
St John Bosco's Parish Hall Hire
Available weekends
Kitchen, stove & oven
Tables & chairs available to seat 42
Bathrooms. Up to 5 hours
Please contact the parish office 
2 weeks notice preferred

Parish News      
Social Media

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook: 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie
New to the Faith? Want to Know More? 

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception in
the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.   

Participating in the Mass
The daily Mass readings and responses can be accessed with this QR Code.
The Sunday readings and Mass responses are on the other side of the
bulletin.

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office. 

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:
 

Presbytery Account (1  collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

st

 - BSB:083 -347          Acc No.: 6616 52479   
                                                                   

Parish Account (2  collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347  AccNo.: 6568 74974

nd

                                                                                  

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or

the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enable us to continue

the work of the Gospel. 

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

Pray With Us 

A WORD FROM
THE PASTOR..

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.
 
The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc. 

Last week:
1  collection: $949st

2  collection: $1,741nd

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:

Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
 1  Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.  

st

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the presbytery 

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

We recall in Prayer
Those who are sick
We pray for all the sick in our parish
community
Recently Deceased
All the recently deceased in our community
Anniversaries and Remembrances
Xavier Gilmore; Joyce McDowell; Kathleen
Cosgriff; Frank Palermo; Bridget Musumeci;
Mavis Moloney, Don McSweeney

Contact Us

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday: 
Thursday: for greater devotion to the Rosary
Friday: for growth in faith
Saturday: parish young adults group
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the
parish)

Stewardship
Wisdom of the Saints

Saint Anselm: “God who made all things made himself of
Mary, and thus he refashioned everything he had made.”

Thought for the Week
Most worries are reruns.

Parish Priest
Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au
W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042 
Parish Office
Charles Meneze, Secretary
Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

26 October 2025  St John Bosco Parish Niddrie
30  Sunday in Ordinary Time  - Month of the Rosary - Green is the colour of hope and growth.th

Our Liturgical Life
What’s in a Creed ? 

Everything is a gift, given to us in Jesus Christ. This is the source of our
Catholic humanism, of our defence of human life from the womb to the
tomb, of our commitment to protect the environment. Whatever
challenges or sufferings our commitments entail, we cannot abandon
them without betraying the very ground of our being.

From ‘the Far East’
Our Spiritual Life

“In our journey towards the Jubilee, let us return to Scripture and
realize that it speaks to us in these words: “May we who have taken
refuge in him be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us.
We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that
enters the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on
our behalf, has entered” (Heb 6:18-20). Those words are a forceful
encouragement for us never to lose the hope we have been given, to
hold fast to that hope and to find in God our refuge and our strength.”

From Pope Francis’ letter, Spes Non Confundit (Hope does not
disappoint) which proclaimed the Jubilee Year.

