Saints and Masses this Week Tuesday 3 March — Lent wk2, Wednesday
4 March — Lent wk2, Thursday 5 March — Lent wk2, Friday 6 March — Lent wk2,
Saturday 7 March — Lent wk2, Sunday 8 March — Third Sunday of Lent

LENTEN NOTICES

Every Friday 6:00pm
18 February to 5 April
3 April

Stations of the Cross

Project Compassion Collection Boxes
Good Friday and Holy Land Collection
Easter Sunday 5 April

World Day of Prayer 2026 Focus on Nigeria. The service will be
held this year on Friday 6 March in the Baptist Church at 82 Avenal
Road, Seymour, starting at 2:00pm. Following the service, you are
invited to stay for some afternoon tea. Your parish contact is Carol
Smith.

First Thursday Anointing Mass 9:30am Mass with the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick.

First Thursday Baptism Preparation 7:30pm at the presbytery. No
bookings required; one session that lasts about an hour; attendance is essential
for documentation and before tentative or actual booking.

First Friday Exposition and Adoration = Exposition, silent
following the First Friday Mass. Stations of the Cross at 6pm.
First Saturday Devotions 9:30am Following Saturday morning mass we
will begin First Saturday devotions praying for the entire parish and its
members.

prayer

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH, SEYMOUR
ST JOSEPH’S, TALLAROOK
PO BOX 100, VIC 3661
PHONE: 9412 8406 MOBILE: 0455 123 509
EMAIL: seymour@cam.org.au
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/seymour
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Eugene Ashkar
Parish Secretary: Lorraine Nagle (Thurs)

MASS TIMES ROSTERS THIS WEEK
TUES — SAT 9am at St Mary’s EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
SAT VIGIL 6pm at St Mary’s SATURDAY SUNDAY
SUNDAY 8:30am Tallarook .
10am at St Mary’s M Winnell E Devanney
COMMENTATORS/LECTORS
MASS PREPARATION SATURDAY SUNDAY
SATURDAY SUNDAY M Flynn
C Spykers C Crowe
C Spykers R Smart
COLLECTION SUPERVISORS
COUNTERS SATURDAY SUNDAY
C. Spykers C. Spykers
C Smith S Doyle W. Spykers

Thanksgiving Env - $600

RECENTLY DECEASED We pray for the repose of the souls of Elizabeth Jones, Stephen (Steve)

St Vincent de Paul Thank you Some $30,000 of assistance is
provided to Seymour and districts residents at the Assistance Centre
in Anzac Avenue by a team of 13 dedicated Vincentians. We are
greatly encouraged by the Parish generosity and wish to publicly
acknowledge that generosity. We also invite parishioners to
seriously consider joining our ranks to spread the load in
assisting the poor and lonely in our community. Thank you and
God bless. Paul Fleming

Pious Goods Stall We have lots of pious goods and instruments of
devotion to help you or someone you love to grow in holiness. Great
opportunity to give a gift of faith and encouragement.

Kelly and of all those who have died recently.

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH 22/2-28/2 : Jock Flynn, Harry DeBrough, Monica Keating, Anthony
Crowe, Maurie Hansen.

ILLNESSES: We pray for: Margaret Jennings, Sonia Willett, Rimon & Ellen Ashkar, John
McMahon, Peter Matthews, Peter Gough, Colin Cooper, Milly Brock, Jeremey Stokes, Pete
Dillon, and all who are suffering from the Corona Virus and all those unwell at the present
time, who receive support from our prayers.

7/8 MAR 2026
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
LECTORS ..........

MASS PREPARATION ......
COUNTERS: D Ring G Quillinan

Sat: M Winnell  Sun: T Bolton
Sat: D Mercovich Sun: S Royals S Liddell
Sat: J Bottaro Sun: S Anderson
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face. It is your face,
0 Lord, that | seek; hide not your face from me.

