
Welcome!
Today is the day! This Sunday 18  October, the high point of this year's celebrations will
be the 10.30am Mass celebrating the 60  year, to the day, that our church was Blessed
and Opened. After Mass we will have a celebratory morning tea in the hall with a video
display celebrating the occasion and a celebratory cake for the occasion. It will be a joy
to welcome visitors and former parishioners to join us for this celebration and to give
thanks to God for sixty years of worship in this place. Thank you to those who have
joined us for this special occasion, and welcome to our visitors. It is a joy to have you
with us. Please know you are always welcome here at St John Bosco’s parish. 
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You will see the image of Our Lady Help of Christians has been hung on the wall, near
the Altar of Our Lady. This is the image that was blessed by Pope Leo earlier this year
when I was in Rome, and it is to commemorate the Consecration of  our Parish to Our
Lady Help of Christians which we did in May this year. If anyone would like to donate
towards the cost of the framing, you are very welcome. The cost of the tapestry, border
and framing was $375. 
This Saturday evening at the 5pm Mass we will welcome the Year 3 families as they
prepare for First Reconciliation later this month.
Thank you to those who helped with the Working Bee on Saturday morning to prepare
for the celebrations this weekend. 
Christmas Raffle
In a few weeks time we will start selling tickets for our Christmas Raffle. We are looking
for donations of prizes for the raffle (and potential Christmas presents for you to use!) If
you have anything you would like to donate, please bring it along to Mass or drop it into
the presbytery. If you would like to donate a Gift Card or similar item, that would be
welcome also! We will use some of the funds from the Christmas Raffle to help cover the
costs of the 60  celebrations this year. th

The new sets of Thanksgiving envelopes can be collected from the foyer this weekend. 

Melbourne Ordinations
Saturday 14 November at 10am in St Patrick’s Cathedral. Deacons
Rhys Lowther and Dominic Lawes will be ordained to the priesthood,
and several other deacons will also be ordained. All are welcome!

Take a look at the windows! 
Our stained glass windows in the church all have a name and/or a
dedication on them. You might take a moment to look at these over
the next few weeks and give thanks and spare a prayer for the
generous donors.

       

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office. 

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:
 

Presbytery Account (1  collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

st

 - BSB:083 -347          Acc No.: 6616 52479   
                                                                   

Parish Account (2  collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347  AccNo.: 6568 74974

nd

                                                                                  

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or

the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue

the work of the Gospel. 

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

Holy Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass
Holy Days and Feast Days as announced

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
 1  Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.  

st

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the presbytery

 

Don’t forget ‘Frank and
Joan’, our friendly Tap

and Go machines in the
church foyer!

Parish News      
New to the Faith? Want to Know More? 

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism &
reception in the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or
speak to Fr David.   

Pray With Us 

A  W O R D  F R O M
T H E  P A S T O R . .

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.
 
The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc. 

Last week:
1  collection: $894st

2  collection: $1,667nd

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:

We recall in Prayer
Those who are sick
Maurice & Loretta; Javier Dillon; Adamo
Fiorenza

Recently Deceased
Mary Frewen

Anniversaries and Remembrances
Manuel Malanum; Kathleen Pinto; Gojko
Soldo; Mario Tilocca; Joyce McDowell; Don
McSweeney; Giovanni Danese; Myrtle
Moxon; Kevin O’Rourke; Fr Gavin
Fitzpatrick, Carmelo & Joe Bisognano

Contact Us

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday: private intention
Thursday: benefactors of the church
Friday: deceased parishioners SJB
Saturday: deceased pastors of SJB
Sunday: Pro popolo 

Stewardship

Wisdom of the Saints
Saint Cyprian: “Our union with Christ unifies affections and wills.”

