A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.

This man John wore a garment made of
camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist,

. merits to plead our cause, come, we pray, to

- our rescue with the protection of your mercy.
- Through Christ our Lord.

- R. Amen.

- THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE CONCLUDING RITES

i P. The Lord be with you.

- R. And with your spirit.

. P. May almighty God bless you,

- the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy
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Jordan they confessed their sins. But when
he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood
of vipers, who warned you to fly from the
retribution that is coming? But if you are :
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and
do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, !

God can raise children for Ab.raha.m from who comes in the name of the Lord. presents him as a figure from Israel’s ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  cf. Isa 30: 19, 30 and with equity gives a verdict for the poor
these stones. Even now the axe is Ialq L9 dfe . Hosanna in the highest. wilderness. From this setting John O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will | of the land.
roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION invites Matthew’s audience, and us, to come to save the nations, and the Lord . His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;

to produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for :
repentance, but the one who follows me is !
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to
carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff :
he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

The Gospel of the Loxd.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOAMIIV

. P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
¢ R. It is right and just.

- PREFACE | OF ADVENT
After the Preface, we sing or say:
- All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
: Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

i P The mystery of faith.

. All: When we eat this Bread and drink
. this Cup,

. we proclaim your Death, O Lord,

. until you come again.

- P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
- divine teaching, we dare to say:

- All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

- P. Deliver us, Loxd, we pray ...

. All: For the kingdom, the power and the

R. Thanks be to God.

§§REAKING OPEN THE WORD

B COMMUNION RITE

CHANGE ONE’S THINKING

Today, John the Baptist arrives to assist
us in our Advent preparation. Matthew

repentance. There are three things about
the Gospel’s opening verses that are
important to note. First, the ‘wilderness’
was a place of nothingness. Israel
encountered God in its forty year’s desert
wanderings. Often our own lives are filled
with desert wanderings and nothingness.
We sometimes feel the loneliness of our
lives and perhaps, at times, directionless.
Contemplating our personal wilderness
can be a fruitful place to begin our Advent
preparation.

Second, from the wilderness comes the

GOD’S KINGDOM IS NEAR. John the Baptist urged the people to prepare for the
coming of the kingdom by repenting of their sins. Their baptism by John in the Jordan
River was an important ritual act of sorrow. But they also had to express their sorrow
by reforming their lives. The sacrament of reconciliation, and right living, are excellent
means through which we can prepare for the feast of Christmas.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

. but judges the wretched with integrity,

will make the glory of his voice heard in
the joy of your heart.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us

his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
. faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb,

- the panther lies down with the kid,

- calf and lion cub feed together

© with a litdle boy to lead them.

The cow and the bear make friends,

. their young lie down together.

. The lion eats straw like the ox.

. The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;

he gives no verdict on hearsay,

- SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the

: Romans

. Christ, the hope of all people.

. Everything that was written long ago in the
- scriptures was meant to teach us something
- about hope from the examples scripture gives
- of how people who did not give up were helped

Rom 15:4-9

acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ! into the viper’s lair

the young child puts his hand.
. They do no hurt, no harm,

PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed:
| believe in one God, the Father almighty, :
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visble and invisblel believe
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, bom of e -
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, consulbstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation :
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spiritwas incamate of :
the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified
again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascend- :
ed into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will :
come again in glory to judge the ving and the dead and his king:-
domwill have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver :

glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said ...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

- by God. And may he who helps us when we
- refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant
- with each other, following the example of
Chuist Jesus, so that united in mind and voice
. you may give glory to the God and Father of
- our Lord Jesus Chuist.

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for
. you to treat each other in the same friendly
- way as Chuist treated you. The reason Christ
became the servant of circumcised Jews was
. not only so that God could faithfully carry

: out the promises made to the patriarchs, it

call to repentance. John says, ‘Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is close at
hand.” This is a powerful message. The
word, ‘repent’ comes from the Greek,
‘metanoia’, a combination of two Greek

ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.

- on all my holy mountain,
R. Lord, have mercy. : = i

for the country is filled with the knowledge
- of the Lord

© as the waters swell the sea.

