Itursea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch
of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John
son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went
through the whole Jordan district proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
zins, as it iz written in the book of the sayings

of the prophet Isaish:
A woice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make hiz paths straight.
Every walley will be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low;
winding ways will be straightened
and rough roads made smooth.
And all mankind shsll see the salvation

of God.

The Gospel of the Lord.

E. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY
PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed
|_believe in one God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invis-
ible.l believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. | believe
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.| confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

each prayer:

E. Blessed be God for ever.

F. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisterz), that
nvy sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P Be pleazed, O Lord, with our humble
prayers and offerings, and, since we have no
merits to plead cur causze, come, we pray, to

our rescue with the protection of your mercy
Through Christ cur Lord.

E. Amen.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

F. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

F. Lift up your hearts.

. R. We lift them up to the Lord.

F. Let uz give thanks to the Lord our God.
- R. It is right and just.

PREFACE | OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:

- All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
- Heaven and carth are full of vour glory.
- Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

F. The myystery of faith.

All: When we cat this Bread and drink
this Cup, we proclaim vour Death,

O Lord, until vou come again.

F. At the Saviour’s command and formed by

divine teaching, we dare to say-

All: Our Father. who art in heaven ...

P Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

F. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace

. LAMB OF GOD
: All: Lamb of God, vou take away the sins

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread i Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

and rs, and then the chalice, we respond to . the world, have mcrcy on us.
s, ’ e ¢ Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

- the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

© P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
. takes awsy the sins of the world. Blessed are
. those called to the supper of the Lamb.
* R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should
your hands for the praise and glory of his = enter under my roof, but only say the :

word and my soul shall be healed.

. COMMUNION ANTIPHON  Bar 5: 5; 4: %6
© Jerusalem, arise and stand upen the 5
. heights, and behold the joy which comes
. to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

. P. Replenished by the food of spiritusl

. nourishment, we humbly beseech you,

. O Lord, that, through our partaking in this
mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely

. the things of earth and hold firm to the
thingz of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
- R. Amen.

of the world, have mercy on us.
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THE CONCLUDING RITES

F. The Lord be with you.

¢ R. And with vour spirit.

F. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, B and the Holy
¢ Spirit.

¢ R. Amen.

- P Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your
- life

. R. Thanks be to God.

 BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD

Todsy's Gospel places us  squarely
within hi&tﬂl‘}«' and competing political
leadership. Luke introduces us to the
ascetic and enigmatic figure of John the
Baptizer There are four element: to
Luke's presentation of John. He comes
into Luke's Gospel within the context of
imperial power, local politics and religious
leadership; he proclaims a baptism ‘of
repentance’; his ministry reflectz the
liberating words of the ancient prophet,
Isaizh, to prepare for the coming of
the Messiah. Significantly, God's word
comes to John in the wilderness. Thiz iz
the symbalic place of nothingness and
struggle. It's a marginal and liminal space
and links to Israel's encounter with Ged
in their forty years' wanderings.

These four aspects about John speak to
us: We szeek to live our contemporary
discipleship with suthenticity and fidelity
within a world of power pelitics and
church struggles; we, too, find curselves at
times in life’s ‘wilderness'—that symbal
of struggle and nothingness; at the same
time, we zeek to honour our baptismal
commitment az we desire to orent our
lives towards God; we prepare curselves,
in the spirit of [saiah, for the coming of
our Meszziah, Jesus.

Thiz Sunday might become a time
to invite John the Baptist to be our
companicn in preparing our hearts for the
birth of Jesus. In the words of Izaiah, we
are invited this Sunday to ‘Prepare a way
for the Lord, make his paths straight’. We
ready our hearts for God's coming to us in
the anticipated birth of Jesus.

Fr MicHarr TrRamoR
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PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD. The season of Advent is a time in which we prepare
for the Lord's coming. We prepare for the feast of Christmas which commemorates his
first coming as a child in Bethlehem. And we prepare also for his final coming in glory.
We do this by heeding John the Baptist’s call to repentance, and by striving for ‘peace
through integrity, and honour through devotedness’.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

of. Isa 30: 19, 30 since God means to chow your splendour to

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will
come to save the nations, and the Lord
will make the glory of his voice heard in
the jov of vour heart.