Parish Priest
Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au
W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
F:St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie

Parish Office
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 10am - 4pm
Charles Meneze, Secretary
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Our Spiritual Life
Jesus also offers some advice on the words we should use when
we pray:
“In praying, do not babble like the pagans, who think that they
will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them.
Your Father knows what you need before you ask him.”
(Matthew 6:7-8)
This passage sometimes gets taken out of context by those who
accuse Catholics of practicing “vain repetition.” Jesus is not
condemning the use of vocal prayers (such as the Our Father,
Hail Mary, or Glory Be), but is instead advocating that we pray
from the heart. It’s fine to use prayers composed by someone
else, provided that we mean what we say! 
                                                               From www.catholicdigest.com

Our Liturgical Life
From Pope Leo’s Wednesday Audiences. (continued)

From this perspective, the first attitude to cultivate is listening,
so that the divine Word may penetrate our minds and our
hearts; at the same time, we are required to speak with God, not
to communicate to him what He already knows, but to reveal
ourselves to ourselves.
From The Documents of Vatican Council II. I. Dogmatic Constitution
Dei Verbum. 1. God speaks to men as to friends (Reading: Jn 15:15)

Thought for the Week
God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts.

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the vulnerable in our
community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

Funeral Notice
The funeral for Mary Frewen will take place on Thursday 22
October at 11am.

Coming Events
First Reconciliation for Year 3 students: 21 October
Grandparents Mass: Friday 23 October 9.30am
Christ the King Eucharistic Procession: Sunday 22 November
after 10.30am Mass, concluding with Benediction.
Seniors Christmas Lunch Wednesday 2 December at 12pm.
Please indicate on the sheet in the foyer if you are attending.
Sunday 13 December ‘Bambinelli Sunday’ Blessing of Cribs
and morning tea (coffee and Panettone); Drawing of the
Christmas Raffle after 10.30am Mass

Thank You!
Thank you to those who

participated in, and
assisted with our events

this year for the 60
birthday of the Church. 

th

Our monthly events were
a nice way to prepare for

this weekend: Parish
Mini-Mission and

suppers; morning teas;
Easter Raffle; ANZAC

memorial and
commemoration;

Dedication of the Parish
to Our Lady; Corpus
Christi Procession;
Seniors High Tea;

Personal pilgrimages etc.
Our coming events are
on the opposite page of

the bulletin. 
 

November
November is the month of the Holy Souls. A time for us to pray
for all those who have died. The Book of Remembrance will be in
the church during the month of November and November Mass
envelopes will be available for Masses to be offered for the Holy
Souls.

On 18 October 2026, the Catholic Church will mark the
100th World Mission Sunday. The annual celebration—
traditionally the penultimate Sunday in October—invites
Catholics to look beyond the boundaries of their own parish,
diocese and country and remember something
fundamental: we belong to a Church without borders.
Established by Pope Pius XI in 1926, World Mission Sunday
is set aside for prayer, reflection and support for the
Church’s mission of evangelisation, particularly in places
where the Church is young and communities face significant
challenges. 
Pope Leo XIV has chosen the theme ‘One in Christ, United
in Mission’ for this centenary year. More than a slogan, it is
an invitation to rediscover what makes the Church
missionary in the first place.

Do you know someone who would like to
become Catholic? Ask them? Invite them to
talk to  Fr David. We would love to welcome

new members into the Church and our
parish.

http://www.catholicdigest.com/


WHO IS OUR GOD?
Homilists today may be tempted to 
use this Gospel as an encouragement 
to honour taxation: every citizen 
contributes to the common good, and 
perhaps parishioners might even be urged 
to contribute a little more to the parish 
coffers. After all, Jesus does say, ‘Give to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar!’ While we 
certainly have a responsibility to support 
those social structures that advance the 
common good, and to assist those who 
struggle, something more troubling is at 
work in this Gospel. 
The setting is the Temple Mount, where 
Matthew presents Jesus undergoing a 
theological trial before religious leaders 
and guardians of orthodoxy. It is a scene 
repeated in every generation of Jesus’ 
followers: the attempt by theological 
rigorists to indict those whom they regard 
as out of step with orthodox teaching. 
Jesus refuses the premise of their question. 
Instead, he asks them to produce the coin 
used to pay the tax and to identify the 
figure and inscription upon it. ‘Caesar’s,’ 
they reply. 
Here lies the real issue. These religious 
leaders publicly champion the Torah’s 
fundamental confession that there is 
only one God. Yet, in Israel’s most sacred 
place, the Temple, they carry an image 
of the god-king Caesar. Their actions 
contradict the faith they claim to defend. 
Thus, today’s Gospel is not primarily 
about the lawfulness of taxation. It is 
about fidelity to the Divine One. Beneath 
the question of what belongs to Caesar 
lies the more searching question: Who is 
our God, the One to whom our ultimate 
love, allegiance and obedience belong?
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Fr Michael Trainor

