who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, !
it is the same one.” Others said, ‘No, he only
looks like him’. The man himself said, ‘I am
O Lord, praying that we may both faithfully

the man’.

They brought the man who had been blind

to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day ;
when Jesus made the paste and opened the Through Christ our Lord.
i R. Amen.

man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked :
- THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
- P. The Lord be with you.
- R. And with your spirit.

‘This man cannot be from God: he does not P. Lift up your hearts.

keep the sabbath.” Others said, ‘How could a R. We lift them up to the Lord.

sinner produce signs like this?" And there was P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

disagreement among them. So they spoke to | p 4 s right and just.

the blind man again, “What have you to say

about him yourself, now that he has opened PREFACE OF 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He
put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and
I can see’. Then some of the Pharisees said,

your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

Are you trying to teach us,” they replied All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

‘and you a sinner through and through, since - Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

Jesus heard they had driven him away, ;_’!;ho comtfs nt;lth;ln;m: ok alie R,
and when he found him he said to him, Do |~ Coora HEIE WSSt

- THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

you were bom!” And they drove him away.

you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,” the

man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may
- All: When we eat this Bread and drink
- this Cup, we proclaim your Death,

- O Lord, until you come again.

N COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by

believe in him.” Jesus said, “You are looking
at him; he is speaking to you’. The man said,
‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ
Longer form, 9:1-41

PROFESSION OF FAITH (Nicene Creeed)
| _believe in one God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and

Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us men and for
our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the

again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.

with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. | believe in one,

tism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
- The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I
washed, I saw and I believed in God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. O God, who enlighten everyone who

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. We place before you with joy these
offerings, which bring eternal remedy,

revere them and present them to you, as
is fitting, for the salvation of all the world.

After the Preface, we sing or say:

P. The Mystery of Faith

¢ divine teaching, we dare to say:
¢ All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
¢ P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

invisible.| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only AL Ry e Sty {hue et el (e
. glory are yours now and for ever.

- P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

- R. Amen.

- P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
at ) nez © R. And with your spirit.

Holy Spirit was incamate of the Virgin Mary, and be-

came man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius | L- L€t Us offer each other the sign of peace.

Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose @ Al exchange a sign of peace.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right LAMBOFGOD
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no
end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who the world, have mercy on us.

: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

i the 1d t :
holy, catholic and apostolic Church.| confess one Bap- G e

- INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who

. takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
- those called to th : of the Lamb.
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST Bty € supper otitne *am

: R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should
After the priest raises the paten with the bread '

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

enter under my roof, but only say the

word and my soul shall be healed.

¢ comes into this world, illuminate our hearts,
. we pray, with the splendour of your grace,
¢ that we may always ponder what is worthy

. P. The Lord be with you.

. R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,
. the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy Spirit.
. R. Amen.

P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.

- R. Thanks be to God.

|
?f/BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
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i Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.
cf.Jn9:11, 38 i Published with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS
i PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135.
¢ Tel 02 9394 3400 Email: sales@stpauls.com.au Scripture
i readings taken from The Jerusalem Bible, © 1966 Hodder &
i Stoughton Ltd. Al rights reserved. Psalm text from The Psalms,
i ANewTranslation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. New
i translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal © 2010,
i Intemational Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
i All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. Layout,
i commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2026.
¢ No 759. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

. and pleasing to your majesty and love you in
- all sincerity. Through Christ our Lord.
. R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

‘WE ARE NOT BLINDY’

The rich theological symbolism evident
from last Sunday’s Gospel of John
continues in today’s drama between
light and darkness. Jesus meets a man
born blind and tells him to wash in the
sanctified pool of Siloam south of the
temple. The blind man returns able to
see. Over several scenes in one of the most
dramatic and engaging stories in all the
Gospels, the man who now has vision is
consistently interrogated by the religious
authorities who, though they are supposed
‘to see’, move into spiritual blindness.
The dynamic evident in the story is
that each time the man is interrogated,
he goes back to his experience of being
healed by Jesus. Each reflection moves
him to a deeper realisation of what has
happened and who Jesus is: at first he
calls Jesus simply ‘a man’, then later, that
Jesus is ‘from God’, until finally, the man
worships him. This movement of faith
into light is accompanied by a similar
movement into dartkness by the religious
leaders. They fail to see that they have
become blind to Jesus and his deeds of
healing (which John calls ‘signs’). “‘We are
not blind, surely?’ they retort.
This drama is acted out in our day. Jesus’
final words to his antagonists and John's
audience are forever relevant. ‘Blind?’
questions Jesus, ‘If you were, you would
not be guilty, but since you say, “We
see”, your guilt remains.” This clarity of
understanding and insight is important
in a world where truth is camouflaged as
falsehood and lies proclaimed as truth.
We need to journey with the man born
blind, to reflect on our experiences, to be
with Jesus and ‘see’.

