
St. John’s Parish Mitcham 
494 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham 3132 

 

Email: mitcham@cam.org.au 
Website: www.stjohnsmitcham.com.au 

Phone: 03 9401 6366 or 0402 330 128 

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Sunday 18 February 2024 —Year B  

 
Presbytery Renovation Fund – Update   

February 2024 
 

Dear Parishioners 
 

Great News! 
 

Although work continues to the exterior of the Presbytery, we are 
delighted to report that the internal renovations and redecoration have 
been completed and that Fr Dispin has returned to living in the house. 
 

He reports being overwhelmed by his revitalised living conditions. 
 

This outcome is in no small part due to the generosity of parishioners. 
The original fund-raising target for the ‘essential works’ of $75,000 has been achieved. The 
final cost of all the works is projected at $100,000. Due to the overwhelming generosity of 
parishioners the balance is manageable. 
 

The project is on track to be completed over the next few weeks. When it is finalised, a more 
detailed report will be provided to you. This will include before and after photos. 
 

Projects of this type and complexity don’t succeed without professional support. We are indeed 
fortunate to have had the knowledge, experience and generosity of time of Bernie Kiekebosch 
and Peter Gloag. Together they have project managed these works. We owe Bernie and Peter 
a great deal. 
 

With God’s blessings, thank you to everyone for your generosity and prayers. 
 

Leo Hennessy, Chairperson, Finance Committee 
 
 

“St John’s Parish community, is committed to the Victorian Child Safe Standards  
& acknowledges that Child Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.” 

LENTEN PRAISE AND ADORATION  
Monday 19th February, 7.30pm 

St Johns Church 
Prayerful praise and worship lead by Genevieve Bryant. Quiet Eucharistic adoration. 
Start your Lent with this powerful time of connection with God 

The Rite of Election will be held this Sunday at                                           
St Patrick’s Cathedral, we pray for our elect and candidates:  
Jaxon, Emilia, Jade, Wayne, Jordan, Jermaine and Wei,  
that they may be filled with the hope of the life giving Spirit  

as they prepare themselves for Sacraments of Initiation  
and Full Communion with the Catholic Faith. 



Parish Information 

Parish Information & Daily Readings 

 
Scripture Readings for week 
 

Mon: Leviticus 19:1-2. 11-18  Mt 25:31-46  
Tue:  Isaiah 55:10-11    Mt 6:7-15  
Wed: Jon 3:1-10     Lk 11:29-32  
Thur: 1 Peter 5:1-4    Mt  16:13-19  
Fri:    Ezekiel 18:21-28    Mt  5:20-26  
Sat:  Deuteronomy 26:16-19   Mt 5:43-48  

 

2nd SUNDAY OF LENT 
Genesis 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18  

Romans 8:31-34  
Mark 9:2-10  

AMONGST OUR PARISH FAMILY 
We ask for the grace and peace of Eternal life for those who 
have died recently especially Margaret Lawlor, George Vernal   
and Pauline McConville and for those whose memories are sacred 
to us at this time including Jim McKenna, Len McKeown, Mary 
D’Silva, Michael Cole, Alice Strike, Dolores Bautista, Dr Alan 
Dillon, Erminio Iacobucci, Rosemary Ventura, Johnny Suares, 
Dawn Fernandez, Charles and Dawn MacKinnon, Paul and Mena 
Fernades, Valerie, Donald and Ronald Paul 

Tuesday Mass for healing of the sick 
Prayers are offered and are followed by a Novena of 
Saint Mary MacKillop.  If you know of someone who 
might need our special prayers or to be added to the 

Novena List please email the parish office 
mitcham@cam.org.au and leave a message for those you 
wish to be prayed for by Monday afternoons. Keeping you 
in our prayers. Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to 
keep the name/s of your loved one, as we are updating the 
current list.” 

