
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church 
Mount Evelyn 

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

9 February  2025 

readings 
Next Week 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 17: 5-8 
Ps  1: 1-4 

1 Cor 15: 12, 16-20 
Lk  6: 17, 20-26 

 
in a nutshell 

 
I am a sinner. In today’s scripture 
readings the prophet Isaiah, the 
apostle Paul, and the apostle Peter 
each acknowledges that he is a 
sinner: ‘I am a man of unclean lips’, 
cries Isaiah; ‘I persecuted the Church 
of God’, confesses Paul; ‘I am a sinful 
man’, says Peter. They know their 
need of forgiveness but they are also 
aware of the power of God at work in 
them. We too are sinners, but if we 
have faith in the grace of God 
working within us, we can be great 
missionaries as well.  

 
we pray for 

 
all who  are  sick or  suffering and 
those parishioners unable to be 
among us this weekend, especially, 
Harry &  Dorothy Heering, Jim & Pat 
Henshaw, Fr Pat Purcell 
For those who have died recently, 
and those whose anniversary  occur 
at this time. 

 
 
 

of special note 
 

General Parish Meeting  

February 26 at 7:00pm 

The Parish of St Mary’s 
 

Parish Priest 
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU 

 

Parish Secretary 
Janine Meades 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 

 
 

Weekly Schedule 
Sunday Mass 

Saturday—6:30 pm (EST) 
  5:00pm (EDST) 
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm 

 
Weekday Mass & Rosary 

Tuesday—6:00pm 
Thursday—9:00am  

Friday—9:00am 
Rosary prayed before morning Mass 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm 

Tuesday—5:10pm-5:40pm 
Friday—8:10am-8:40am 

 

Exposition 
Tuesday 5:00pm 
Friday at 8:00am 

 
 

Weddings 
Please contact the office 

 
 

Baptisms 
Please see Father after Mass 

 
 

Parish Primary School 
 

Principal: Angela Glennie 
 

Website: 
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au 

Raise Your Voices 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
 

O come, let us worship God and bow low before 
the God who made us, for he is the Lord our 
God. 
 

Psalm Response 
 

(R.) In the sight of the angels I will sing your 
praises, Lord. 
 
I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,  
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
Before the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.) 
 
I thank you for your faithfulness and love  
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 
 
All earth’s kings shall thank you  
when they hear the words of your mouth. 
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways; 
‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ (R.) 
 
You stretch out your hand and save me,  
your hand will do all things for me. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
discard not the work of your hands. (R.) 

 
 

Gospel acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come follow me, says the Lord, and I will make 
you fishers of my people. 
Alleluia! 

 
Communion Antiphon 

 

Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his 
wonders for the children of men, for he satisfies 
the thirsty soul, and the hungry he fills with good 
things. 

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796 
Tel: (03) 9736 2850   

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/mountevelyn        Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au 
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Child Safety 

Child Safety is everyone’s responsi-
bility. Our Parish is committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection 
of children, and vulnerable people 
in our community. 

Safeguarding Committee 

Fr Michel 

Janine Meades 

Alan Somers 

Sue Van der Linden 

Karla Zmegac 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you need a Helping Hand? 
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330 
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s Confer-
ence 0427 874 374 or John Bird 0407 848 192 
 

Bulletin notices:  by 12:00 noon Thursday 
please 
mountevelyn@cam.org.au  
 
For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:  
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 
 

Regular Gardening/Working Bee on first 

and third Saturdays of the month at  8:00 

–10:00 am. Thank you to the volunteers 

who turn up to assist with the mainte-

nance of the grounds around the church.   

 

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, February 18 

Finance Committee  7:00pm 

Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm 

Parish Council 8:00pm 

 

Parish Notices 
 

Parish BBQ 

All parishioners are invited to attend the first Parish BBQ for 2025 

which will be held on Sunday 23 February after 10:30 Mass. Mark it in 

your diary.  

 

 

General Parish Meeting—February 26 at 7:00pm 

All parishioners are encouraged to attend the meeting so save the 

date. More information coming.  

