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FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

REFLECTION FOR THIS WEEK

Following upon the teaching of the Beatitudes, RETURN OF BLESSED

Jesus uses the now familiar metaphors of salt PALM LEAVES OF 2025 \ 2
and light to describe the life of discipleship. As Ash Wednesday is approaching . :t_
We take salt and light for granted in our close, it would be appreciated if -

society, but these commodities were more you could you please bring back \
the blessed palms of last year and

precious in ancient cultures. Just as now, salt L 20 -
dinJ ' time for fl : leave it in the basket, which is in |

was used in Jesus’ time for flavouring, as a the foyer of the Church. Please

preservative, and as a healing agent. Similarly, | pring it by next weekend.

the widespread use of electricity in the

modern world makes us less aware of the MINISTRIES ROSTERS
value and importance of light in our lives.

Thank you for your time and dedication to
St Anne’s Parish. Roster for Reading, Eucharis-

Still, our familiarity with this passage from S,
' Y p g tic Minister, Altar Servers has been sent by

Matthew’s Gospel speaks well to the abiding email to all who have volunteered last week.

power of the imagery that Jesus pre.sented. Few copies of the roster is kept in the sacristy,

the world powerfully states our mission as| Please contact the Parish office, if you have not
Church and as Christians. Our commitment to| received the email with the roster, check your

social justice flows from the exhortation that spam folder as well.

Jesus gives us in today’s Gospel. Some of the| All new ministers please complete the require-
activities that this commitment leads us to are ments (WWWC & the online safeguarding

. . raining) link h n emailed.
given more concrete expression as the training) as been emailed

Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. When

Advance Notice

we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, console Ash Wednesday 18th February
those who mourn, and so on, we show Mass Timings 9:15am and 7:00 pm
ourselves to be the salt of the earth and the Station of the Cross Friday 7:00pm

light of the world. When we do these things
with the community of faith, the Church, we
are indeed acting as “a city set on a mountain”
that cannot be hidden!

Our parish respectfully acknowledges the Bunurong people, who are the custodians of the Boon Wurrung land
on which we worship. We acknowledge and pay respect to the Elders; past, present and future.
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We are very grateful to all the parishioners for your continued support and donations.

THANKSGIVING OPTIONS
If you are able to send your thanksgiving offerings via direct debit to:
St. Annes Church (CDF)
BSB Number: 083 347, Account No: 64340 4615.

As reference please include your Thanksgiving Number if you have one
and/or your full name.
Online direct contributions, either one-off or recurring,
can be made through the QR code Or the below link
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/donate?id=0012w00000LOj6iAAD

Thanksgiving collection for the Weekend 1/02/2026 $ 3301.00

Scan this code with your smart
phone camera APP & please
follow the prompts.

“Child Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility”

Welcome to St Anne’s Parish, where we foster the well being and safety of all children and adults at risk.
Since we take the safety of our young and vulnerable parishioners seriously, we have a zero tolerance policy
when it comes to abuse. All our parishioners have the right to feel safe and welcome. If you have any
concerns, Please contact the Parish Safeguarding Officer.

Please pray for the sick and suffering of our parish especially Alexander, Felipe,
Anne, Chelsea Borg, Ida Perry, Stanley Fernandez, Constance Anderson, Jean
McGregor, Jacqueline Ware, Allyson Joel, Frank Bartosy, Siyumi, Eliza
Wilmot, John McCready, Yeng Omo, Myra Buyco, Patricia Upton, Alex,
Jay Sulton, Kerry Marshall, Frances Kinna. We pray for all those whose
anniversaries & remembrances occur at this time especially Lionel Heaton,
Joseph Brown and for all those who have died recently deceased Stanley
Fernandez, Danielle Colomiere, Ennas Albarnas.

Rest in Peace. Amen.

