
 

 4 Drake St, Mornington VIC 3931  
Parish Office: Tue to Fri 9am to 4pm: Ph: 5975 2200  

Email: mornington@cam.org.au   
Web: stmacartansparish.com.au 

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Geoffrey McIlroy 
Assistant Priest: Fr An Le 

Parish Secretary: Cherrie Azzopardi 

St Macartan’s Catholic Parish PARISH BULLETIN 

Mass Times:  

- Weekdays: Tues to Saturday 9:15am                                                    
- Saturday night: 6 pm                              
- Sunday: 9am, 11am                                
- Anointing/Healing Mass: 9:15am              
[1st Friday of each Month] 

YOUTH MASS: 2nd & 4th Sunday 
each Month 5pm. 

HOLY HOUR / ADORATION:  

• Every Friday after 9:15 Mass 

• 1st Saturdays each month after 
9:15am Mass 

• 3:30pm 2nd & 4th Sundays 

RECONCILIATION:  

After 9:15am Mass: Wed & Saturday  

YOUTH GROUPS: QUINN’S PLACE: 
Year 7+ Friday’s 6pm-10pm Community 
SUSPENDED 

ENCOUNTER: Youth Group: Primary 
school age 3pm-4:45pm before Youth 
Mass 2nd & 4th Sundays of each Month. 
Community House 

Video Sunday Mass: 

Watch Mass Live: Every Sun. 9AM 

https://vimeo.com/event/4158574 

Or go to website to copy link: 

https://www.melbcatholic.org/mornington 

ALSO: at our regular YouTube link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos 

UPCOMING HOLY DAYS: 

• MON 18th: SAINT PATRICK, BISHOP 

• TUES 19th: SAINT JOSEPH, SPOUSE 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

• SUN 24TH: PALM SUNDAY OF THE 
PASSION OF THE LORD 

 

EXTRA MASS 

Solemnity of St Patrick will be celebrated 

here at 9:15am Monday 18th. 

 

NOTE - UPCOMING 

No 5pm Youth Mass and  

No 3:30pm adoration this 4th Sunday of the 

Month on Sunday 24th March 

As we have the Palm Sunday event after the 

11am Mass. 

5th SUNDAY OF LENT YrB 17th March 2024 

https://vimeo.com/event/4158574
https://www.stmacartansparish.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos


First Reading  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

The days are coming when I will make a new covenant with Israel 
and I will forgive their iniquity. 

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will make a new 
covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah, but not a covenant like 

the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so I had to show 

them who was master. It is the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will 
make with the House of Israel when those days arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. 
Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their 

God and they shall be my people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try 
to teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, they 
will all know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who speaks – 

since I will forgive their iniquity and never call their sin to mind. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 50:3-4. 12-15. R. v.12 

(R.) Create a clean heart in me, O God. 

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.  
In your compassion blot out my offence. 

O wash me more and more from my guilt. 
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.) 

2. A pure heart create for me, O God,  
put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.) 

3. Give me again the joy of your help;  
with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 

that I may teach transgressors your ways 
and sinners may return to you. (R.) 

 

 WE HOLD IN OUR PRAYERS  

Pray for the sick and their Carers: Tony Formosa, Betty Corke,  Fiona Rush, Aaron 

Eastley, Bruce Reekie, Val Carr, Evan Senn, Adeline Lyn Tilden, Angela Turner, Poa-

la Solvy, Kathleen Rose, Barbara Seymour, Barbara Hent, Gai Beveridge, Barbara 

Hunt, Dr Ron Fitzgerald, James Tokarczyk, Sarah-Jane Sharp, Pat Guest, Rhonda 

Vernon, Sinead Ryan, Sean O’Leary, Rita Fordyce & George Cerolini 

 

Death Anniversary: Margaret Vino & Bartolo Vino 

 

Recent Deaths: Bill Scantlebury 

 



 Second Reading  

Hebrews 5:7-9 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

He learnt to obey and became for all the source of eternal salvation. 

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in silent 
tears, to the one who had the power to save him out of death, and he submitted so 
humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt to obey through 

suffering; but having been made perfect, he became for all who obey him the source 
of eternal salvation. 

Gospel Acclamation  

John 12:26 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; 
and where I am, my servant will also be. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel 

John 12:20-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest. 