GREETING

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

E. Amen.

F. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

E. And with vour spirit.

PEMITENTIAL ACT

P Brethren (brothers and zisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
oursebves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy:

E. Lord. have mercy.

F You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy
E. Christ, have mercy.

You are ceated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy
E. Lord. have mercy.

E f\l'[,a}r alm.ight}r God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

The Gloria iz not said during Advent

COLLECT

F. Almighty and merciful God, may no
earthly undertaking hinder those who zet
out in haste to meet your Son, but may
our leamning of hesvenly wisdom gain us
admittance to his company Who lives and
reignz with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Baruch.
Jerusalem — God will show ypou splendour:

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and
distress,

put on the beauty of the glory of Geod for ever,

wrap the cloak of the integrity of God

arcund you,

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
¢ K. The Lord has done great things for us: R. Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

. Allcluia, allcluia!

Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths: all people shall see the
. salvation of God. Alleluia!
. GOSPEL

- P. The Lord be with you.

- R. And with your spirit

. P A reading from the holy Gospel according

¢ to Luke.

* R. Glory to you, O Lord.

All people shall see the salvation of God.

In the fifteenth year of Tiberiuz Caesar's
reign, when Fontius Filate was governor
i of Tudaes, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his
" brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of

put the diadem of the glory of the Eternsl
on your head:

every nation under heaven,

since the name God g’n‘es you for ever will ]:se,
‘Peace through integrity, and honour through

devotedness.’

Arize, Jeruzalem, stand on the heights

and turn your eyes to the sast:

. see your sons reassembled from west and east
at the command of the Holy One, jubilant

that God has remembered them.

Though they left you on foot,

with enemiez for an escort,

now God brings them back to you

. like royal princes carried back in glory

For God has decreed the flattening

of each high mountain, of the everlasting hillz,
* the filling of the valleys to make the ground

levrel

so that [srael can walk in safety under the

glory of God.

And the forests and every fragrant tree will

previde shade

for Izrael at the command of God;
. for God will guide Israel in joy by the light

of hiz glory

with his mercy and integrity for escort.

The word of the Lord.

" R. Thanks be to God.

we are filled with jow

- 1. When the Lord delivered Zion from
bondage, /it seemed like a dream. / Then

¢ was our mouth filled with laughter, / on our
lips there were zongs. K.

2. The heathens themsebres said: “What
marvelz / the Lord worked for them!' / What

LITURGY OF THE WORD

were glad. K.
Bar 5:1-9 3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage / as
streams in dry land. / Thoze who are sowing
in tears /will sing when t].'I.E}F reap. K.
4. They go out, they go out, full of tears /
carrying zeed for the sowing: / they come
back, they come back, full of song, / carrying
¢ their sheaves. ER.

marvels the Lord worked for us! / Indeed we

¢ SECOND READING

8 Decemser 2024

_ Phil 1:3-6, 8-11
. A reading from the letter of 5t Paul to the
Philippians.

Show yourselves sinless and withowt blame in
the day of Christ.

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with

¢ jow, Temembering how you have helped to
© spread the Good News from the day you first
* heard it right up to the present. [ am quite
. certain that the One whe began this good
wark in you will zee that it is finizhed when
the Day of Chrizt Jesus comes. God knows
hew much I mizs you all, loving you as Christ
¢ Jesus loves you. My prayer iz that your love
for each other may increase more and more
¢ and never stop improving your knowledge
© and deepening your perception so that you
~ can always recognize what is best. This will
- help you to become pure and blameless, and
. prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you
. will reach the perfect goodness which Jesus
¢ Christ produces in us for the glory and praise

 of God.
Ps125. R w3

The word of the Lord.

