Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear A)

18 June 2023

Readings
Next Week

Jer 20:10-13
Ps 68:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35
Rom 5:12-15
Mt 10:26-33

in a nutshell

The Harvest is Rich. Aware of the vast
number of people who were
harassed and dejected Jesus called
twelve apostles to share in his
mission. They were to do the same
work as Jesus, healing the sick and
proclaiming the kingdom of heaven.
Christ still needs helpers to share in
his mission. At the end of each Mass
Christ sends us out to love and serve
God and one another.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Dorothy
Heering

For those who have died recently
and all those whose anniversary
occurs at this time.

of special note

Peter’s Pence Collection

Next Week

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

O Lord, hear my voice, for | have called to you;

be my help.
Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, my
Saviour!

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) We are his people:
the sheep of his flock.

Cry with joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing for joy. (R.)

Know that he, the Lord, is God.
He made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the sheep of his flock. (R.)

Indeed, how good is the Lord,
eternal his merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

The kingdom of God is near;
repent and believe the Good News!
Alleluia!l

Communion Antiphon

There is one thing | ask of the Lord, only this

do | seek:

to live in the house of the Lord all the days of

my life.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30pm (EST)

5:00pm (EDST)
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—9:00am
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Our Parish is committed to the care,
wellbeing and protection of children, and
vulnerable people in our community.

Remember children should be
accompanied by an adult family member
to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Karen Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

Car Parking ~-WEEKDAY Masses
Please use available car parks for Mass
rather than the front of the church.
Please Leave the front for the truly
disabled.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305
330 Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St
Mary’s Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan
Somers 0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon
Thursday please:
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese
visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-
vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee—Friday
June 16

Thank you to the volunteers who turn up
to assist with the maintenance of the
grounds around the church. 4pm onwards

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, June 20

Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm
Parish Council 8:00pm

St. Mary’s Focus Groups—\Volunteer to Assist Your Parish

Following the Parish Meeting on 29" March, we are now all aware of the need
to improve St Mary’s financial viability.

To tackle this task, we are forming two focus groups. The first will be a Parish
Fundraising committee, to combat our immediate financial shortfalls. The
second focus group will be a Parish Outreach committee, tasked with
increasing the number of parishioners coming to Mass and the number of
contributors to our Parish Thanksgiving program.

There will be an initial meeting on Sunday 2" July, after the 10:30am Mass.
Please join us to share any ideas you may have.

If we all pitch in and help, the tasks can be shared and will not fall to just a few.
This is our Parish and the responsibility is on us to build upon the firm
foundations laid by past generations, to continue our Parish mission.

We trust that with our Lord's help, we will overcome these challenges and
continue to grow in unity as a Parish.

God bless,

Fr. Michel Corriveau PP

The Parish Pastoral Council

Parish Notices

Sacramental Program

The Parish Sacramental Program ends this weekend with children making
their First Communion. We congratulate all recipients of the sacraments of;
Confirmation, First Communion and First Reconciliation. Keep them and their
families in your prayers.

Adoration of the Eucharist

Adoration: Let us never forget that an age prospers or dwindles in proportion
to its devotion to the Holy Eucharist. This is the measure of its spiritual life
and its faith, of its charity and its virtue. (St. Peter Julian Eymard)

Confession: It is thanks to the medicine of confession that the experience of
sin does not degenerate into despair. (St. John Paul Il)

Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday 6:00pm (first
Thursday Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“As you go, make this proclamation: ‘The kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”” Matthew 10:7

Many of us take our lives for granted. We think we have plenty of time to
“repent. "Maybe we should live with a little more urgency in making things
right with God. This is the difference in living our discipleship out of obligation
versus out of love. Obligation implies we do the minimum required. Love
implies we want a relationship. God wants us to be with Him in Heaven
forever, but He also wants to be in relationship with us right now, while we
are on earth. Start this second — invite the Lord into your heart.

May Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report

Total Thanksgiving income: $4266

Total Expenditure: $5115.56

Wishing to contribute? Direct debit details: St Mary’s Church BSB 083-347
account number 648531736 Ref THK and your surname or call the office and
arrange with Janine to get envelopes or set up regular direct debit/credit card
payments or pick up a form and return at your earliest convenience.

Just a reminder donations via the Tap and Go machine go towards the
presbytery collection.

Giving Envelopes
The current set of envelopes finish today. A new set of envelopes is available
in the narthex. Please take yours.
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Parish Car Parks

Please leave the disabled car spaces for those people who
require them. At school times this is a shared car park and
there are families with children attending the school who
require these spaces.

Just a reminder for school parents to use available parking
spaces and leave the church driveway clear for our elderly/
disabled parishioners attending weekday masses. Thank you
for your consideration.

We have a NEW parish website!

With recent upgrades to Archdiocese of Melbourne platforms
we have a new website. https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/
mountevelyn. Go have a look!

Morning Tea after 10.30am Sunday Mass

Stay and chat over a cuppa! Consider joining the roster to
assist in serving. If you are unable to serve but would like to
contribute, donations of packaged biscuits would be
appreciated. Contact Rachael 0437123802

Morning tea after 9:00am Mass first Tuesday of the month.

Pro-Life News

Save Calvary Hospital: Refuse to do abortions and you will to
be taken over by the government? URGENT - sign the
petition to save Calvary: https://www.savecalvary.com.au/

Magi Pilgrimages

Trace the journey of Jesus from the land of his birth to the
way he carried his cross and gave the eternal sacrifice in this
12-day Holy Land pilgrimage to Jordan & Israel led by Fr
Thomas Areekuzhy MCBS. This pilgrimage features places
from the Old & New Testament and includes Petra, Mt Nebo,
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Sea of Galilee and Jerusalem for an all-
inclusive offer of $6,590 AUD. The fare includes Airfare + Local
Transfers in Deluxe Coaches + Stay in Premium Hotels + All
Breakfasts & Dinners + English speaking professional guides.
Departure from Melbourne on 15 October 2023. For inquiries
& bookings call 1300 721 561 or email
us info@magiholidays.com.au

Something to make you smile
Two wind turbines sit in the ocean.

One turns to the other and asks, “What music do you listen
to?”

The second one says. “I’'m a massive heavy metal fan.”
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Why did the whale cross the ocean?

To get to the other tide.

* % % % %

Why do seagulls fly over the ocean?

Because if they flew over the bay they’d be bagels.

%k %k sk %k %k

| was trying to look at a picture of the ocean but kept having
to reload the page, it finally worked after five attempts.

That was refreshing to sea.

Readings Reflection

Kingdom of Priests

The words God speaks to Israel in today’s First Reading
are intended for us as well.

The Church is the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises
to Israel—a kingdom of priests and a holy nation
(see Deuteronomy 26:19; Isaiah 62:12).

In the Church, we have been gathered as the new “Israel
of God” (see Galatians 6:16). He has made us His own
people, the flock He tends, as we sing in today’s Psalm.

Moses was Israel’s first shepherd (see Exodus 3:1). With
the Promised Land in view, he prayed that God would
raise up a successor so that God’s people would not be
left as sheep without a shepherd (see Numbers 27:17).

These same words are used in today’s Gospel to
describe Jesus’ pity for the crowds, who are “troubled
and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd.”

Israel’s shepherds—the Pharisees and scribes—had
abandoned and misled the people through their
hypocrisy and spiritual blindness (see Matthew 23:1-—
36; Jeremiah 50:6).

But God had long before promised that He Himself
would come and save His sheep—searching over the
whole earth where they had been scattered “for lack of
a shepherd” (see Ezekiel 34:1-24).

Jesus is the new Moses and new David promised by the
prophets, a divine shepherd-king sent to restore God’s
priestly kingdom (see John 10:11).

As Moses commissioned Joshua as his successor, so we
see Jesus today giving the Twelve His powers and
authority (see Matthew 9:35; 10:1). In God’s plan, they
are to seek out the lost sheep of Israel first and then
bring all nations into the fold (see Acts 13:46; Romans
1:16).

Together we have been saved and reconciled to God, as
we hear in today’s Epistle. As He delivered Israel, He has
also made us a kingdom of priests in the Church
(see Revelation 1:6).

So we come in this Mass to serve Him with gladness, to
praise His kindness, which endures forever.

Dr. Scott Hahn

stpaulcenter.com
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They shall look on him whom they have pierced

It is well-known that the month of June is dedicated particularly to the Divine Heart, to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We
express to it our love and our adoration by means of the litany which in the single invocations speaks with particular
depth of its theological contents.

| wish, therefore, at least briefly, to stop together with you before this Heart, which the Church, as a community of
human hearts, addresses. | wish, at least briefly, to speak of this mystery, such a human one, in which God revealed
himself with such simplicity and, at the same time, depth and strength.

Today let the texts of the Friday liturgy speak for us, beginning with the reading of the Gospel according to John. The
Evangelist reports a fact with the precision of an eye witness.

“Since it was the day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from remaining on the cross on the sabbath (for
that sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken
away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him; but when
they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his
side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.” (Jn 19:31-34).

The Evangelist speaks only of the piercing of his side with a spear, and the coming out of blood and water. The
language of the description is almost medical, anatomical. The soldier’s spear certainly penetrated the heart, to make
sure that the Condemned Man was already dead. This heart—this human heart—has stopped working. Jesus has
ceased to live. At the same time, however, this anatomical opening of Christ’s heart after his death—in spite of all the
| “severity” of the text—drives us to think also at the metaphorical level. The heart is not just an organ that
conditions the biological vitality of man. The heart is a symbol. It speaks of the whole inner man. It speaks of the
spiritual interior of man. And tradition at once re-read this meaning of John’s description. In a certain sense,
moreover, the Evangelist himself gave an inducement to do so when, referring to the attestation of the eye witness
that was he himself, he referred, at the same time, to this sentence of Holy Scripture:

historica

“They shall look on him whom they have pierced.” (Jn 19:37; Zc 12:10).

So, actually, does the Church look; so does humanity look. And lo, in the One pierced by the soldier’s spear all the
generations of Christians have learned and learn to read the mystery of the Heart of the Crucified Man who was and is
the Son of God.

The mystery of the heart opens up through the wounds of the body; the great mystery of piety opens up, the deep
feelings of mercy of our God open up (St Bernard, Sermo LXI,, 4: PL 183, 1072).

Christ speaks in the Friday liturgy: “Learn from me; for | am gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29).

Only once, perhaps, did the Lord Jesus refer to his own heart, in his own words. And he stressed this sole feature:
“gentleness and lowliness”: as if he meant that it is only in this way that he wishes to conquer man; that by means of
“gentleness and lowliness” he wishes to be the King of hearts. The whole mystery of his reign was expressed. in these
words. Gentleness and lowliness cover, in a certain sense, all the “riches” of the Redeemer’s heart, of which St Paul
wrote to the Ephesians. But also that “gentleness and lowliness” reveal him fully; and enable us to get to know him
and accept him; they make him the object of supreme admiration.

The beautiful litany to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is composed of many similar words—more, exclamations of
admiration for the riches of the Heart of Christ. Let us meditate on them carefully on that day.

Thus, at the end of this fundamental liturgical cycle of the Church—which began with the first Sunday of Advent and
passed through the time of Christmas, then of Lent and of the Resurrection up to Pentecost, the Sunday of Holy
Trinity, and Corpus Christi—the feast of the Divine Heart, of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, presents itself discreetly. All this
cycle is enclosed definitively in it; in the Heart of the Man-God. From it, too, the whole life of the Church irradiates
every year.

Pope St. John Paul Il, Wednesday Audience, 20 June 1979