 

 

Adoration of the Eucharist 

Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament connects us with Christ's 

divine mystery of eternal love and sacrifice. By dedicating time to pray 

a Holy Hour, we deepen our spiritual journey, and we enrich our 

faith.  May we be guided to a closer relationship with the Saviour, 

reinforcing the bond that nourishes our souls. (Lay Cistercians) 

Pope Benedict XV1 urged regular Confession to foster the cleanliness 

and beauty of the soul, and to mature day by day in life. He also said 

that the Sacrament which Jesus gives us helps make our consciences 

more alert, more open. 

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Tuesday 

at 5:00pm & Friday mornings 8:00am. Yarra Junction, Thursday nights 

at 6:00pm except first Thursday (Warburton). Confessions available 

during Adoration. 

 

 

Stewardship Corner 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who 

will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!’” - Isaiah 6:8 

Every day, in little ways and in big ways, God asks, “Whom shall I 

send?”  Whether it is someone to take on a new ministry, to give a 

friendly smile to a stranger or to say a word of encouragement to a 

friend, God constantly provides opportunities to help someone in 

need.  God is always talking to us; we just need to pay more attention.  

When you hear God calling have the courage to walk through the door 

and say, “Here I am, Lord.” 

 

 

December Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report 

Total income: $6176.46 

Total Expenditure: $12896.94 
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January Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report 

Total income: $4390.08 

Total Expenditure: $5324.47 

 

 

Supporting the Parish 

There are a number of ways to contribute to the financial 

viability of the Parish: 

• Cash donations and envelopes in the labelled boxes in 

the narthex  

• Tap and Go terminals  

• Via the QR code in the bulletin  

• Direct Debit  BSB 083347 Church: 648531736, 

Presbytery: 649237379 

 

 

Sacramental Program 2025 

For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to 

receive the Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion 

and Confirmation, instructions are available through our 

Parish. Contact Anne at annevan.tilburg@gmail.com 

Lessons will begin Sunday 2nd March after  10:30 Mass for 

First Communions and Tuesday  4th of March at 5pm for 

Confirmation.  

 

 

The Parish Prayer Group is expanding to Mondays! 

You may be aware that the parish has had a Prayer Group 

meeting on Fridays at 2pm for some time now.  Beginning 

on Monday, 3 February 2025, the Prayer Group will also 

meet on Mondays at 9:15am.  For more information please 

call Maria at 0409 793 001 or just come on in and discover 

peace  in the presence of our Lord in the Eucharist! 

 

 

Something to make you Smile! 

It was the young deacon’s first homily after ordination, and 

he was very nervous. Halfway through his homily at Mass 

one Sunday he noticed that members of the congregation 

were fidgety and not paying attention. He stopped 

speaking and asked, “Can you hear me at the back?” A 

parishioner sitting in the back pew replied, “Not really!” 

Before he could re-start his homily, people in the front 

pews stood up and moved to the back of the church. 
 sourced from www.majellan.media 

Readings Reflection 
 
 

Into the Deep 

Simon Peter, the fisherman, is the first to be called 

personally by Jesus in Luke’s Gospel. 

His calling resembles Isaiah’s commissioning in the First 

Reading: confronted with the holiness of the Lord, both 

Peter and Isaiah are overwhelmed by a sense of their 

own sinfulness and inadequacy. Yet each experiences 

the Lord’s forgiveness and is sent to preach the good 

news of His mercy to the world. 

No one is “fit to be called an apostle,” Paul recognizes in 

today’s Epistle. But by “the grace of God,” even a 

persecutor of the Church—as Paul once was—can be 

lifted up for the Lord’s service. 

In the Old Testament, humanity was unfit for the 

divine—no man could stand in God’s presence and live 

(see Exodus 33:20). But in Jesus, we’re made able to 

speak with Him face-to-face, to taste His Word on our 

tongue. 

Today’s scene from Isaiah is recalled in every Mass. 

Before reading the Gospel, the priest silently asks God to 

cleanse his lips that he might worthily proclaim His 

Word. 