Feb 24/25  St John’s     St John’s      St. John’s  St John’s  St John’s      
   6.00pm     8.30am      9.45am  11.15am  5.00pm       
  

C’Tator  M Bredhauer  A Buchanan  L Kho   B Rudin  C Lobo  
Lector s  A Livy   H De Kauwue  M Gartland  D Wates  K Holewa 
         

Eucharist  M Livy   R Jess   G Gartland  A Glenn  C Kook    
   E Booth  J Kaithavelil  M Lafferty  P Darmody   
   R McIntosh  A Tham  C Bramble  M Holmes      
            S Dowd      
    
Laptop operator       J Curtis  D Garcia 
Children Liturgist    N Christina  A O’Reilly    

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  
ON 9401 6366 OR VIA EMAIL MITCHAM@CAM.ORG.AU  

TO ACCESS ANY OF THESE PEOPLE OR SERVICES 

Normal Weekend Mass Times  
St John’s: Sat Vigil, 6pm, Sun 8.30am, 9.45am, 11.15am, 5pm 
Our Lady’s: Sat Vigil 5pm, Sun 9.30am 
 

Parish Office Hours (Parish Office is closed on Mondays): 
Tuesday-Friday 9am-3.30pm  
 

Business Manager: Margaret Harrington   
Parish Secretary: Manuela Brambilla   
Accountant: Gilda Bell     
Bereavement Ministry: Jenny Kearney 0413 826 468  
Pastoral Care: Loredana Iacobucci 0423 313 336  
 

Christian Meditation Group: Chris Ryan  
House of Books (house next door to the Church): 9401 6306 
RE for Government Schools: Trish Chaston 0468 589 793 
Safeguarding Committee Co-ordinator:  Andrew Buchanan 
Visitation and Communion to the Sick & Housebound: 
Co-ordinator:  Cath Brindle    

Parish Priest Fr Dispin John       
Supported by Fr Michael Kelly, CSsR  
 
St John’s School 
494 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham, 9874 1575 
Principal:  Mrs Verona Gridley  
                   vgridley@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au  
 
St James School 
51 Centre Road, Vermont, 9874 1830  
Principal:  Mr Dave Mutimer  
                  principal@sjvermont.catholic.edu.au 
Services: 
St Vincent De Paul: 
Shop 2/82 Maroondah Hwy Ringwood 9870 9124 
Welfare Assistance 1800 305 330 
  

ST. JOHN'S MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

Plaques for this pastoral project may be ordered at 
any time for any deceased person who either was a 
parishioner at St John’s or who was buried from St 
John’s Church.  The forms are in the Newsstands. These 
forms now include the Interment of Ashes at St. John's. 
The completed forms can be handed into the Parish Office.   
Enquiries: Parish Office 9401 6366 

Now is the time,  
and this is the place to rethink  
everything you think you know,  

and believe the good news  
that Jesus is bringing. 

Weekday Masses 
 

 St John’s          Our Lady’s 
 

Tue     10am Mass      6pm Mass 
Wed  10am Mass             
Thur  No Mass      9.15am Mass  
Fri        9am SJV 
          10am SJM 

mailto:mitcham@cam.org.au


Faith Formation, Social & Other 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
RINGWOOD NEWS 

 

Weekend Masses: 
Saturday at 5pm  

Sunday at 9.30am  
 

Weekday service 
6.00pm Tue: Mass and Novena 

9.15am Thurs: Mass  
 

Ringwood Parish website:  
http://pol.org.au/ringwood/Home.aspx 

Phone: 0468 589 039 

The Funeral Service for 
 
 
 

Margaret Lawlor 

Friday 23rd February at 2pm 
 

George Vernal  
Thursday 2nd February at 11am 

 

BAPTISM 
 

Today we welcome 
 

Joshua Anthony Greig, Emily Susan Cole, Thomas 
Douglas Edwin Cole, Phoebe Carmelina Cole 

 

into the life of the Catholic Church  
through the Community of St John’s 

Congratulations to 

Gertrudys & Jose Ramirez 
 

who celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary  
With prayers and best wishes  

for your joy and happiness 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY @ ST JOHN’S  
“Pray for one another, that you may  be 

healed” (James 5:16) 
 

For prayer requests, please call Loredana                      
0423 313 336  or contact the  Parish Office. 
God bless,  Loredana 
 

A prayer for the weary: 
Lord, the last few years have been filled with sickness, 

death, job loss, isolation, anxiety, fear, and division.  
We are weary. In our weariness,  

we confess our cynicism and our scepticism,  
and we ask for your renewal. Give us eyes to see the 

kingdom life Christ has promised 
and fill us with a hope that allows us to live each day 

with soberness, generosity, and joy. 