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

18 October 2026Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

SERVING GOD THROUGH CIVIL SOCIETY. The kingdom of God is already present in 
our world. It is here that we practise the kingdom values of justice, honesty, love and 
compassion. It is here that we show our faith in action, work for love and persevere 
in hope. When we contribute to the well-being of civil society we are promoting the 
kingdom of God.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE  ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 16:6, 8

To you I call; for you will surely heed 
me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my 
words. Guard me as the apple of your 
eye; in the shadow of your wings protect 
me.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You are the firstborn of all creation:
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the head of the body, the Church:
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, / you take away the sins of 
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 
away the sins of the world, / receive our 
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. / 
Amen.

COLLECT

P. Almighty ever-living God, grant that we
may always conform our will to yours and
serve your majesty in sincerity of heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Isa 45:1, 4-6

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I have taken the hand of Cyrus to subdue 
nations before his countenance.

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whom he has taken by his right hand
to subdue nations before him
and strip the loins of kings,
to force gateways before him
that their gates be closed no more:

It is for the sake of my servant Jacob,
of Israel my chosen one,
that I have called you by your name,
conferring a title though you do not know 

me.
I am the Lord, unrivalled;
there is no other God besides me.
Though you do not know me, I arm you
that men may know from the rising to the 

setting of the sun
that, apart from me, all is nothing.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 95:1, 3-5, 7-10. R. v. 7

R. Give the Lord glory and honour.

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, / sing
to the Lord all the earth. / Tell among the
nations his glory / and his wonders among all
the peoples.  R.

2. The Lord is great and worthy of praise, /
to be feared above all gods; / the gods of the
heathens are naught. / It was the Lord who
made the heavens.  R.

3. Give the Lord, you families of peoples, /
give the Lord glory and power, / give the
Lord the glory of his name. / Bring an
offering and enter his courts.  R.

4. Worship the Lord in his temple. / O earth,
tremble before him. / Proclaim to the
nations: ‘God is king.’ / He will judge the
peoples in fairness.  R.

SECOND READING	 1 Thess 1:1-5

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Thessalonians
We are mindful of your faith, hope, and love.

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the 
Church in Thessalonika which is in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you 
grace and peace from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

  We always mention you in our prayers 
and thank God for you all, and constantly 
remember before God our Father how you 
have shown your faith in action, worked for 
love and persevered through hope, in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

  We know, brothers, that God loves you 
and that you have been chosen, because when 
we brought the Good News to you, it came to 
you not only as words, but as power and as 
the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Phil 2:15-16 

Alleluia, alleluia! / Shine on the world 
like bright stars; / you are offering it the 
word of life. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mt 22:15-21

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Give to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar
and to God the things that are God’s.

The Pharisees went away to work out between 
them how to trap Jesus in what he said. And 
they sent their disciples to him, together with 
the Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that 
you are an honest man and teach the way of 
God in an honest way, and that you are not 
afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank means 
nothing to you. Tell us your opinion, then. 
Is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not?’ But Jesus was aware of their malice and 
replied, ‘You hypocrites! Why do you set this 
trap for me? Let me see the money you pay 
the tax with.’ They handed him a denarius 
and he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose 
name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they replied. He then said 
to them, ‘Very well, give back to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar – and to God what belongs 
to God.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Grant us, Lord, we pray,
a sincere respect for your gifts,
that, through the purifying action of your

grace,
we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we 

serve.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 32:18-19

Behold, the eyes of the Lord
are on those who fear him,
who hope in his merciful love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Grant, O Lord, we pray, that, benefiting
from participation in heavenly things, we
may be helped by what you give in this
present age and prepared for the gifts that
are eternal. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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