Or

Remember your compassion, O Lord, and your merciful love, for they are from of old. Let not
our enemies exult over us. Redeem us, O God of Israel, from all our distress.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 32)

ANTIPHON: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

RESPONSE: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

LECTOR: The word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be trusted. The Lord loves justice
and right and fills the earth with his love. R.

LECTOR: The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his love, to rescue
their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. R.

LECTOR: Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our shield. May your love be
upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! From the shining cloud
the Father's voice is heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him. Glory and praise to you, Lord
Jesus Christ!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased;
listen to him.

TODAY'S READINGS Genesis 12:1-4; 2 Timothy 1:8-10; Matthew 17:1-9

NEXT WEEK (3rd Sunday of Lent, Year A) Exodus 17:3-7; Psalm 94; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John
4:5-42

Gather family and friends, pack a picnic lunch, rugs
and chairs and come to Galong, NSW and enjoy a

day of faith and fun to celebrate the tercentenary

of the birth (300) of the Redemptorist Brother, and
‘Champion of the Family’, St Gerard Majella. St Gerard
is invoked as a patron of mothers, especially in

times of pregnancy. An outdoor Mass will be held in
the grounds of the Monastery at 10.30 am led by Fr
John Hodgson, CSsR - the Provincial Superior of the
Redemptorist Congregation of Oceania. A picnic lunch
and other activities will follow Mass. Further details at
St Clement's Retreat & Conference Centre on

02 6380 5222.
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The unseen
face of God

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for God's
glory, 'kabod', signifies the glorious manifestation
of his presence. When this happens, the normally
unseen and imperfectly known God makes himself
known to his people in a visible and tangible way.

For example, in Exodus, the 'kabod' of God goes
before his people in visible pillars of cloud and
fire. This glorious appearance of God's presence
and power leads the Israelites out of Egypt and
it descends on Mt Sinai to give Moses the Ten
Commandments. However, when Moses asks to
see God's glory up close, God responds, “No one
shall see my face and live.”

When God reveals himself in the Old Testament,
there was always some kind of separation or
distance between his supremely holy presence
and his people. Although God goes before his
people and dwells with them, no one is permitted
to see him face-to-face. To take another Old
Testament example, Elijah responds to the
passing presence of God on Mt Horeb (in 2 Kings)
by covering his face. This separation recognised
the gulf that still existed between God and
humanity because of sin.

But in this week's gospel, Moses and Elijah
appear at the top of a mountain, Mt Tabor, and
commune face-to-face with the one true God.

Jesus' identity is revealed; he is the 'kabod’ of God,

the same saving presence of God that spoke from
the fiery cloud in Exodus.

However, this revelation of Jesus' divinity will
only make sense after his death and resurrection.

1 March 2026 2nd Sunday Lent Year A

As much as the transfiguration reveals the truth
about who Jesus is, Easter reveals so much more.

On Mt Tabor, Jesus is revealed in his divine
glory, clothed in white and shining like the sun.
On Golgotha, he is seen in tortured and shamed,
stripped of his clothes.

On Mt Tabor, Jesus is surrounded by two of
Israel's greatest heroes, representing God's
communication and enduring presence with
his people; on Golgotha, he is flanked by two
criminals, representing the depth of sin and
suffering in the human condition. Peter is
awestruck and wants to stay on Mt Tabor, while
he cowers in fear and doesn't approach Golgotha.

But, at both, the glory of God is unveiled for the
whole world, and Jesus is revealed as the one
true Son of God. At the transfiguration, a voice
from heaven declares that “This is my Son, the
Beloved; he enjoys my favour,” at Golgotha, the
truth of Jesus' divinity is proclaimed by a Roman
centurion, one of his crucifiers.

As St Paul says in this week's Second Reading,
we are reconciled to God because “he abolished
death, and he has proclaimed life and immortality
through the Good News"

And, just as Moses and Elijah saw in the
transfiguration, through Jesus' death and
resurrection, we have now seen, in him, the
'kabod’ of God face-to-face.

Joseph Doyle
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