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Dear friends, 

The theme of generosity comes through the readings today. 
During this month of November, the generosity of our prayers 
for the dead is important.  

In the church, there is the Memorial Book, and you can write 
the names of those whom you wish to pray for. We pray for 
them at each Mass in November. There are also November 
Mass envelopes to have Masses offered for those who have 
died, and the names can be noted on the back. One of the 
spiritual works of mercy is to pray for the dead, so let us offer 
them the generosity of our prayers.  

I am grateful of the generosity of so many people in our parish 
who do so many things regularly. We are blessed to have  
people who care for the parish and the people and are willing 
to be generous with their time and talents. It is a pleasure to 
be in a parish like this where people are so willing to help and 
make sure things are done.  

Your generosity of your presence at our weekday and weekend 
Masses is also very much appreciated. It is encouraging to see 
a few more people at Mass on the weekends. As Catholics we 
have Good News – let’s not forget to share it with our family 
and friends and invite them to join us. As Pope St Paul VI tells 
us, ‘The Church exists to evangelise’.  

The generosity of your practical and financial support is much 
appreciated also. The new sets of envelopes and a letter from 
me are at the back of the church.  

I am sure that many of us followed the events of the USA  
election this past week. No doubt there will be much more 
commentary to come about the outcome. Whatever our   
opinion or political persuasion, we should be grateful for a 
peaceful outcome for this important world leadership role. The 
democratic process is a blessing to our nations, that           
governments can be elected and change without violence and 
fear. Perhaps this is also a good reminder for us to pray for our 
elected representatives, that the Lord will guide them in their 
decision making and leadership. May our elected officials be 
generous in their stewardship and care for others.  

I will be away from the parish from this Monday for ten days, 
visiting Canada for a wedding of some good friends of mine. 
Canada in November will be interesting, and cold! In my    
absence the usual Mass timetable will remain, and I am     
grateful to Monsignor Franco Cavarra and Fr Brendan Lane 
who will be here to assist.  

Let us continue to pray for each other, and ask St John Bosco 
to pray for us.  

Fr David Cartwright 
Parish Priest 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:                5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:       10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
  

House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the 
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection 
at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $1,303 
Thanksgiving: $1,217 
Loose: $341 
  
The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, 
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the 
Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, 
utilities, insurance, etc. 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick: Carl Pinto 
  
Recently Deceased: Vivian D’Silva  
  
Anniversaries and Remembrances: Francesco  
Zampogna; Felecia Ragel; Peter & Anna Dinh Bat Khoang; 
Antonio Salvatore Lizio; Audrey Powell;  

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people 
and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Direct credits can also be made: 
  
Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6568 74974 
  
Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 
1st collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6616 52479 
  
An option is now available for electronic card contributions 
at the front of the church; this terminal is for contributions 
to the Church account (our 2nd collection & parish  
expenses) only. 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
our parish - spiritually, physically and 
financially. If you are not a current 
contributor, we invite your  
participation: please visit our website 
or call the parish office.  

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Wednesday 9.30am:  
Thursday 9.30am:  vocations to the priesthood 
Friday 9.30am:  
Sat 5pm: Marko Baljak 
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

 

Wisdom from the Saints 
 

Saint Angela of Foligno: “The only thing necessary for us is God. 
Finding God consists in recollecting our souls in Him. One must 
separate one’s soul from all which disperses it, and bring it to 
know the abyss of its miseries.” 

Our Liturgical Life 
The Sign of the Cross  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Christianity. As everybody makes the Sign of the Cross, the 
celebrant pronounces the words on behalf of the assembly, 
and all present answer ‘Amen’ (so be it). The assembled 
community does this as a corporate action, professing that 
all of our prayer is done in the name of the Triune God-  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

"Reputation is what people think about you. Character is what 
people know you are."  

Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 
of our Christian faith. When we sign ourselves with the 

symbol of the cross, we recall the incarnation, redemption, 

and  resurrection of the Lord and when we pronounce the 

name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we recall 

the great Mystery of the Holy Trinity. 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

 

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?  
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) and 
we will add you to the distribution list. We will  
commence this in a few weeks’ time. 

As we do when we pray, or 
celebrate any of the              
Sacraments, we invoke the Holy 
Trinity to begin our Mass.   
Celebrant and people cover 
themselves with the cross of 
Christ, the universal symbol of  

Make the Sign of the Cross well: 

the words and gestures made in 

the initial rites enable us, from the 

very beginning, to be involved 

body, soul, and mind in the     

celebration. The sign of the cross, 

in fact, summarizes the whole  

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic ?  
Would you like to know more about becoming a Catholic, being 
baptised and received into the Church? Please speak to Fr 
David, or contact the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au). 

Baptisms 
Today we welcome Andres, Sampson & Sebastian who are to 
become members of the Church through Baptism. Let us make 
them welcome and pray for them and their parents and       
Godparents.  

 

Thanksgiving envelopes can now be collected from the Church 
foyer. 

Church Flowers 
We have a beautiful church and it is nice to have flowers and 
other things to adorn it. Currently we are paying $1348 per 
annum for artificial flowers which are changed regularly by an 
external company. 
We are seeking to reduce our expenses so we will purchase 
some artificial flowers but we would need one or two people 
who might be willing to maintain them each month or so. If you 
would be interested to help, please contact the office. Thank 
you! 

Remembrance Day 
This Monday is Remembrance Day, a day that we give thanks 
for those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country and 
our freedom and to pray for them. We are indeed blessed to 
live in a free and lucky country like Australia, and much of this 
is thanks to the sacrifices that others have made. You might 
spare a prayer for those who have died in service and for those 
who currently serve in our forces.  