Lk 3:4, 6

Lk 3:1-6
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
SEMINARIAN: Bro Nicolas Calandra
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday Morning: 9.15am
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat
(Friday will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to 5.45pm
before 6pm Mass or upon request

BAPTISM
Please contact the Parish Centre on 9791 4611

MARRIAGE
Please book the Church at the same time as
you book your venue. As marriage preparation
is an essential condition of marriage, you must
book your preparation course at least 4 months
prior to the wedding. Further details can be ob-
tained from Fr. Sebastian

HOUSE BLESSING
If any Parishioner would like their house to be
blessed, please contact Franca or at the Parish
office on 9791-4611 to make a booking with
either Fr Sebastian

COMMUNION AND ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-4611 if a
sick person is seriously ill, homebound or hospi-
talised and wants to receive Holy Communion or
the Sacrament of Anointing.

Any parishioners who take Communion to the
sick, could you please put your name and the
person you are taking Communion to, into the
Communion to the Sick book. This book is kept

in the sacristy.

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650
New St, Dandenong.

Principal: Terry Gardiner

St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000
Caroline St, Dandenong.

Principal: Timothy Hogan

St. Mary’s Community Centre 7064 3928
Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

BINGO AT ST MARY’S

St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at 12noon &
Saturdays at 6.30pm_in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

St Mary’s Parish, Dandenong
Christmas Carols

SECOND SUNDAY OF | V E

CANDLE OF A
Peace )

e

The second candle, also
purple, represents

We Invite you to celebrate this spe-
cial time of the year with us !
Come and enjoy the carols with
your family and friends.

Friday, 13th December 2024
at 6:30pm (in the Church)

peace. It is called the
®) ‘Bethlehem Candle” as
areminder of Mary
. and Joseph's journey to
Bethlehem.

The SIMBANG GABI (NIGHT MASS)
at St Mary’s Parish is on again.
It is a Filipino tradition of having 9 days of masses
in anticipation for Christmas.
When: 15 - 23 December 2024
Time: 7:30 pm start

o

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate—We are John the Baptists
Do we have to be like John the Baptist, eccentrically dressed and scaveng-
ing for food, to prepare the way of the Lord? No. You and I are called to
be a John or Joan the Baptist, preparing people’s hearts in our own time
and place.
But we have to allow God to prepare our hearts for this role. John the
Baptist challenges us to ‘Repent’, i.e. to turn around our own lives seeking
God’s forgiveness. John then challenges us to see the big picture which is
that All who live shall see the salvation of God’.
Pope Francis is the exemplary universal pastor inspiring us to become ‘les
mercifuls sans frontieres’. And young people through social media are
already saying ‘We are one community of human beings on this fragile
planet’.
The challenge for most of us is more immediate and apparently of smaller
scope. The challenge this Advent is to identify the one person whose heart
you can help prepare to celebrate the coming of the Lord Jesus in three
weeks’ time. The best method is to let that person see your faith and joy
centred on that little Jewish baby lying in a manger.
Do that, and who knows what may happen because that little baby is in
fact the Sovereign Lord of history and of the whole cosmos. With God’s
grace, you don’t have to be as eccentric or bizarre as John the Baptist to
play your part in changing the course of history!
We could take a moment to pray that, repenting of our own sins where
necessary, we may prepare the heart of at least one person so that the Lord
Jesus may enter in this Christmas, helping him fulfil his mission that all
who live shall see the salvation of God.

BYO finger foods to share after the mass and some Filipino ' .
delicacies will be provided. { g?&;
EVENT: ST MARY’S NEW YEARS EVE DINNER DANCE

DATE: TUESDAY 31ST, DECEMBER 2024
TIME: SPM-MIDNIGHT
WHERE: ST MARY’S COMMUNITY CENTRE,
NEW STREET, DANDENONG
$45 PER HEAD
TICKETS WILL BE ON SALE AFTER EACH MASS

COST:

PARISH PILGRIMAGES 2025

Dear Parishioners as you are aware Holy Father Pope Francis has
announced that 2025 will be the year of Jubilee, something which
happens every 25 years. The theme is “Pilgrims of Hope”.

