special presence of the Holy Spirit as though it were a
dove, gently hovering over him? As a Jew, he would have been reminded
both of the Divine Wind hovering over the void-become-creation, and of
the dove bearing an olive twig as God restored humanity’s life on earth
after the Flood. The Holy Spirit was empowering Him for a re-creative
role on behalf of humanity.

His second experience was to sense God’s delight and joy sounding, re-
verberating through every fibre of his body, every reach of his soul: “You
are my beloved Son, my favour rests on you.’

Any baby, any adolescent, any adult who is baptised shares in these won-
derful experiences. The dynamic power of the Holy Spirit hovers over the
person as a gentle presence, preparing the one baptised for a mission on
behalf of humanity. And every baptised person senses, below the range of
hearing, the echo of the same marvellous words: “You are my beloved son
or daughter, my favour rests on you.”

Is it any wonder that Our Lord adopted this water rite to incorporate his
followers into such wonderful experiences as a power-full impetus to fulfil
their mission to cooperate in God’s saving plan for humanity?

We could take a moment to pray in gratitude for the parent/s or other per-
son/s who brought us into this tradition stretching over almost two millen-
nia. May they be filled with all that flows from their being beloved sons
and daughters of God.

Rosters (During January) Until new rosters are
completed would you please sign up (sheets in church
foyer) at the mass you attend if you are able to assist as
either Reader or Eucharistic Minister.

OFFICE HOURS DURING JANUARY
(2ND JAN-30TH JAN)

THURSDAYS 10AM-2PM

SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2025
ST MARY'S PRIMARY SCHOOL STAFF & PARISH
VOLUNTEERS "COMMISSIONING MASS'

On Sunday, 2nd February at the 10.30am Mass, we will be
joined by the School Principal, Terry Gardiner, School Staff
and Parish Volunteers, for their commissioning

Thank you for everyone’s support to the 2nd Simbang Gabi here at St
Mary’s especially to Fr Sebastian, Franca, Pina , all volunteers and those
who attended the 9 days novena prior to Christmas. Until next year...
From the 2024 Simbang Gabi Team

OUR PARISH WELCOMES

Emilia Ayiana Dias who will be baptised this weekend. We
pray for her and hope that she and her family will continue to
grow deeper in faith.

HERE ARE OUR TOP 5§ RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A MORE
PEACE-FILLED YEAR:

1. Choose Quiet - Noise can distract us, drowning out the voice of the
Holy Spirit. Find a quiet place to reflect each day.

2. Choose Prayer - Whether you read daily from the Lives of the
Saints, pick up a rosary, or meditate on the Gospel, find a way to
strengthen your relationship with Christ. How are you working to-
wards a Christ-centered life?

3. Choose Joy - In times of difficulty, choose to share joy. Serve oth-
ers, do random acts of kindness, bring hope to those around you.
Go to confession more often, so you are unburdened by sin.

4.  Choose Sainthood - Becoming a saint is not easy. Much like love
and the cross, sainthood must be chosen, every day, multiple times
a day. When you choose sainthood in the little things, you begin to
form healthy habits that guide you through choosing Him in the
BIG decisions.

5. Choose Peace - It may seem selfish, but putting your peace first, on
occasion, is necessary. Setting healthy boundaries for the people
that bring drama into your life can be difficult to do, but will pro-
vide peace, and help you protect yourself from unnecessary pain
and disruption.

As Pope John Paul Il said, “Prayer can truly change your life, for
it turns your attention away from yourself and directs your mind
and your heart towards the Lord...If we keep our eyes fixed on the
Lord, then our hearts are filled with hope, our minds are washed in
the light of truth, and we come to know the fullness of the Gospel
with all its promise and life.”

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS

Recently Deceased: Roland Collins

Anniversaries: Kevin Leydon,

Sharon Fonceca, Nick Venuto, Dolores V
Moorsel, Damiana Piastro, Kees Van Es,
Marcel Valenzona

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan,

Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen
Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilligan,
Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phy-
land, Desmond Hopper, Chris Grubb, Sol-
ofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Pe-
rez, Alan John Borninkhof, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen,
Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Ger-
mano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills,
Reuben Jacobs, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah,
Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,
Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee,
Ping Lo

(The privacy legislation requires us to have written
permission by an authorised person before any
name can be printed )in the Marian.

(IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO

COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT
THE PARISH OFFICE)

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:

Saturday afternoons 4.30pm-5.30pm in the
Fellowship Room followed by Rosary
before 6pm Mass

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the church
AL-ANON : Tuesday evenings at 8pm in the
Fellowship Room. For more information
call 1300 252 666

VINCENTIAN RETREAT CENTRE:
Fridays Mass with healing prayer 7pm

ST EPHREM CHALDEAN CHURCH:
Sundays Mass (Arabic) 12.30pm

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:

3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

MENS GROUP

1st Thursday of month (Marian Room) 6pm
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP

1st Sunday of month (Parish Centre) 6:30pm

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $.00

Presbytery $.00 Loose: $.00

Support our Parish

If you would like to make direct payments
to our bank accounts, the details are:

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our priests
and the Archdiocese

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to

the safety, wellbeing and dignity

of all children, young people and
vulnerable adult




