
Sacred Heart Catholic Parish 
Yarra Junction  

 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

20 July 2025 

readings 
 

Next Week  
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gen 18: 

Ps  137:1-3, 6-8 

Col 2:12-14 

Lk 11: 1-13 

 
 

in a nutshell 
 

The Better Part. Hospitality involves 
not only serving others but also 
listening attentively to them. Often, 
this is the better part. What people 
need most of all is to be heard and to 
hear. To grow in Christian life, we 
need to combine the good works of 
Martha and the contemplative 
attitude of Mary.  
 
 

we pray for 

 
all who  are  sick  or  suffering and 
those parishioners unable to be 
among us this weekend, especially Fr 
Pat Purcell, Margaret Marshall, 
Margaret Broderick, Fida Rees,  
For those who have died recently 
and those whose anniversary occurs 
at this time: Ernest Riener 

 
 
 

of special note  
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Winter 
Appeal Collection is this Sunday 

The Parish of Sacred Heart 
Parish Priest 

REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU 
 

Parish Secretary 
Janine Meades 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Thursday 

9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
St Thomas A Becket, Yarra Junction  

 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday—8:30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Wednesday—9:00am  
First Friday –11:30am   

 
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday 6:10pm- 6:40pm 

Mount Evelyn: Saturday 
11:30am-12:30pm 

 
 

Exposition 
Thursday at 6:00pm 

 
 

Weddings 
Please contact the office 

 

Baptisms 
Please see Father after Mass 

 

 
 

Parish Primary School 
St Josephs 

Principal: Nick Boyhan 
 

Website: 
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au 

Raise Your Voices 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
 

See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains 
my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 
 

 
 

Psalm Response 
 

(R.) The just will live in the presence of the Lord. 
 
Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?  
He who walks without fault; 
he who acts with justice 
and speaks the truth from his heart; 
he who does not slander with his tongue.  
 
He who does no wrong to his brother,  
who casts no slur on his neighbour, 
who holds the godless in disdain, 
but honours those who fear the Lord.  
 
He who keeps his pledge, come what may;  
who takes no interest on a loan 
and accepts no bribes against the innocent. 
Such a man will stand firm for ever. (R.) 
 
 

 
Gospel acclamation 

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Happy are they who have kept the word with a 
generous heart and yield a harvest through 
perseverance. 
Alleluia! 
 

 
Communion Antiphon 

 
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a 
memorial of his wonders; he gives food to those 
who fear him. 

Parish Office:  58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796 
Tel: (03) 9736 2850  

Website:  melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley                           Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au 

http://www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au/index.cfm
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au


Child Safety 

Child Safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. Our Parish is committed 
to the care, wellbeing and protection 
of children, and vulnerable people in 
our community. 
Remember  children should be 

accompanied by an adult to the 

toilets.  

  Safeguarding Committee 
Fr Michel 

Janine Meades 
Michael Fahey 
Paul Latham 

Enzo Torresan 
Nino Troiani 

 
Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday 
mountevelyn@cam.org.au  
 
Parish Meetings:  

6:00 p.m. Wednesday 6 August 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH 

 Your financial support can be made via: 
• Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call 

the office for information on how to 
become a contributor 

• Direct Debit  BSB 083347 Sacred Heart 
Church: 670642723, Presbytery: 649237379 

• Use the QR Code on this page 

• The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/
s/upperyarravalley and choose where you 
are donating: church, presbytery, 
maintenance.  

  

Parish Notices 
 

Fr Michel Away 
Fr Michel will be away in the weeks beginning 21 & 28 July so there will be 
no weekday masses or events. Weekend masses will be celebrated as 
usual.  
 
Are you available to help in the Parish? 
Volunteers are needed to clean the church once every 8 weeks and do the 
flowers once in 4 weeks. If we have more volunteers we don't have to do 
it so often. Contact Nancy 0409 956 119.  Please note that anybody 
volunteering will need to have a current Working With Children Check.  
 
