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First Sunday of Lent: 22 February 2026
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The Parish of St Gerard & St Anne

Parish Priest: Fr. Arsenio Tuazon
Pastor Emeritus: Fr. John Dupuche

St Anne’s 54 Knees Road, Park Orchards 3114
St Gerard’s McCulloch Street, Warrandyte 3113

Mass Times: St Gerard & St Anne

Sundays 10.30am

Third Sunday of each month St Anne’s Park Orchards
All other Sundays St Gerard’s Warrandyte

Tuesdays 9.00am

St Gerard’s Warrandyte

Mass Times: Holy Spirit Ringwood North

Wednesday 9.15am Mass

Friday 9.15am Mass

Saturday 6.00pm Mass

Sunday 9.00am Mass

Sunday 5.00pm Mass (in the Chapel)

St Anne Parish Office 54 Knees Road, Park Orchards
Phone: 7064 3922
Email: parkorchards@cam.org.au

Sacraments

Please contact the Parish Office for:

Baptisms: Every 2nd Sunday at St Anne’s Chapel
Reconciliation: Holy Spirit Church, Nth Ringwood
Weddings: By appointment

St Anne’s Primary School
Principal: Michael Edmonds Ph: (03) 9876 1533

Child Safe Committee: Private Mailbox
parkorchards.safeguarding@cam.org.au

First Reading

A reading from the book of Genesis
Creation of our first parents, and sin.

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he
breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man
became a living being.

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east,
and there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God
caused to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to
look at and good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the garden.

The serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the
Lord God had made. It asked the woman, 'Did God really say
you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?' The
woman answered the serpent, 'We may eat the fruit of the
trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of
the garden God said, "You must not eat it, nor touch it, under
pain of death".' Then the serpent said to the woman, 'No! You
will not die! God knows in fact that on the day you eat it your
eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good
and evil.' The woman saw that the tree was good to eat and
pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the
knowledge that it could give. So she took some of its fruit and
ate it. She gave some also to her husband who was with her,
and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened and
they realised that they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves
together to make themselves loin-cloths.

Responsorial Psalm
R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. R.

My offences truly | know them;

my sin is always before me.

Against you, you alone, have | sinned;
what is evil in your sight | have done. R.

A pure heart create for me, O God,

put a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. R.

Give me again the joy of your help;

with a spirit of fervour sustain me.

O Lord, open my lips

and my mouth shall declare your praise. R.
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Second Reading

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Where sin increased, there grace abounded all the more.

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread through the whole
human race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law was given. There was no
law and so no-one could be accused of the sin of “law-breaking”, yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses,
even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law.

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through
one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through one man, Jesus Christ, came
to so many as an abundant free gift. The results of the gift also outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one
single fall came judgement with a verdict of condemnation, now after many falls comes grace with its verdict of
acquittal. If it is certain that death reigned over everyone as the consequence of one man's fall, it is even more
certain that one man, Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the free gift that he does not
deserve, of being made righteous. Again, as one man's fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the good act of
one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners,
so by one man's obedience many will be made righteous.

Gospel Acclamation

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus fasted for forty days and nights.

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty
nights, after which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, 'If you are the Son of God, tell
these stones to turn into loaves.' But he replied, 'Scripture says:

Man does not live on bread alone

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God."
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. 'If you are the Son of
God,' he said, 'throw yourself down; for scripture says:

He will put you in his angels' charge,

and they will support you on their hands

in case you hurt your foot against a stone.'
Jesus said to him, 'Scripture also says:

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.'
Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour.
"I will give you all these', he said, 'if you fall at my feet and worship me.' Then Jesus replied, 'Be off, Satan! For
scripture says:

You must worship the Lord your God,

and serve him alone.'
Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him.
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NEWS FROM ST GERARD’S/ST ANNE’S PARISH (.//-7"7
Reaching out in Prayer, Hospitality and Action ey o

Committed to a Child Safe Environment
Private Mailbox: parkorchards.safeguarding@cam.org.au

The Parish of St Gerard & St Anne acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.

EVENTS THIS COMING WEEK: 22 February to 1 March 2026

Sun 22 Feb  10:30am Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte
Tues 24 Feb 9:00am Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte
Sun 1 Mar 10:30am Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte

Experience Mass in the peace and beauty of Warrandyte

We warmly welcome everyone to join us for
Mass at St Gerard’s in Warrandyte every Tuesday morning at 9:00am.