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. These ap-
proached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we 
should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went 

to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: ‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glori-
fied. I tell you most solemnly, 

unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; 
but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life loses it; 
anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life. 

If a man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.  Now my soul is troubled. What shall I 

say: 
Father, save me from this hour? But it was for this very reason that I have come to this 

hour. 
Father, glorify your name!’ A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glori-

fy it again.’ People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others 
said, ‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that 
this voice came, but for yours. Now sentence is being passed on this world; now the 

prince of this world is to be overthrown. And when I am lifted up from the earth, I 
shall draw all men to myself.’ 

By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die. 

The Creed is said. 

Communion Antiphon  

John 12: 24 

Amen, Amen I say to you: Unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains a single grain. 

But if it dies, it bears much fruit. 



Gospel Reflection 

This week’s first reading from Jeremiah is a very 
powerful image and a foreshadowing of the 
message and ministry of Jesus. In the Jeremiah 
reading, the Lord announces that (yet again) a 
new covenant will be made between the people 
and their God. This time, however, the covenant 
will not be a collection of rules written in stone 
as was the case with the covenant of the Ten 
Commandments after the people had been led 
out of slavery in Egypt. The people have demon-
strated that they are not able to uphold that 
covenant. This time, God declares that the cove-
nant will be ‘planted deep within them’ and 
‘written on their hearts’. This is a wonderful im-
age: I will write my covenant on your heart! It is 
the message that Jesus tried to convey over and 
over again – the Law of God is not to be found in 

a multitude of rules and regulations but it is a Law of the heart, calling for compassion and 
love.  This message is no better demonstrated than in this week’s gospel passage. Jesus 
declares that, ‘unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single 
grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.’ He is speaking of course about his own life, but 
he is speaking also to those around him and those of us who read the words today. Unless 
we are prepared to let go of our ego, our status, our ‘reputation’, for the sake of others 
and respond to them from the heart then we can never experience the breadth and depth 
of what it means to belong to a community. When we are prepared to let go of our hang-
ups and reservations to make a difference in the lives of others then the ‘harvest’ that will 
be gathered from those actions will be great indeed! 

 

Have you thought?  Why Greeks? 

 

The gospel reading begins with some Greeks wanting to meet Jesus. Why is it significant 
that they were Greeks? The Jews were very clear about the distinction between Jews and 
non-Jews (Gentiles). Regardless of their intentions and goodwill, a Gentile was simply not 
a Jew. Greeks, who worshipped an entire pantheon of gods, were regarded as almost as 
far from Jewish belief in one God as was possible. Yet Jesus made clear that his message 
was for everyone: Jew and Gentile alike. His death and resurrection would bring a ‘rich 
harvest’ of belief among Gentiles as well as Jews. 



 
 
 

.Pope highlights ‘gratuitousness’ of Church's humanitarian aid 
Pope Francis encourages aid organizations operating in Latin America to embrace 
the Cross and unite themselves to Jesus’ mission of concretely assisting those in 

need. By Christopher Wells 
 

How can we reconcile the idea of giving while expecting nothing in return with the desire to see 
the results of our efforts when we engage in charitable works, Pope Francis wondered on Mon-
day. 
 
The Holy Father sent a message to a meeting sponsored by CELAM and the Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Development that aims to foster solidarity and synodal cooperation be-
tween aid agencies and institutions working in Latin America. Representatives of the groups are 
meeting this week in Bogota, Colombia. 
Pope Francis dedicated his message to a reflection on “gratuitousness,” starting with the journal-
istic questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How. 
 
God at the centre 
The Pope made it clear 
that God is at the heart of 
giving. It is God who 
gives, said the Pope, 
while we are only stew-
ards of His gifts; and He 
gives us all that we have. 
By recognizing the gratui-
tousness of God’s gift, we 
avoid becoming slaves to 
money, relying on false 
economic security, fo-
cused on administrative 
efficiency and control. 
“A turning point in our re-
flection,” the Pope said, 
involves realizing that 
God gives Himself in the midst of His people. 
It is necessary, he continued, to reach out to those who “walk blindly, who fall by the wayside, 
those covered in leprosy of misery,” asking the Lord to help us see “what prevents them from 
facing their own difficulties.” 
Pope Francis emphasized that God gives Himself to His people “always and totally,” setting no 
limits on his love and forgiveness. 
The Pope insisted that gratuitousness, for us, means imitating “Jesus’ way of giving Himself for 
us, His people, always and totally, in spite of our poverty. And why? Out of love.” 
 