God’s Word comes to us as it came to Peter, Paul, Isaiah, 

and today’s Psalmist—as a personal call to leave 

everything and follow Him, to surrender our weaknesses 

in order to be filled with His strength. 

Simon put out into deep waters even though, as a 

professional fisherman, he knew it would be foolhardy 

to expect to catch anything. In humbling himself before 

the Lord’s command, he was exalted—his nets filled to 

overflowing; later, as Paul tells us, he will become the 

first to see the risen Lord. 

Jesus has made us worthy to receive Him in the 

company of angels in God’s holy Temple. On our knees 

like Peter, with the humility of David in today’s Psalm, 

we thank Him with all our hearts and join in the 

unending hymn that Isaiah heard around God’s altar: 

“Holy, holy, holy . . .” (see also Revelation 4:8). 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
stpaulcenter.com 

https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/into-the-deep-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-fifth-sunday-in-ordinary-time/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
https://stpaulcenter.com/


 Those in Whom the Spirit Dwells are Divinized 

What is justification? 

It is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified.  
(Rom 2:13) 

We ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days 
in malice and envy, hated by men and hating one another; but when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life.  (Titus 3:3-7) 

Now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from law, although the law and the prophets bear 
witness to it, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  For there is no 
distinction; since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as an expiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith.   (Rom 3:21-25) 

Justification means the forgiveness of our sins, sanctification, and interior renewal through faith and the state of being 
on the path to eternal life — in other words, being in the state of grace. 

Under the Old Law the People of God remained in God’s favour as long as they kept the Law of Moses.  Under the New 
Law of Love instituted by Christ, the Commandments are enriched and perfected; they are now understood not as the 
sole benchmark of righteousness but as the indispensable expression and response of true faith.  Christ is the “end” of 
the Law; we are made righteous, or justified, by faith in Christ, who gives us grace through the Holy Spirit. 

Justification cleanses us from sin and puts us in right order with God, i.e., in the state of grace.  We are reconciled and 
no longer slaves to sin.  We are justified first of all in Baptism and remain justified as long as we freely cooperate with 
God’s grace. We do this by keeping the moral law and the laws of the Church.  It requires continual interior 
conversion.  Justification is lost by mortal sin but can be restored through the Sacrament of Penance. 

From the Didache Bible 

1987 The grace of the Holy Spirit has the power to justify us, that is, to cleanse us from our sins and to communicate 
to us “the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ” and through Baptism. 

1988 Through the power of the Holy Spirit we take part in Christ’s Passion by dying to sin, and in his Resurrection by 
being born to a new life; we are members of his Body which is the Church, branches grafted onto the vine which is 
himself: 

[God] gave himself to us through his Spirit. By the participation of the Spirit, we become communicants in the divine 
nature.… For this reason, those in whom the Spirit dwells are divinized. (St. Athanasius) 

1989 The first work of the grace of the Holy Spirit is conversion, effecting justification in accordance with Jesus’ 
proclamation at the beginning of the Gospel: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Moved by grace, man 
turns toward God and away from sin, thus accepting forgiveness and righteousness from on high. “Justification is not 
only the remission of sins, but also the sanctification and renewal of the interior man.” (Council of Trent (1547)) 

 1990 Justification detaches man from sin which contradicts the love of God, and purifies his heart of sin. Justification 
follows upon God’s merciful initiative of offering forgiveness. It reconciles man with God. It frees from the 
enslavement to sin, and it heals. 

 1991 Justification is at the same time the acceptance of God’s righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Righteousness (or “justice”) here means the rectitude of divine love. With justification, faith, hope, and charity are 
poured into our hearts, and obedience to the divine will is granted us.  

 1992 Justification has been merited for us by the Passion of Christ who offered himself on the cross as a living victim, 
holy and pleasing to God, and whose blood has become the instrument of atonement for the sins of all men. 
Justification is conferred in Baptism, the sacrament of faith. It conforms us to the righteousness of God, who makes us 
inwardly just by the power of his mercy. Its purpose is the glory of God and of Christ, and the gift of eternal life. 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church 


