GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait

Mt 11:2-11

for someone else?

doing and he sent his disciples to ask him,

‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we

who does not lose faith in me.’

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus

did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I

greater than John the Baptist has never been

is greater than he is.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene
| _believe in one God, the Father

come.Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

each prayer:

R: Blessed be God for ever.

P: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

. PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord,

we pray,

* be offered to you unceasingly,

* to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
- and powerfully accomplish for us your saving :
: : R: And with your spirit.

- P: May almighty God bless you,

- the Father, and the Son, "M and the Holy
. Spirit.

- R: Amen.

- P: Go forth, the Mass is ended.

. R: Thanks be to God.

© BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

work.

Through Christ our Lord.
John in his prison had heard what Christ was BN
- THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

. P: The Lord be with vou.
got to wait for someone else?” Jesus answered, | p. And with —— si)irit.
‘Go back and tell John what you hear and : d

. : ; - P: Lift up your hearts.
see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, R: We lift th i
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear,and the | _~ £ IR R

dead are raised to life and the Good News is - P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man R: It is right and just.

- PREFACE | OR Il OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:
!aegan t9 talk to the, people a?:;out John: All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
What did you go out into the wilderness to < g .

see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

what did you go out to see? A man wearing Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine :

clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what | Hosanna in the highest.

" THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

.tell you, and much more than a prophet: he | PeThasaostasyo fath
is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am ' S

. / ¢ All: Save us, Saviour of the world,
going to send my messenger before you; he P d ;
will prepare your way before you. I tell you : '°F by your Cross and Resurrection
solemnly; of all the children born of women, a

N COMMUNION RITE

seen; vet the least in the kingdom of heaven Bl R bl e il il e g

- divine teaching, we dare to say:
i All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...
- P: Deliver us, Lord, we pray ...
- All: For the kingdom, the power and the
Creed
almighty, |
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisbolel believe
inone Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, bom of the |
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, frue God
from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation |
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spiritwas incamate of
the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified |
again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascend- :
ed info heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He wil |
come again in glory fo judge the iving and the dead and his king- |
domwill have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver |
of file, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the |
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken |
through the prophets. | believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic |
Churchl confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and [ look :
forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to |

who comes in the name of the Lord.

you have set us free.

glory are yours now and for ever.

P: Lord Jesus Christ, who said ...
R: Amen

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

R: And with your spirit.
P: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
| takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are !
- those called to the supper of the Lamb.

- R: Lord, I am not worthy

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread but only say the word

. and my soul shall be healed.

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to :

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

- Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and
do not fear. Behold, our God will come,
- and he will save us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
- 'We implore your mercy, Lord,
- that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of

that you should enter under my roof,

our faults

| P: The Lord be with you.
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. and prepare us for the coming feasts.
- Through Chuist our Lord.
. R: Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES

THE ONEWHO IS TO COME

Today’s Gospel focus continues with John
the Baptist, introduced to us last Sunday.
From prison he sends his followers to Jesus
to find out if he is the ‘one who is to come
or have we to wait for someone else?’ This
question picks up an early memory that
some thought John might have been the
Messiah. Jesus explicates his Messianic
credentials to John's enquirers: the blind
see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear and the dead raised to life.
In other words, Jesus affirms that he is the
one who brings restoration, community
and healing. Jesus’ self-identification
further affirms the blessedness of those
who remain faithful to him.

In the biblical world, ‘faith’ was another
way of affirming fidelity and commitment
to another. This leads Jesus to attest, in
this spirit of fidelity and commitment,
John's
ascetism and preparation for the coming
of the Messiah. As we come into these
final days before Christmas, our role
becomes like John: we align ourselves in
fidelity and faith to the one who is to be
born, who will bring healing and hope to
our world that struggles to know this.
But we also hear Jesus’ affirming words
— the final sentence in today’s Gospel
passage addressed to us. Despite John's

mission of desert

prophetic

greatness as the one who prepares for
the coming of Jesus, ‘yet the least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he’. The Gospel's audience, including
us, are affirmed. We have unique status
in the eyes of God. This divine promise
accompanies us in the days ahead.

