
First Reading   Isaiah 2:1-5

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord will gather all nations in eternal 
peace in the kingdom of God.

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In the days to come
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains
and be lifted higher than the hills.
All the nations will stream to it, peoples 
without number will come to it; and 
they will say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord,

to the Temple of the God of Jacob
that he may teach us his ways
so that we may walk in his paths;
since the Law will go out from Zion,
and the oracle of the Lord from

Jerusalem.’
He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into 

ploughshares,
their spears into sickles.
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
O House of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1.
(R.)   Let us go rejoicing to the house of

 the Lord.

1. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
'Let us go to God’s house.’
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)

2. It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord.
For Israel’s law it is,
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of
    judgement
of the house of David. (R.)

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray: 
‘Peace be to your homes!
May peace reign in your walls,
in your palaces, peace!’ (R.)

4. For love of my brethren and friends 
I say: ‘Peace upon you!’
For love of the house of the Lord 
I will ask for your good. (R.)

Second Reading   Romans 13:11-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
The time has come, our salvation is near.

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must 
wake up now: our salvation is even nearer 
than it was when we were converted. The 
night is almost over, it will be daylight soon 
– let us give up all the things we prefer to
do under the cover of the dark; let us arm
ourselves and appear in the light. Let us
live decently as people do in the daytime:
no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or
licentiousness, and no wrangling or
jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.
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1st Sunday of Advent, Year A 30 November 2025

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA
We may be accustomed to think of Advent as 
the time when we prepare for the coming of 
God, but the readings also train our attention 
on our own journey to God. We see this most 
clearly in this first Sunday with readings that 
tell us the identity of the pilgrims, the 
destination toward which they travel, and the 
way of life that is required of them on their 
journey. As the Vatican Council has 
proclaimed: We are a pilgrim people.
Both the reading from Isaiah and the psalm 
response speak of the pilgrimage to the 
mountain of the Lord, the place where God 
can be found. Although the psalm speaks 
about Jerusalem and refers to the temple 
there, the broader theological significance of 
the mountain, the city and the temple is one 
and the same. They represent the presence 
of God in our midst, and this presence is the 
goal of our striving. There are clear directions 
about how we are to live while we are on this 
pilgrimage to God. In Isaiah we learn that we 
must put away our instruments of violence 
and hatred, our swords and our spears. Lest 
we pick them up again, we are told to convert 
them into life-producing implements, into 
ploughs and pruning hooks. Paul exhorts us 
to put away our deeds of darkness and self-
indulgence and to clothe ourselves instead in 
the deeds of Jesus Christ. Matthew points out 
the need for alertness, attentiveness, a 
disposition that is open to a change of heart.

Gospel Acclamation   Ps 84:8

Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Matthew 24:37-44

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew
Stay awake, you must be ready.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was 
in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son 
of Man comes. For in those days before 
the Flood people were eating, drinking, 
taking wives, taking husbands, right up 
to the day Noah went into the ark, 
and they suspected nothing till the Flood 
came and swept all away. It will be like 
this when the Son of Man comes. Then 
of two men in the fields one is taken, 
one left; of two women at the millstone 
grinding, one is taken, one left.

‘So stay awake, because you do not know 
the day when your master is coming. You 
may be quite sure of this that if the 
householder had known at what time of 
the night the burglar would come, he 
would have stayed awake and would not 
have allowed anyone to break through the 
wall of his house. Therefore, you too must 
stand ready because the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility. 
 

The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of children, 
young people and vulnerable people in our 
community. Child protection and the dignity of 
every person is the responsibility of everyone. 
 

 
 

 

IN  OUR  PRAYERS 
 

Sick:  
Peter Falzon; Nancy Green; Emily & Grace; 
Edmund Boileau; Brady Dizon; John Burns; 
Hazel; Alex Mather; Joseph Nguyen Ngoc Thi; 
Claudia & Thomas; Maria Nguyen Lam Quynh; 
Monika Marland; Andreu & Marita; Giovanni; 
Adamo; Robyn; Rose; Mellisa, Rose.  
 
 

Recently Deceased:  
Rosaria Cavallaro; Cassandra Galati; Antonia 
Serrano; Rommel Dizon; Filippo Ardino; Chloe 
Gomez; Giovanna Montalto; Renzo Lanini; 
Giuseppe Di Pasquale; John Zeolla; Assunta 
Esposito. 
 
 

Anniversaries & Remembrances:  
Giuseppe Giliberto (1st); Filomena Gurrisi; 
Sam Lentini; Rocco Barbaro; Charlie Galea; 
Dominic Cumbo; Joseph & Consiglia Grima; 
Emmanuel, Teresa & Menu Sammut; Francis 
& Bernarda Grima; John & Tonina Darmanin; 
Emmanuel & Nazzarena Farrugia; Carmelo & 
Rita De Bono; Joseph Apap; Victor Micallef; 
Charlie Sciberras. 
 
