PARISH OF ASCOT VALE

ST MARY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

ST MARY’S CHURCH, 123 ST LEONARDS ROAD, ASCOT VALE
ST MARGARET’S CHURCH, BARB STREET, MARIBYRNONG

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Desmond J Moloney

Assistant Priest / Lithuanian Chaplain: Rev Fr Joseph Deveikis

Presbytery / Parish Office: 123 St Leonards Rd, Ascot Vale (Postal: PO Box 468 Ascot Vale 3032)
Telephone: 9370 6688

Website: www.melbcatholic.org/ascotvale

Email: ascotvale@cam.org.au

I Office Hours: Tue —Thu 9.30am — 3.00pm Secretary: Carmen D’Rosario

Principal, St Mary’s School: Mr Denis Johnstone T:9370 1194
Principal, St Margaret’s School: Mr John Rudd T:9318 1339

Weekend Mass Times

Saturday Vigil:
6.00pom St Mary’s

Sunday:
8.30am St Margaret’s

10.30am St Mary’s
6.00pm St Mary’s (Spanish)

Weekday Mass Times

Mon 10.00am St Mary’s
Tue 9.00am St Mary’s
Wed 9.00am St Mary’s

7.00pm St Mary’s
Thu 9.00am St Mary’s
Fri  9.15am St Mary’s
Sat  9.30am St Mary’s

Reconciliation
(Confession)
Saturday

10.00-10.30am St Mary’s
5.30-5.45pm St Mary’s

Eucharistic Adoration

Tue 9.30-10.30am St Mary’s
Sat 10.00-11.00am St Mary’s

Baptisms at St Mary’s

Baptisms are celebrated on the
2nd & 4th Sundays of each
month at 12:00 noon.

Baptism Information Sessions
are held in St Mary’s Church
at 7:30 pm on the first Thursday
of each month. Parents desiring
the baptism of their child must

attend one of these sessions.

3rd Sunday of Easter — 19 April 2026

Good Shepherd Sunday

Next Sunday we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday — the World Day of Prayer
for Vocations. During this coming week, you may like to pray each day for
more vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. Perhaps there is a
young person you may know to pray for by name this week or carry them
with you ‘spiritually’ to Mass on Sundays and place them on the altar at the
offertory. Sometimes the Lord uses us as his instruments to encourage
vocations.

| invite everyone — in families, parishes and religious communities, as well
as bishops, priests, deacons, catechists, educators and all the faithful — to
commit themselves more fully to creating conditions that allow this gift to be
embraced, nourished, protected and accompanied, so that it may bear
abundant fruit. Only when our surroundings are illumined by living faith,
sustained by constant prayer and enriched by fraternal accompaniment can
God’s call blossom and mature, becoming a path of happiness and salvation
for individuals and for the world. By embarking on the path that Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, shows us, we come to know more deeply both ourselves
and the God who calls us.

Excerpt from Pope Leo XIV message

Bishop Rene Ramirez RCJ appointed ninth bishop of Sandhurst
Archbishop Peter A Comensoli welcomed the announcement by the Holy
Father ‘with prayerful gratitude’.

‘Bishop Rene has already given generous and dedicated service to the Church
in Australia, and most recently to the Archdiocese of Melbourne as Auxiliary
Bishop for our northern region,” he said. ‘While his time with us as a bishop
has been brief, it has been marked by a deep pastoral charity, a missionary
spirit, and a gift for fostering renewal in parish and community life. He has
been an invaluable presence among us.’

‘Bishop Rene has given generous and dedicated service to the Church in
Australia, and most recently to the Archdiocese of Melbourne as Auxiliary
Bishop for our northern region.

Bishop Ramirez succeeds Most Reverend Shane Mackinlay, who was made
Archbishop of Brisbane in September 2025. Melbourne Catholic




ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND - 25/26 Apr 2026

Parish Counters: R Aparo; B Toomey

Ministers of the Word Extraordinary Mini:e.ters of Holy
Communion
Time St Mary's St Margaret's St Mary's St Margaret's
6.00 pm R Boyer P Barbaro
8.30 am J Ryan A Laughton
10.30 am G Kearney R Bonvino
Hymns: Entrance: CWBII 350

Offertory: CWBII 651
Communion: CWBII 608
Reflection: CWBII 484
Recessional: CWBII 368

Recently Deceased:  Br Peter Richardson

Anniversaries: Guiseppina Condemi; Victor Snr, Edito & Ninfa Cagampang; Graziella Randello;
Peter Thanh Nguyen; Maria Lien Dang; Maria Nga Vu; Giovanni, Annunciata &
Giuseppe Martello; Maria Casamento

Feast Days: 25 April Anzac Day

Readings Next Week: 4th Sunday of Easter Acts 2:14, 36-41; 1 Pet 2:20-25; Jn 10:1-10

Morning Tea after Mass

The Parish Community Group will be holding morning tea after 10.30am Mass at St. Mary's on
Sunday, 3rd May.

We would like to invite everyone to come along and have a cuppa and something to eat, while
chatting with fellow parishioners. It is always good to say hello to a person you haven't met before,
as well as chat to other parishioners whom you do know.

If you would like to bring a plate of food to share, that would be a boost for catering and we will
be very grateful. Everyone is welcome, so please come along!

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Lectors, Welcomers, Counters
The next roster for St Mary's & St Margaret's commencing May 2026 to August 2026 is being prepared. If
you wish to make any changes to the rosters, please contact the parish office via email. Thank you.

Project Compassion
With the conclusion of Lent, if you have not already, please bring Project Compassion boxes and envelopes
to the sacristy or the Presbytery. Thank you for your generosity!

