St. John Bosco’s Parish
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042

Parish Priest: Fr David Cartwright

Phone: 9337 9994

Email: niddrie@cam.org.au
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie
Parish Secretary: Charles Meneze

Office Hours: 10am —4pm

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday

Mass Times
Wednesday — Friday: 9:30am
Saturday: 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday: 10:30am

Prayer and Devotions
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays

Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:30pm
First Fridays 9-9:20am
Or any time by arrangement or request

Baptisms
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month

House Blessings
Please contact the Parish Office

St. John Bosco’s School
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042

Principal: Peter Monaghan
Phone: 9337 2314
Email: principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au

Mass Offerings
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection
at Mass.

Stewardship
Presbytery: $617

Thanksgiving: $1,156
Loose: $305

The 1* Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest,
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the
Archbishop.

The 2™ Collection is for parish expenses such as wages,
utilities, insurance, etc.

With St John Bosco we pray for...
Sick: Carl Pinto

Recently Deceased:
Anne Mongey

Anniversaries and Remembrances:

Rose Geoghegan; Fr Tom Lees; Ronald Hancox; Fr John
Spillane; Lawrence Roy Moloney; Abel Almeida; Eddie
Deutscher; Bishop Joe Grech;

A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

Dear friends,

Thank you to those who attended our Feast Day Mass on Friday,
and to those who prepared our morning tea. At the front of the
church you will see the new tapestry of our patron that |
purchased in Rome recently, and that | blessed on Friday.
Perhaps we will have it framed to hang in the church- or I am
open to any other ideas that you may have!

On Wednesday our school staff attended Mass and received a
Blessing for the coming year. | reminded them of their wonderful
vocations as Catholic teachers, and the extraordinary privilege
and responsibility they have as Catholic educators. Next Friday
our school children will attend the morning Mass to celebrate the
Feast Day as well. Our school returns on Monday, and with this,
the pattern of the year begins again. But let’s not forget that this
year is different — it is a Jubilee Year. A time for us to turn back to
the Lord in reconciliation; a time for us to celebrate His presence
among us and a time to recall the virtue of hope that is so central
to all that we do.

In the bulletin in the coming weeks, | will put some more infor-
mation about the Jubilee Year for our personal reflection and
prayer. It will also be good to celebrate the Jubilee Year as a
parish, and | welcome any suggestions that you may have.

At the front of the church on the table you will see a new chalice
and ciborium that | purchased in Rome as a personal gift to the
parish for the Jubilee Year. We will use these sacred vessels for
Masses and they will become part of the patrimony of the parish.
| am very happy to offer these to the parish as a personal gift to
commemorate the Jubilee Year in Niddrie.

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord-
traditionally a day when we bless candles also, forty days after the
Feast of Christmas. A reminder to us that even though the
Christmas season is over, the Lord is still with us, and when we
light candles we are reminded of His presence among us as the
light of the world.

On Saturday in the cathedral, the Archbishop consecrated two
new auxiliary Bishops for our Archdiocese: Bishop Thinh Nguyen,
who will have responsibility for the Eastern Region, and Bishop
Rene Ramirez, who will have responsibility for the Northern
Region. Bishop Terry Curtin has now retired and we wish him well
and thank him for his ministry at our parish over many years.

I realised this week that | have been with you for nearly six
months. | feel very much at home here, and thank you for your
continued support- let us continue to pray for each other, and to
ask St John Bosco to pray for us.

Fr David Cartwright
Parish Priest

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook!
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie

First Friday
This coming Friday, 7 February is the First Friday of the
month. There will be Confessions available from 9am -
9.20am and Benediction after 9.30am Mass.

Wisdom from the Saints
Saint Justin Martyr: “We expect that our own bodies, even
though they should be dead and buried in the earth, will be
revived; for we claim that nothing is impossible with God.”

World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life is celebrated each
year on February 2. Let us pray for those religious priests,
sisters & brothers that we know; those who served our school
& parish; those who educated us. Let us also pray for more
vocation to the religious life & priesthood.

Our Spiritual Life
Asking for forgiveness: once
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shortcomings, and our sins: no
one can boast of anything before Him, what is asked of us is to
place everything in His Presence, certain that the greatness of
His mercy can embrace our whole being. Reconciliation and
turning back to God and conversion are major elements of a
Jubilee Year.

