
First Reading   Isaiah 11:1-10
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances,
he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of
   the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless,
his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, 
faithfulness the belt about his hips.
The wolf lives with the lamb,
the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together
with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair
the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm,
on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters swell the sea.
That day, the root of Jesse
shall stand as a signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7
(R.)  Justice shall flourish in his time, 

and fullness of peace for ever.

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. (R.)

2. In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to the earth’s

 bounds. (R.)
3. For he shall save the poor when they cry

and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. (R.)

4. May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
all nations bless his name. (R.)

Second Reading   Romans 15:4-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
Christ, the hope of all people.

Everything that was written long ago in the 
scriptures was meant to teach us something 
about hope from the examples scripture gives 
of how people who did not give up were helped 
by God. And may he who helps us when we 
refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant 
with each other, following the example of 
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice 
you may give glory to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to 
treat each other in the same friendly way as 
Christ treated you. The reason Christ became 
the servant of circumcised Jews was not only 
so that God could faithfully carry out the 
promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to 
get the pagans to give glory to God for his 
mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this I 
shall praise you among the pagans and sing 
your name.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.

This man John wore a garment made of 
camel-hair with a leather belt round his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and 
the whole Jordan district made their way to 
him, and as they were baptised by him in the 
river Jordan they confessed their sins. But 
when he saw a number of Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism he said to 
them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly 
from the retribution that is coming? But if 
you are repentant, produce the appropriate 
fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, 
“We have Abraham for our father,” because, 
I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham 
from these stones. Even now the axe is laid 
to the roots of the trees, so that any tree 
which fails to produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in 
water for repentance, but the one who 
follows me is more powerful than I am, and I 
am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his 
threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the 
barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that 
will never go out.’
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection by Greg Sunter
When John the Baptist performed baptism it 
was for the forgiveness of sin. The baptism he 
gave was a mark of the desire to enter into a 
new life of right action. It was not a baptism of 
initiation into community that is the case today. 
John had two key words that he is recorded as 
preaching: repent and prepare. His call for 
repentance was a call to turn away from sin; a 
call to have a change of heart; a call to turn 
one’s life around and make a fresh start. His 
call for preparation is in the long line of 
prophets that includes the great prophet Isaiah 
from whom we take today’s first reading. All of 
the prophets urged the people towards hope in 
the future. Isaiah and others spoke specifically 
of a person – a Messiah – who would bring that 
hope to reality. But the tradition demanded a 
readiness for the Messiah and that was the call 
to preparation that John the Baptist echoed at 
the beginning of the public life of Jesus.
John’s taunting of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees is an indication of this need for 
preparation and readiness. He accuses them of 
being too confident of their own rightness. He 
demands proof from them of their honest 
repentance: ‘but if you are repentant, produce 
the appropriate fruit’. Rather, he suspects that 
they think that salvation is assured for them by 
virtue of being a Jew; a son of Abraham. He 
warns them that an axe hangs poised to cut 
down any part of the Jewish tradition that is 
failing to produce good fruit. This is a theme 
that is picked up later by Jesus himself; you 
can’t be complacent about your own position, 
you have to welcome the new truth revealed by 
Jesus and give yourself wholeheartedly to God.

Gospel Acclamation   Lk 3:4, 6 
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make
   straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia
Gospel   Matthew 3:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he 
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and 
this was his message: ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This 
was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of 
when he said:
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Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility. 
 

The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of children, 
young people and vulnerable people in our 
community. Child protection and the dignity of 
every person is the responsibility of everyone. 
 

 
 

 

IN  OUR  PRAYERS 
 

Sick:  
Rosa Gangemi; Monika Marland; Robyn; Rose; 
Peter Falzon; Nancy Green; Emily & Grace; 
Edmund Boileau; Brady Dizon; John Burns; 
Hazel; Alex Mather; Joseph Nguyen Ngoc Thi; 
Claudia & Thomas; Maria Nguyen Lam Quynh; 
Andreu & Marita; Giovanni; Mellisa, Adamo. 
 
 

Recently Deceased:  
Carmela Russo; Rosaria Cavallaro; Rommel 
Dizon; Antonia Serrano; Cassandra Galati; 
Chloe Gomez; Giovanna Montalto; Renzo 
Lanini; Filippo Ardino; Giuseppe Di Pasquale; 
John Zeolla. 
 