Fr MicuAEL TRAINOR

e )

OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

FourTH SuNDAY OF LENT / A

‘NOW | CAN SEE!" In today’s Gospel it is the man born blind who gradually comes
to see that Jesus is Lord. Meanwhile the Pharisees, the custodians of the traditional
faith, fall steadily into blindness. Self-confident in their own knowledge, the Pharisees
refuse to see the workings of God in Jesus. Let us humbly ask Christ to open our eyes
that we may see his presence in our Eucharistic community and in our world.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

: the Lord’s anointed one stands there before
* him,” but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no
notice of his appearance or his height for I
have rejected him; God does not see as man
i sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord
looks at the heart.” Jesse presented his seven

i sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse,

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.” He then

© asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’
' He answered, ‘There is still one left, the
. youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’
i Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we
- will not sit down to eat until he comes.” Jesse

| had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, having nothing to do .with the futile works
| svithefine: mymevand plessant beazing: ‘The; | of darkness but exposing them by contrast.
: TR : : R ¢ The things which are done in secret are
¢ Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the @ .

. one.” At this, Samuel took the homn of oil | ki eiat pe-ople Areriliatied evento s.peak
~ and anointed him where he stood with his ?f; bl,lt anything expose.d b}.’ the.hght wallibs
- brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on THun?in}altet:]rhand- ani:thlmlg ﬂlfl;unated e
- David and stayed with him from that day on. into fight. That s why It 1s sald:

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Isa 66:10-11
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult
and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

GREETING

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT

the human race to yourself in a wonderful
way, grant, we pray, that with prompt
devotion and eager faith the Christian
people may hasten toward the solemn
celebrations to come. Through our Lord
Jesus Chuist, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13
A reading from the first book of Samuel

It the presence of the Lord God, they anointed
David king of Israel.

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your hom

with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of :
Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king '

among his sons.” When Samuel arrived, he !

caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

. R. The Lord is my shepherd;
- there is nothing I shall want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd; / there is

¢ nothing I shall want. / Fresh and green are
- the pastures / where he gives me repose. /
Near restful waters he leads me, / to revive

Ps 22.R.v. 1

. my drooping spirit. R.

2. He guides me along the right path; / he

i is true to his name. / If I should walk in the
ERO:Gollj o tirougligiorr W e recarie - valley of darkness / no evil would I fear. /

. You are there with your crook and your

- staff; / with these you give me comfort. R.
3. You have prepared a banquet for

me / in the sight of my foes. / My head

you have anointed with oil; / my cup is
overflowing. R.

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow

{ me/all the days of my life. / In the Lord’s own
i house shall I dwell/ for ever and ever. R.

LITURGY OF THE WORD :

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
. Ephesians

i Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you.

15 MarcH 2026

¢ to discover what the Lord wants of you,

Wake up from your sleep,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.

The word of the Lord.

. R. Thanks be to God

© GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
- Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus

Jn 8:12

Christ!

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
- whoever follows me will have the light

. of life.

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus
Christ!

GOSPEL Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

- P. The Lord be with you.

- R. And with your spirit

. P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
" to John.

. R. Glory to you, O Lord.

The blind man went off and washed Iimself and
i came away with lis sight restored.

. As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had

Eph 5:8-14 been blind from birth.

He spat on the ground, made a paste with

the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind
" man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the
: Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So

. the blind man went off and washed himself,

" You were darkness once, but now you are
- light in the Loxd; be like children of light, for
the effects of the light are seen in complete
goodness and right living and truth. Try °

and came away with his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had
seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man
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WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Morning: 9.15am

Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANNOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat (Fridays
will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and Spm to
5.45pm before 6pm Mass or upon request

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE OR
HOUSE BLESSING
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

COMMUNION AND
ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on
9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously ill,
homebound or hospitalised and wants to
receive Holy Communion or the
Sacrament of Anointing.

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by
Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the
church

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S
St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

Dear friends,

You are warmly invited to join a Holy Camino walk for peace in the
world.

Please encourage the young—and the young at heart—to take part in this
walking pilgrimage.

Kindly share this invitation with others. Together we will offer this small
sacrifice and pray for peace in the world and peace in our families.

Those who are unable to walk are most welcome to come by car and join
the Holy Mass at the Divine Mercy Shrine, Keysborough. Please keep
those making the pilgrimage in your prayers.

