
Parish News      
Social Media

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook: 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie and St John Bosco Young Adults

New to the Faith? Want to Know More? 
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception in
the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.   

Participating in the Mass
The daily Mass readings and responses can be accessed with this QR Code.
The Sunday readings and Mass responses are on the other side of the
bulletin.

BAPTISM OF  THE  LORD
11 JANUARY 2026

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office. 

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:
 

Presbytery Account (1  collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

st

 - BSB:083 -347          Acc No.: 6616 52479   
                                                                   

Parish Account (2  collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347  AccNo.: 6568 74974

nd

                                                                                  

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or

the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue

the work of the Gospel. 

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

Pray With Us 

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.
 
The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc. 

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:

Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
 1  Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.  

st

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the presbytery 

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

Contact Us

Stewardship

Parish Priest
Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au
W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042 
Parish Office
Charles Meneze, Secretary
Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

St John Bosco Parish Niddrie

Profession of Faith
During the Advent and Christmas seasons we will use the Apostle's Creed at Mass in
place of the Nicene Creed

       

Ministry at our weekend Masses
We are blessed to have a good number of volunteers who assist at our Masses with
reading, collecting etc. 
We would like to expand our ministries in the area of music and altar serving.
Currently we have a fledgling music ministry at both Masses, which we are very keen
to expand. If you would like to join with singing or playing an instrument, please see
one of our musicians after Mass or speak to Fr David. Your don’t need to be an
expert, just willing to learn. 
If you would like to assist with Altar Serving on Sundays, please see Fr David.

60th Anniversary of the Opening of our parish church. 
This year marks the 60th anniversary of the opening of St John Bosco's current church.
It will be an occasion for us to celebrate and give thanks to God. If anyone has any
suggestions about how we should celebrate this as a parish, please see Fr David. 

The Baptism of the Lord
Quote:

It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by John. On coming up out
of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. And a voice came from the

heavens, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” ~Mark 1:9–11

Reflection: The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is a liturgical bridge that connects the Christmas season to Ordinary Time.
During the Christmas season we pondered the Incarnation, Nativity, Presentation in the Temple, and Epiphany. Today, we see
Jesus manifesting Himself to the world as He began His three years of public ministry.

Jesus begins His ministry through an act of deep solidarity with the fallen human race. John the Baptist had been preaching in
the desert and offering a baptism of repentance. John’s baptism was not the same as our baptism today. Instead, it was only a
sign of one’s willingness to turn away from sin and turn toward God. Jesus, of course, had nothing to repent of. He was sinless
in every way. But that didn’t stop Him from freely choosing to receive the baptism of repentance. Why would He do that?

Simply put, Jesus chose to unite Himself with fallen humanity, taking upon Himself our own sins and suffering their
consequences. He humbly allowed Himself to be identified as a sinner in need of repentance. This was done out of love for us
and out of His longing to become one with us so that we could become one with Him.

By bowing His sacred head to receive the baptism of repentance, Jesus united Himself and His divinity to everyone who had
already chosen to repent. And He gave power to every forthcoming act of repentance others would make, even until today.
When we repent today, we meet Jesus in that same water of repentance.

It was not only the Eternal Son Who was present at that baptism of repentance, but the Father and the Holy Spirit as well. The
Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove, and the Father’s Voice spoke to acknowledge His oneness with His Son.
Therefore, every time we make a humble act of repentance, such as when we combine the crucifixion, the Trinity, and holy
water upon entering a church and blessing ourselves, we not only meet our Lord but also receive the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit and share more fully in our adoption as sons and daughters of the Father in Heaven.

As we commemorate Jesus’ baptism liturgically, we celebrate the fact that our Christian baptism was the beginning of this new
unity with the Holy Trinity. But we also celebrate our oneness with God, which is renewed every time we make an interior act of
repentance for our sins. If we fully understood what happens every time we acknowledge our sins and repent of them, we
would never grow tired of repenting. Every time we acknowledge and repent of our sin, we meet Christ anew, receive a greater
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and affirm and deepen our adoption by the Father in Heaven.

Prayer: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, You came to me in my baptism and united me in my fallenness with You in Your divinity. I
pray that I will continuously be aware of all that divides us and will never grow weary of repenting of my sin. I do repent once
again, dear Lord. I beg for Your mercy and forgiveness and open myself more fully to You, Your Father, and the Holy Spirit.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I trust in You.

Reflection taken from: Saints and Feasts of the Liturgical Year

www.mycatholic.life

Recently Deceased:
Sam Spurio; Loretta King 
Anniversaries: 
Kim Borg; Doreen Pattison; Eileen
Griffiths; Brian Barrett; Mark Lambert;
Helen Dominguez Nathan; Nancy
Campbell; Katherine Denton Debono

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fref.ly%2FMark%25201.9%25E2%2580%259311%3Brsvce%3Ft%3Dbiblia&data=05%7C02%7CNiddrie%40cam.org.au%7Cdc710e1b9519449f3c7808de3e8e1271%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639016977071040554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6TUZcEd%2BSUmCQx4qse0QJk1ibATErOQQzqi%2F5rTx2E4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmycatholic.life%2Fbooks%2Fsaints-and-feasts-of-the-liturgical-year-volumes-one-four%2F&data=05%7C02%7CNiddrie%40cam.org.au%7Cdc710e1b9519449f3c7808de3e8e1271%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639016977071059646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4%2BFxUcjHnaQQTBRyJjztlT8BbIpalk3PbpEZDCDo9zA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.mycatholic.life/


