SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT / C

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Baruch.

Bar 5:1-9

Jerusalem — God will show you splendour.

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and
distress,

put on the beauty of the glory of God for ever,

wrap the cloak of the integrity of God around
you,

put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on
your head:

since God means to show your splendour to
every nation under heaven,

since the name God gives you for ever will be,

‘Peace through integrity, and honour through
devotedness.’

Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights

and turn your eyes to the east:

see your sons reassembled from west and east

at the command of the Holy One, jubilant
that God has remembered them.

Though they left you on foot,

with enemies for an escort,

now God brings them back to you

like royal princes carried back in glory.

For God has decreed the flattening

of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills,

the filling of the valleys to make the ground
level

so that Israel can walk in safety under the
glory of God.

And the forests and every fragrant tree will
provide shade

for Israel at the command of God;

for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of
his glory

with his mercy and integrity for escort.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 125.R. v. 3
R. The Lord has done great things for us;

we are filled with joy.

1. When the Lord delivered Zion from
bondage, / it seemed like a dream. / Then was
our mouth filled with laughter, / on our lips
there were songs. R.
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2. The heathens themselves said: ‘“What
marvels / the Lord worked for them!’ / What
marvels the Lord worked for us! / Indeed we

were glad. R.

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage / as
streams in dry land. / Those who are sowing in
tears / will sing when they reap. R.

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears /
carrying seed for the sowing: / they come back,
they come back, full of song, / carrying their
sheaves. R.

SECOND READING Phil 1:3-6, 8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians.

Show yourselves sinless and without blame in the
day of Christ.

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy,
remembering howyou have helped to spread the
Good News from the day you first heard it right
up to the present. I am quite certain that the
One who began this good work in you will see
that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus
comes. God knows how much I miss you all,
loving you as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer
is that your love for each other may increase
more and more and never stop improving your
knowledge and deepening your perception so
that you can always recognise what is best. This
will help you to become pure and blameless,
and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when
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PARISH PRIEST: Rev Fr Leenus Neetany SAC
Permanent Deacon: Rev John Lam

Parish Coordinator: Joanna Lam

Phone: 95238407 / 95285988

Mail: PO Box 664, Elsternwick, VIC 3185

Email St Joseph’s: elsternwick@cam.org.au
Email Holy Cross: caulfieldsouth@cam.org.au

ST JOSEPH’S, ELSTERNWICK

71 Orrong Road, Elsternwick, VIC 3185

Mass

Friday 10:00am, Saturday 6:30pm and Sunday 10:30am
Reconciliation

Friday after Mass, Saturday 6:00pm
Thanksgiving & Special Collections - 2 weeks
Church: $STBA Presbytery: $TBA

Special Collection: -

Next Week’s Roster

Lector - Saturday: M Ellis

Lector - Sunday: La Bonne family

Counters: No counting

HOLY CROSS, CAULFIELD SOUTH
707 Glen Huntly Road, Caulfield South 3162
Mass

Thursday 10:00am and Sunday 9:00am
Reconciliation

Thursday after Mass

Thanksgiving & Special Collections - 2 weeks
Church: $STBA Presbytery: $TBA
Special Collection: -

Next Week’s Roster

Lector: S McMillan

ST ANTHONY’S, GLEN HUNTLY
74, Grange Road, Glen Huntly 3163
In Residence: Fr Pat Jackson SAC, Br Lindsay Rust SAC

Mass

Monday - Saturday 9:15am
Saturday 6:00pm

Sunday 9:00am, 11:00am, 5:00pm

Reconciliation
30-minutes before all Masses & Saturday 9:45-10:10am

Upcoming Week’s Liturgical Calendar

Mon 9 Dec: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Fri 13 Dec: St Lucy

Sat 14 Dec: St John of the Cross

Sun 15 Dec:3rd Sunday of Advent

First / Second Rite of Reconciliation

Tuesday 17 December, 7:00pm at St Anthony’s Church
- The 2nd Rite of Reconciliation

Saturday, 21 December, 5:30pm at St Joseph’s Church
« The 1st Rite of Reconciliation

It’s a good time to reconcile with God and one another
before Christmas! Allow God to forgive you.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (cf. Isa 30:19, 30)

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save
the nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his
voice heard in the joy of your heart.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (Bar 5:5, 4:36)