Consider adding this Mass to your Lenten discipline this year.
St Gerard’s, 3 McCulloch Street, Warrandyte

ROSTER: February and March 2026

Date Reader Commentator Morning Tea Welcomers Flowers

22 Feb  |Anita Lynch Paul Moritz Volunteer Required |Wilma Bourchier LENT, no flowers
1 Mar Carmel Murphy Volunteer Required Anita Lynch Barbara Young LENT, no flowers
8 Mar Jill McLean Saskia Harris Catarina Brouwer  |Elaine Macpherson |LENT, no flowers
15 Mar

St Anne (Paul Moritz Michelle Kearney Elaine Macpherson |Michelle Kearney  [LENT, no flowers
1st Euch

Project Compassion
Project Compassion boxes are available at the back of the Church today. Donations are tax
deductible and receipts can be provided on request. See Paul Moritz.

Eucharist28—Sydney in 2028

The 54th International Eucharistic Congress will he held in Sydney in 2028. Pope Leo has advised
that he will attend. Information is available at eucharist28.org (note, no “.au”).

You are asked to pray and prayer cards are available at the back of the Church today.

Mary Magdalene — The Musical
An uplifting Lenten production retelling the journey of Mary Magdalene through music and
story. Presented by COG Theatre Group and directed by Beth Mondragon Williams, this
moving work reflects on redemption, grace, and hope.
When:Fri & Sat 13—-14 March, 7:00 pm
Sat & Sun 14-15 March, 1:00 pm
Where: Renaissance Theatre, High Street, Kew
Tickets: trybooking.com/DHZPD
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Updates:

. St Gerard’s roof has been repaired. The fortuitously timed rain of last week showed no further
ingress of water around the altar. The repair held. Many thanks to Patrick for his help.

. Repairs at St Anne’s Parish Centre and St Anne’s Chapel have progressed with the painting
complete. There is still some building work left to be done to replace the rotted deck outside the
Parish Office.

. The lease for Tokyo Massage in North Ringwood has been terminated. Thank you to all for taking
action on this.

Playgroup—Playgroup recommenced on Wednesday 18 February from 9:00-11:00am in the Ark at St
Anne’s. We welcome parents and grandparents with their beautiful babies and pre-schoolers. In
February, we also look forward to seeing our preppies who have a Wednesday brain break (off)! We’d
love you to join us for play, friendship and coffee/tea in 2026! Ellen and Shireen

Lectio Divina Spirituality Dinner

The first Spirituality Dinner at the Janssen Spirituality Centre (JSC) Boronia for 2026 is on Thursday
evening 5th March, 5:30pm-8:30pm. The focus of the evening will be Lectio Divina (Divina Reading) -
understanding this ancient Christian meditative practice, its history, and its relevance to our time. Fr Nick
de Groot SVD, a former director of JSC will give the presentation and lead a short Lectio Divina, with time
for discussion and conversation. The evening includes a 3-course dinner. Suggested donation $35 pp.
Booking: RSVP by Monday 2nd March to Fr Yon SVD at email: enquiries@janssencentre.au or

mobile: 0405 040 870. All are welcome!

STRAWBERRY FAIR SUNDAY 1 MARCH 2026
ST ANNE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

Jam— Jill is making jam and will happily accept donations of fruit and sug-
ar. Jill can provide the jars if you’d like to make jam or chutney for the
Strawberry Fair yourself. Please contact Jill on 0408 405 733. And Jill is “

looking for a volunteer to shadow her this year and take over the

Preserves stall in 2027! Strawherry fair 2026

Plant Stall— could all those donating plants please drop them off at either
the rose garden or the Memorial Garden at the Parish Centre. For OH&S reasons, please do not block
the doorways.

Book stall—drop off cut off is end-of-day, Wednesday 25th February, 2026.

Sign up Schedule can be found here https://signupschedule.com/stannesstrawberryfair for anyone able
to help with Set Up, Pack Down or on the stalls on the day. As of Thursday 19th Feb, the organisers
need:

. Saturday 28th Feb—18 more people for Set Up

. Sunday 1st Mar—87 time slots available (as at 19th Feb) to help

. Pack upSunday 1 Mar—7 more people.

Cakes and biscuits— can you please drop these off on Saturday 28th Feb (8:00am—11:30am preferred)
OR early on the day of the Fair, in the Teachers Planning Room (first room on the left as you enter the
Hall). If neither of these work for you, then please email stannesstrawberryfair@gmail.com

Remember: on the day, bring cash and your own bags, leave the dog at home,
drink alcohol only in the designated area, and please don’t block the
neighbours driveways. Police have fined drivers in previous years.



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsignupschedule.com%2Fstannesstrawberryfair&data=05%7C02%7CParkOrchards%40cam.org.au%7C5652f9a53e6c45acd37c08de685d49d2%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639062947072157833%7CUnknown%
mailto:enquiries@janssencentre.au

