
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church 
Mount Evelyn 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord (Mass during the Day) 

5 January 2025 

readings 
 

Next Week 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Is 40: 1-5, 9-11 
Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-30 

Titus 2: 11-14, 3: 4-7 
Lk 3: 15-16, 21-22 

 
 

in a nutshell 
 
They offered him gifts. For some 
Christians the feast of Epiphany is the  
day on which gifts are exchanged. As 
we observe the wise men opening 
their treasures in today’s Gospel and 
offering gifts to Jesus, we can ask: 
what precious gifts can we offer to 
Jesus today? We may not have gold, 
frankincense and myrrh but we have 
our love, our fidelity, our time. We 
can give these to Jesus by giving 
them to those in need.  
 
 

we pray for 

 
all who  are  sick or  suffering and 
those parishioners unable to be 
among us this weekend, especially,  
Harry &  Dorothy Heering, Jim & Pat 
Henshaw, Fr Pat Purcell 
For those who have died recently, 
and those whose anniversary  occur 
at this time. 

 
 
 

of special note 
 

Happy 

New Year! 

The Parish of St Mary’s 
 

Parish Priest 
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU 

 

Parish Secretary 
Janine Meades 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 

 

Weekly Schedule 
Sunday Mass 

Saturday—6:30pm (EST) 
 5:00pm (EDST) 

Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm 
 

Weekday Mass & Rosary 
Tuesday—6:00pm 
Thursday—9:00am  

Friday—9:00am 
Rosary prayed before morning Mass 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm 

Tuesday—5:10pm-5:40pm 
Friday—8:10am-8:40am 

 

Exposition 
Tuesday 5:00pm 
Friday at 8:00am 

 
 

Weddings 
Please contact the office 

 

Baptisms 
Please see Father after Mass 

 
 
 
 

Parish Primary School 
 

Principal: Angela Glennie 
 

Website: 
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au 

Raise Your Voices 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
 
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; 
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and 
dominion. 
 

Psalm Response 
 
(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 
O God, give your judgement to the king,  
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 
 
In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.) 
 
The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts  
shall pay him tribute. 
The kings of Sheba and Seba 
shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
all nations shall serve him. (R.) 
 
For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; 
and have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 
We have seen his star in the East, 
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 
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Child Safety 
Child Safety is everyone’s responsi-
bility. Our Parish is committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection 
of children, and vulnerable people 
in our community. 

Safeguarding Committee 
Fr Michel 

Janine Meades 
Alan Somers 

Sue Van der Linden 
Karla Zmegac 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you need a Helping Hand? 
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330 
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s Confer-
ence 0427 874 374 or John Bird 0407 848 192 
 

Bulletin notices:  by 12:00 noon Thursday 
please 
mountevelyn@cam.org.au  
 
For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:  
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 
 

 
Regular Gardening/Working Bee on first 

and third Saturdays of the month at  8:00 

–10:00 am. Thank you to the volunteers 

who turn up to assist with the mainte-

nance of the grounds around the church.   

 

Parish Meetings: Tuesday,  

Finance Committee  7:00pm 

Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm 

Parish Council 8:00pm 

Parish Notices 

 

Office Hours—January 

Janine will be back in the office on Wednesday 15 January. Fr Michel 

will be taking holidays  on the weeks beginning 13 & 20 January 

therefore there will be no weekday masses or Adoration. Fr Michel 

will be here for Sunday Masses.  

 

Parish Census—Have You Returned a Card?  

Thank you to the 45 people/families who have returned the census 

card. If you consider yourself a parishioner of St Mary’s we would 

appreciate that you return the census card ASAP if you have not 

already done so. These cards allow us to update our data base and 

give us a more accurate count of our parishioners.  

 

Adoration of the Eucharist 

For Catholics, praying before the Blessed Sacrament is more than a 

religious practice. It is a pathway to closeness with Christ.  We  also 

celebrate His ongoing presence in the Eucharist, and we remember His 

great sacrifice.  The Holy Hour makes our spiritual bond stronger. It 

deepens our faith, reminding us of Jesus’ endless love for humanity. 

( Lay Cistercians) Confession is a beautiful opportunity to confess your 

sins to God and seek true forgiveness. This sacrament allows Jesus to 

absolve your sins and helps you lead a life following the guidance and 

glory of Christ. ( Catholic World Mission) 

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Friday 

mornings 8:00am. Yarra Junction, Thursday nights at 6:00pm except 

first Thursday (Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration. 

 

Stewardship Corner 

“…They prostrated themselves and did him homage.  Then they 

opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh.” (MATTHEW 2:11) 

What gifts do you give to the Lord?  Pope St. Gregory said that these 

three gifts represent what we should give God every day.  Gold – we 

should reflect Christ’s wisdom in all our relationships.  Frankincense – 

represents our daily prayer and adoration to God.  Myrrh – is a symbol 

of our daily sacrifices that we unite with Jesus for the sake of others. 
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Supporting the Parish 

There are a number of ways to contribute to the financial 

viability of the Parish: 

• Cash donations and envelopes in the labelled boxes in 

the narthex  

• Tap and Go terminals  

• Via the QR code in the bulletin  

• Direct Debit  BSB 083347 Church: 648531736, 

Presbytery: 649237379 

 

Sacramental Program 2025 

For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to 

receive the Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion 

and Confirmation, instructions are available through our 

Parish. Contact Anne at annevan.tilburg@gmail.com 

Lessons will begin Sunday 2nd March after  10:30 Mass for 

First Communions and Tuesday  4th of March at 5pm for 

Confirmation.  

