The Combined Catholic Parishes of
Kyneton and Trentham

Revealing the Kingdom together!

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

First Reading: A reading from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 50:4-7)

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that | may know how to reply to
the wearied he provides me with speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear,
to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, | made no
resistance, neither did | turn away. | offered my back to those who struck me,
my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; | did not cover my face against insult
and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that | am untouched by the insults.
So, too, | set my face like flint; | know | shall not be shamed.

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

1. All who see me deride me.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.” (R.)

2. Many dogs have surrounded me,
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and my feet.
| can count every one of my bones. (R.)

3. They divide my clothing among them.
They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me! (R.)

4. | will tell of your name to my brethren
and praise you where they are assembled.
“You who fear the Lord give him praise;
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.
Revere him, Israel's sons.” (R.)

Second Reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
(Philippians 2:6-11)

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God

but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men are,
and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death,

death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is
above all other names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the
underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue
should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation: Philippians 2:8-9

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
Christ became obedient for us even to death

dying on the cross.

Therefore God raised him on high

and gave him a name above all other names.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

29t March 2026

Weekend Mass Times

Saturday Kyneton 6.00pm
Sunday Trentham 8.30am
Sunday Kyneton 10.30am
Sunday Blackwood 4.00pm

(2nd Sunday of every month)

Weekday Mass Times at Our Lady of
the Rosary, Kyneton

Monday (Communion Service) 8.00am

Tuesday 5.00pm
Weds (Communion Service) 8.00am
Thursday 9.00am
Saturday 9.00am
Friday 9.00am

Weekday Mass Times at St Mary
Magdalen, Trentham
Wednesday

Parish Office Address
53 Ebden Street, Kyneton 3444
Phone: (03) 5422 1261

Parish Office Postal Address

53 Ebden Street, Kyneton 3444
Kyneton Email

Kyneton@cam.org.au

Trentham Email
Trentham@cam.org.au

Parish Clergy

Fr. Declan O’Brien

E: Declan.Obrien@cam.org.au

M: 0457 708 586

H: (03) 5422 1608

Rev. Joe Leach (Deacon)

Phone: 0410 800 664

Administration

Admin: Leanne Maynes

Accountant: Genevieve Conlan

Tues & Thurs 9.00am —4.00pm
Outside of these hours, please leave
a message and your call will be
returned.

Parish Liaison (Trentham)

Rosalie White

Our Lady of the Rosary Primary
School

Principal: Anne Ferrie ‘ 3
P: (03) 5422 2056 S
E: info@kyneton.catholic.edu.au
Sacred Heart College

Principal: Dr. Darren Egberts

P: (03) 5421 1200
E:principal@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au

10.00am
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Gospel: The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew (Matthew 27:11-54)

Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the governor, and
the governor put to him this question, ‘Are you the king of the
Jews?’ Jesus replied, ‘It is you who say it.” But when he was
accused by the chief priests and the elders he refused to
answer at all. Pilate then said to him, ‘Do you not hear how
many charges they have brought against you?’ But to the
governor’'s complete amazement, he offered no reply to any
of the charges.

At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a
prisoner for the people, anyone they chose. Now there was
at that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas.
So when the crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Which do
you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is
called Christ?’ For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that they
had handed him over.

Now as he was seated in the chair of judgement, his wife
sent him a message, ‘Have nothing to do with that man; |
have been upset all day by a dream | had about him.’

The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded
the crowd to demand the release of Barabbas and the
execution of Jesus. So when the governor spoke and asked
them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release for you?’
they said ‘Barabbas’. ‘But in that case,” Pilate said to them
‘what am | to do with Jesus who is called Christ?’ They all
said, ‘Let him be crucified!” ‘Why?’ he asked ‘What harm has
he done?’ But they shouted all the louder, ‘Let him be
crucified” Then Pilate saw that he was making no
impression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So he took some
water, washed his hands in front of the crowd and said, ‘1 am
innocent of this man’s blood. It is your concern.” And the
people, to a man, shouted back, ‘His blood be on us and on
our children!” Then he released Barabbas for them. He
ordered Jesus to be first scourged and then handed over to
be crucified.

The governor’'s soldiers took Jesus with them into the
Praetorium and collected the whole cohort around him. Then
they stripped him and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and
having twisted some thorns into a crown they put this on his
head and placed a reed in his right hand. To make fun of him
they knelt to him saying, ‘Hail, king of the Jews! And they
spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head
with it. And when they had finished making fun of him, they
took off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and led
him away to crucify him.

On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene,
Simon by name, and enlisted him to carry his cross. When
they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place
of the skull, they gave him wine to drink mixed with gall,
which he tasted but refused to drink. When they had finished
crucifying him they shared out his clothing by casting lots,
and then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over him.

Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read:
‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” At the same time two
robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on
the left.