 

Parish Support Programme:  
Pledge: $2,588   Received: $2,255 
Shortfall: $333    Loose: $896 
Presbytery: $1,582 
 
 

 

 Contributing to the Collections 
 You may wish to use the QR code 
 if you have left your cash at home. 
 Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 
 

Christian Meditation 
Maranatha ... Come Lord Jesus 
Parent’s Room in the Church.  

All welcome: Monday Dec 8, 10 - 11am 
 
 

Devotion to Divine Mercy 
Mondays: 2.30pm Rosary 
3pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

followed by Stations of the Cross, 4pm finish. 
 
 
 

 
 

              CELEBRATION  THIS  WEEKEND 
 

           Baptism: Riccardo Iervasi 
           Thomas & Samuel Battista 

 

 
 
 

 

Christmas Activities 
 
 
 
 
 Reconciliation 
 Vietnamese           Monday 15th Dec. 7pm 
 English       Tuesday 16th Dec. 7pm 
 
 
 

          Advent Prayer Sessions with 
       Sr Connie &  Sr Mayla 

 

       Wednesdays 10am in the  
    Pastoral Centre. Everyone welcome. 

 
 

 Christmas Items Available in the Foyer 
 Majellan Christmas cards 10 pk 
 2026 Columban Calendars 
 $10 each available after Mass 
 Please bring correct money. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 Gifts Tags on the Christmas Tree 
 Vinnies will be supporting needy families in 
 Avondale Heights and East Keilor with our 
 annual Christmas Toy Hampers.  
 Please take a tag home and 
 buy a gift according to the gender 
 and age of the person and place 
 it under the tree.  
 Vinnie volunteers will distribute 
 the hampers to the needy by Christmas. 
 

 
 
 

 

HEALING MASS FOR THE SICK & ELDERLY 
 
 

    Thursday 11th December at the 9.15am 
Mass, followed by morning tea on the 

terrace. Everyone is welcome. 
 

 
 
 

 

NEW  PARISHIONERS 
We welcome you and ask that you make 
yourself known to us by completing the New 
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms 
under Recommended Links on our website 
and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

Advent Prayer Week One 
 

 Lord, Jesus, 
   you are both the light and the darkness. 
 Send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations 
   for Christmas. 
 We, who have so much to do, seek quiet  
   spaces to hear your voice each day. 
 We, who are anxious over many things,  
   look forward to your coming among us. 
 We, who are blessed in so many ways,  
   long for the complete joy of your kingdom. 
 We, whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy  
   of your presence. 
 We, who feel the pain of injustice, 
   long for harmony across all creation. 
 We are your people, walking in darkness,  
   yet seeking the light. 
 To you we say, 
 Come Lord Jesus! 
 
 

 Amen.  
 

 Loreto Justice Network 
 

 
 

 
    

 In lieu of Christmas presents some families 
 may like to support Caritas this Christmas. 
 

 Christmas Appeal 
 This Christmas will you provide food, shelter 
 and emotional support to families caught in  
 the darkness of ongoing violence. 
 www.caritas.org.au/Christmas 
 

 Global Gift Christmas Cards 
 When you purchase a Christmas card for 
 your loved one, it's an act of compassion.  
 Every card helps provide clean water, 
 education, and food security to vulnerable 
 communities worldwide. 
 www.globalgifts.org.au/ 
 

 Emergency Appeals 
 Support vulnerable communities impacted  
 by disasters and emergencies. 
 www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-
appeals/ 
 

 
 

St Martin de Porres Parish 
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034 

 www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Paul Tru 
 

Secretaries: Lee Tran: Wednesday - Friday 
        Charles Meneze: Tuesday 
New Office Hours: Closed Monday 

      10am - 3pm  Tuesday - Friday  
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm 
         Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol) 
Phone:          9337 6016 
E-mail:           avondaleheights@cam.org.au 
 

Weekend Masses    
                  Saturday Vigil                 6:00pm 

   Sunday         8:00am & 9:30am 
                  Vietnamese                 11:00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
   Tuesday to Friday          9:15am 

Benediction       Wednesday after Mass 
Reconciliation   Wednesday        10.00am 

             Saturday               5:30pm 
 

St Martin de Porres School 
 

Principal:       Stefanie Harvey  
Secretaries:  Mary Carmuciano 

        Maria Aloe 
Phone:         9331 9000 
E-mail: 
principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 

     www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
 

The Augustinian Sisters 
 

Convent:          2 Venice Court, 
          Avondale Heights 

Phone:           9337 4595 
E-mail:           sisaugustinian@gmail.com 
Website:         www.asjmoz.org 
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