SVDP Winter Appeal—19/20 July  
It is time again for the SVDP Winter Appeal. This will be held next 
weekend. All money received will go towards assisting people from our 
parish who are struggling to make ends meet and who ask for our help. 
Please place your donations in the second collection. For those who wish 
to donate by credit card or require a receipt there will be envelopes on 
the seats which can be placed in the collection. 
Direct Debit is available and, if doing this, please mark that it is for the 
Mount Evelyn Conference  
Direct Debit details are:  BSB: 063 003  Account No: 1008 1787 
Reference Agent 471 
Thank you very much for your previous and continued support. 
Alan Somers Mount Evelyn Conference President 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
 The Eucharistic Mystery stands at the heart and centre of the liturgy. It is 
the font of life that cleanses us and strengthens us to live not for 
ourselves but for God and to be united in love among ourselves.  I 
therefore encourage Christians regularly to visit Christ present in the 
Blessed Sacrament of the altar, for we are all called to abide in the 
presence of God, thanks to Him who is with us until the end of time. (Pope 
St. Paul VI) 
Confession heals, confession justifies, confession grants pardon of sin; 
confession is the great Sacrament of Mercy. (St. Isidore) 
Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra 
Junction: Thursday 6:00pm. Mount Evelyn: Tuesday 5:10pm, Friday 
8:10am. Confessions available during Adoration.  
 
Stewardship Corner 
“…I am a minister in accordance with God’s stewardship given to me to 
bring to completion for you the word of God.”    Colossians 1:25 
We are all called to evangelize – to convert individuals and society by the 
divine power of the Gospel.  Our faith is more attractive to others by our 
actions than by our words alone.  We may not be called to evangelize like 
St. Paul, but we should look for opportunities to share our faith through 
our actions and words, especially with those closest to us, like our family, 
friends, and neighbours.  Pray for the courage to joyfully express your 
faith the next time the opportunity arises. 
 
St Mary’s Parish Prayer Group—Change of Time 
Monday at 9:15 am and  Fridays at 9:45 a.m. For more information please call 
Maria at 0409 793 001 or just come and discover peace  in the presence of 
our Lord in the Eucharist! 
 

mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley


Readings Reflection 
 
 

Waiting on the Lord 

God wants to dwell with each of us personally, 

intimately—as the mysterious guests once visited 

Abraham’s tent, as Jesus once entered the home of Mary 

and Martha. 

By his hospitality in this week’s First Reading, Abraham 

shows us how we are to welcome the Lord into our lives. 

His selfless service of his divine guests (see Hebrews 13:1) 

stands in contrast to the portrait of Martha drawn in this 

week’s Gospel. 

Where Abraham is concerned only for the well-being of 

his guests, Martha speaks only of herself—”Do you not 

care that my sister has left me by myself . . . ? Tell her to 

help me.” Jesus’ gentle rebuke reminds us that we risk 

missing the divine in the mundane, that we can fall into 

the trap of believing that God somehow needs to be 

served by human hands (see Acts 17:25). 

Our Lord comes to us not to be served but to serve 

(see Matthew 20:28). He gave His life that we might know 

the one thing we need, the “better part,” which is life in 

the fellowship of God. 

Jesus is the true Son promised today by Abraham’s visitors 

(see Matthew 1:1). In Him, God has made an everlasting 

covenant for all time; He has made us blessed 

descendants of Abraham (see Genesis 17:19, 21; Romans 

4:16–17, 19–21). 

The Church now offers us this covenant, bringing to 

completion the word of God, the promise of His plan of 

salvation, what Paul calls “the mystery hidden for ages.” 

As once He came to Abraham, Martha, and Mary, Christ 

now comes to each of us in Word and Sacrament. As we 

sing in this week’s Psalm: He will make His dwelling with 

those who keep His Word and practice justice (see 

also John 14:23). 

If we do these things, we will not be anxious or disturbed. 