Fr MicHAEL TRAINOR

e
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT / A

THE BLIND SEE AGAIN. Many of the Jewish people did not expect a Messiah like

Jesus. Many wondered: ‘Are you the one who is to come?’ Jesus came not to exercise | Vengeance is commg,

sovereignty and power over the people but to bring blessing to the poor and needy. | the retribution of God;

¢ he is coming to save you.’

Let us celebrate his birth this Christmas by being good news for the poor.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Phil 4: 4.5 | COLLECT

i O God, who see how your people
- faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say,
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P: Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy onus, O Lord.

R. For we have sinned against you.

P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy:.

R. And grant us your salvation.

P: May almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

V. Lord, have mercy:

R. Lord, have mercy.

V. Chuist, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

V. Lord, have mercy:

R. Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria is not said during Advent.

Nativity,

. enable us, we pray,

. to attain the joys of so great a salvation

- and to celebrate them ahways

- with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.

- Through our Lord Jesus Chuist, your Son,
- who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
: * RESP PSALM
- R. Lord, come and save us. (or Alleluia!)
1. Itis the Lord who keeps faith for ever, /

the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever
- R: Amen.

N LITURGY OF THE WORD

- FIRST READING
- Areading from the prophet Isaiah

God Iimself will come and save us.

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
- let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,

- let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,

- let it rejoice and sing for joy.

. The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,

. the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
- they shall see the glory of the Lord,

- the splendour of our God.

. Strengthen all weary hands,

.~ steady all trembling knees

- and say to all faint heants,

| ‘Courage! Do not be afraid.
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‘Look your God is coming,

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
. everlasting joy in their faces;

joy and gladness will go with them

- and sorrow and lament be ended.

The word of the Lord.

| I Thanks be to God.

Ps 145:6-10. R. cf. Isa 35:4

who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is

. he who gives bread to the hungry; / the Lord,
moo 10 - who sets prisoners free. R.

- 2. Itis the Lord who gives sight to the
blind, / who raises up those who are bowed
down, / the Lord, who protects the stranger /
- and upholds the widow and orphan. R.

3. Itis the Lord who loves the just / but
thwarts the path of the wicked. / The Lord

- will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age to
age. R.

- SECOND READING

A reading from the letter of St James
You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the

James 5:7-10

Lord’s coming will be soon.

" Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming.
Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for
- the precious fruit of the ground until it has had
* the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too
have to be patient; do not lose heart, because
~ the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make
- complaints against one another, brothers, so as
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the
- Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates.
For your example, brothers, in submitting with
- patience, take the prophets who spoke in the
* name of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

| R. Thanks be to God.

- GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

The spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the
- poor. Alleluia!

Isa61:1; Lk 4:18



PARISH WEBSITE
https://melbcatholic.org/s/dandenong

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
ASSISTANT PRIEST: Fr. Vincent Nguyen
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Morning: 9.15am

Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANNOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat (Fridays
will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and Spm to
5.45pm before 6pm Mass or upon re-
quest

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE OR HOUSE
BLESSING
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

COMMUNION AND
ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on
9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously
ill, homebound or hospitalised and wants
to receive Holy Communion or the
Sacrament of Anointing.

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by
Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the
church

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S
St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in

IMPORTANT NOTICE

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR SIGN UP SHEETS

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A READER,
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER , ALTAR SERVER

FOR ANY OF THE MASSES

(CHRISTMAS EVE TO NEW YEAR'’S DAY)
PLEASE WRITE YOUR NAME ON
THE SIGN UP SHEETS ON WALL NEAR SACRISTY

Monday 15th — 23rd December 2025

Simbang Gabi (Night Mass)
Filipino Tradition
7:30 pm

Thursday 18th December 2025 - Penitential Rite

(Confession)

10 am & also at 6 pm — 7:30 pm.