 

Something to make you Smile! 

Two nuns are doing their grocery shopping. As they pass 

the cooler full of beer, one nun says longingly to the other 

one, "A cold beer would go down great tonight!" "Indeed," 

the other nun replies, "but how can we show up with beer 

at the check-out counter?" "Don't worry, I have a plan," 

the other nun answers. "Grab a six-pack." The cashier is 

surprised when he sees the beer, but the one nun is ready 

with an explanation. "We use the beer to wash our hair" 

she says. "At the convent, we call it 'Catholic shampoo.'" 

Without hesitation the cashier bends down, grabs a 

package of pretzels, and throws it in one of the nuns' 

groceries bags, saying "The curlers are on the house." 

Readings Reflection 
 
 

A King to Behold 

An “epiphany” is an appearance. In today’s readings, 

with their rising stars, splendorous lights, and mysteries 

revealed, the face of the child born on Christmas day 

appears. 

Herod, in today’s Gospel, asks the chief priests and 

scribes where the Messiah is to be born. The answer 

Matthew puts on their lips says much more, combining 

two strands of Old Testament promise—one revealing 

the Messiah to be from the line of David (see 2 Samuel 

2:5), the other predicting “a ruler of Israel” who will 

“shepherd his flock” and whose “greatness shall reach to 

the ends of the earth” (see Micah 5:1–3). 

Those promises of Israel’s king ruling the nations 

resound also in today’s Psalm. The psalm celebrates 

David’s son, Solomon. His kingdom, we sing, will stretch 

“to the ends of the earth,” and the world’s kings will pay 

him homage. That’s the scene too in today’s First 

Reading, as nations stream from the East, bearing “gold 

and frankincense” for Israel’s king. 

The Magi’s pilgrimage in today’s Gospel marks the 

fulfillment of God’s promises. The Magi, probably 

Persian astrologers, are following the star that Balaam 

predicted would rise along with the ruler’s staff over the 

house of Jacob (see Numbers 24:17). 

Laden with gold and spices, their journey evokes those 

made to Solomon by the Queen of Sheba and the “kings 

of the earth” (see 1 Kings 10:2, 25; 2 Chronicles 9:24). 

Interestingly, the only other places where frankincense 

and myrrh are mentioned together are in songs about 

Solomon (see Song of Songs 3:6; 4:6, 14). 

One greater than Solomon is here (see Luke 11:31). He 

has come to reveal that all peoples are “coheirs” of the 

royal family of Israel, as today’s Epistle teaches. 

His manifestation forces us to choose: will we follow the 

signs that lead to Him as the wise Magi did? Or will we 

be like those priests and scribes who let God’s words of 

promise become dead letters on an ancient page? 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
stpaulcenter.com 

https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/a-king-to-behold-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-solemnity-of-the-epiphany-of-the-lord/
http://www.scotthahn.com/
stpaulcenter.com


 The Epiphany or the “Manifestation” of the Lord 

 

Today we are celebrating the Solemnity of the Epiphany, the “Manifestation” of the Lord. The Gospel tells 

how Jesus came into the world with deep humility and hiddenness. St Matthew, however, mentions the 

episode of the Wise Men who arrive from the East, guided by a star, to worship the newborn King of the 

Jews. Every time we hear this account, we are struck by the stark contrast between the attitude of the Magi, 

on the one hand, and that of Herod and the Jews on the other. In fact, the Gospel says that on hearing the 

words of the Magi “Herod the king … was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him” (Mt 2:3). There are various 

ways in which this reaction can be understood: Herod is alarmed because he sees in the one the Magi were 

seeking a rival to himself and his children. On the other hand, the elders and inhabitants of Jerusalem seem 

amazed, rather than anything else, as though they had been woken from a certain lethargy and needed to 

think. Isaiah had, in reality, foretold: “To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be 

upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace” (Is 9:6). 

So why should Jerusalem have been worried? It seems that the Evangelist almost desired to anticipate what 

was later to be the attitude of the high priests and the Sanhedrin, as well as of the people, toward Jesus 

during his public life. Certainly, it becomes clear that knowledge of the Scriptures and of the messianic 

prophecies does not lead everyone to open themselves to him and to his words. It comes to mind that Jesus 

with his Passion approaching wept over Jerusalem because it had not recognized the time of its visitation (cf. 

Lk 19:44). Here we touch on one of the crucial points of historical theology: the drama of the faithful love of 

God in the person of Jesus, who “came to his own, yet his own did not accept him” (Jn 1:11). In the light of 

the whole Bible this attitude of hostility, or ambiguity, or superficiality represents that of every person and 

of the “world” in the spiritual sense when closed to the mystery of the true God, who comes to meet us in 

the disarming docility of love. Jesus, the “King of the Jews” (cf. Jn 18:37), is the God of mercy and fidelity. He 

desires to reign in love and in truth and asks us to convert, to abandon wicked deeds and to set out with 

determination on the path of good. 

Hence in this sense “Jerusalem” is all of us! May the Virgin Mary, who welcomed Jesus with faith, help us not 

to close our hearts to his Gospel of salvation. Rather, let us allow ourselves to be conquered and 

transformed by him, the “Emmanuel”, God who came to dwell among us to offer us the gift of his peace and 

his love. 

Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus, 6 January 2009 