We will not have our Lord taken from us. We will wait on 

the Lord, Who told Abraham and Who tells each of us: “I 

will surely return to you.” 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
stpaulcenter.com 

 
 
 
Jubilee Year—Pilgrims of Hope 
On Christmas Eve 2024, Pope Francis symbolically opened 
the Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica, marking the start of the 
2025 Jubilee Year.  Jubilee years happen every 25 years and 
are times of reconciliation and renewal. The theme of this 
Jubilee is Pilgrims of Hope.  If you are unable to travel to 
Rome during the Jubilee Year, you are invited on a local 
journey of reconciliation and renewal by participating in the 
2025 Jubilee at one or more of the many Pilgrim Places 
across the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, where plenary 
indulgences may be obtained as part of this very special time.  
Pilgrim Places across the Archdiocese of Melbourne will offer 
extended hours, additional Masses, Reconciliation, and 
Adoration. Pilgrims will receive a commemorative postcard, 
monthly reflections, and a Pilgrim Passport (available for a 
small donation) to be stamped at each location. Local Pilgrim 
Places will welcome visitors from February 2025 to 6 January 
2026.   Besides the Cathedral as a Pilgrim Place, Sacred Heart 
Church, Croydon is the closest to us.  A not too distant 
pilgrimage location, which offers various experiences for 
pilgrims this Jubilee Year, including Masses, Reconciliation 
and adoration.  
Visit https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-
sacred-heart-croydon for more information about Sacred 
Heart Croydon.  
 
 
Catholic Theological College - Open House  
On Saturday, 26 July, from 9 am-3 pm, Catholic Theological 
College 278 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne 3002 will open 
its doors to the public as part of the 2025 Open House 
Melbourne Weekend. This program fosters public 
appreciation for good design and public engagement to 
rediscover the city. 
We’re excited to invite you to a special opportunity to 
experience the space through the eyes of the architect 
behind the design of Catholic Theological College. Mr. Greg 
Burgess will be onsite to engage directly with visitors 
between 10 am – 12 pm. 
 
 
This Week’s Joke 
A quiet, soft-spoken priest was getting ready to officiate a 
wedding at a small chapel. He greeted the guests with a 
nervous smile and barely said a word. Everyone assumed the 
ceremony would be short and simple. But as the couple 
approached the altar, the priest suddenly transformed. He 
delivered a heartfelt, hilarious, and perfectly timed speech — 
full of personality, charm, and laughter! The crowd was 
stunned… and impressed. After the ceremony, the priest 
quickly returned to his quiet self, barely making eye contact 
or small talk. 
The groom walked over and said, “Father, that speech was 
amazing! But now you’re so quiet again. What happened?” 
The priest smiled shyly and whispered, “Oh, that? That was 
just my altar ego.” sourced from www.majellan.media 

https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/waiting-on-the-lord-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-sixteenth-sunday-in-ordinary-time/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-sacred-heart-croydon
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-sacred-heart-croydon


Prayer as Saint-Making 

Prayer does not exist for its own sake; it exists to transform us into saints.  Sanctity is both hard and simple, and for the same 
reason. It is hard because it is so simple; for it is the state of simplicity, or singleness, or purity of heart (Mt 5:8). (In scriptural 
language, “heart” means “will”, not “feelings”.) “Purity of heart is to will [that is, to love] one thing”, says Kierkegaard. That one 
thing is God, and what God is: goodness. So sanctity is very easy to understand: it means simply loving God with all your heart, 
obeying what Jesus called “the great and first commandment” (Mt 22:38). And it is hard to attain for the same reason it is easy to 
understand: its simplicity. What makes it hard is the “all” in “love God with all your heart.” 

It is not hard to understand that God deserves all our love, since he is the source of all our good, beginning with our very 
existence. But it is hard to give him all our love. 

Almost anyone can love God partially. A saint loves God totally. Anyone can love God as a god; a saint loves God as God. 

 Sanctity is like dieting. We are far too fat (spiritually). The man whom Jesus called the greatest of all the prophets, John the 
Baptist, gave us the formula for sanctity: “He must increase, but I must decrease” (Jn 3:30). We are far too full of ourselves to be 
able to be filled with God. God can fill only “the hungry” with good things, while “the rich” he can only send away empty (Lk 1:53)
—not because he withholds his love from the rich (those who are filled with themselves), but because the rich have no room for 
him—like the inn in Bethlehem. 