"Satan subtracts and divides. God multiplies and multiplies."

Thank you to all those who came to our Feast Day Mass on
Friday morning. We had 50 people to celebrate our Feast &
enjoy morning tea in honour of St John Bosco & to celebrate
Geraldine’s birthday. Many happy returns.

Baptisms
This weekend we welcome Remi, Aston & Winnie, who are to
become members of the Church through Baptism. Let us
make them welcome and pray for them and their parents
and Godparents.

Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal
We urgently need your support.
The ceasefire means more aid can assist people in Gaza, but
the need is immense and the recovery long.
Gaza’s people cannot recover alone. They need the support of
the global community to survive and rebuild.
Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal.
You can donate online www.caritas.org.au/gaza or phone
1800 024 413 p

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) and we
will add you to our subscription list. You can also subscribe via
this QR code: ;

Our Liturgical Life
The Gloria

Having asked for and received
% God’s mercy in the Penitential
/. Act, we now turn to praise him
in the words of the Gloria (Glory
to God in the Highest). This is
¢ said on Sundays (except Lent
and Advent) and on weekdays that are Feasts or Solemnities.
It has been used in the liturgy since the earliest times. It
echoes the words of the angels who sang at the birth of
Christ, ‘Glory to God in the Highest'. It is a very ancient hymn
of praise, dating back to the 4™ or 6™ century.

Donate via QR code
You can now donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts using
this QR code:

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday 9.30am:
Thursday 9.30am:
Friday 9.30am: for the families of our school
Sat 5pm:
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your generosity towards

ENT .«
% \:, o /4"/, our parish - spiritually, physically and
5 "" Z financially. If you are not a current
éfécuﬂl(/d%( contributor, we invite your
A WAY OF LIVING participation: please visit our website

or contact the parish office.
Direct credits can also be made:
Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection)
BSB: 083 - 347
Acct No.: 6568 74974

Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st
collection)

BSB: 083 - 347

Acct No.: 6616 52479

An option is now available for electronic card contributions
to the Parish & Presbytery accounts.

These terminals are available for use in the Church foyer
before & after weekend Mass.

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone.
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As the child’s father and mother stood
there wondering at the things that were being
said about him, Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary his mother, “You see this child:
he is destined for the fall and for the rising of
many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is
rejected — and a sword will pierce your own
soul too — so that the secret thoughts of many
may be laid bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over,
she had been married for seven years before
becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four
years old and never left the Temple, serving
God night and day with fasting and prayer.
She came by just at that moment and began
to praise God; and she spoke of the child to
all who looked forward to the deliverance of
Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of
the Lord required, they went back to Galilee,
to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile
the child grew to maturity, and he was filled

with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.
The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Shorter form, Lk 2: 22-32

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from the
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; / from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead. / I believe
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic
Church, / the communion of saints, / the
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

May the offering made with exultation by
your Church

be pleasing to you, O Lord, we pray,

for you willed that your Only Begotten Son

be offered to you for the life of the world

as the Lamb without blemish.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF THE PRESENTATION

OF THE LORD

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The Mystery of Faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All. Our Father, who art in heaven ...
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray...

All. For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Lk 2:30-31
My eyes have seen your salvation,

which you prepared in the sight of all the
peoples.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

By these holy gifts which we have received,
O Lord,

bring your grace to perfection within us,

and, as you fulfilled Simeon’s expectation

that he would not see death until he had
been privileged to welcome the Christ,

so may we, going forth to meet the Lord,
obtain the gift of eternal life.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

A LIGHTTO ALL

The Torah, the first part of the Old (First)
Testament, legislates the consecration by
an Israelite family of the first-born male
child to God (Exodus 13:2,12). Mary and
Joseph are faithful adherents to Jewish
law and represent Luke’s intention to
illustrate that what unfolds in the couple
and their child is in continuity with God’s
plan expressed in the First Testament.
The two beloved and holy characters that
Jesus’” parents next meet in the temple,
Simeon and Anna, further underscore
this connection. Simeon is a prophet and
bearer of God’s Spirit who desires the
“comforting” of his people. Guided by the
Spirit he comes to the Temple and takes
Jesus into his arms. He blesses God and
reaffirms the future ministry of Jesus,
to bring God’s salvation and light to all,
while also being a sign of contradiction
and rejection.