THE BELOVED
Today’s feast that celebrates the baptism 
of Jesus with the story of his baptism from 
Matthew’s Gospel. The story, written in 
the mid-80s, is slightly different to what 
our ears would usually hear. It begins with 
John the Baptist’s humble unwillingness 
to baptise Jesus. ‘It is I who need 
baptism from you…and yet you come 
to me!’ (3:14) While John’s conviction 
is appropriate, Jesus encourages John to 
baptise him. 
Perhaps Matthew’s story reflects a 
historical memory of some who might 
have believed that perhaps John was 
the Messiah. This lingering memory 
is addressed in the dialogue between 
John and Jesus. Matthew’s version, 
nevertheless, accentuates Jesus’ humility 
in undergoing the baptismal ritual, very 
familiar to the Gospel’s audience of 
Jewish followers of Jesus. Ritual bathing 
was part of a Jewish purification process 
before they entered places of holiness. 
Every Jewish house had its own mikveh, 
the ritual purification bath. 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus becomes that place 
of holiness in his baptism, in the mikveh of 
the Jordan River. God’s Spirit descends 
upon him and God’s voice attests, ‘This 
is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests 
on him’ (3:17). These words about Jesus’ 
belovedness will be heard again as he is 
transfigured on the mountain (17:5) en 
route to Jerusalem where death awaits. 
God’s attestation of Jesus, of God’s 
delight in him, despite everything that 
will unfold in the remaining chapters of 
the Gospel, never leaves him. This divine 
conviction about Jesus and God’s words 
are also God’s conviction and words that 
the evangelist wants the Gospel audience, 
including us, to hear. All people, female 
and male, are God’s beloved ones. God’s 
delight and favour rests upon us. It is 
a Gospel conviction that we need to 
remember especially when life’s struggles 
come our way.
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Fr Michael Trainor

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

‘THIS IS MY SON, THE BELOVED.’ Just before he confronts the tempter in the desert, 
Jesus is baptised in the Jordan. He is revealed as the beloved Son of God. His baptism 
marks the beginning of his public ministry, of the time when the role of John the 
Baptist will decrease and Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom of God, by word and 
deed, will increase.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Mt 3:16 –17

After the Lord was baptised, the heavens 
were opened, and the Spirit descended 
upon him like a dove, and the voice of 
the Father thundered: ’This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased’.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations 
into the peace of God’s kingdom: Lord have 
mercy. 
R. Lord, have mercy. 
P. You come in word and in sacrament to 
strengthen us and make us holy: Christ have 
mercy. 
R. Christ, have mercy. 
P. You will come again in glory with salvation 
for your people:  Lord have mercy. 
R. Lord, have mercy. 
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, / you take away the sins of 
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 
away the sins of the world, / receive our 
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 
Spirit, / in the glory of God  
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God, / who, when Christ 
had been baptised in the River Jordan / and 
as the Holy Spirit descended upon him,  / 
solemnly declared him your beloved Son,  / 
grant that your children by adoption, / reborn 
of water and the Holy Spirit, / may always be 
well pleasing to you. / Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, / who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, / God, for 
ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Isa 42:1– 4, 6 –7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I 
am well pleased.

Thus says the Lord:

	 Here is my servant whom I uphold,
	 my chosen one in whom my soul delights.
	 I have endowed him with my spirit
	 that he may bring true justice to the 

nations.

	 He does not cry out or shout aloud,
	 or make his voice heard in the streets.
	 He does not break the crushed reed,
	 nor quench the wavering flame.

	 Faithfully he brings true justice;
	 he will neither waver, nor be crushed
	 until true justice is established on earth,
	 for the islands are awaiting his law.

	 I, the Lord, have called you to serve the 
cause of right;

	 I have taken you by the hand and  
formed you;

	 I have appointed you as covenant of the 
people and light of the nations,

	 to open the eyes of the blind,
	 to free captives from prison,
	 and those who live in darkness from the 

dungeon.
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 28:1– 4, 9 – 10. R.v.11

R. The Lord will bless his people with 
peace.
1. O give the Lord you sons of God, 

give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Adore the Lord in his holy court.  R.

2.	 The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, 
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord, full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of 
splendour.  R.

3.	 The God of glory thunders. 
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’ 
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits as king for ever.  R.

SECOND READING	 Acts 10:34 – 38

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and 
with power.

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household:
  ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he 
said ‘is that God does not have favourites, but 
that anybody of any nationality who fears God 
and does what is right is acceptable to him.
  ‘It is true, God sent his word to the people 
of Israel, and it was to them that the good 
news of peace was brought by Jesus Christ – 
but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must 
have heard about the recent happenings in 
Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how 
he began in Galilee, after John had been 
preaching baptism. God had anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and 
because God was with him, Jesus went about 
doing good and curing all who had fallen into 
the power of the devil.’

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 cf. Mk 9:8

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens were opened and the 
Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mt 3:13 –17

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
When Jesus was baptised, the heavens were 
opened and the Spirit of God came upon him.
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 
baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him. 
‘It is I who need baptism from you,’ he said 
‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied, 
‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is 
fitting that we should, in this way, do all that 
righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in 
to him.
  As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up 
from the water, and suddenly the heavens 
opened and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming down on 
him. And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This 
is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on 
him.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and 
is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; / from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. /  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the holy 
catholic Church, / the communion of 
saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / the 
resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the offerings
we have brought to honour the revealing  
  of your beloved Son,
so that the oblation of your faithful
may be transformed into the sacrifice of him
who willed in his compassion
to wash away the sins of the world.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF BAPTISM OF THE LORD
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Jn 1:32, 34

Behold the One of whom John said:
  I have seen and testified that this is the  
  Son of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourished with these sacred gifts,
we humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord,
that, faithfully listening to your  
  Only Begotten Son,
we may be your children in name and in truth.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P: May almighty God bless you,  
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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