 

Anniversaries & Remembrances:  
Louis Farrugia; Francesco & Maria Panetta; 
Victor Degabriele; Fantino & Annunziata 
Avignone; Charlie Galea; Charlie Sciberras; 
Dominic Cumbo; Joseph & Consiglia Grima; 
Emmanuel, Teresa & Menu Sammut; Francis 
& Bernarda Grima; John & Tonina Darmanin; 
Emmanuel & Nazzarena Farrugia; Carmelo & 
Rita De Bono; Joseph Apap; Victor Micallef. 
 
 

Parish Support Programme:  
Pledge: $2,588   Received: $2,233 
Shortfall: $355    Loose: $887 
Presbytery: $1,622 
 
 

 

 Contributing to the Collections 
 You may wish to use the QR code 
 if you have left your cash at home. 
 Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 
 

Christian Meditation 
Maranatha ... Come Lord Jesus 
Parent’s Room in the Church.  

All welcome: Monday Dec 8, 10 - 11am 
 
 

Christian Meditation Group  
will hold the  
8th hour of Grace to Mother Mary  
at 12pm in the church.  
followed by  
Rosary 
Devotion to Divine Mercy  
Stations of the Cross  
All Welcome 
 
 

Christmas Activities 
 
 
 

 Individual Reconciliation (with many Priests) 
 Monday 15th December 7pm  
 Vietnamese; English; Italian - Fr Paul 
 

 Tuesday 16th December 7pm 
 English; (Maltese; Italian-Fr Paul, Fr Buhagiar) 
 

 

 Christmas Masses 
 

 Christmas Eve - Wednesday 24th December 
 Family Mass      6:00pm 
 Vietnamese Mass     9:00pm 
 Carols & Midnight Mass   11:30pm 
 

 Christmas Day - Thursday 25th December 
 English   8:00am & 9:30am 
 Vietnamese    11:00am 
 

          Advent Prayer Sessions with 
       Sr Connie &  Sr Mayla 

 

       Wednesdays 10am in the  
    Pastoral Centre. Everyone welcome. 

 

 Christmas Rosters 
 Are in the foyer of the church – Please 
 indicate where you can help out at Masses. 
 

 Delivery of Christmas Cards 
 Please take a bundle and deliver to streets 
 listed in the letter.  
 

 Christmas Items Available in the Foyer 
 Majellan Christmas cards 10 pk 
 2026 Columban Calendars 
 $10 each available after Mass 
 Please bring correct money. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Gifts Tags on the Christmas Tree 
 Vinnies thanks the parishioners 
for their amazing support with all 
the tags taken from the tree. We 
now request donations for older 
family members, parents & carers. 
 

 
 

 

HEALING MASS FOR THE SICK & ELDERLY 
 

    Thursday 11th December at the 9.15am 
Mass, followed by morning tea on the 

terrace. Everyone is welcome. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Monday 8th December          
Mass              9:15am & 6:30pm 
 

Congratulations to Fr Paul 
 

As he celebrates his 32nd Anniversary of 
Ordination to the Priesthood on Our Lady’s 
Feast Day, Monday 8th December.  
May he continue to be blessed as he labours 
in God’s vineyard. 
 
 

The Augustinian Sisters Latest Newsletter   
Read about Sr Lorraine’s journey 
to the Philipines and Vietnam. 
https://www.asjmoz.org/mission-
news-november-2025.html 

 
 

 

NEW  PARISHIONERS 
We welcome you and ask that you make 
yourself known to us by completing the New 
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms 
under Recommended Links on our website 
and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 

 
 

St Martin de Porres Parish 
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034 

 www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Paul Tru 
 

Secretaries: Lee Tran: Wednesday - Friday 
        Charles Meneze: Tuesday 
New Office Hours: Closed Monday 

      10am - 3pm  Tuesday - Friday  
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm 
         Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol) 
Phone:          9337 6016 
E-mail:           avondaleheights@cam.org.au 
 

Weekend Masses    
                  Saturday Vigil                 6:00pm 

   Sunday         8:00am & 9:30am 
                  Vietnamese                 11:00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
   Tuesday to Friday          9:15am 

Benediction       Wednesday after Mass 
Reconciliation   Wednesday        10.00am 

             Saturday               5:30pm 
 

St Martin de Porres School 
 

Principal:       Stefanie Harvey  
Secretaries:  Mary Carmuciano 

        Maria Aloe 
Phone:         9331 9000 
E-mail: 
principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 

     www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
 

The Augustinian Sisters 
 

Convent:          2 Venice Court, 
          Avondale Heights 

Phone:           9337 4595 
E-mail:           sisaugustinian@gmail.com 
Website:         www.asjmoz.org 
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