Pope Leo’s First Official Document. 
Recently, the Holy Father released his first official document on poverty in the Church,
Dilexit Nos. Below is a brief summary from the Catholic Weekly in Sydney. the full
document can be viewed on the Vatican website- www.vatican.va
When he died, Pope Francis was drafting a companion document to the encyclical he
published last October, Dilexit nos (he has loved us), on “the human and divine love of the
Heart of Jesus Christ.” Dilexi te is much shorter but is similar in structure and tone.  
 “I too consider it essential to insist on this path to holiness, for ‘in this call to recognise him in
the poor and the suffering, we see revealed the very heart of Christ, his deepest feelings and
choices, which every saint seeks to imitate.’” [ 
In a striking turn of phrase, Leo says “when the church bends down to care for the poor, she
assumes her highest posture.” A “preferential option for the poor” does not exclude other
groups. It stems from the fact that the Redeemer of mankind was born in poverty and lived in
poverty.  
But the “most ardent” advocate of the poor, Leo recalls, was St John Chrysostom, the
Archbishop of Constantinople in the late 300s to the early 400s. He spoke with a ferocious
vigour: “Do you wish to honour the body of Christ? Do not allow it to be despised in its
members, that is, in the poor, who have no clothes to cover themselves. Do not honour
Christ’s body here in church with silk fabrics, while outside you neglect it when it suffers from
cold and nakedness…” 
Closer to our own times, since Leo XIII the popes have been prophetic voices urging Catholics
to have a social conscience. “The Church’s Magisterium in the past 150 years is a veritable
treasury of significant teachings concerning the poor,” he reminds readers.  
The church pioneered modern welfare institutions  
The historical amnesia which afflicts our universities and media means that most people are
ignorant of the foundations of modern welfare institutions. It started early. The first Christians
survived the plagues which swept through the Roman Empire because they cared tenderly for
each other, as St Cyprian of Carthage testified.  
Modern hospitals and nursing care were not invented by Florence Nightingale in the 19th
century. Great figures like St John of God and St Camillus de Lellis developed hospitals. “The
Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul, the Hospital Sisters, the Little Sisters of Divine
Providence, and many other women’s congregations have become a maternal and discreet
presence in hospitals, nursing homes and retirement homes,” Leo reminds us.  
And long before governments became responsible for educating children, great Catholic
figures were founding schools – St Joseph Calasanz in Rome in the 16th century, the Ursuline
sisters, St Marcellin Champagnat in France in the 19th century – and many more. “Each child
was considered a unique gift from God, and the act of teaching was a service to the Kingdom
of God,” Leo observes about St John Baptist de La Salle, who worked in France in the 17th
century.   Leo writes passionately: “Does this mean that the less gifted are not human beings?
Or that the weak do not have the same dignity as ourselves? Are those born with fewer
opportunities of lesser value as human beings? Should they limit themselves merely to
surviving? The worth of our societies, and our own future, depends on the answers we give to
these questions. Either we regain our moral and spiritual dignity or we fall into a cesspool.”
(www.catholicweekly.com.au)
All Souls Day
Next Sunday is the Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed, All Souls Day. This day
falls on November 2 each year, and this year it falls on a Sunday for us to observe. There
will be envelopes available for November Masses to be offered and the Memorial Book
will be placed in the church to record the names of those who wish to pray for during the
month of November.

This Sunday 26 October, after the 10.30am Mass, we will have
our first SJB Young Adults gathering in the parish hall. Please
sign up to register your interest, or just come along and invite

others along! 

Parish Stewardship
The new sets of Thanksgiving envelopes are in the church foyer, Please
collect yours after Mass this weekend. If you would like to contribute
regularly to the parish, or arrange a direct debit, please contact the parish
office (email niddrie@cam.org.au)
Current contributors who would like a statement for the past six months,
please contact the Office and we will be happy to arrange one for you.
Contributions are not tax deductible.

Welcome
Today we welcome Archer and his family as he receives a Welcome and
Blessing in preparation for his Baptism in our parish. You might like to
accompany us in prayer by offering a 'Hail Mary' for him and his family.

Welcome !
Are you a visitor to our parish? Are you new here? Do you
regularly worship with us? You are very welcome. If you would
like to become involved in our parish, please speak to Fr David
after Mass, or email us at niddrie@cam.org.au You might like to
assist with reading at Mass, cleaning the church, helping with
hospitality, supporting the parish or other things? 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20251004-dilexi-te.html#_ftn3


PONDERING OUR ATTIUDES
Today’s Gospel presents us with a mirror 
to help us reflect on the way we regard 
others. It is especially pertinent when we 
feel assured that our religious attitude 
and approach to our Faith and God is 
correct. It is even possible that out of this 
attitude we can regard others, especially 
those from other faith traditions, as 
uninformed or perhaps targets of divine 
condemnation. 
Jesus offers Luke’s audience an 
opportunity to reflect on similar attitudes. 
It takes the form of a parable focused 
on two people: a person of religious 
scrupulosity and a public sinner. The first 
is called a ‘Pharisee’, an identification 
that requires nuanced historical 
understanding. For Luke writing in the 
mid-80s of the first century in the period 
after the destruction of the Temple in 
70 CE, Pharisees enabled Judaism to 
survive and grow. They represented its 
leadership. To followers of Jesus at that 
same period they represented those who 
were critical of the Jesus-movement and 
didn’t join in. In the time of Jesus, in 
the 30s, the situation was very different. 
They were very attuned to Jesus’ mission 
and, like him, concerned about authentic 
Jewish faith and Torah practice. 
In the story in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus 
compares a ‘Pharisee’ (in this later 
historical understanding) to a tax-
collector judged a sinner, collaborating in 
Rome’s oppressive taxation system. This 
‘sinner’ recognises his need for God’s 
mercy; the Lukan Pharisee, self-assured 
about his religious credentials, arrogant 
and without any need for God, is self-
focused. These parable characters invite 
us to ponder our attitude to God and 
others.