A second wizened prophet, Anna, also
appears and attests that the child will be
the cause of Israel’s liberation. Our reading
ends on a note about Jesus’ growth,
maturity, wisdom and gracefulness. The
two prophetic figures that occupy this
story affirm Jesus’ nature and his future
ministry. He is linked to Israel’s history.
He, like the two who attest to him in
the Temple, will also be a prophet to
God’s people, bringing liberation for
the oppressed and challenge those who
oppress. Our invitation this Sunday is to
draw close to this child, to allow him to
comfort and free us, and accompany us in
moments of contradiction and difficulty.

Fr MICHAEL TRAINOR

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL ﬁ

Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited. Published
with  ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135.Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394
3444, Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc.
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms,
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins.
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj.
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025.
No 700. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

2 FEBRUARY 2025

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LorD / C

A LIGHT TO ENLIGHTEN THE NATIONS. Forty days have passed since the feast
of Christmas. We have long since taken down our Christmas decorations with their
multi-coloured lights. But hopefully the light of Christ continues to shine brightly
among us. The candles we use in liturgy remind us that Christ is our light and that we,
in turn, are called to reflect this light to others.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 47:10-11
Your merciful love, O God, / we have
received in the midst of your temple. /
Your praise, O God, like your name, /
reaches the ends of the earth; / your right
hand is filled with saving justice.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the unseen
God: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. Your are the first born of all creation:
Christ, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You are the head of the body, the Church:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive
us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on earth
peace to people of good will. / We praise
you, / we bless you, / we adore you, / we
glorify you, / we give you thanks for your
great glory, / Lord God, heavenly King, /

O God, almighty Father. / Lord Jesus
Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / you take
away the sins of the world, / have mercy on
us; / you take away the sins of the world, /
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / you
alone are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, /
in the glory of God the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

Almighty ever-living God,

we humbly implore your majesty

that, just as your Only Begotten Son
was presented on this day in the Temple
in the substance of our flesh,

so, by your grace,

we may be presented to you with minds
made pure.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING Mal 3:1-4

A reading from the prophet Malachi

The Lord whom you seek will come to his temple.
The Lord God says this: Look, I am going
to send my messenger to prepare a way
before me. And the Lord you are seeking will
suddenly enter his Temple; and the angel of
the covenant whom you are longing for, yes,
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. Who will
be able to resist the day of his coming? Who
will remain standing when he appears? For he
is like the refiner’s fire and the fullers’ alkali.
He will take his seat as refiner and purifier; he
will purify the sons of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, and then they will make
the offering to the Lord as it should be made.
The offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then
be welcomed by the Lord as in former days,
as in the years of old.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 23: 7-10.R. v. 8
R. Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord!

1. O gates, lift up your heads; / grow higher,
ancient doors. / Let him enter, the king of
glory!  R.

2. Who is the king of glory? / The Lord, the
mighty, the valiant, / the Lord, the valiant in
war. R.

3. O gates, lift high your heads; / grow
higher, ancient doors. / Let him enter, the
king of glory! R.

4. Who is he, the king of glory? / He, the
Lord of armies, / he is the king of glory. R.

SECOND READING Heb 2:14-18

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

He had to be made like us in all things.

Since all the children share the same blood
and flesh, Jesus too shared equally in it, so
that by his death he could take away all the
power of the devil, who had power over death,
and set free all those who had been held in
slavery all their lives by the fear of death. For
it was not the angels that he took to himself;

he took to himself descent from Abraham.
It was essential that he should in this way
become completely like his brothers so that
he could be a compassionate and trustworthy
high priest of God’s religion, able to atone for
human sins. That is, because he has himself
been through temptation he is able to help
others who are tempted.
The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 2:32

Alleluia, alleluia! / This is the light of
revelation to the nations, / and the glory
of your people, Israel. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

My eyes have seen your saving power.

Lk 2:22-40

When the day came for them to be purified as
laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents
of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord - observing what stands
written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-
born male must be consecrated to the Lord
— and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance
with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.
Now in Jerusalem there was a man named
Simeon. He was an upright and devout man;
he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and
the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death until he had set eyes
on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the
Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for
him what the law required, he took him into
his arms and blessed God, and he said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go
in peace,

just as you promised;

because my eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared for all the
nations to see,

a light to enlighten the pagans

and the glory of your people Israel.’