 What do we do when we are too fat? We diet. What do we do when we are too rich? We give our riches away. What do we do 
when we are too burdened to be good soldiers? We get rid of our burdens, like Gideon (Judg 7). We must pour ourselves out for 
the love of God. 

 What do these metaphors mean, literally and concretely? Brother Lawrence answers: “Our sanctification does not depend upon 
changing our works, but in doing that for God’s sake which we commonly do for our own. It is lamentable to see how many people 
mistake the means for the end, addicting themselves to certain works” (Conversation 4). 

 The only works we all have to change in order to become saints are sins. What we have to change is our heart, our desire, our 
love, our intentions. We must do everything for God, even picking up a straw. We must, in the words of the “morning offering” 
prayer, offer it up—offer everything, all our “prayers, works, joys, and sufferings”. And we must continue this “morning offering” 
right through till evening and till death. 

 God provides not only abstract instructions but also concrete examples. Our perfect example and model here is Mary. Her 
simplicity is so perfect that it reduces her to a single word: fiat, “let it be to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). This fiat is the 
word of power that God spoke to bring the universe into existence out of nothing (Gen 1). When Mary spoke it, God worked an 
even greater miracle: he made himself man. God longs for us to speak it a third time, so that the greatest miracle of all can 
happen: a saint can be made out of a sinner. This is an even greater miracle because God encountered no resistance from the 
nothingness out of which he made the universe or from the sinless perfection of the Blessed Virgin Mary out of which he made his 
incarnate humanity; but he encounters the resistance of sin in us. Nevertheless, he will not rest until he has made a perfect  saint 
out of this resistant and recalcitrant sinner. 

Becoming so simple and Mary-like is a lifelong process, of course, and for most of us probably much longer, to be completed only 
in Purgatory, where the sword of our spirit will be hammered into a perfect point. (That is why the pains of Purgatory are more 
joyful than the greatest joys on earth.) 

God is not a god; God is God, the source of all being and all truth.  This goal is not only the perfection of sanctity, it is also the 
perfection of sanity, of right-reality-response, of living in objective reality instead of in our subjective fantasies. For in reality, we 
are wholly God’s. We are creatures: our very act of existence is not our own but his gift, on permanent loan. We are nothing in 
ourselves because he created us out of nothing. If he had formed us out of something, then that something, that raw material,  
would be ours, though the form would be his. But there is nothing in us that is not his, for the “nothing” out of which he created 
us is simply nothing. 

We are already wholly his by right, but because of sin we are not yet wholly his in fact because we do not wholly will what we are 
by right. We are thus not wholly what we are: we are not in fact what we are by right. Our very being is broken into these two 
parts, fact and right, like a broken stick. We must be healed, wholed, in our very being. This is the “one thing … needful” (Lk 
10:42); this is our “categorical imperative”. We must become in fact what we are by right: we must become wholly God’s. 

This is why prayer is so important: it sets us firmly on that road. Prayer is essentially the practice of the presence of God, and that 
is the road to Heaven. There is no alternative. God is the only game in town. All other roads are dead ends. 

Since we must give our all to the one true God, we must not give any part to idols, to the many false gods that now bite away at 
our lives. Thus there is a negative side to “the first and greatest commandment”. That we must love God with all our heart means 
that we must not love any other god with any of our heart. 

This does not mean that we must not love God’s creatures, God’s material creations. But we must love them as he commands, not 
as we command; as his gifts, not as things in themselves; in other words, as they are, not as we imagine them to be. And it 
certainly does not mean that we should not love his human creatures, our brothers and sisters, his children. But it means that we 
must love them as they are: as our equals, our brothers and sisters, not as our gods. They are not our God, and things are not our 
God, and we are not our own God; only God is God. That theology must become our morality. 

Peter Kreeft, from Prayer for Beginners 