P, You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy:
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

words, ‘meta’ + ‘noia’. ‘Meta’ is the basic
root word in English linked to ‘change’
(metamorphosis, metabolism). ‘Noia’ is
the root for the English ‘knowledge’. In
other words, John’s first call to ‘repent’
literally means (from the Greek) to
‘change one’s thinking’, to be open

That day, the root of Jesse
- shall stand as signal to the peoples.
- It will be sought out by the nations

P May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive
i and its home will be glorious.

us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

. . the world, have mercy on us. minded and not hard hearted. It is a The Gloria is not said during Advent. . The word of the Lord. * was also to get the pagans to give glory to
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the : i i g pag give glory
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken - Lamb of God, you take away the sins of challenging call to us as we enter into this COLLECT ! R. Thanks be to God. - God for his mercy, as scripture says in one
through the prophets. [ believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic the world, grant us peace. new time of the year. . . - place: For this I shall praise you among the
Church confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and llook = | \\WITATION TO COMMUNION Third, John reminds us to be aware that P, Almighty and merciful God, may no . RESPPS  Ps71:1-2,7-8,12-13,17.R. cf.v.7 | pagans and sing your name.

earthly undertaking hinder those who set

forward to the resumection of the dead and the life of the world to P:Bahold:ths Lambiof God, behold hitiswho ‘the kix:]gdom obf he:lven };:‘sdcome neali'. ?t i e ot R. Justice shall flourish in his time, - The word of the Lord.
' - takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are LSA0OL SN DULCIOSE PIESCILL1LIS ) : ) f L ¢ and fullness of peace for ever. i R. Thanks be to God
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL | those called to the supper of the Lamb. among us, a repetitive theme throughout anfesminecl esyenly vislomininy | | 1. 10:Gad; g i th
: the Gospel, flagged in two Sunday’s time, admittance to his company. Who livesand | *- » glve your judgement to the GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk3:4, 6

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread :
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to :
each prayer: ;
R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his :
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Be pleased, O Loxd, with our humble
prayers and offerings, and, since we have no

- R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

¢ but only say the word
. and my soul shall be healed.

- PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

. P. Replenished by the food of spiritual

. nourishment, we humbly beseech you,

- O Lord, that, through our partaking in this
. mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely

- the things of earth and hold firm to the

. things of heaven. Through Chuist our Loxd.
" R. Amen.

- COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 5:5; 4:36
- Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the i
. heights, and behold the joy which comes

: A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL
. toyou from God.

in the birth of the child called ‘Emmanuel’,
‘God with us’. We need today, more than
ever, this God to be with us.

FrR MicHAEL TRAINOR

e )
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reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,

a scion thrusts from his roots:

on him the spirit of the Lord rests,

a spirit of wisdom and insight,

a spirit of counsel and power,

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)

He does not judge by appearances,

king, / to a king’s son your justice, / that he
© may judge your people in justice / and your
. poor in right judgement. R.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

i peace till the moon fails. / He shall rule from
Isa 11:1-10 sea to sea, / from the Great River to earth’s
. bounds. R.
. 3. For he shall save the poor when they
ary/ and the needy who are helpless. / He
will have pity on the weak / and save the
© lives of the poor. R.
' 4. May his name be blessed for ever /
- and endure like the sun. / Every tribe shall
be blessed in him, / all nations bless his

{ name. R.

- Alleluia, alleluia!

. Prepare the way of the Lord, make

- straight his paths: all people shall see the
- salvation of God. Alleluia!

- GOSPEL

* P. The Loxd be with you.
- R. And with your spirit
- P. Areading from the holy Gospel according

- to Matthew.

- R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.
. In due course John the Baptist appeared; he
- preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this
- was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
- heaven is close at hand.” This was the man

¢ the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:

2. In his days justice shall flourish / and
Mt 3:1-12
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
ASSISTANT PRIEST: Fr. Vincent Nguyen
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Morning: 9.15am

Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANNOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat (Fridays
will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and Spm to
5.45pm before 6pm Mass or upon re-
quest

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE OR HOUSE
BLESSING
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

COMMUNION AND
ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on
9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously
ill, homebound or hospitalised and wants
to receive Holy Communion or the
Sacrament of Anointing.

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by
Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the
church

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S
St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR SIGN UP SHEETS
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A READER,
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER, ALTAR SERVER
FOR ANY OF THE MASSES
(CHRISTMAS EVE TO NEW YEAR’S DAY)
PLEASE WRITE YOUR NAME ON
THE SIGN UP SHEETS ON WALL NEAR SACRISTY

REFLECTION by Nick Brodie

‘The worth of our societies, and our own future,” Pope Leo declares, ‘depends on
the answers we give’ to situations where human equality, dignity, and opportuni-
ty are diminished. We are only truly as equal as our neighbour. Our dignity must
be reflected in their dignity. And our opportunity should never be their disad-
vantage. ‘All the members of the People of God’, he says, ‘have a duty to
make their voices heard’” wherever and whenever opportunity presents. We are
all called ‘to point out and denounce such structural issues’ as homelessness,
pollution, and other afflictions of our world. Our faith demands that we do not
keep silent in the face of injustice. After all, the Pope notes, ‘the Gospel message
has to do not only with an individual’s personal relationship with the Lord, but
also with something greater.” Rather than simply praying to enter the Kingdom
of God, we are called to help manifest it and bring it to others.