St Mary’s Parish as announced earlier this year is organising to visit some
of the sacred shrines of eastern europe e.g. Divine Mercy (Poland),
Infant Jesus (Prague), Medjuogorje (Bosnia) and also some of the Marian
Shrines Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal) and other
Holy places in Italy
Divine Mercy Pilgrimage (May 2025)

Marian Shrines of Europe Pilgrimage (June 2025)
FLYERS ARE AVAILABLE IN CHURCH FOYER

NEW THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES The new set of Thanksgiving
Envelopes for 15th December 2024 to 8th June 2025 are now ready for
collection from the church foyer. If you are a Direct Debit or Credit Card Giver
and would like a Thanksgiving Statement, please email or contact the parish
office. Thank you.

Bro. Nicolas will be hosting ADVENT REFLECTIONS every
Tuesday in Advent 10th & 17th December 2024
7:00-8:00pm. Parish Meeting Room 1 all are welcome.

ST MARY’S PARISH—CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE 2024/25

Confession
Thursday 19 December — 10 am & also
at6 pm—7:30 pm.
Monday 23rd December— 6 pm—7:00pm

Christmas Eve — Tuesday 24th December 2024
: 9:15 am Mass
' 5:00 pm Christmas Carols
5:30 pm Family Mass
8:00 pm Chaldean (Arabic) Mass
11:30 pm Christmas Carols
Midnight Mass — Midnight.

W

Christmas Day — Wednesday 25 December 2024
8:30 am & 10:30 am — Mass
12:30 pm Chaldean Mass
Please Note: No evening Mass at 5:30 pm on Christmas Day

ST MARY’S PARISH—FUNERAL NOTICE
T NICK VENUTO o]
9.11.1928 ~ 29.11.2024

=

Gy

TUESDAY 10TH DECEMBER
ROSARY 11:00am & FUNERAL SERVICE 11:15am

CHRISTMAS to NEW YEAR
MASS SIGN UP SHEETS

ROSTER WEEKEND 14-15 DEC

READERS The Sign up sheets for Christmas

. . : Eve, Christmas Day, New Year
o Swan & Shvn Vs G Dectonerio 1
10:30am: Raul & Elizabeth January) are kept in the church

A o . foyer. All Mass Volunteers are
5:30pm:  Grace & Leni invited to put your name on the

sheets, if you would like to be a

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS reader, eucharistic minister or
6:00pm: Bibiana, Ruth & Margaret altar server.

8:30am: Carmel, Rebecca & Tim Choir & Counters rosters will
10:30am: Stefania & Suzie remain the same (except for
5:30pm:  Neville, Sharmini & Graham || Christmas Eve and Christmas

Day)

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS

Recently Deceased: Nick Venuto,
Nikola Vukmirovic

Anniversaries: St Ann Halpin

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan,

Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen
Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilligan,
Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phy-
land, Desmond Hopper, Chris Grubb, Sol-
ofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Pe-
rez, Alan John Borninkhof, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen,
Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Ger-
mano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills,
Reuben Jacobs, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah,
Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,
Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Kees Van Es
(The privacy legislation requires us to have written
permission by an authorised person before any

name can be printed )in the Marian.

(IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO
COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT
THE PARISH OFFICE)

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:

Saturday afternoons 4.30pm-5.30pm in the
Fellowship Room followed by Rosary
before 6pm Mass

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the church
AL-ANON : Tuesday evenings at 8pm in the
Fellowship Room. For more information
call 1300 252 666

VINCENTIAN RETREAT CENTRE:
Fridays Mass with healing prayer 7pm

ST EPHREM CHALDEAN CHURCH:
Sundays Mass (Arabic) 12.30pm

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:

3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

MENS GROUP

Ist Thursday of month (Marian Room) 6pm
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP

1st Sunday of month (Parish Centre) 6:30pm

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $1480.00

Presbytery $449.00 Loose: $3278.00
Support our Parish

If you would like to make direct payments
to our bank accounts, the details are:

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our priests
and the Archdiocese

Presbytery Account:

NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to

the safety, wellbeing and dignity

of all children, young people and
vulnerable adult