- ROSTER FOR NEXT WEEKEND
957\ | 14TH & 15TH FEBRUARY

6:00pm Vigil Mass

Readers: Jarvis. J / Annet. R
Eucharistic Minister: Ignatius / Kerry
Altar Servers: Rhys, Issac, Bertin

8:30am Mass

Readers: Christina. O / Brett. H
Eucharistic Minister: Brian / Jeff
Altar Servers: Fina, Jeanne, Johan

10:00am Mass

Readers: Varuna. A/ Emily. F
Eucharistic Minister: Grace / Antia
Altar Servers: Grazinia, Shenoli, Mary

You are the

light of, the world.

Jesus, Mt 5:14

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY-Year A READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY-Year A
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ist Reading: Is 58:7-10 Ist Reading: Sir 15: 15 - 20
Responsorial Psalm: A light rises in the Responsorial Psalm: Happy are they who follow
darkness for the upright. the law of the Lord.
2nd Reading: 1Cor 2:1-5 2nd Reading: I Cor 2:6-10
Gospel: Mt 5:13-16 Gospel: Mt5:17-37
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Dear Parishioners,
Welcome to Our Parish Community

A warm welcome to you all—parishioners, families,
visitors, and friends. Whether you come every week or

are joining us for the first time, we’re glad you’re here.

Our parish is more than a place we gather; it is a
community of faith where we pray together, grow
together, and support one another in daily life.

This year, our parish focus is on talents—recognising,
celebrating, and sharing the gifts God has entrusted to
each of us. Every talent matter, whether seen or
unseen, and together they build up the Body of Christ.
We invite you to reflect on how your gifts might
enrich our parish life in the year ahead.

We also wish to keep you informed that we are
moving toward a future renovation of our church. This
important project will help preserve our sacred space
and support our worship for generations to come.
More details will be shared as soon as possible, and
we ask for your prayers and support as we take these
steps together.

Thank you for being part of our parish family. You are
always welcome here.

Comparison of Sacramental Statistics for

the past 4 years
Sacraments 2022 2023 2024 | 2025
Baptisms 76 62 67 107
First Holy 35 41 49 33
Confirmations 36 55 30 38
Marriages 2 1 2 7
Funerals 10 10 10 7

Please support Walker Donut

Schedule for the

Sacraments 2026

Dear Parishioners, Please see the dates for the sacraments this year. We need your help to let the
families of non Catholic school know these dates as early as possible. All non Catholic school children
will need to do special Religious education program apart from the sacramental program of the parish.

Program First Reconciliation | First Eucharist Confirmation

Enrolment form goes out Jan 27 Feb 3 March 31

Enrolment Mass 1 Feb 7/8 Feb 21/22 Mav 16/17

Enrolment Mass 2 Feb 14/15 Feb 28/Mar 1 May 23/24

Preparation Evening Feb 25t March 11 Tune 34
LENTEN PROGRAM 2026

Lenten Program starting Wednesday 25th
February 7pm at St Anne's church.

You are welcome to join us for this Lenten Program.
The focus this year will be on inviting the Holy
Spirit to guide us in mission. Alizarin Zaher from
Divine Renovation will be available at each Mass
this weekend to provide more information.
Please scan the QR code for the Divine Renovation

Ministry.
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A Praver of Grace for the New Year

A prayer of grace for the new year seeks divine
guidance, strength, and mercy to embrace fresh
beginnings with a thankful heart. It
acknowledges past shortcomings, asks for
wisdom to navigate future challenges, and
entrusts personal, family, and worldly matters to
God's care, fostering hope, peace, and love for
the year ahead.

"Gracious Lord, thank You for the gift of a new
year and the promise of a fresh start. We thank

You for your faithfulness in the past and ask for

Your abundant grace to guide our steps in the
days ahead. Amen.