Wednesday 24th December 2025-Christmas Eve
5:30 pm Christmas Carols, 6:00 pm Family Mass
8:30 pm Christmas Carols, 9:00 pm Mass
11:30 pm Christmas Carols, Midnight Mass — Midnight.

Thursday 25 December 2025—Christmas Day
8:30 am & 10:30 am — Mass (No evening Mass)

Friday 26th December 2025
9:15am Mass

Saturday 27th December 2025

9:15 am Mass & 6:00 pm Vigil Mass

Sunday 28th December 2025—Feast of the Holy Family
8:30 am, 10:30 am & 5:30 pm Mass

Monday 29th & Tuesday 30th December 2025

9:15am Mass

Wednesday 31 December 2025—New Year's Eve
9:15am and 6pm — Thanksgiving Adoration followed by

Vigil Mass at 7:00pm

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Recently Deceased:

Anniversaries: Josephine Yalda

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilli-
gan, Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Perez, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra
Wills, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee,
Ping Lo, Keith Reynolds, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Gervais Tourmentin, Ashleigh Wills, Anthony Motri,
Lyma Payne, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien, Dalrene Corera, Marie Michel

The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an authorised person before any name can be printed )in
the Marian. (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT
THE PARISH OFFICE)

St Mary’s Parish, New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance
Wednesday 31* December 2025—7:30pm-12:30pm
St Mary’s Community Centre, New Street, Dandenong

Tickets are on sale and will be sold after every mass on the weekend. $35 Adults $15 Kids (6
-12yrs) Free Kids (Under 6). Food on sale at venue by Bayer House—Pre-order available
until 25th December)

We are still looking for volunteers to join the organising committee members and help with all 3 ‘
aspects of this New Year's Eve Parish event. If interested in contributing your ideas and ;} \

helping make this event a success, please contact Pearl on 0400 294 439." =

Happy New Year!

JOIN US FOR A FILIPINO CHRISTMAS TRADITION
SIMBANG GABI (Night Masses)
Nine novena masses prior to Christmas Day

Where: St Mary’s Parish
160 Foster Street, Dandenong 3175
When: 15th December to 23rd December at 7:30 PM
We will have light snacks after every mass.
Please feel free to bring a plate to share.
Fundraiser: On December 13-14, the organizers
will be selling Christmas tree decors ($2.00 each) after all masses to raise money for the homeless.

WEEKLY COLLECTION

We are delighted to welcome Deacon Rhys Lowther to our
parish community as he joins us for the Christmas season. Thanksgiving: $1607.00

Please keep Deacon Rhys in your prayers as he continues his Presbytery $614.00 Loose $1228.00
ministry, and take a moment to greet him and make him feel

welcome at St Mary’s Parish, Dandenong Support our Parish

If you would like to make direct

payments to our bank accounts, the

Third Sunday of

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650, New St, Dandenong. Principal: Terry Gardiner
St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000 Caroline St, Dandenong. Principal: Timothy Hogan
St. Mary’s Community Centre: Tel 7064 3928 Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

ROSTER—20TH & 21ST DECEMBER 2025 details are:
READER EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS , .
SATURDAY 6PM SATURDAY 6PM St Mary’s General Account:
Ruth & Ramona Elizabeth, Theresa & Bibiana (Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347
SUNDAY 8:30AM SUNDAY 8:30AM ACC. No. 483196852
Joseph & Greta Tim, Joanna & Greta

For contributions to support our

SUNDAY 10:30AM SUNDAY 10:30AM priests and the Archdiocese
Pamela & Ofelia ThOrWald, Edith & Suzie Presbytery Account:
NAB BSB: 083 347
SUNDAY 5:30PM SUNDAY 5:30PM ACC. No. 460761193
Grace & Sharmini Marie, Graham & Wilma e

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult