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold
the joy which comes to you from God.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Those who are ill: Richard Grant, Paulette Dobbin,

Eamonn Whelan, Tony Messina, Steve Genge &
family, Jenny

Recently Deceased.: -
Death Anniversary & Remembrance: -

The Christmas Travelling Crib

®# Thank you everyone for a loving
' welcome to the Holy Family and the
Crib. May your family prepare for the
coming of Jesus in the flesh, born
Saviour of the world.
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Young Adults Hosting Mass

This Saturday, 7 December, the Young Adults from our 3
parishes are the hosts for the 6:30pm Mass at St Joseph’s
Church. It 1s lovely to see the young people of our
parishes taking the initiative to bring extra joy to our
Mass celebrations. Keep up the good work!

After the Mass there will be a social gathering at the
Presbytery. All welcome.

Advent Scripture Reflection

‘Advent Scripture Reflection’ sessions at 7:00pm on
Mondays, at St. Anthony's Church. All Welcome!

Children’s Liturgy

We officially started our Children’s Liturgy Programme
on the Ist Sunday of Advent at St Joseph’s Church. The
Gospel of the day is read and explained at a level that the
children can understand.

Please feel free to accompany your child/ren to the
session. If you would like to assist in the programme,
kindly contact the Parish Office.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

For those who want to become Catholics, RCIA sessions
are held on Thursdays, 6.30pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery,
71 Orrong Rd, Elsternwick.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Elderly

Please let the Parish Office know if you or anyone you
know would like to receive Holy Communion at their
homes or aged care facilities.

Now available for sale
after weekend masses:

2025 Columban Calendars: $10.00 each

&) St Vincent de Paul Society
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Update: Proposed Amalgamation of St Joseph's,
Elsternwick and Holy Cross, Caulfield South

1. Information Session

An additional session has been organised for those who
could not attend the 1st one held at St Joseph’s on 10
November.

REMINDER: The 2nd Information Session will be
held at Holy Cross Hall immediately after 9am Mass
on Sunday, 15 December 2024.

Parishioners are invited to come together to discuss the
proposed amalgamation, and ask any questions they may
have regarding the process.

2. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

A list of FAQs have been compiled to address queries
received to date and will continue to be updated.

Please feel free to speak with Fr Leenus, the Parish
Office or any of our PPC and PFC members if you have
any questions.

Additionally, you may send us an email or continue to
use the 'Questions / Concerns' boxes.

3. Additional Information

Speaker notes from the announcement weekend, the
FAQs and all updates will be posted at the back of the
church.

Extra copies of the FAQs and other relevant information
are available at the church foyers, if you wish to take a
copy home to read. We will also post some information
on our websites starting this weekend.

As we move through this process, we will continue to
engage with all of you and provide related information.

Carols by Candlelight for all 3 Parishes

Sunday, 15 December, immediately after

the Spm Mass at St Anthony’s Parish Hall. y Carol
We are looking for Christmas themed solo ‘"l‘{"
or group performances with up to 5 minutes

per performance which can be music, singing, dancing,
etc. To register your participation, please contact the
Parish Office.

All are welcome to attend. Bring a plate if possible.

St Anthony’s 32nd Christmas Day Dinner

Christmas can be a difficult time for some people and this
year the economic climate is a concern for many.

And so, more than ever, we ask you to reach out to those
who need our help.

reel We will be offering 3 options this year: a
@ ‘?“C' sit down meal; a takeaway meal; or a meal
w5 U5 delivered to people who are housebound

Last year we served over 400 meals and so
BTYE e will need lots of help.

Firstly, please start with the prayers as soon as possible.

Secondly, reach out to anyone you think might benefit
from this dinner and give them a yellow invitation.
Thirdly, think about practical help, especially with
volunteering and complete a green form accordingly.
Both yellow and green forms can be collected from the
church foyers.

For more information please contact us on 9401 6336 or
0432 087 494.

2nd Sunday of Advent, Year C

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus,

On a bright morning a man went §

out for a walk. The sun had just AM THE VOICE ¢
come up, brightening up the earth ¥ DESER
and the sky. He looked up and saw LARE " OF THE LORI
that the moon was still there in the L
sky. But the moon was so pale and DECR
it was barely visible.

He remembered that until an hour ago the moon was so
bright and beautiful and had dominated the sky through
the night. Now it had lost its attraction and had been
pushed into the background, unnoticeable and
insignificant. But as the man looked at the pale , gloomy
moon again, it occurred to him that it was the same
moon, whose light had guided many people through the
darkness of the night, safely home.

The moon reminds us of John the Baptist. He was always
conscious of the fact that a greater light like the sun was
coming and he himself like the moon had the role of
reflecting that light in the lives of the people.

How did John reflect the light of Christ to the life of the
people? He made the people aware of their sinfulness
and made them aware of the Mercy of God. Thus he led
the people to repentance and forgiveness. Sounds easy;

but John did justice to his role, paying a great price with
his life.

First of all John himself lived in righteousness. When he
preached, he spoke with full conviction. John’s words
and voice may have sounded fierce, rough and stern.
Sometimes his words were hurtful. He called them
hypocrites and brood of vipers. Some people may have
taken offence at him; but in fact his words were full of
concern and love. His voice was as cooling as the
moonlight; after all he was announcing the good news of
the coming of the Saviour. Many people took his words
to be the word of God and were led to true repentance;
safely leading them home.

Today’s Gospel invites us also to take on the role of John
the Baptist. Like him, each one of us has a mission to
reflect the light of Christ to others, to lead people from
darkness to the true light, help people mend their lives.
In other words, we are all called to be little moons.

Wishing everyone a meaningful Advent! Fr Leenus.

1 4

Why did Noah have to punish the
chickens on the Ark?

Because, they were using fowl language.

On Sunday 24 November
2024, on the solemnity of
Christ the King of the
Universe, young people
and families from across the Archdiocese of Melbourne
came together in joyous celebration at St Patrick’s
Cathedral to give thanks for the ‘Year of Prayer’ that is
almost over. Now, we look with anticipation to the launch
of the 2025 Jubilee Year on 29 December.

A Jubilee Parish Pack has been designed by the Proclaim
team to empower and inspire the communities of faith
within the Archdiocese of Melbourne to actively
celebrate and participate in the Jubilee Year of 2025. We
will share more details in the coming weeks.

JUBILEE YEAR ‘;’
OF HOPE 2025 “'7;




you will reach the perfect goodness which Jesus
Christ produces in us for the glory and praise

of God.
» The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!l
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
his paths: all people shall see the salvation
of God. Alleluia!

Lk 3:4, 6

GOSPEL Lk 3:1-6

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.

All people shall see the salvation of God.

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea,
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip
tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the
pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word
of God came to John son of Zechariah, in the
wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan
district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the
bool of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah:

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

malke his paths straight.

Every valley will be filled in,

every mountain and hill be laid low;,

winding ways will be straightened

and rough roads made smooth.

And all mankind shall see the salvation

of God.
The Gospel of the Lord.
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PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD

Today’s Gospel places us squarely within
history and competing political leadership.
Luke introduces us to the ascetic and
enigmatic figure of John the Baptiser. There
are four elements to Luke’s presentation of
John. He comes into Luke’s Gospel within the
context of imperial power, local politics and
religious leadership; he proclaims a baptism ‘of
repentance’; his ministry reflects the liberating
words of the ancient prophet, Isaiah, to prepare
for the coming of the Messiah. Significantly,
God’s word comes to John in the wilderness.
This is the symbolic place of nothingness and
struggle. It’s a marginal and liminal space and
links to Israel’s encounter with God in their

fOl’ty years’ wa nderings.

These four aspects about John speak to us:
We seek to live our contemporary discipleship
with authenticity and fidelity within a world
of power politics and church struggles; we, too,
find ourselves at times in life’s ‘wilderness’—
that symbol of struggle and nothingness;
at the same time, we seek to honour our
baptismal commitment as we desire to orient
our lives towards God; we prepare ourselves,
in the spirit of Isaiah, for the coming of our
Messiah, Jesus.

This Sunday might become a time to invite
John the Baptist to be our companion in
preparing our hearts for the birth of Jesus.
In the words of Isaiah, we are invited this
Sunday to ‘Prepare a way for the Lord, make
his paths straight’. We ready our hearts for
God’s coming to us in the anticipated birth
of Jesus.

Fr Michael Trainor