MASS TIMES FOR THE WEEK
Tuesday & Thursday 6:00 pm Mass

Wednesday 9:15 am Mass
Silent adoration 5:30 - 6:30pm
Friday 9:15 am Mass
6:30 pm Rosary
Saturday 5:20 pm Rosary followed

by Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm Reconciliation
(Other times by appointment only)
6:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday 8:30am & 10:00am Mass
3rd Sunday 10:30am Filipino Mass
(at Holy Family Hall)
18th February 2026
Advance notice for Ash Wednesday
9:15am and 7:00pm

Piety Stall

Piety Stall - Columban Calendars are still available for
2026.

Copies of God’s Word 2026 — daily Mass readings, are
in stock.

New stock - Booklets ‘Handy Little Guide — Holy
Spirit; Books - Saints for Boys and Saints for Girls are
now in stock as well as “Apostolic Exhortation to all
Christians on Love for the Poor from Pope Leo”. Call
at the Piety stall to see these new items.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
6:00 - 8:00 pm Marian Cenacle Group
Tuesday 5:30 - 6:30 pm SHAC Metting

Wednesday 7:00 - 8:00 pm RCIA Session
7:00 - 8:00 pm Vinnies Meeting

6:30 - 7:30 pm MenAlive
3:45 - 5:00 pm Senior Legion of Mary

Monday

Friday
Saturday

VOLUNTEER REQUIRED

Piety Stall is in desperate need of assistants for the 6.00
pm Mass on Saturday evenings; and 8.30 am and 10.00
am Masses on Sunday. Once a month or more for 15
minutes before Mass and 30 minutes after Mass to sell
items from the store to the parishioners and make notes
of any requests.

If you are able to help in any way please contact the
Parish Office during office hours.

We Congratulate and welcome the following
children who will be baptised at
St Anne’s Parish this Weekend 8th February 2026
Imogen Nell Hayes

Remi Morgan el
Sadie Anne Morgan [\jﬁl\f) H()ly
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Peyton Paige Krohnje A
Carter Hamilton [ )
Emmett Hamilton
Logan Hamilton

Tait Hamilton

Oliver Freddie Bernardo
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LENT 2026 WITH THE CATHOLIC GUY, BRUCE
DOWNES

Lent is a time when we can grow closer to God
and prepare our hearts for the true meaning of
Easter. Be inspired. Be refreshed. Be renewed!
For 40 days you will receive a short, practical
and inspiring video in your inbox every morning
to help you make this Lenten journey more
powerful and prayerful. This program is FREE
and you can sign up here:
https://brucedownes.org/lent-2026-sign-up/

Go to BruceDownes.org for more information.

Allan Sleddon is attending this prayer meeting
every week, he has 3 seats available in his car, If
anyone wish to join him. Please contact him for
more information.

Pope Leo XIV 2026 New Year Message

For the 2026 New Year, Pope Leo XIV delivered a message focused on building an "unarmed and disarming"
peace, urging the world to replace violence with forgiveness, dialogue, and trust. During his New Year's Day

Mass, he emphasized that the new year is a journey of discovery, urging a, "disarming [of] our hearts".
Key Themes of Pope Leo’s 2026 New Year Message:
e  World Day of Peace: In his message for the 58th World Day of Peace, Pope Leo emphasized that peace
1s a "gift of unconditional love" from God, requiring active, responsible cultivation rather than reliance on
military strength.
e "Unarmed and Disarming" Peace: The Pope argued that the world is saved not by violence or
oppression, but through understanding, forgiving, and welcoming everyone.
e A Journey of Hope: He described the coming year as an "open journey to be discovered," encouraging
believers to move forward with confidence, grace, and as agents of forgiveness.
e Focus on the Family: The Pope invoked Mary, Mother of God, as a model for intercession, urging
families to pray for peace. Critique of Global Violence: Speaking to the diplomatic corps, he lamented that
"war is back in vogue" and criticized the global reliance on weapons over dialogue.
His messages from the Vatican on Jan. 1, 2026, aimed to set a tone of reconciliation for the new year,
calling on all people to "start today to build a year of peace'.
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