CAFÉ @ ST JOHN’S   

Please come, enjoy a cuppa & chat with friends in the                     
Narthex following the 10am Mass.  All are welcome      
When: Wednesday 21 February 
Time: 10:30am to 11:30am 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  - “Come and See” 

John said, “Look, there is the lamb of God”… The      
disciples asked “Where do you live?”… “Come and 
see”,   Jesus replied.   Jn 1:36-39 
Our next meditation gathering will be on  Monday evening, 
26th Feb at 7.30pm. Consistent  meditation is known to help 
calm our busy minds. If you are interested in deepening your 
spirituality, or want to strengthen your connection to God, you 
can benefit from meditation – even if you are new to it. Free of 
charge. All welcome. All enquiries Chris Ryan at the Parish 
Office, 9401 6366 - or simply turn up on the night. Looking 
forward to seeing you!  

MORNING TEA 
Every Sunday after the 8.30am and 9.45am 
Mass you are invited to share a cuppa and a 
chat in the narthex with other  parishioners.  

Children’s Liturgy at St John’s 
Lent/Easter Activity Packs will be available after the 9.45am 
and 11.15am Masses this Sunday for our Children's Liturgy 
families. The packs will be available next weekend after all 

Masses for anyone who would like one. 

Thank you to all those parishioners who last year indicated 
they would like to join our Children's Liturgy program.                
I would really appreciate it if those who haven't already 
done so, could send me their email and availability and also 
add St. John's Church to your WWC or apply for one if you 
don't have a current one. As it takes some time for the               
Parish office to be notified, it would be great if you could 
email or photocopy your card  and send it to the office or to 
myself in the interim. I can't add you to the roster until we 
receive it. Thank you so much to those who have already 
done this. My email is dianefhancock1@gmail.com or            
mobile 0418128408. Diane 

SENIORS GROUP  MASS & LUNCH 
The next St. John’s Seniors monthly 11am Mass 
(including anointing of the sick) & Lunch will be held 
on Wednesday 6 March. For catering purposes 
please call the Parish office 9401 6366  to confirm 
your attendance by Monday 4 March.                               

All are welcome. 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
This year, Project Compassion brings you the stories of three 
resilient women: Ronita from the Philippines, Leaia from                
Samoa and Memory from Malawi. Please donate to Project 
Compassion. You can donate through Project Compassion 
donation boxes and  envelopes available from your parish, by 
visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling                  
1800 024 413.  

EXPLORE THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
March 7th, 7pm—9pm 

St John’s—Coghlan Centre 
 

Join us for an overview of Mark,  
the earliest and shortest Gospel. 

Mark emphasises Jesus' divine nature  
as the Son of God and urges 

us, as disciples, to act quickly in response. 
Bookings: 

Online: https://www.trybooking.com/CPCQD 
Parish office: 9401 6366 or mitcham@cam.org.au 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Come and pray the Stations of the Cross in the 
Church every Friday during Lent at 9.15am. 

http://pol.org.au/ringwood/Home.aspx
mailto:dianefhancock1@gmail.com
caritas.org.au/project-compassion
https://www.trybooking.com/CPCQD
mailto:mitcham@cam.org.au


ST VINCENT DE PAUL— FEBRUARY—FOOD  
Donations can now be left in the plastic tub in 
the Narthex.  We are currently requesting: 
coffee, rice, biscuits, long life milk. All 
Enquiries to Ross Hancock 0419 117 343 

HOUSE OF BOOKS 
 

 

 

Monday—Friday 10am - 4pm 
Saturday 10am-1pm 

Closed Sundays & Public Holidays. 
 