Embracing the Cross 
This, the Pope explained, is why we should not be overly focused on the results of our charity. 
“By giving ourselves in this way, we imitate Jesus, who gave Himself to save us all,” he said. 
“To embrace the Cross is not a sign of failure, it is not a work in vain, it is to unite ourselves to 
the mission of Jesus… to touch concretely the wound of that brother, of that community, which 
has a name, which has an infinite value to God, to give him light, to strengthen his legs, to 
cleanse his misery, giving him the opportunity to respond to the plan of love that the Lord has for 
them, asking on his knees that, when He arrives there, Jesus may find faith in that land.” 



                Jokes of the Week                         

1) The definition of a good sermon: It should have a good beginning. It should 

have a good ending.  And they should be as close together as possible. 

 

2) After an exceptionally long and boring sermon the congregation filed out of the 

church not saying a word to the pastor.  After a while, a man shook the pastor’s 

hand and said, “Pastor, that sermon reminded me of the peace and love of 

God!”  The pastor was ecstatic.  “Nobody has ever said anything like that about 

one of my sermons before!  Tell me, how did it remind you of the peace and love of 

God?”  “Well”, said the man, “it reminded me of the peace of God because it 

passed all human understanding and it reminded me of the love of God because it 

endured forever!” 

 

3) Before a pastor began to preach one Sunday morning he thought he should   

explain why he had a Band-Aid on his chin.  “As I was shaving this morning I was 

thinking about today’s message when I lost my concentration and accidentally cut 

my chin with the razor.”  He then went on to preach the longest message of his 

life.  After the service one of the teens greeted the pastor and said, “Pastor, next 

week why don’t you think about your shaving and cut the sermon.” 

OFFERS OF INTEREST 

As the roof comes to a completion, we are now able to look at fixing the ceilings in the 

foyer, above the annex and above the altar, so we thought we would offer the jobs to 

amongst our local community first. 

We are looking for: 

 Ceiling painter 

 Ceiling plasterer 

Anyone with these skills interested, please contact:  

John Wright: johnwrightmornington@outlook.com or call Fr Geoff 59752200 



Parish Footy Tipping Competition 

Now that the Opening Round of the AFL has finished and four marquee games have been played in 

the northern States , Round 1 is here. The start before the real start previously happened in 1979 first 

at Waverley and then again in both 1982 and 1985. Our dear Father Jude showed that Geelong has 

sharpened his tipping skills. He was our only tipper who successfully selected 4 winners last week. 10 

tipped 3/4 and follow Father Jude on our ladder. It’s not too late to join the fun and the challenge of 

selecting winners each week. New members are very welcome.  All you need to do is go to ESPN 

Footy Tips www.footytips.com.au and create an account then search for St. Macartans Parish Footy 

Tipping. The password to join is “drake”. Previous tippers only need to log back into your ESPN Footy 

Tips account and make sure your details are up to date.  If you have any questions or queries please 

email or call one of our administrators:             

James Barrett---jflob@bigpond.net.au—0418 491 781 

Spencer Meier---sanddmeier@bigpond.com   --- 0448 602 288 

ROOF RESTORATION - FUND RAISING 

Currently you have donated 

$ 44, 335 

The roof is finished! 

But we still need to get to $100,000 

To pay back our longterm investment account. 

There are more works to come! 

 

Safeguarding 
All volunteers need to have a current WWC (Working with Childrens check) – regardless of whether 

you work with children or not. 
Regards Fr Geoff 

Thank you for your prayers 
I’m Ok. Yes, I caught Bell’s Palsy but with ongoing treatment all should come right again. 