Please use the QR code if you wish to contribute to our parish church.
Your generosity is much appreciated. Thank you.

Legion of Mary - For member enquiries and home visitations please contact: 9346 7900.
St Vincent de Paul Helpline: 1800 305 330, Monday - Friday, 10am — 3pm.




19. Synodality and joy

When people are invited to participate meaningfully, joy
increases. A synodal Church is not weighed down by
bureaucracy but energised by shared mission.

MELBOURNE 20. Synodality and the Eucharist

SYNOD The Eucharist is the heart of synodality. Around one table,

many are gathered as one Body. What we celebrate
sacramentally must shape how we live communally.

21. Why the Church is embracing synodality now
The call to synodality is a response to the signs of the times. In a fragmented world, God calls the
Church to witness communion, dialogue, and hope.

22. Synodality is a conversion
True synodality requires conversion of hearts, attitudes, and sometimes structures. It asks us to let
go of habits that no longer serve the mission.

Permanent Diaconate Information Session

Saturday 2 May 2026, 10.00am - 11.30am

Catholic Theological College, 278 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne

The annual May Information session has been scheduled. The Permanent Diaconate is open to
single and married men, aged between 30 and the 50s, who want to serve God and the Church as
ordained ministers. It is an ordained ministry of service. The information session is open to
everyone interested in learning more about the permanent diaconate. If you have attended any
previous session, you are also welcome to attend this session. It is an opportunity to further discern
your vocation. Wives most welcome.

If you are interested email Deacon Kevin Pattison Kevin.Pattison@cam.org.au with full name and
parish, but if you forget, then just turn up on Saturday morning. All are welcome.

HELPING KIDS THRIVE!
Developmental Changes and Digital Wellbeing

A new series offering practical wisdom for parenting and
married life — trusting God with every season of family life.

Scan the QR code to TUE 28 APR
register, or go to 7PM-8M
gzt www.trybooking.com FREE ONLINE
=22 /DKLFS WEBINAR




3rd Sunday of Easter

FIRST READING Acts 2:14, 22-33

On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up with the Eleven and
addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel, listen to
what | am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was a man
commended to you by God by the miracles and portents and
signs that God worked through him when he was among you,
as you all know. This man, who was put into your power by
the deliberate intention and foreknowledge of God, you took
and had crucified by men outside the Law. You killed him, but
God raised him to life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades;
for it was impossible for him to be held in its power since, as
David says of him:

| saw the Lord before me always,

for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me.

So my heart was glad

and my tongue cried out with joy:

my body, too, will rest in the hope

that you will not abandon my soul to Hades

nor allow your holy one to experience corruption.

You have made known the way of life to me,

you will fill me with gladness through your presence.
‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself is
dead and buried: his tomb is still with us. But since he was a
prophet, and knew that God had sworn him an oath to make
one of his descendants succeed him on the throne, what he
foresaw and spoke about was the resurrection of the Christ:
he is the one who was not abandoned to Hades, and whose
body did not experience corruption. God raised this man Jesus
to life, and all of us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the
heights by God’s right hand, he has received from the Father
the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what you see and hear
is the outpouring of that Spirit.”.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life.
Preserve me, God, | take refuge in you.

| say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.

O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;

it is you yourself who are my prize.” (R.)

Ps 15

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel,

who even at night directs my heart.

| keep the Lord ever in my sight:

since he is at my right hand, | shall stand firm. (R.)

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;

even my body shall rest in safety.

For you will not leave my soul among the dead,
nor let your beloved know decay (R.)

You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever. (R.)

SECOND READING 1Pt1:17-21

If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no
favourites and judges everyone according to what he has
done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as you are
living away from your home. Remember, the ransom that was
paid to free you from the useless way of life your ancestors
handed down was not paid in anything corruptible, neither in
silver nor gold, but in the precious blood of a lamb without

spot or stain, namely Christ; who, though known since before
the world was made, has been revealed only in our time, the
end of the ages, for your sake. Through him you now have
faith in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory
for that very reason — so that you would have faith and hope
in God.

The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: make
our hearts burn with love when you speak. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 24:13-35

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village
called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were
talking together about all that had happened. Now as they
talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by their
side; but something prevented them from recognising him. He
said to them, ‘What matters are you discussing as you walk
along?’ They stopped short, their faces downcast.

Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You must
be the only person staying in Jerusalem who does not know
the things that have been happening there these last few
days.” ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All about Jesus of Nazareth’
they answered ‘who proved he was a great prophet by the
things he said and did in the sight of God and of the whole
people; and how our chief priests and our leaders handed him
over to be sentenced to death, and had him crucified. Our
own hope had been that he would be the one to set Israel
free. And this is not all: two whole days have gone by since it
all happened; and some women from our group have
astounded us: they went to the tomb in the early morning,
and when they did not find the body, they came back to tell us
they had seen a vision of angels who declared he was alive.
Some of our friends went to the tomb and found everything
exactly as the women had reported, but of him they saw
nothing.’

Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe the
full message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that the
Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory?’ Then, starting
with Moses and going through all the prophets, he explained
to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were
about himself.

When they drew near to the village to which they were going,
he made as if to go on; but they pressed him to stay with
them. ‘It is nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is almost
over.” So he went in to stay with them. Now while he was with
them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then
he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were
opened and they recognised him; but he had vanished from
their sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts
burn within us as he talked to us on the road and explained
the scriptures to us?’

They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There
they found the Eleven assembled together with their
companions, who said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord has
risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then they told their story of
what had happened on the road and how they had recognised
him at the breaking of bread.

The Gospel of the Lord