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and
said ‘So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three
days! Then save yourself! If you are God’s son, come down
from the cross!” The chief priests with the scribes and elders
mocked him in the same way. ‘He saved others,’ they said
‘he cannot save himself. He is the king of Israel; let him come
down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He put

his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he wants him.
For he did say, “l am the son of God.”” Even the robbers
who were crucified with him taunted him in the same way.

From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land
until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried
out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is,
‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ When
some of those who stood there heard this, they said, ‘The
man is calling on Elijah,” and one of them quickly ran to
get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and putting it on
a reed, gave it him to drink. ‘Wait!” said the rest of them
‘and see if Elijah will come to save him.” But Jesus again
crying out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit.

At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to
bottom; the earth quaked; the rocks were split; the tombs
opened and the bodies of many holy men rose from the
dead, and these, after his resurrection, came out of the
tombs, entered the Holy City and appeared to a number
of people. Meanwhile the centurion, together with the
others guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all
that was taking place, and they were terrified and said, ‘In
truth this was a son of God.’

The Gospel of the Lord

g From the desk of the

“pa Parish Priest

A Reflection from Project Compassion
Palm Sunday

It is only once in every three years that we publicly share
together Matthew’s full account of the arrest, trial and death
of Jesus. Today is that day. Matthew’s passion is rich in
every sense of the word. It is the longest account of what
Jesus endured, and it also has the most diverse cast of
characters. Only Matthew devotes attention, not only to the
tragic fate of Judas who was filled with remorse, but also to
the thirty pieces of silver which were used to buy a cemetery
for foreigners called the Field of Blood. Only Matthew tells us
about the dream of Pilate’s wife which leads her to send a
message to her husband that he should have nothing to do
with Jesus. Matthew’s Gospel features several dreams.
Joseph is told in a dream to take Mary as his wife, to flee
with his family to Egypt and later to return from Egypt.
Dreams are one of the many links between Matthew’s
Gospel and the Hebrew scriptures.
This is by no means to say that Matthew’s Gospel is merely
an interesting piece of literature. It is only to suggest that, in
Holy Week, Matthew’s Passion is a wonderful encounter to
enter slowly as we spend time with the Lord, allowing the
mystery of the cross to deepen within us.
The trial and death of Jesus reminds us of the tragedy of
injustice that continues to this day in so many places around
the world. Throughout Lent, Caritas Australia, through
Project Compassion, has attempted to draw our attention to
many important issues in our world. We have been invited to
take up the cross and follow Jesus in our own time as we
unite against poverty. We can pray, with Jesus, ‘Let it be as
you, not I, would have it.” God’s desire is for peace, healing
and unity in the face of all the challenges facing humanity.
Let us help Jesus carry the cross in our time.

Fr.D




PARISH GROUPS

We are grateful for the generosity of those who contribute to the following groups

Kyneton Parish Finance
Committee
Fr. Declan
Deacon Joe
Lindy Priest
Andrew Banks
‘a Parish Council to advise the
Parish Priest on financial
governance and financial
management’

Trentham Parish Finance

Committee
Fr. Declan
Tim Walsh

‘We are currently forming a
separate finance committee for
Trentham to advise the Parish
Priest on financial stewardship’

Parish Pastoral Team
Fr. Declan, Deacon Joe
Alice Walsh
Jackie Robson, Janet Sullivan
Damien Sandercock
Josephine Rutledge, Les Jones
Darren Egberts, Carol Bracher
‘a Parish Team to work with the
Parish Priest and support all
Parish groups’

Cooks Who Care

Meals for those in need...
A foodbank of frozen meals is
kept at the Parish Office for
anyone in need who calls. If
you are in need and would like
a meal please contact the
Parish Office.

St Mary Magdalen’s Op
Shop
Volunteers Always

Welcome
Bridge Street
Trentham

Phone: 0423 476 629

Monthly Cuppa & Chat

Angie’s Cafe
Mollinson Street
COFFEE & A CHAT
Every 2" Wednesday of the
month at 11.00am
Everyone Welcome

St Mary Magdalen’s
Church Cleaning Group

This month: Janet Sims
Volunteers always
welcome
Contact Parish Office

Grounds Maintenance
This month:
Barry Lynch
More volunteers to assist with
general clearing and
weeding greatly appreciated.
Contact Parish Office.

We Care:
For Help of Any Sort

Kyneton:

Liz: 0424 259 500
Dorothy: 0411 454 258
Trentham:
Janet: 5424 1830

Preloved Pedlar

Volunteers Always
Welcome

136 Mollison Street
Kyneton

Phone: 5422 7134

Email
prelovedpedlarolr@gmail.com

Scripture Study Group
Every Thursday at 2.30pm
for 1 hour in the side
chapel — Our Ldy of the
Rosary — Kyneton
Contact Terry Summers
on 0448 341 272 for
further details

Flower Arranging

Volunteers Appreciated.

If you would like to assist
with this in any way.

Contact Parish Office.