And so at the moment, I don’t need surgery to have eye sewn closed. 
I really appreciated all your concern 

Blessings 
Fr Geoff 

CALL - FOR ALTAR SERVERS OVER EASTER 
With a very busy Easter Liturgy, I would appreciate Parents who have children trained as Altar servers to 

contact office for their availability, please. 
See Easter Timetable - Thank you 

Fr Geoff 

http://www.footytips.com.au
mailto:Barrett---jflob@bigpond.net
mailto:Meier---sanddmeier@bigpond.com%20%20


Mass Co-ordinators 

6.00pm  - Carmel Coles :  5975 3080 
9.00am  - Clive Tucker 0421 772 563 

11.00am  - Patricia Duryea : 0418 139 599 
5.00pm  - Danielle Field: 0410 596 637 

 

5th Sunday of Lent – 16/17 March 2024 

6.00pm Readers  Fay Murphy, Iris Hallinan   

  Eucharistic Mins Mairi Duyvestyn, Tricia Hird 

9.00am Readers  Don Ziino, Michael Kerr 

  Eucharistic Mins Pat Girolami, Richard Jolly 

11.00am Readers  Patricia Duryea, Michael Harrison 

  Eucharistic Mins Barb Ensil, Shiela Goddard 

Palm Sunday – 23/24 March 2024 

6.00pm Readers  Kees Duyvestyn, Carmel McGrath  

  Eucharistic Mins Michael Turner, Joyce Ward 

9.00am Readers  Kathleen Ronchi, Spencer Meier 

  Eucharistic Mins Patricia Thomas, Frank Crea 

11.00am Readers  Irene Hackett, Terry Roberts, 

  Eucharistic Mins Rosina di Petta, Bridie Sexton 

Easter Sunday – 30/31 March 2024 

6.00pm Readers  Brian Scantlebury, Marlene Tesmann  

  Eucharistic Mins Fay Murphy, Alis Fisher 

9.00am Readers   Paul Girolami, 

  Eucharistic Mins Pat Girolami, Rosemarie D’Silva, 

11.00am Readers  Joan Clements, Michael Harrison 

  Eucharistic Mins Rosina di Petta, Sandra Barrett 

 

APPEAL FOR HELP! 

The Parish has a Family (Mother, Father & teenage son), who I personally vouch for,       

as a terrific Family, but who have fallen on difficult times and need                                  

affordable rental accommodation. 

This is urgent, so if you can help, please contact me 59752200. 

Thank you 

Fr Geoff 



 

    Come & join Parishioner Graham 
Michel’s 

      Mrs Sippy traditional jazz 
band 

    for a fun afternoon of 
jazz & dancing  

           Saturday 23rd March 
from 1.30 - 4.30 p.m.  

        

at the Mornington Civic Bowls Club, Dunns Road Mornington     Admission $15 p.p.  B.Y.O. nibbles coffee, tea & drinks available at the bar.  
Men’s Night 

Men of St Macartan's, It’s on again, on Thursday 21st 

March at 5pm in the Community Centre. BYO Guinness or 

Bushmills. It will be an “Irish” night even though St Pat-

rick’s day has just passed, as St Macartan was his great 

friend. Wear something Green and bring your best singing 

voice. Great Company and food will be available 

for only a $2 donation.  

The three Amigos wish all a “Cead Mile Failte”  

(a hundred thousand blessings) 

 "Save with CDF Community Fund – it’s in everyone’s best interest” 
By opening an account, not only will you receive a competitive financial return, but your savings will also help build parishes, 
classrooms, hospital wings, aged care homes and social service facilities. With competitive interest rates available across a  range 
of accounts, including 5.55% p.a.* on a 12-month Term Investment, it’s a way to save while doing good. 

To find out more, visit www.catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/communityfund/offer , scan the QR code below, or email Anton 
Pan-Cassin apancassin@melbcdf.org.au or Bernard Docherty bdocherty@melbcdf.org.au  
*Interest rates subject to change. View current rates on the CDF website. 

  

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au%2Fcommunityfund%2Foffer&data=05%7C02%7Cmornington%40cam.org.au%7C0b12ea845bf84d69d9ec08dc417374d2%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C6384572120614908


 
 
 
 
 

Mercy Melbourne is an initiative that invites parishes to open their doors in welcome for a special      
evening of personal prayer, personal reflection and Confessions. The simple format asks  participating 

parishes to open their churches from 6pm-9pm on Tuesday 19 March, for Confessions.  
During this time at St Macartan’s, the Stations of the Cross will happen from 7pm-7:45pm 

Fr Geoff 





PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Contact Details: 

• AV & Livestreaming Technician: Didier Le Miere: 0400 801 891                             
Email: Didier.lemiere31@gmail.com 

• Baptisms: Every Saturday at 11am (Except the 1st Saturday of the month):              
Contact Office: 5975 2200  

• Baptism Preparation: Fr Geoff: Wednesdays of each month 5:30pm - 6pm  
Or via Zoom. Bookings are necessary. 5975 2200. 