Date: Saturday, 28 March 2026 Departure Time: §:00 AM
Starting Point: St Mary’s Church, Dandenong

Pilgrimage Route: Camino walk to Divine Mercy Shrine
337-343 Greens Road, Keysborough
Holy Mass: 11:00 AM

Celebrant: Fr Andrez Madry CR,
Episcopal Vicar for the Southern Region

Followed by Tea & Coffee

All are warmly welcome.
If you are coming by car, we hope you might be able to offer a lift
back to the parish for some of those who walked.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Recently Deceased: Peter Netto, Dorothy Simpson

Anniversaries:

Sick: Kulandhai Therese, Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch,
Bernardo, Ray Gilligan, Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin,

Maria Perez, Angela Anthony, Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano,

Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,

Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee, Ping Lo, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Gervais Tourmentin,
Ashleigh Wills, Anthony Morri, Lyma Payne, Eva Salvacion Satuito, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien,

Rosario Giaquinta, Joanna Van Der Ven, Ricky (The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an au-
thorised person before any name can be printed )in the Marian. (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO
COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE)

LENTEN PILGRIMAGE—BUS TRIP—Saturday 21st March 2026 All parishioners are warmly invited to
join our Lenten Pilgrimage. The bus will depart at 8:00am from St Mary’s Parish carpark. Our pilgrimage will
include visits to: Ta' Pinu Shrine — Stations of the Cross, St Bernard’s Catholic Church Bacchus Marsh, St Antho-
ny’s Catholic Church, Melton South, St Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, Melton West Cost: $40 per person
BYO Lunch For bookings and enquiries, please contact Pearl Roberts 0400 294 439.

All are welcome to join us for this special time of prayer and reflection during Lent.

GOD AND BEER MONDAY 16TH MARCH - THE SOCIAL REIGN OF CHRIST THE KING

We are pleased to announce that Fr Brendan Arthur will be speaking at our next God and Beer evening.

In a culture that often seeks to confine faith to the private sphere, what does it mean to proclaim Christ not only as
King of our hearts, but as King of families, communities, and nations? Fr Brendan will explore the meaning of the
Social Reign of Christ the King and what it asks of Catholics today. How should Christians think about society,
politics, culture, and public life in light of Christ’s kingship? Is 'Christendom’ just a relic of the past, or our hope
for the future? Fr Brendan Arthur is the Assistant Priest at St John Henry Newman Parish in Caulfield. This
promises to be an evening of good conversation, fellowship, and faith. We hope you’ll join us.

Topic: The Social Reign of Christ the King Speaker: Fr Brendan Arthur Date: Monday 16th March

Time: 6.30pm dinner available for purchase, 7.30pm for the talk Venue: Notting Hill Hotel, Steakhouse Room,
260-262 Ferntree Gully Rd., Notting Hill

UPDATE: As many of you may have noticed, work has now commenced on
the painting of the grotto. This is part of our efforts to preserve and beautify this
special place of prayer for our parish community. We are also hoping to have
the statue of Our Lady returned very soon. Thank you to everyone for your
patience and support while these works are being completed. We look forward to
seeing the grotto restored for all to enjoy and use for quiet prayer and reflection.

IMPORTANT NOTICE - As you may be aware, last year our Parish underwent a Safeguarding Audit conduct-
ed by Australian Catholic Safeguarding Limited (ACSL). As a result of this audit, we are currently reviewing and
updating all Parish volunteer records.

All clergy, staff, and volunteers are required to:

e Sign the Code of Conduct

e Complete Safeguarding Essential Training (regarding behavioural expectations

while performing duties in the Parish)
e Provide a current Working With Children Check
It is essential that we maintain up-to-date records confirming compliance with these require-
ments for everyone who works or volunteers in our Parish. To assist with this process, a MANDATORY Safe-
guarding Essential Training evening will be held on: Thursday 26th March, 6:00pm — 8:00pm All volun-
teers are required to attend.
Please register your attendance by signing the sign-up sheet located in the church foyer.

WE ARE A
SAFE, HOPE-FILLED
AND WELCOMING

CHURCH

This weekend at the 5:30pm we welcome the Children
preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation - Please
Conf

mj:m keep all the children and their families in your prayers.
Parish Synod Corner -
What is a Synod?

R 2R
A Synod is a moment when the Church deliberately

pauses to listen, pray, and discern together. It is not simply a meeting or a
conference, but a spiritual process rooted in faith that the Holy Spirit con-
tinues to guide the Church today. In a Synod, we ask not only “What do
we think?”” but more importantly, “What is God asking of us at this mo-
ment in our mission?”

21st-22nd March —Rosters

6pm —  Readers: Marina & Pamela Eucharistic Ministers: Ruth, Margaret & Maxine

8:30am — Readers: Hannie & Elisapeta Eucharistic Ministers: Carmel, Rebecca & Tim

10:30am —  Readers: Raul & Elizabeth Eucharistic Ministers: Russell, Valerie & Ofelia

5:30pm — Readers: Neville & Sharmini Eucharistic Ministers: Marie, Graham & Wilma
WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $ Presbytery $ Loose: $

Support our Parish If you would like to make direct payments to our bank accounts, the details are:
St Mary’s General Account: (Thanksgiving & Donations) NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852
For contributions to support our priests and the Archdiocese:
Presbytery Account: NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult
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