Fr Michael Trainor
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE PRAYER OF THE SINNER. Last Sunday’s Gospel told of the determined struggle 
of a good person, a widow, for justice. Through this story Jesus teaches that God hears 
the persistent cries of the just. In today’s Gospel it is a sinner who prays to God for 
mercy and, wonderfully, God hears the sinner’s humble prayer also. The only prayer 
to which God cannot respond is that of the self-righteous who effectively says to God: 
‘I do not need you.’

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 104:3-4

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: I confess to almighty God and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I have done and in 
what I have failed to do, (striking the breast) 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; therefore 
I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the 
Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers 
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord 
our God.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
V. Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / We 
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore 
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks 
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly 
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins 
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are 

seated at the right hand of the Father, / 
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the 
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you 
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / 
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God 
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty ever-living God, increase our 
faith, hope and charity, and make us love 
what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Sir 35:12-14, 16-19

A reading from the book of Sirach
The prayer of the humble will penetrate the 
heavens.

The Lord is a judge
who is no respecter of personages.
He shows no respect of personages to the 

detriment of a poor man,
he listens to the plea of the injured party.
He does not ignore the orphan’s supplication,
nor the widow’s as she pours out her story.
The man who with his whole heart serves 

God will be accepted,
his petitions will carry to the clouds.
The humble man’s prayer pierces the clouds,
until it arrives he is inconsolable,
nor will he desist until the Most High takes 

notice of him,
acquits the virtuous and delivers judgement.
And the Lord will not be slow,
nor will he be dilatory on their behalf.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 32:2-3, 17-19, 23. R. v. 7

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

1.	 I will bless the Lord at all times, / his 
praise always on my lips; / in the Lord my 
soul shall make its boast. / The humble shall 
hear and be glad.  R.
2.	 The Lord turns his face against the 
wicked / to destroy their remembrance from 
the earth. / The just call and the Lord hears / 
and rescues them in all their distress.  R.

3.	 The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; / 
those whose spirit is crushed he will save. / 
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. / 
Those who hide in him shall not be 
condemned.  R.

SECOND READING	 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18

A reading from the second letter of St Paul  
to Timothy
All that remains is the crown of righteousness 
reserved for me.

My life is already being poured away as a 
libation, and the time has come for me to be 
gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; 
I have run the race to the finish; I have kept 
the faith; all there is to come now is the crown 
of righteousness reserved for me, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on 
that Day; and not only to me but to all those 
who have longed for his Appearing.

  The first time I had to present my defence, 
there was not a single witness to support 
me. Every one of them deserted me – may 
they not be held accountable for it. But the 
Lord stood by me and gave me power, so 
that through me the whole message might be 
proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I 
was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord 
will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, 
and bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. 
To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 2 Cor 5:19 

Alleluia, alleluia!
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world  

to himself;
and the Good News of reconciliation he  

has entrusted to us.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Lk 18:9-14

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according  
to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
The publican returned to his home justified; the 
Pharisee did not.

Jesus spoke the following parable to some 
people who prided themselves on being 
virtuous and despised everyone else. ‘Two 
men went up to the Temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to 
himself, “I thank you, God, that I am not 
grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest of 
mankind, and particularly that I am not like 
this tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I 
pay tithes on all I get.” The tax collector stood 
some distance away, not daring even to raise 
his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast and 
said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This 
man, I tell you, went home again at rights 
with God; the other did not. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
man who humbles himself will be exalted.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Look, we pray, O Lord,
on the offerings we make to your majesty,
that whatever is done by us in your service

may be directed above all to your glory.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE  
SUNDAYS IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by 
your Cross and Resurrection you have set 
us free.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 19:6

We will ring out our joy at your saving 
help and exult in the name of our God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray,
perfect in us what lies within them,
that what we now celebrate in signs
we may one day possess in truth.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.

26 October 2025Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time / C