• Catholic Mission Parish Ambassador: Jody Kerrins 
jody54@westnet.com.au   

• Finance Committee: Frank Crea: 0417 104 041 
• Marriage & Counselling: Charmaine Holmes: 0413 394 085                                   

Email: charholmes59@gmail.com  

• Marriage Preparation: Fr Geoff, Email: Geoffrey.mcilroy@cam.org.au 

• Memorial Wall: Contact Parish Office: 5975 2200 

• Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Jody Kerrins (Chairperson)                                     
Email: jody54@westnet.com.au 

• Men’s Night:  Contact Kerry McInerney 5976 2155 

• Safeguarding Officer: Tim Lambourne Mornington.ChildSafety@cam.org.au 

• Spiritual Director/Pastoral Counsellor/Psychotherapist: Angelo            
Campagna  Ph: 0411 305 478, Website: www.angelocampagna.com.au    

• St Mac’s High Spirits: Teacher is Michael Kerr: Contact office: 5975 2200 

• St Mac’s Café: Coordinators are Fr Geoff  5975 2200 

• St Macartan’s Gift Shop: Trish Thomas: 0425 749 379 

• St Vincent de Paul: Barry Murphy: 0419 225 455   

• Volunteer Application Support Officer: Contact Parish Office: 5975 2200  

• Visitation Group: Fr An email: An.le@cam.org.au  59752200 

• Weddings contact the Office or Fr Geoff : 5975 2200 

• Youth Worker (Quinn’s Place): Kristina Turner,                                       
Email: Kristina.b2906@bigpond.com 

• Youth Worker (Encounter): Kate McInnes, Email: morningtonpar-
ish.youth@cam.org.au 

Schools: 

• St Macartan’s Primary School: Ph: 5979 9200 

• Principal: Colleen McGreal  

• Deputy: Andrea Kershaw  

• Padua College: Ph: 5976 0100 

• Principal: Kelly McGurn  

• Vice Principal: Mission, Identity & Community: Matthew Williams 

  



FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 

 

  

OUR AMAZING CHRISTMAS THEMED SHOW-

ROOM  

Tyabb Packing House: Shop 2 The Village           

14 Mornington Tyabb Rd 0499 972 682 

LOCAL MAGICIAN 

PHONE: 0408 388 244 

EMAIL: duck@duckmagic.com 

 

For enquiries, please call 9773 4800 Factory 8, 

 213-223 Wells Rd, 

Chelsea Heights VIC 3196 

Shop SP002,  

Mornington Central  

78 Barkly Street 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

SUPPORT TO ST MAC’S CAFÉ. WE GREATLY          

APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS. 

MORNINGTON 

03 5958 6220  

74 Main Street, Mornington, Victoria, 3931 

info@maingrilll.com.au          | 03 5932 4903 

tel:03%205958%206220


FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 
I have always appreciated good customer service and good value for money.  

Therefore, whenever I find someone who supports our Parish in these ways, they    

become friends and I truly believe we should show our support to them too. More 

Space Available: Contact Parish Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fixon Media Group PTY LTD                    

Didier Le Miere  

Director 

  didier@fixonmedia.com.au 

 0400 801 891  fixonmedia.com.au live-streaming and 

 

MORNINGTON 

74 Main Street, Mornington, Victoria 3931 

 info@maingrill.com.au | 03 5932 4903  

Acustoms 
A U D I O  V I S U A L  D E S I G N .  I N  E A R  
M O N I T O R I N G .  L E D .  L I G H T I N G .  
E V E N T  M A N A G E M E N T .  

Matthew Wong 

Managing Director 

matt@acustoms.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       
Fr Geoff rates it as: Yum, Yum, & Yummy! 

 

mailto:matt@acustoms.com.au


 

 

 

 

Cafe located in Mornington 

Central Shopping Centre 

78 Barkly Street Morning-

ton 

Chocolat of Mornington 

SHOP 6 / 59 BARKLY STREET 

MORNINGTON VIC 3931 

OPEN TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 

8AM-5PM 

PHONE: (03)59764902  

FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 

tel:(03)59764902