The shop has a great range of good quality second 
hand books at very low prices. Proceeds support            
St John's and St Vincent de Paul. Phone: 9401 6306 

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE PARISH 

PIETY STALL  

The Piety Stall has a new spot in the narthex and new items 
too. Statues, Rosary beads, rosary bracelets and pouches. 
Scapulars brown and green and 25 different medals, also 
prayer cards and holy pictures. If you are looking for a piety 
item we may be able to order it for you.  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2024 
‘I beg you …. bear with one another in love’ 

Ephesians 4:1-5 
 

Friday 1st March 2024 
10:00am Morning Tea 

10:30am Service 
All Saints’ Anglican Church Mitcham 

Joseph Forster Room 
Enquiries: 0419 579 286 

SAFEGUARDING ESSENTIALS   
TRAINING MODULE  

If you a volunteer at St John’s and you have not done the 
Safeguarding Essentials online training yet, we encourage to 
do it asap as it is a compulsory requirements to comply with 
the Safeguarding policies and procedures. You can access it 
at  https://safeguarding.melbournecatholic.org/s/login/? 

 
The QR Code is unique to            
St John’s and will give                    
parishioners direct access to our 
CDF pay web page. To make a 
payment, parishioners simply 
scan our CDF pay QR code with 
their mobile phone and follow a 
few easy steps.  
 
Thank you for your continued support 

If you would like to support our Parish via TAP and 
GO please use the terminals located in the narthex 
and in the church. The minimum is $10. All you need to 
do is tap the terminal with your credit card / debit card / 
smart phone or smart watch—your contribution will go 
straight into our Church account. 
 

If you would like to contribute to the support of our 
Priests here are the Bank details: 
Account name: St Johns Presbytery Account  
BSB 083343 
ACCT NO. 515 469 035  

LENTEN PRAYER AND  
REFLECTION BOOK 

A Lenten prayer and reflection program for use            
during  lent or anytime is available at the Piety stall or 
at the Parish office. Cost $5 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
 

 Inviting all “Encountered Couples/Spouses/
Priests” to join us in  

Celebrating 50 years of WWME in Australia  
Saturday 16 March 2024  

At St John’s Parish, Mitcham  
[Enter via Elizabeth St]  

A Formation Day  
“Love & Respect: The Love She Most Desires;               

the Respect He Desperately Longs for”  
(A light lunch will be provided)  

&  
An Evening of celebration starting at 6pm  
Catered Spit Roast Dinner BYO Drinks                          

and a Wedding Photo  
For further details and to register  

https://www.trybooking.com/COSSN  
Or contact Steve & Sue Hollowood  

0431 477 556/ 0412 130 845  

Share the Joy of the Risen Lord! 
 

You are invited to the  
 

Easter Lunch 
 

at St John’s  
on Sunday 31

st
 March at 12.30pm 

 

If you are spending Easter by yourself or if you 
simply want to share the joy of the Risen Lord with 
other people please join us at the Easter lunch that 

will be held at St John’s in the Coghlan centre. 
The food will be offered by the Parish and you are 

invited to bring a sweet plate that you                            
normally love to eat at Easter to share. 

If anyone feels to give a donation for the lunch 
please contact the parish office and we thank you 

in advance for your generosity. 
 

RSVP by Friday 29th March at the Parish office  
by phone 9401 6366  or by email 

mitcham@cam.org.au 

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

The next set of Stewardship envelopes will be                   
available in the Church narthex this weekend.              
Receipts are enclosed with the envelopes. If you have been 
paying by Direct Debit or Credit Card and wish to continue 
please let the office know so that we can cancel your                    
envelopes after this set. If you could take envelopes belonging 
to neighbours and delivering them it would save on our                
postage costs. Thank you  
Margaret Harrington, Business Manager  

https://safeguarding.melbournecatholic.org/s/login/?
https://www.trybooking.com/COSSN
mailto:mitcham@cam.org.au