PARISH NOTICE

Please be advised that the Parish Office will be closed

on the following dates:-
14/04/2026 & 16/04/2026
21/04/2026 & 23/04/2026
28/04/2026 & 30/04/2026
05/05/2026 & 07/05/2026
12/05/2026 & 14/05/2026
19/05/2026

Office will reopen Thursday 21t May 2026Declan will
be available, could you please leave a message on the
answering service or email the office
Kyneton@cam.org.au and Fr. Declan will get back to

you in due course

Thought of the Week
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Priest & Presbytery by Direct Debit

Anyone not already contributing to the 15 Collecton — Parish Clergy and
2" Collection- Parish Upkeep expenses who would like to contribute

may do so by direct debit to the accounts below:-

Our Lady of the Rosary Presbytery Kyneton

BSB 083 347

Account 678241473

Our Lady of the Rosary Church Kyneton

BSB 083 347

Account 678889421

St Mary Magdalen’s Presbytery Trentham

BSB 083 347

Account 842535335

St Mary Magdalen’s Church Trentham

BSB 083 347

Account 451603919

Please use your surname as the reference.

Holy

~_Baptism

(«

We welcome into God’s family and
our Parish Community.

Lottie Cordy
daughter of
Kyle & Kate

And

William Edward Fisher

son of
Lucas & Tyana

Who were baptised at Our Lady of
the Rosary on Sunday 29" March

2026

Parish Financials

Profit and Loss Statements for both
parishes are available at the Parish Office.
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Feast Days this Week: Thursday 2"¢ April — Holy Thursday & Friday 3™ April —

Good Friday.

Next Week’s Rosters: 4t April 2026 & 5™ April 2026

Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 8.30am | Sunday 10.30am

Kyneton Trentham Kyneton

Introduction & The TBC Gloria Brown Jennifer Flanagan

Prayers of the

Faithful:

Readers TBC Janet Sims Andrew Banks
Desi Hickman

Special Ministers TBC Deacon Joe Bernadette

O’Sullivan

Counters 30t March 2026

John & Kerry O’Flaherty

Flowers - Kyneton 2 April 2026

All Flower ladies

Flowers/Cleaning — April 2026 Janet Sims

Trentham

Bulletin Folding: April 2026 Bev & Kevin Lynch
Y IN OUR PRAYERS

S

We continue to pray for the sick in our parish, including Fr. Shane Hoctor, Adrienne
Ryan, Mary Eppingstall, Sara Little, Mark Hunter, Matthew Lynch, Catherine Manning,
Oliver and James Mendis, KJ Meldrum, Joseph Hickman, Brendan Smith, Jenny Bowe

and Audrey Tunks.

We pray for those who have died recently including Les Jones, Doreen McKinley and
Srs Patricia O’'Brien, Maureen McManus and Berenice Kerr and we pray for those who

have died in any war torn countries.

We also pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time including Brendan Fallon,

John Sciberras and Victoria Mifsud.

PROJECT
COMPASSION

Palm Sunday
28-29 March 2026

* Caritas

AUSTRALIA

As Project Compassion 2026 comes to a close, we
thank you for your generous support throughout
Lent. This year, we shared the stories of four
inspiring people whose lives are being uplifted
through your compassion.

Your support is helping them overcome challenges
and build stronger futures. There is still time to
donate! Together, we can continue nurturing hope
and empowering communities facing poverty and
injustice.

this Lent

Please donate today.

You can support Project Compassion 2026 through
the donation boxes, envelopes or by scanning the
QR code.

Or online at:
WwWw.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
Or by calling: 1800 024 413

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against
Poverty this Lent.
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EASTER FLOWERS NEEDED

As we prepare to welcome the joy
and peace of Easter, we would
love to fill our church with beautiful
flowers.

If you wish to contribute fresh
flowers for our Easter
arrangements, please bring them
and leave in the Church porch
buckets from Tuesday 31 March
till Holy Thursday 2 April by
10.30am at latest, if possible,
thank you.

Flowers can be collected by calling
Liz 0424 259 500 or Betty
Cornthwaite 0408 318 560.

Baptisms

Are arranged by
appointment with the
Parish Priest.
Baptisms are usually
last Sunday of the Month.

Marriages

Arranged by appointment
with Fr Declan at least 6
months in advance.
Brochure and Booking
Form available from
Parish Office after initial
discussion with Fr Declan.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Saturday 9.30am-
10.00am & 5.00pm —
5.30pm

Child Protection
Compliance Notice

The Combined Parishes
of Kyneton and Trentham,
together with the
Archdiocese of Melbourne
are committed to the
safety, wellbeing and
dignity of all children,
young people and
vulnerable adults. Any
issues relating to Child
Safety, please ring
0478 850 754

The Combined Parishes
of Kyneton and
Trentham community
warmly welcomes
visitors and new
parishioners. We invite
new parishioners to
introduce themselves to
Fr Declan, fill in the
information sheet found
on the table at the back
of the church and place
it on either collection
plate or contact Leanne
directly at the Parish
Office on (03) 5422 1261
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