This calling, the Pope adds, requires ‘an attentiveness to others.” Because ‘the
poor have learned many things that they keep hidden in their hearts’, he says, we
‘certainly have much to gain from the source of wisdom that is the experience of
the poor.” We must always be open to listening to those in need and hearing their
cries.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Recently Deceased: Fr Michael Shadbolt

Anniversaries: Sr. Ann Halpin

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilli-
gan, Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Perez, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra
Wills, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee,
Ping Lo, Keith Reynolds, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Gervais Tourmentin, Ashleigh Wills, Anthony Morri,
Lyma Payne, Eva Salvacion Satuito, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien, Dalrene Corera, Marie Michel

The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an authorised person before any name can be printed )in
the Marian. (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT

THE PARISH OFFICE)

St Mary’s Parish, New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance
Wednesday 31* December 2025—7:30pm-12:30pm
St Mary’s Community Centre, New Street, Dandenong

Tickets are on sale and will be sold after every mass on the weekend. $35 Adults $15 Kids (6-12yrs) Free Kids , e BT S
(Under 6). Food on sale at venue by Bayer House—Pre-order available until 25th December) anl. ! e
We are still looking for volunteers to join the organising committee members and help with all aspects of &‘, J

this New Year's Eve Parish event. If interested in contributing your ideas and helping make this event a suc-

cess, please contact Pearl on 0400 294 439."

Happy New Year!

Wednesday 10th December 2025
Parish Christmas Carols Evening
St Mary’s Community Centre
5:30 pm (Food & Drinks available for purchase)
6:30pm Carols
Saturday 13th December 2025- Advent Retreat Day
9:15am-3:30pm
Monday 15th — 23rd December 2025
Simbang Gabi (Night Mass) Filipino Tradition
7:30 pm
Thursday 18th December 2025 - Penitential Rite (Confession)
10 am & also at 6 pm - 7:30 pm.
Wednesday 24th December 2025-Christmas Eve
5:30 pm Christmas Carols, 6:00 pm Family Mass
8:30 pm Christmas Carols, 9:00 pm Mass
11:30 pm Christmas Carols, Midnight Mass — Midnight.
Thursday 25 December 2025—Christmas Day
8:30 am & 10:30 am — Mass (No evening Mass)
Friday 26th December 2025
9:15am Mass
Saturday 27th December 2025
9:15 am Mass & 6:00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday 28th December 2025—Feast of the Holy Family
8:30 am, 10:30 am & 5:30 pm Mass
Tuesday 29th & Wednesday 30th December 2025
9:15am Mass
Wednesday 31 December 2025—New Year's Eve
6pm — Thanksgiving Adoration followed by Vigil Mass at 7:00pm
Thursday, 1st January 2026—Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
9:15 am & 10:30 am (no evening mass)

JOIN US FOR A FILIPINO CHRISTMAS TRADITION
SIMBANG GABI (Night Masses)
Nine novena masses prior to Christmas Day
Where: St Mary’s Parish
160 Foster Street, Dandenong 3175
When: 15th December to 23rd December at 7:30 PM
We will have light snacks after every mass.
Please feel free to bring a plate to share.
Fundraiser: On December 13-14, the organizers

Sir?bang Gabi. -
e

will be selling Christmas tree decors ($2.00 each) after all masses to raise money for the homeless.

St Mary’s Parish, Dandenong
Saturday 13th December 2025 - Led by Fr Joby George VC

ADVENT
—retreat —

Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Confession , Prayers,
Worship and Healing.  Starting at 9:30 concluding at 3:30pm

ROSTER—I13TH & 14TH DECEMBER 2025

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650, New St, Dandenong. Principal: Terry Gardiner
St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000 Caroline St, Dandenong. Principal: Timothy Hogan
St. Mary’s Community Centre: Tel 7064 3928 Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

READER EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
SATURDAY 6PM SATURDAY 6PM
Allister & Dayang Elizabeth, Theresa & Bibiana

SUNDAY 8:30AM
Joseph & Greta

SUNDAY 8:30AM
Tim, Joanna & Greta

SUNDAY 10:30AM
Pamela & Ofelia

SUNDAY 10:30AM
Thorwald, Edith & Suzie

SUNDAY 5:30PM
Grace & Sharmini

SUNDAY 5:30PM
Marie, Graham & Wilma

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $1861.00
Presbytery $782.10 Loose $2212.00

Support our Parish
If you would like to make direct
payments to our bank accounts, the
details are:

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347

ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our
priests and the Archdiocese

Presbytery Account:

NAB BSB: 083 347

ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult