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie


GIVING ALL
 The high cost of living is a constant 
lament today, but being poor seems a 
timeless condition. Despite efforts over 
thousands of years, poverty has never 
been eradicated. Yet our readings today 
speak of great generosity that emerges out 
of poverty. Our first reading tells of Elijah 
asking a widow for a little water and a 
scrap of bread. He asks this of one with 
so little: a handful of meal and a little oil. 
Her willingness to share brings about a 
miracle. 
This widow is paired with another 
unnamed widow in today’s Gospel. The 
term ‘widow’ could describe a woman 
without a husband, father, or male relative. 
As such, she had no means of financial 
support. These widows are among the 
poorest of the poor. At the treasury, this 
widow is observed as most generous. We 
are invited to see what Jesus sees as he 
sits opposite – rich people putting in large 
contributions and one widow putting in 
two small coins, translated in Greek as 
two lepta, but understood as two bronze 
mites of Judea that are the smallest 
denomination. In Australia there is no 
longer a one cent coin but that might be a 
fair comparison. 
The point is that these two mites are all 
the widow has. She does not hold back; 
she gives all. She gives her whole life 
and is a model for the disciples. Jesus 
is moving toward his passion and death 
where he will give everything, and his 
disciples are being asked to do the same, 
trusting in God. What about us?
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Dr Rosemary Canavan

SHE HAS PUT IN EVERYTHING SHE HAD. Jesus had little time for the unholy trinity 
of conspicuous wealth, self-righteousness and ostentatious piety. He suggests that, 
when we give alms, we ‘do not sound a trumpet before [us]’ (Mt 6:2). According to 
St Ambrose, ‘God does not consider what one gives but what one keeps.’ Could it be 
that we give too little and keep too much?

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 87:3

Let my prayer come into your presence.
Incline your ear to my cry for help, 
O Lord.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the 
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. Your are the first born of all creation: 
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the head of the body, the Church: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / We 
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore 
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks 
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly 
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins 
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, / 
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the 
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you 
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / 
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God 
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty and merciful God, graciously 
keep from us all adversity, so that, 
unhindered in mind and body alike, we may 
pursue in freedom of heart the things that 
are yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 1 Kings 17:10-16

A reading from the first book of the Kings
The widow made a little scone from her flour 
and brought it to Elijah.

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And 
when he reached the city gate, there was a 
widow gathering sticks; addressing her he 
said, ‘Please bring a little water in a vessel 
for me to drink.’ She was setting off to bring 
it when he called after her. ‘Please’ he said, 
‘bring me a scrap of bread in your hand.’ ‘As 
the Lord your God lives,’ she replied, ‘I have 
no baked bread, but only a handful of meal in 
a jar and a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering 
a stick or two to go and prepare this for myself 
and my son to eat, and then we shall die.’ But 
Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do 
as you have said; but first make a little scone 
of it for me and bring it to me, and then make 
some for yourself and for your son. For thus 
the Lord speaks, the God of Israel:

  “Jar of meal shall not be spent,
  jug of oil shall not be emptied,
  before the day when the Lord sends
  rain on the face of the earth.” ’

  The woman went and did as Elijah told her 
and they ate the food, she, himself and her 
son. The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug 
of oil emptied, just as the Lord had foretold 
through Elijah.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 145:7-10. R. v. 2

R.  Praise the Lord, my soul!

1.  It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, / 
who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is 
he who gives bread to the hungry, / the Lord, 
who sets prisoners free.  R.

2.  It is the Lord who gives sight to the 
blind, / who raises up those who are bowed 
down. / It is the Lord who loves the just, / 
the Lord, who protects the stranger.  R.

3.  The Lord upholds the widow and orphan / 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. / The 
Lord will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age 
to age.  R.

SECOND READING	 Heb 9:24-28

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Christ offered himself only once to take the 
faults of many on himself.

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-
made sanctuary which was only modelled on 
the real one; but it was heaven itself, so that 
he could appear in the actual presence of God 
on our behalf. And he does not have to offer 
himself again and again, like the high priest 
going into the sanctuary year after year with 
the blood that is not his own, or else he would 
have had to suffer over and over again since 
the world began. Instead of that, he has made 
his appearance once and for all, now at the 
end of the last age, to do away with sin by 
sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, 
and after that comes judgement, so Christ, 
too, offers himself only once to take the faults 
of many on himself, and when he appears a 
second time, it will not be to deal with sin 
but to reward with salvation those who are 
waiting for him.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Mt 5:3 

Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit;
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mk 12:38-44

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
This poor widow has put in more than all who 
contributed.

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the 
scribes who like to walk about in long 
robes, to be greeted obsequiously in the 
market squares, to take the front seats in 
the synagogues and the places of honour at 
banquets; these are the men who swallow the 
property of widows, while making a show of 
lengthy prayers. The more severe will be the 
sentence they receive.’
  He sat down opposite the treasury and 
watched the people putting money into the 
treasury, and many of the rich put in a great 
deal. A poor widow came and put in two 
small coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then 
he called his disciples and said to them, ‘I 
tell you solemnly, this poor widow has put 
more in than all who have contributed to the 
treasury; for they have all put in money they 
had over, but she from the little she had has 
put in everything she possessed, all she had 
to live on.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Look with favour, we pray, O Lord, 
upon the sacrificial gifts offered here, that, 
celebrating in mystery the Passion of your 
Son, we may honour it with loving devotion. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 22:1-2

The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures where 
he gives me repose,

near restful waters he leads me.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Nourished by this sacred gift, O Lord, we 
give you thanks and beseech your mercy, 
that, by the pouring forth of your Spirit, the 
grace of integrity may endure in those your 
heavenly power has entered. Through Christ 
our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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